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SEAN Tarry looks a shoe-in for his fourth National Title, and Lyle Hewitson is just about there for his second.  

Sean Tarry pulls clear in National title race 
SEAN Tarry looks to have the 2018/19 National Trainers Title sewn up after a good July Day at Hollywoodbets 

Greyville last Saturday.  

Tarry’s runners have earned stakes of R24,636,825 at 

the time of writing, R2,057,362 clear of Justin Snaith 

and R2,292,762 clear of Mike de Kock. The  

bookmakers have made Tarry the hot favourite to win 

his fourth championship. He is at 2,5/10 and both 

Snaith and De Kock are 3,65/1. 

 

The feature races on Gold Cup day include the R1,25 

million eLan Gold Cup, the R1 million WSB Champions 

Cup, the R1 million Mercury Sprint, the R750,000 

Premier’s Champions Stakes, the R750,000 Thekwini 

Stakes, the R400,000 Gold Bracelet, the R300,000 

Umkhomazi Stakes, the R300,000 The Debutante as 

well as two R150,000 Listed races, so there are  

opportunities for both Snaith and De Kock to catch up. 

 

DAVID THISELTON reports that Tarry’s Grade 1 Jonsson 

Workwear Garden Province winner Celtic Sea and 

Grade 2 Durban Golden Horseshoe winner Eden Roc 

were both likely to run in the Grade 1 Mercury Sprint 

and the Grade 1 Premier’s Champion Stakes respec-

tively. 

 

The Golden Horseshoe runner up Putontheredlight is 

also expected to line up in the Premier’s. Tarry has 

also nominated Shango, who won at Scottsville yester-

day, as well as Rock The Globe, who finished a 4,65 

length ninth to Eden Roc on Saturday. 

 

Eden Roc showed an exceptional turn of foot to get up 

on Saturday in the Golden Horseshoe over 1400m. 

Tarry rates him highly and felt he would enjoy the 

1600m trip. He said, “I think he is very good. He is 

progressive, is a good mover and covers ground. He 

ticks all the boxes.  

 

“He is by Var but is out of a family who have done well 

for me over 2000m in the past and his style of running 

will also help him get the trip.” 
(To page 2) 
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TARRY AND TITLE (fm p1) 

 
He also rates Putontheredlight and said, “I think he is 

a top horse. His female line doesn’t suggest he will get 

much further but if he takes after his father Pomodoro 

there will be no stamina doubts.” 

 

He concluded about this pair, “It would be foolhardy 

for me to make predictions on what will happen next 

year but both have potential.” 

 

Tarry will have to think about his Grade 1-winning 

sprinter Chimichuri Run’s participation in the Grade 1 

Mercury Sprint over 1200m as he drew 27 out of 27. 

Celtic Sea drew well in barrier position eight for the 

Mercury, Trip To Heaven drew 11 and Africa Rising 

drew 15. 

 

He has two entries in the day’s headliner, the Grade 3 

eLan Gold Cup. Liege, who won the Lonsdale Stirrup 

Cup, and Shenanigans, who won the Betting World 

2200, drew 16 and 7 respectively out of 26 nomina-

tions. 

 

Tarry has plum draws in the Grade 1 Champions Cup 

over 1800m, one and two for Cirillo and Matador Man 

respectively and Captain And Master drew five. 

 

He also has three nominations in the Grade 1 

Thekwini, the promising Victoria Paige as well as one-

time winners Keep Smiling and Escape To Victory.  

Victoria Paige finished a 4,90 length eighth on Satur-

day in the Grade 2 Zulu Kingdom Explorer Golden Slip-

per over 1400m from a wide but will much prefer this 

trip and should have a better barrier position having 

drawn 14 out of 26 nominations. 

 

He has two entries in the day’s headliner, the Grade 3 

eLan Gold Cup. Liege, who won the Lonsdale Stirrup 

Cup, and Shenanigans, who won the Betting World 

2200, drew 16 and 7 respectively out of 26  

nominations. 

 

All of Tarry’s Vodacom Durban July day runners were 

prepared in Johannesburg with the exception of Silver 

God but for the Gold Cup meeting all of the partici-

pants who ran on July day will be prepared at  

Summerveld. 

 

Snaith, meanwhile, has no entries in either the Cham-

pions Cup or Thekwini. He does have a good hand in 

the Gold Cup with Strathdon, Made To Conquer,  

Elusive Silva and Doublemint. His Grade 1 winning 

sprinter Kasimir is the favourite to win the Mercury. 

 

Mike de Kock has a good hand in the Champions Cup 

with the top class Buffalo Bill Cody, backed from 3-1 to 

2-1 yesterday, and the three-time Grade 1 winner 

Soqrat, although the latter did draw wide. 

 

He has interestingly entered the two-year-old Frosted 

Gold in both the Mercury Sprint and the Premier’s 

Champions Stakes. He also has Alyaasaat in the Mer-

cury and Alibi Guy and Var And Away in the Premier’s. 

 

His pair Palace Of Dreams and Lady Defiance have 

both drawn wide in the Thekwini and he has no entries 

in the Gold Cup. 

 

In the National Jockeys’ contest, Lyle Hewistson has 

found a surge of top form. He has broken through 200 

winners, and on 207 is 11 clear of Muzi Yeni’s 196 

and Anton Marcus on 183.  - tt. 

Blaming it on Winter 
 
THIS column has been no more than a poor excuse for 

tipping recently but in looking back at last winter we 

noticed similar. Good news is, it turns, like, towards 

September when better horses start running.  

Meanwhile, it’s hit and miss, although Saturday’s 

Turffontein meeting should see wins for the likes of 

Rooi Tom (Race 1) and Extravert (Race 8) look hard to 

beat, while Friend Of Time, at 13-1 in Race 6, must be 

good value. He’s lightly raced and impressed when 

third to the useful Big Blue Marble  last time out, giving 

weight. Should run very well with further improvement 

likely. 

 

Turffontein Selections, Saturday 

Race 1:  (10) Rooi Tom (11) Titelist (3) Gunner Runner 

(5) Kalgoorlie 

Race 2:  (1) Movie Magic (2) African Rock (11) Incanta-

tion (10) Grey Power 

Race 3:  (12) Mellow Music (10) Gallic Princess (1) 

Readysetglow (13) Queen Of Soul 

Race 4:  (1) Maroon Bells (5) Vetri Vel (14) Roual Siege 

(4) Dry Your Eyes 

Race 5:  (6) Kentucky Blue (1) Jameson Girl (7) Celesti-

na (3) Moss Gas 

Race 6:  (5) Friend Of Time (8) Captain’s Alpha (9) Vine 

Street Star (3) Purple Diamond 

Race 7:  (7) Theravada (11) Peace Call Me (5) March 

To Glory (4) Electromagnetic 

Race 8:  (1) Extravert (5) Blow Your Cool (11) Poman-

der (2) Vijeta 

Race 9:  (3) Elusive Butterfly (2) Illuminate (8) African 

Sunbird (1) Pilgrim’s Progress 
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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The first of many  
APPRENTICE Luke Ferraris receives an award for his 

first Gr1 win from SA Jockey Academy principal,  

Graham Bailey. Ferraris won the Gr1 Allan  

Robertson Championship on 25 May at Scottsville on 

Justin Snaith’s Miss Florida. He’s also well in the 

lead on the National Apprentice’s log with 78 win-

ners over Dennis Schwarz (61) and his next award 

will be handed out at the Equus function in August.  

Captain Al remains the ruler! 
 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s deceased champion sire CAPTAIN 

AL (Al Mufti) has had a big year with his runners in 2018

-2019, and the late, great stallion was responsible for 

yet another very impressive debut winner at the Vaal on 

Thursday afternoon. 

 

His two-year-old daughter SCARLET TIGER, a R260 000 

buy from last year’s Klawervlei Farm Sale, justified tote 

favouritism when romping home, in open company, first 

time out to score by four and a half lengths over 1000 

metres. Ridden to victory by Gavin Lerena, the Candice 

Dawson trained two-year-old is owned by Ralphs Racing 

and she was bred by Klawervlei. 

CANDICE Dawson. 

Scarlet Tiger, who is closely inbred to Lassie Dear, is the 

15th juvenile winner this season for Captain Al, whose 

other 2yo winners in 2018-2019 include G1 Allan Rob-

ertson Championship winner MISS FLORIDA, Kenilworth 

Fillies Nursery winner COUSIN LIZ and Perfect Promise 

Sprint winner AMY JOHNSON. 

 

Captain Al, whose triple G1 winning son CAPTAIN OF ALL 

is currently one of South Africa’s Leading First Crop 

Sires, is currently leading South Africa’s Leading Sires of 

2YOs list. Should he prevail, it will be the ninth time the 

champion has topped that premiership!  - tt. 

One more meeting for ‘Zac Attack’ 
 

ZAC Purton is playing down his chances of making 

history at Sha Tin on Sunday when he will need to 

ride five winners to top Joao Moreira’s record of 170 

wins in a Hong Kong season. “Unless a miracle  

happens, it looks like it’s going to be too tough,” the 

champion jockey said on Friday morning. 

 

But if Moreira is the “Magic Man”, Purton has this 

season shown a knack for pulling off the miraculous, 

not least when producing a stunning six-timer at the 

big track last weekend - his fourth six-win haul this 

term. Whether or not he breaks the record, he has 

enjoyed a superb season. Aside from his 166 wins so 

far - an incredible tally for a rider who rarely rides 

below 120lb - he has partnered Hong Kong’s super-

star Beauty Generation through an eight-win unbeat-

en sequence and struck up a top class partnership 

with leading stayer Exultant.   - punters.com.au 

Hayley is fine for whip abuse 
 

HAYLEY Turner has admitted the prospect of a two or 

three-month suspension would have been enough to 

deter her from breaking the whip rules aboard her histor-

ic Royal Ascot winner Thanks Be in the Sandringham. 

 

Turner went over the limit of seven strikes on the Flat by 

four as she became only the second female jockey and 

first in 32 years to ride a winner at the royal meeting, 

leading to a nine-day suspension and £1,600 fine. 

Speaking as part of the ITV Racing team on the opening 

day of Newmarket's July festival, Turner added: "I had no 

idea I had gone over the whip limit and I think it was a bit 

of 'Ascot fever'.   -Racing Post. 
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Treasure your loved ones! 

NOT a week is going by these days without someone  

prominent passing away, in racing or elsewhere. This week we 

were shocked to hear of the death of rugby legend James 

Small, one of the game’s best and naughtiest, of a heart  

attack. At 50. He gave it a full go, for sure, but now he’s gone. 

A fond memory came from Tex Lerena, who took this photo of 

James and young Gavin Lerena in Umhlanga in April 1995, just 

two months before James and his team mates won the World 

Cup. “I was fortunate to have a seat on the halfway line that 

day, I saw James marking and tackling the big Jonah Lomuh a 

few times. Legend, May he rest in peace.” Echo that. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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