
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  TUESDAY 9 JULY 2019 

IMAGES we have to show to get public reaction: On the left, a horse that died after abuse from the Lesotho  

Army; on the right, Wet Nose Rescue’s Veronica van Greunen with an almost-dead ‘Zulu’, found roadside near 

the town of Cullinan. Sounds like Zulu’s story may have a happy ending.  

Animal abuse is even worse when it comes to horses! 
LET’S CALL A SPADE A SPADE AND TRACK DOWN THE SAVAGES WHO COMMIT THESE ACTS 

IT is not socially acceptable these days to insult people in a crude manner, even if they are savage, brutal  

animal abusers, scum of the earth who don’t deserve to breathe. But sometimes one has to step from the  

dubious shadows of political correctness to slam a message home, to prompt action against the sub-humans in 

our societies who commit acts of atrocity against defenceless animals. 

When it comes to the primitive barbarians who abuse 

horses, they should all be hung from their testicles 

until they croak and their worthless, uncultured  

cadavers can be thrown to hyenas. 

 

As reported in Turf Talk, in April last year the NSPCA 

discovered horses starving to death in the care of the 

SA Army Special Infantry Capability (SAASIC) unit at the 

Potchefstroom base of the SANDF. Twenty-five horses 

were euthanised and charges laid in terms of the  

Animal Protection Act of 1962. 

 

Consultation and correspondence following this  

incident ensued between the NSPCA and the SANDF 

which resulted in the NSPCA moving 69 horses to a 

safe environment. 

 

In the latest discovery of cruelty, The SPCA in  

Bloemfontein on Monday confiscated 68 starving and 

emaciated horses from the Lesotho army. The horses 

were being kept on a small plot in Hobhouse in the 

Free State, about 131km from Bloemfontein. 

Following complaints about their treatment, the SPCA 

found the horses in a very poor state. 

 

"The Bloemfontein SPCA went to investigate and found 

six horses that were already dead. A further three  

horses were flat on the ground and in very poor  

condition. These three horses breathed a lot and were 

in terrible pain and suffering. They couldn't get up at all 

and were terribly weak and starving. The horses were 

completely dehydrated. Euthanasia was promptly  

administered to them by the Bloemfontein SPCA in-

spectors," SPCA Inspector Reinet Meyer told News24. 

 

Bloemfontein SPCA inspector Tebogo Maswanganye 

commented: “I spent time with the horses and  

observed them. They all looked so depressed. It's a 

cold feeling to be in their presence. Their soul is  

completely broken and they are very down. The horses 

show no emotion or any sign of energy."  

 

The surviving horses are now doing well in the care of 

the SPCA.                                                         (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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SPANISH hooligans wrestle with young  

horses. Check that filthy thing at the bottom, right. In 

the name of a good show in Galicia. 

A recovering ‘Zulu’ gets a snack from Wetnose MD, 

Debbie Buys. 

HORSE ABUSE (fm p1) 

 

In a separate case, the National SPCA (NSPCA) is con-

cerned about the fate of a case against the South  

African National Defence Force over the treatment of 

horses at its South African Army Special Infantry  

Capability (SAASIC) unit in the North West province. 

 

"We laid charges against the SANDF and we were at 

the base where they actually were beating and kicking 

the horses," NSPCA spokesperson Meg Wilson told 

News24. 

 

Just recently we also reported on the case of the small 

saddle horse named Zulu, starving, abused and left on 

the side of the old Cullinan road to die,  

reportedly by a couple in a luxury SUV towing a trailer. 

 

Some good news here is that Zulu is on the road to 

recovery following a worrying week in the care of the 

Wetnose Animal Rescue Centre near Bronkhorstspruit, 

outside of Pretoria. 

 

Shelter Manager Veronica Van Greunen told Turf Talk: 

“Zulu has managed to stand up and he is looking 

much better, we’re hoping he’ll pull through. He’s 

about ten years old, still young but when we found 

him he was very weak, on the verge of death. 

 

“Bystanders we have spoken to said that what looked 

to be a well-to-do couple in a Silver Toyota carrying 

two horses and two children pulled up and dislodged 

Zulu in the veld before driving off. 

 

“We have tried all the avenues possible but we  

haven’t managed to track them down. When we do, 

they will be charged with animal abuse. They could 

come from anywhere in a wide area around Cullinan, 

but someone, somewhere may have a lead and we 

appeal to them to help us so that these people can be 

brought to book.” 

 

Van Greunen said that Wetnose, an NPO that refuses 

to put animals down, currently have over 400 animals 

in their care, 41 of which are horses. They are fully 

reliant on public donations. “We do get public help, 

but we need more to help these animals in need. 

Most of them are formerly abused, cases that were 

reported to us.  

 (Cont p 5) 
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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Captain Of All sires 

10th first crop winner 
 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s very promising young stallion  

CAPTAIN OF ALL (Captain Al) has been firing on all cylin-

ders of late, and the former Equus Champion Sprinter 

was represented by his tenth individual first crop winner 

when his 2yo daughter Her Eminence won at Fairview on  

Monday. 

 

Trained by Yvette Bremner, Her Eminence (bred, like her 

sire, by Riverton Stud) romped home by four and a half 

lengths over 1200m, to get off the mark at the third time 

of asking. 

 

Out of a mare by GREY EMINENCE, Her Eminence is 

owned by Hedley McGrath, Grant Knowles and the Stone 

Hill Stud. 

 

Her triple G1 winning sire Captain Of All went close to 

having his first graded stakes winner on Saturday, when 

his Devon Air Stakes winning daughter WHAT YOU ARE  

finished a close up second in the G2 Zulu Kingdom  

Explorer Golden Slipper.  

 

The late champion sire Captain Al himself, the sire of the 

1-3 finishers in Saturday’s G1 Jonsson Workwear Garden 

Province Stakes, enjoyed double success at the end of 

last week, with his first-crop runners SULLENBERGER and 

CAPTAIN ANNE BONNY saluting at the Vaal and Fairview 

respectively. 

 

The former Klawervlei Farm Sale graduate has no fewer 

than three members of his impressive first crop  

nominated for the upcoming Champion Juvenile Cup.  - tt. 

HORSE ABUSE (fm p2) 

 

“You’ll be surprised where they come from. Some 

mares, for example, are just cast out when they 

are too old or sick to breed. Some of the abusers 

are well-known, wealthy folk.” 

 

In another good development, Hong Kong based 

South African David Ferraris donated R5,000 to 

Zulu’s cause, and put up R25,000 for information 

leading to the arrest of the abusers. “I am shocked 

by this story and shocked by what we are hearing 

of the SANDF and the Lesotho army,” Ferraris said. 

 

In yet another cruel story, Spanish brutes at the 

‘Rapa Das Bestas” (Capture Of The Beasts) festival 

in Galicia last weekend wrestled dozens of wild 

young horses in an enclosed ring to the ground in a 

show of strength in front of masses. While the wild 

horses are reportedly assembled and micro-

chipped for control and the wrestling action is put 

on for show, it remains wrong, cruel and abusive. 

While this sort of thing is to be expected from a 

nation that allows the torture and killing of  

defenceless bulls in front of crowds of bloodthirsty 

Neanderthals, it shouldn’t be condoned. 

 

Oh, there is one more tale of woe, and hopefully 

resulting justice. Advocate Gerrie Nel is after a 

filthy politician who allowed more than 50 pigs, 

goats, sheep and various other animals to die on 

the farm she acquired with her slimy, fat-cat paws. 

More than 85 other animals on the premises were 

eating the carcasses to stay alive. May the carcass 

of this scumbag also be dragged to court! 

 

Individuals wishing to donate to the Wet Nose Cen-

tre can mail shelter@wetnose.co.za   - tt. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:shelter@wetnose.co.za
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CELTIC Sea wins the Gr1 Garden Province Stakes. (Chase Liebenberg). 

Chasing the glorious shots is not easy! 
AS a young and new member of South African racing media, the Vodacom Durban July is a day that can't be 

missed, writes CHASE LIEBENBERG. 

I have to say, as a young photographer who is still 

mighty wet behind the ears and lens, on an incredible 

day like this you feel the ever so subtle pressures of 

having to capture the best possible snaps in a matter 

of frames.  

 

Every feature race has its highlights and downfalls, and 

I guess this makes for a well-rounded day. My downfall 

of the day, even as I write this, still sits with me. It was 

the moment when I missed my finish shot of Eden Roc 

in the Durban Golden Horseshoe. I found myself caught 

out by keeping one eye focused on the screen and one 

on the course for a moment too long. This left me with 

my eyes fixed on the wrong horse to the line. I knew 

instantly that I had messed it up, and that feeling in the 

pit of my stomach was more than slightly unbearable.  

 

A wave of frustration came over as I muttered more 

than a few expletives under my breath. But lensman 

superior John Lewis gave me some rock solid advice 

right after I voiced my dismay. He said: "You've made 

your mistake for the day and at least it's out the way 

and didn’t happen in the big one!” 

 

 I tried my best to make up for it with my lead-in photos. 

Look, mistakes happen in any industry and it is what 

you do afterwards is what makes it that much better. I 

have to say sharing space with so many top photogra-

phers, local and international, and talking about tech-

niques and how to overcome issues and sharing infor-

mation is always incredible. And we always have a 

chuckle about ‘photographer’ problems. 

  

Moving past my my blip on the radar, we were onto the 

big one! With the sudden scratching of the favourite, 

Hawwaam, there was a roar of disappointment from 

the crowd, but without missing a beat the Durban July 

was on and Do It Again did it again (how many times 

have we heard that play on words the past couple of 

days?) It was a memorable moment to say the least 

being there as history was made.  

 

But my moment of the day as a photographer was 

Celtic Sea's emphatic win in the Gr1 Garden Province, 

for a number of reasons. Firstly, duelling with night 

racing is never fun at all but with some practice and 

prep I was ready for it and damn determined not to 

stuff up  again. And quick as a flash it was over and I 

got that shot I was hoping for. Everything came  

together with Celtic Sea pulling away from the pack 

and the light playing ball.  

 

From another point of view, watching a young jockey 

have a trifecta of feature wins including a Gr1 on a 

day like July day was remarkable. Celtic Sea’s lead-in 

was impeccable as well, with steam rising off her back 

into the lights coming down off the grandstand. She 

definitely took the cake for me with Ly-lo aboard. I 

know it will not be everyone’s favourite shots but it is 

fantastic to me. –tt. 
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Not sure how this party ended? 

JANE Thomas, Emma Rorke and Kerry Jack popped their first 

bottle of champagne at Greyville on July Day before the first 

plane came over. Not sure how this party ended? Jane and 

Emma put in an appearance at an Umhlanga restaurant on 

Sunday, but is Kerry Missing In Action? 

Another one on the champers... 

RACEHORSE owner and Turf Talk reader Fernando Rosa’s 

runner King Of Tara brought up the rear in the Golden  

Horseshoe, but he celebrated the rare joy of having a runner 

on July Day, all the same. Better luck next time, Fernando! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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