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2019 VODACOM  

DURBAN JULY 

The Beast on 

the left is our 

Durban July 

choice. His 

name is… 
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FRIDAY’s money horses were Made To Conquer 

(now into 16s) and Rainbow Bridge (6s into 11—2). 

Value support for a few longshots including Divine 

Odyssey (66-1 to 33-1). Betting World’s latest 

odds: 

 

2-1 (18-10) (17-10) Hawwaam 

4-1 3.75-1 (4-1) Do It Again 

11-2  6-1 (5-1) Rainbow Bridge 

6-1  (13-2) (6-1) Barahin 

12-1 (25-1) Eyes Wide Open   

14-1 13-1 (12-1) (16-1) Twist Of Fate 

16-1 (22-1) (28-1) Made To Conquer 

22-1 (28-1) Head Honcho, (25-1) Legal Eagle 

25-1 Doublemint 

33-1 (66-1) Divine Odyssey  

40-1 50-1 (40-1) Tilbury Fort, (66-1 Return Flight 

55-1 66-1 Lady In Black  

66-1 Roy Had Enough Fresnaye, Miyabi Gold,  

Greyville  Selections, Saturday: 
 

Race 1:  (11) Accidental Tourist (5) Diamond Noir 

(8) Ancient Spirit  (3) Lawdy Miss Clawdy 

Race 2:  (6) Basilius (8) Ishnana (2) Attenborough 

(4) Filippo 

Race 3: (5) Zillzaal (4) Charles (1) Bunker Hunt (9) 

Shenanigans 

Race 4:  (10) Flichity By Far (1) Strathdon (8) Sun-

shine Silk (16) Multi Gold 

Race 5:  (11) True To Life (6) Miss Florida (1) Ca-

vivar (9) Royal Lily 

Race 6: (5) Eden Roc (1) Aqua Delta (7) Invidia 

(13) Putonteredlight 

Race 7:  (8) Barahin (2) Rainbow Bridge (1) Do It 

Again (6) Twist Of Fate 

Race 8:  (12) Captain Of Tortuga (9) Tristful (1) 

Infamous Fox (2) Sniper Shot 

Race 9:  (1) Oh Susanna (2) Snowdance (11) Front 

And Centre (10) Celtic Sea 

Race 10:  (7) Wave (6) Master Jay (4) Kayden’s 

Pride (1) African Warrior 

Race 11:  (4) Exclusive Quantity (5) Goliath Heron 

(1) Van Halen (11) Hey Boy 

Race 12:  (12) Graduate (4) Kapen Pride (5) Sho-

gun (6) Epic Dream 

A birdie chirps:  

‘It’s Barahin’ 
THE annual July tipping nightmare is upon us. A great race, 

a fantastic field this year but no easier to tip a possible 

winner with confidence, writes CHARL PRETORIUS. 

 

Everywhere I went in Durban this week, individuals tipped 

me a different horse – from Graeme Hawkins to Nico 

Kritsiotis to Dave Mollett to Grant Knowles to Ash Maharaj 

to Anil Salick – and like every other year they all have valid 

arguments. 

 

Every year we say the same thing:  We’re not going to run 

through a myriad formlines and collaterals and who said 

this and that. As always, the Vodacom Durban July  

presents a chance to enjoy the great spectacle of 

horseracing, at its best, and readers of this publication 

don’t need to be convinced or swayed one way or the  

other. You take your pick, and you fire! 

 

We’ve all watched the build-up races with great interest, 

starting with last year’s Green Point Stakes and through 

the Met and the KRA Guineas into the Daily News. We all 

have a gut feeling and all of us will have a bet. Some will 

be right, some will be wrong. But no bettor will laugh at the 

next, because we all know how hard this is. 

 

Our five cents’ worth centres around Barahin and let’s just 

point out a few things. Mike de Kock has been on about 

this three-year-old since this time last year. Mike believes 

Barahin is rated 6 pounds below his true ability. If he is 

right, Barahin is effectively a MR118 racing off 53kg, and 

it will take a superstar to beat him.  

 

Even if Mike is wrong and Barahin is rated 3 pounds below 

his actual ability, he still has a bright chance of landing the 

odds. Sluggish off the mark or not, this horse is unbeaten 

at Greyville and counts the scalp of Soqrat over 1400m 

among his trophies, That takes some doing. 

And this is what swayed me. At breakfast in the Blue  

Waters hotel this morning, sitting with Darryl Maree, we 

noticed a little bird on a chandelier high above us… and as 

we looked up it splashed a drop right between Darryl and 

I! That, they say, is good luck, and when I asked Darryl 

what he fancied, he said, ‘Barahin!’ We will know just after 

16.30 on Saturday if this birdie brought luck. We’re taking 

our chances with Barahin.  - tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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They gave Club 

Elite punters big 

streeeetches…. 
 

BETTING WORLD’s  Club TAB at  

Greyville Racecourse was packed on 

Thursday evening with keen punters 

who came to listen to the VDJ Panel 

Discussion simultaneously hosted 

from Durban and Johannesburg and 

featuring Mike de Kock Justin Snaith, 

Darryl Maree, Alistair Cohen, Lyle 

Hewitson,  Anthony Delpech and 

Clyde Basel. 

 

On the floor, Nico Kritsiotis and  

Michael Shea manned the Betting 

World Bookmakers’ board and this is 

where things got interesting and at-

tending punters and account holders 

could claim long stretches on their 

July fancies, including as much as 7-2 

on Hawwaam, 11-2 on Do It Again 

and generally up to 8-1 on Barahin. 

 

The board reflects the start of the 

action, with Shea pushing Twist Of 

Fate from 13s to 16-1.  Lucky punters 

came to grab their slices, one got as 

much as  10-1 on Barahin from the 

generous “Shezi”. Prepare to pay up, 

son!            (PHOTO BY ANIL SALICK) 

Expect the best from Justin Snaith’s runners 

JONNO Snaith says that the Justin Snaith stable is confident of continuing their trend of big showings on a big 

day. The Snaith yard send out four runners in this year’s Vodacom Durban July in an attempt to better the impres-

sive feat achieved last year when saddling four of the first five finishers – winner, runner-up, third and fifth. 

Spearheading their charge is defending champion and 

top-weight Do It Again, who is the country’s highest-

rated thoroughbred. 

 

“He is as good as he was last year – in fact, we don’t 

think he’s been better. His preparation has gone per-

fectly and we couldn’t be happier with his well-being,” 

said Snaith, who considers Sun Met winner Rainbow 

Bridge a likely threat. 

 

He said of Do It Again’s market rivals: “Hawwaam 

looks a star in the making but still has to answer some 

questions, such as taking on older horses under a big 

weight (56kg) which is never easy for any three-year-

old.” 

 

Snaith said, “Rainbow Bridge must be respected again 

as our likely danger,” before adding “the July is not 

always won by the best horse but often by a well-

weighted runner,” which he believes applies to another 

of the stable’s July hopefuls. “Doublemint is one of the 

best-weighted horses in the race. He has flown under 

the radar and has a good Eachway chance. Include 

him in the exotics!” 

 

On the chances of the yard’s other coupling, Jonno 

expects both last year’s runner-up Made To Conquer 

and filly Miyabi Gold to acquit themselves well. Made 

To Conquer has had a perfect prep. He’s fit and back 

to his best, so his chances shouldn’t be ignored. He 

fights on well, so could even dictate pace-wise and run 

into contention. Miyabi Gold has it all to do on form but 

we must not forget that this is a handicap which gives 

most horses a shout. It’s a tough race for fillies to win 

but we are hoping for a decent run .” -  Brendan  

Gaillard/TAB News. 
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THIS is what awaits you upon landing at King Shaka Airport, Durban by the Sea -  the Hollywoodbets girls  

presented by the Owen Hefer Showbiz Department. Hollywood had the interior at the arrivals hall painted as 

well, a nice touch, and a good scene setter for what should be a big weekend. 

Georgiou’s Comedy evening 

raises over 70k for charity 
 

PHIL GEORGIOU’s annual Durban July Comedy Evening yielded over 

R200,000 at the Elangeni Hotel on Thursday night. Most proceeds 

came from an auction of the July contenders during which Brian 

Burgess paid R45,000 for Hawwaam, Grant Knowles went to 

R33,000 for Do It Again and Sterling Miller bid R26,000 for  

Rainbow Bridge. More than R70,000 will be donated to charity and 

this year the Winner’s Bar’s seasoned charity man Kelvin Haarhoff, 

who is ill in hospital after suffering a stroke, will be one of the bene-

ficiaries himself for a deserved change. The evening featured James 

Goofman as Master Of Ceremonies, New Zealander Steve Davis as 

auctioneer and Barry Hilton as himself, master comedian.  Here’s a 

stupid Hilton joke, and apologies to the Lebanese community: “Two 

Lebs chat about distance. One says: ‘What’s furthest away, Joburg 

or the Moon? The other Leb tunes: “Well it must be Joburg, ‘cause 

you can see the Moon!”  Guests included the mentioned bidders, 

Brett Crawford and Gwen MacGregor, Adam Azzie, Gill and Marius 

Mostert,  Will and Michelle Rix, John and JP Koster and members of 

the International Racing Club including Michael de Haast and  

Suzette Viljoen. The pic on the left shows Knowles getting ready to 

bid on Do It Again. He also secured Legal Eagle and Barahin, giving 

the Knowles syndicate three good chances of scooping the auction 

pool set aside for bidders.  - tt.
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 



8 

 



9 

 

ADVERTISE WITH US 
MAIL editor@turftalk.co.za 

AAAW, they do make a cute couple, don’t they? Racing’s 

young brigade leaders Kathryn Ralphs and Christopher San-

tos posted a single line on their Facebook page alongside this 

photo: “Let the games begin!”. Yes, Ok! 

July weekend… game on! 

Not Zapiro, but suitable 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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