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RAINBOW Bridge: Rattray’s big hope! (Candiese Marnewick). 

Eric Sands says that all the boxes are ticked 
“YOU could say that his last run in the Rising Sun Gold Challenge was a bit disappointing but I don’t know that it 

was.” Eric Sands is assessing Rainbow Bridge’s chances of becoming the first since Pocket Power 11 years ago 

to win the Met and the Vodacom Durban July in the same season, and speaks to Golds Circle’s MICHAEL  

CLOWER. 

“He ran into a pocket that day and he came off second 

best. But, if it had opened up for him, would he have 

passed Do It Again?” Sands pauses, but no direct an-

swer to his own question is forthcoming. “That said, Do 

It Again is a top miler and – after what happened to my 

horse – I was happy with where he finished (third, 

beaten a fast-diminishing length and three-quarters).” 

 

Rainbow Bridge is the first horse the 63-year-old 

Milnerton trainer has run in the July since Money Bags 

in 2006. Ridden by Jeff Lloyd, he started one of the 

most fancied at 8-1 but hung badly throughout and 

finished with only one behind him.  

 

Four years earlier Grand Jete, carrying golfer Lee West-

wood’s colours, was almost as strongly fancied but he 

was cramped for galloping room and Karl Neisius was 

forced to ease losing lengths. 

Sands, understandably, prefers to concentrate on the 

present and goes back no more than a few weeks. 

“Everything has gone well since the Gold Challenge 

and I couldn’t have asked for a better prep. Indeed all 

the boxes are now ticked. 

 

“His gallop last Thursday was good and, although the 

time didn’t matter to me, it was quite fast for a horse 

that was not being chased along. I don’t know much 

about the companion – he was loaned to me – but 

Rainbow Bridge did exactly what we wanted which was 

to have it easy from the mile and then to quicken at 

the top of the straight. Gavin said he gave him a kick 

and the horse was gone – just galloped through his 

hands.” 

 

It is in the 6-1 third favourite’s favour that much of his 

excessive nervousness has gone. “From  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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IT wasn't going to be long before last year’s VDJ 

runner-up Made To Conquer drew betting support 

for this year’s race. He is a massive 6kg better off 

at the weights with Do It Again for last year's win, 

on paper even the 22-1 (from 28s yesterday) looks 

too tempting to ignore. Betting World’s latest odds: 

 

2-1 (18-10) (17-10) Hawwaam 

3.75-1 (4-1) Do It Again 

6-1 (5-1) Rainbow Bridge 

6-1  (13-2) (6-1) Barahin 

12-1 (25-1) Eyes Wide Open   

13-1 (12-1) (16-1) Twist Of Fate 

22-1 (28-1) Head Honcho, (28-1) Made To Conquer 

25-1 (20-1) Legal Eagle, Doublemint 

50-1 (40-1) Tilbury Fort, 66-1 and upwards rest. 

RAINBOW BRIDGE (fm page 1) 

 

that point of view he has matured a lot and he travelled 

well going to Greyville last Thursday. He came down off the 

float with a bit of sweat on him but it was nothing like it 

used to be.” 

 

Fourth on Tellina five years ago is the closest Gavin Lerena 

has come in eight previous July rides but the former  

champion is leaving no stone unturned in his bid to land 

the great prize on Saturday. “Gavin was riding him the 

whole of the previous week and he is back this week to do  

pacework. He gets on well with the horse and he will ride 

him when we do the final workout tomorrow (Thursday).” 

 

And the owner? Mike Rattray bought Rainbow Bridge  

specifically to try to achieve his lifetime ambition of win-

ning the July. The octogenarian former Greyville chairman 

has had two seconds – most recently with Yard-Arm,  

beaten three-quarters of a length by Dynasty in 2003, 

while Jagged Ice went under by little more than half a 

length when third four years later, and in 2012 Solo  

Traveller (fifth) was unlucky. 

 

“Mike is very positive,” says the trainer admiringly. “We 

speak every day and I can see where his heart lies. It will 

be wonderful if we can bring all this to fruition on  

Saturday.”  - tt. 

Consider Roy’s gluttony before betting 
 

FRANK Robinson is not concerned about his VDJ runner 

Roy Had Enough’s 100-1 odds and recalled when working 

as assistant trainer to Herman Brown how their outsider 

Sleek Machine just failed to catch the favourite London 

News in the 1996 July despite being one of the biggest 

outsiders. 

 

Robinson said, “Roy Had Enough is as good as Sleek  

Machine and is not far off Orbison (third in 2010).” 

 

He continued, “If you watch the Sledgehammer, Roy Had 

Enough runs away from Eyes Wide Open, who probably 

needed it but so did our horse, so why is one of them 12/1 

and the other 100/1?” 

 

He said, “His last race was only two weeks ago but that is 

not a concern, he is a very tough horse and is such a good 

eater, he never leaves anything. Nine out of ten good  

horses are very good eaters, they have good constitutions 

and that is why they are top horses. At the July gallops it 

was clear to see how well Roy Had Enough was.” - David 

Thiselton/Gold Circle). 

Kitty: Full, half-full, half-empty? 
 

THERE’s always talk about “building a kitty” for the 

Durban July meeting and today’s Vaal meeting pre-

sents a chance to get some ZAR in the can for Sat-

urday. Our value is Last Of A Legend, a good 5-1 

chance in Race 7 despite stable jock on Silver 

Spectrum. Careful today, though, keep  

existing kitty in check! 

 

Vaal selections 
 

Race 1: (1) Birthday Boy (11) Sullenberger (4) To-

wards The Sun (6) Diamonds Galore 

Race 2: (10) Battle Of Alesia (1) Maroon Bells (7) 

Madida (9) Armo 

Race 3: (2) Librado (7) Louis The Great (8) In The 

Game (1) Riboux En Var 

Race 4: (3) Pretty Ballerina (2) Chariot Of Gold (3) 

Circle Of Latitude (1) Emily Jay 

Race 5: (9) Josi De Nero (4) Hareer (1) Jolly Jose-

phine (3) Destiny’s Game 

Race 6: (7) Piccadilly Square (1) Jive Express (2) 

Pink (9) Mwelase 

Race 7: (4) Last Of A Legend (5) Silver Spectrum 

(2) Zanaki (1) Finchatton 

Race 8: (2) Responsible (1) Florida Quays (3) 

Mighty Valdie (5) Master Boulder 

Race 9: (3) Ficticious (14) Cosmic Mist (6) 

Shezashingstar (5) Ocean City 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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ANDRE Nel’s runners invariably peak on big days and here is a part of his string circling at Summerveld this 

week, with Vodacom Durban July runner Head Honcho (white blaze), in the middle. That’s the coat and  

demeanour of a horse that’s well! Nel has four runners on the day and commented: “They’re all well, fit and I’d 

include them all in the play. We haven’t entered any runners to male up the fields, we will be there to compete. 

Good, fighting talk!  (Candiese Marnewick). 

Smart Sandown filly 
 

TWICE Over’s daughter Nest Egg 

(Lot 192), is a peach of an offer-

ing from James Armitage’s 

Sandown Stud. She’s a close 

relation to Gold Tax, the 1997 

A R C S A  C h a m p i o n  c o l t .  

Sandown has had runners in 

the last three runnings of the 

Durban July and is one of only 

two studs to have two July run-

ners in the last three years. 

That’s from an average annual 

crop of only 30 foals. Bottom 

line: Pay James a visit at the 

Sandown barn at today’s KZN 

Sale. It ay turn out to be a very 

fruitful visit. The catalogue is 

a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  a t 

www.bsa.co.za 

Klawervlei offers two lots by Silvano at KZN Sale 
 
CHAMPION breeders, Klawervlei Stud, will be offering a high quality, six strong draft at this year's KZN 
Yearling Sale, due to take place at the Sibaya Casino today. The Klawervlei draft is made of lots by such 
by stallions as Captain Of All, Pomodoro, Silvano, Twice Over and Vercingetorix- making it a must-see 
draft! A Silvano colt (Lot 132) out of Dynaformer mare Ixora is a half-brother to five winners notably US G1 
winner Antonoe -whose victories included the G1 Just A Game Stakes, and this is the family of G1 winners 
Twice Over, Mutual Trust, All At Sea, and Passage Of Time. The Silvano filly (Lot 237) out of Storm Cat 
mare Rubicat is another blue-blooded yearling -this filly, a half or full sister to 6 winners, is out of a half-
sister to two international group/graded stakes winners from the family of Breeders' Cup Turf winning 
champion Chief Bearhart.  - BSA. 

http://www.bsa.co.za
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ADVERTISE WITH US 
MAIL editor@turftalk.co.za 

Rocket Man is Carrot Man now! 

FRED Crabbia’s former world star sprinter Rocket Man is  

loving his retirement at Jane Thomas’ Far End Stud, Mooi  

River. He enjoyed a visit this week from Singapore trainer 

Ricky Le Grange, who worked alongside Patrick Shaw when 

Rocket Man was in his prime. Ricky brought a bag of carrots 

with him.  That tummy needs feeding! 

HALFWAY To Heaven has another reason for having a  

tummy—she’s carrying a foal by Querari, due at her 

Wilgerbosdrift base soon. A shoe-in for Broodmare of the 

Year, she’s the dam of Vodacom Durban July  favourite  

Hawwaam (Silvano) and Rainbow Bridge (Ideal World), and 

there are two more of her Silvano’s on the way, one a  

yearling and another a weanling. Yet another of her foals, by 

Philanthropist, is a two-year-old in training. Halfway To  

Heaven (by Jet Master) is mare that clearly enjoys her duties, 

and there is absolutely no reason why not to expect more 

fireworks when her next offspring start running! 

A prolific producer of stars! 

SEND YOUR LETTERS AND EDITORIAL  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO editor@turftalk.co.za 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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