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SHAYLEN Naidoo (left) and owner Vinolan Patchappen with Bid Before Sunset (Dennnis Schwarz).  

Shaylen Naidoo has the right CV and the right mettle 

WE didn’t know that Shaylen Naidoo was the son of industry stalwart Peter Naidoo of Summer Cup winner Tyson 

and Racing Association fame, one of a few most interesting things about the 32-year-old, who saddled his 10th 

career winner from a minute string at the Vaal on Tuesday. 

At 32, the young Naidoo has travelled and worked all 

over South Africa and the world to achieve a skill set 

good enough to train on his own, and from what we’ve 

seen he has the mettle to do it. 

 

Bid Before Sunset (Dennis Schwarz, 12-1) was clearly 

well prepared for her 1400m race at the Vaal,  

Tuesday, and she showed determination in the finish 

to win by half a length from a charging Sammi Moosa. 

 

When trainers can get moderate horses fit and placed 

in the right races, it shows above average horseman-

ship and Shaylen has a CV that looks impressive 

enough to make it in this hard-as-nails industry. 

 

He started off with the late Lance Wiid, who had a 

unique establishment on a farm near Henley-On-Klip 

and tells: “Lance was a proper horseman, I worked as 

a stable employee for him when he trained top horses 

like King’s Gambit and Captain Courageous. I watched 

Lance, nobody else could train on that farm track but 

him, and he got them fit.” 

Shaylen travelled to Australia and New Zealand to 

complete the ‘Marcus Old Hand Course”, a 32-module 

assignment similar to Darley’s Flying Start programme, 

and was rewarded with a diploma. “They taught us 

stable management, basic veterinary skills, training 

methods and all about breeding, and we were placed 

with different stables, for several weeks at a time.” 

 

His first stop was at the championship yard of Gai  

Waterhouse, based at the old  barn of her father, Tom-

my Smith and he recalls: “There is a school based on 

this farm, we had to start working at 2am and finish at 

6am so as not to interfere with the school programme. 

Mrs Waterhouse employs several foremen who carry 

out her instructions, she only visits occasionally. 

 

“After that I went on to Peter Moody, also a champion 

trainer, to John O’Shea and then spent some time with 

David Payne at Rosehill. All of them have different 

ways of handling horses, and their terminology is  

different to ours, but all-round it was an invaluable  

learning experience.”                                     (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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THE only marginal change in the market for Satur-

day’s Vodacom Durban July is a nibble on Barahin, 

Tuesday. He is back at 6-1 after touching 13-2, and 

remains the “talking horse”. Here are Betting 

World’s latest odds: 

 

2-1 (18-10) (17-10) Hawwaam 

3.75-1 (4-1) Do It Again 

6-1 (5-1) Rainbow Bridge 

6-1  (13-2) (6-1) Barahin 

12-1 (25-1) Eyes Wide Open   

13-1 (12-1) (16-1) Twist Of Fate 

22-1 (28-1) Head Honcho 

25-1 (20-1) Legal Eagle, Doublemint 

28-1 Made To Conquer,  

50-1 (40-1) Tilbury Fort, 66-1 and upwards rest. 

Phumelela seeks solution with Union 
 

PHUMELELA  executives met with officials of the 

Academic and Professional Staff Association 

(APSA) yesterday afternoon following media reports 

that the trade union was planning to disrupt this 

Saturday’s Vodacom Durban July at Greyville. 

 

The Durban July is Africa’s most famous horserace 

and is staged by Gold Circle, the horseracing and 

tote betting company in KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

After yesterday’s meeting Phumelela decided to 

amend its offer to Betting Division staff. This  

revised offer has been submitted to APSA officials 

and Phumelela is now awaiting a response. Phume-

lela is optimistic that an amicable solution will be 

reached with the trade union. 

 

The company recently undertook a Section 189 A 

retrenchment process, facilitated by the CCMA, 

because it has no option but to close a number of 

stores that are not operating profitably.  

Simultaneously, several duplicated roles have been 

rationalised. 

 

Phumelela regrets the loss of jobs, but as is the 

case with numerous other companies, the current 

state of the South African economy leaves the com-

pany with absolutely no choice but to  

rationalise its operations.  -Media Release. 

SHAYLEN NAIDOO (fm p1) 

 

Back in South Africa, he managed to get into Alec Laird’s 

stable at Randjesfontein, an assistant’s job under one of 

the industry’s master trainers who provided further  

grounding and advice, followed by a spell as assistant to 

Wayne Badenhorst in Zimbabwe. “I trained several winners 

in Zimbabwe including Mr Laird’s Lady Venice and Mr  

Peter White’s Mnguni and Captain Grant.” 

 

Shaylen returned in 2015, went back to work a short while 

for Chris Erasmus and then again for Alec Laird, who 

helped him to set up how own yard, with the advice: “It’s 

tough out there, are you sure you want to do this?” But 

when training is in your blood it never leaves and he decid-

ed to give it a go, first from temporary boxes at  

Eikenhof and now from the wooden boxes at Turffontein. 

 

“It’s been uphill, of course, racing is going through a tough 

spell, but with my dad’s help and the assistance of people 

like MT Naidoo and Vinolan Patchappen we’ve built the 

string to 15 horses, with a few babies among them. Bid 

Before Sunset can win another race, she was gutsy  

yesterday, and among my older horses The Lawyer looks 

like he can win soon. 

 

“We’ve stuck it out, we’re trying hard and I believe our  

results will bring fresh interest and new owners. I’ve only 

had a few horses to prove myself, we got Leopard Lily as a 

one-time winner, she had problems but we won three with 

her. We need more opportunities, but when we hit the 

board like yesterday they will come!”  - tt. 

 

“This is a really tough race! 
 

THIS year’s Vodacom Durban July is probably the toughest 

he has seen, says trainer Mike de Kock. “Barring Soqrat, 

all the best horses in the country are there,” he said. De 

Kock saddles two runners – 2-1 favourite Hawwaam and 6

-1 shot Barahin, both three-year-olds. Ask what he sees as 

the possible winner, De Kock is reticent to give an answer. 

The reason? “Hawwaam probably has a tad more class but 

it is a while since we’ve seen the best of Barahin. The last 

time he raced at his best, he beat Soqrat at Greyville so he 

has to be right up there.” 

 

Then he has to deal with the personality of the two horses. 

“Hawwaam is not straightforward. You don’t know what 

he’s going to do…whether he will jump slowly, or whether 

he will pull. This is also the first time he is running in an 18

-horse field. We don’t know how he will cope. Barahin is a 

one-dimensional horse. He’ll relax near the back of the 

field and run on late.”  - Jack Milner/TAB News. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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Champion conditional jockey Bryony Frost will break new 

ground when she rides in a Flat race for Arabian horses 

at Bath on Wednesday. 

 

Frost partners Jaahez for trainer James Owen in the 10-

furlong Al Gheesah Beach Handicap (5.40) that pre-

cedes the Thoroughbred card. Frost will carry the colours 

of owner Sheik Hamdan Al Maktoum. 

 

Frost's Arabian race appearance comes ahead of her 

riding at the Dubai International Arabian Races at New-

bury on Sunday 28 July. 

 

Frost rode out at Owen's Newmarket stable last week 

when gaining experience alongside Sheik Hamdan's for-

mer retained jockey Richard Hills. 

 

Frost said: 'Riding Arabians competitively for the first 

time will be a challenge but I've had lots of help and ad-

vice from James and Richard Hills and I can't wait. 

 

'Arabians are real characters, they're very intelligent and 

really switched on. You have to take them through their 

gears slowly and make sure you say "please" and "thank 

you'" but once you get them there they really start to roll.' 

-Daily Mail. 

Bryony Frost, on the flat. 

Frost breaks new ground 

UK jockeys’ race the most exciting in years 

THIS season's UK jockeys' championship is building into the most exciting this decade, like the contest in South 

Africa. Three talented and hungry riders already locked in close-quarter combat after separating themselves from 

the pack. 

Oisin Murphy has made no secret of his desire to win 

the championship this season and currently leads the 

way with 53 winners, four clear of Danny Tudhope – who 

former dual champion jockey Paul Hanagan backed this 

weekend to claim the title – and five ahead of Silvestre 

de Sousa, who has won the title in three of the last four 

years. 

 

For some perspective, by July 2 last year De Sousa had 

ridden 54 winners, with Jim Crowley (38), Tudhope 

(37) and James Doyle (33) the only other riders with 

more than 30. 

 

You have to go back to 2015 – the first year of the 

new, condensed championship – for a time when 

three jockeys have been close so far into the sea-

son. 

 

Back then Ryan Moore (49) was nine clear of De 

Sousa and ten clear of Richard Hughes, so to have 

three jockeys within five winners of each other 

makes this the tightest title race since the Guineas-

to-Champions Day season was introduced. 

 

And, given the season previously started in March, it 

would have been even harder for things to be this 

close heading into July. Even in 2007, the year Seb 

Sanders and Jamie Spencer eventually tied for the 

title, the former had a lead of 14 on July 2 – with the 

earlier start meaning they had amassed 77 and 63 

winners respectively. 

 

The current leader is 23-year-old Oisin Murphy. 

Champion apprentice in 2014, his rise has been 

meteoric. He finished 16th overall the year he 

topped the claiming ranks, which he followed with a 

31st in his first season without a claim. He then fin-

ished sixth, ninth and second (last season – 27 be-

hind De Sousa). 

Tudhope had a breakout Royal Ascot, partnering four 

winners from just ten rides at the meeting, but he 

has been a coming force in title terms for a few 

years now. 

Since 2015 he has finished 32nd, 18th, fourth and 

fifth and, having established himself as the cock of 

the north over the last two years, he has began to 

build contacts in the south, with William Haggas a 

notable supporter. 

 

If Murphy and Tudhope's careers have been doing 

what athletes in this modern PR-driven age of com-

munication like to call 'trending', then the 38-year-

old De Sousa's has somewhat stalled out. He does, 

however, have the course-and-distance form, with 

placings of 1211 since 2015, which suggests he is 

still the man to beat.   - Racing Post. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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LOT 264:  Well-built, well-related Philanthropist filly. 

Sandown’s Super Six! 
JAMES Armitage’s Sandown Stud consistently breed high-

quality racehorses, with their recent alumni including such 

G1 winners as Equus Champion French Navy and G1 G-

Bets Gauteng Summer Cup hero Tilbury Fort. 

Sandown was also responsible for breeding high-class 

performer Magnificent Seven, a R140 000 buy from the 

2016 KZN Yearling Sale. A Vodacom Durban July  

acceptance before being scratched, the four-year-old  

Magnificent Seven has already won seven (and earned 

earned nearly R1-m!), the Justin Snaith trained 

gelding’s wins including scores in both the G2 New 

Turf Carrier Stayers and Listed Algoa Cup this sea-

son. 

 

Buyers will be offered the opportunity to acquire 

their own Magnificent Seven, with Sandown Stud 

set to offer six high-quality yearlings at the 2019 

KZN Yearling Sale. 

 

Deceased Storm Cat sire Where’s That Tiger has 

two in this draft –a half-brother (Lot 19) to 3 win-

ners who is from the family of international G1 win-

ners Palace Music, Hernando and Johann Quatz, 

and a filly (Lot 109) out of a five time winning own 

sister to champion Hide Out. 

 

Multiple Equus Champion What A Winter is one of 

South Africa’s hottest sires around and he is repre-

sented in the Sandown draft by a colt (Lot 152) 

whose dam is a winning daughter of Captain Al and 

Oaks winner Noble Destiny, while four time G1 win-

ner and proven G1 sire Twice Over is represented 

by a filly (Lot 192) whose dam is an own sister to 

multiple G1 winner Gold Tax and three-parts sister 

to the aforementioned Hide Out. 

Equus Champion and successful sire Jay Peg, 

whose progeny include recent Castle Tankard hero 

Peggson, is represented by a colt (Lot 235) out of 

G3 Strelitzia Stakes winner Royal Pleasure, while 

Singapore Sling’s sire Philanthropist is the sire of a 

well related half-sister (Lot 264) to the very smart 

filly Miss Smarty Pants. –BSA. 
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MAIL editor@turftalk.co.za 

A gentleman at home... 

BLUE Point wiped out the opposition on the racetrack - he 

won two spectacular sprints at Royal Ascot in one week last 

month—but he was always a gentleman at trainer Charlie  

Appleby’s Newmarket stables. Appleby’s children, including 

twins Emily and Erin, said goodbye this week to the son of 

Shamardal, who will be joining the Darley stallion roster. 

Deon’s doing the job in the East 

SOUTH African Deon Visser (middle) pops up in training loca-

tions around the world, and he’s never short of winners. His 

first stint was in the Sudan where he was Champion trainer a 

few times before a successful spell at home, based in  

Durban. He’s now in China, champion trainer for his club and 

yesterday won two races at a new racecourse in Hohhot, Inner 

Mongolia, at which 20 clubs from around China participated.  

He won a 2000m race with Aussie-bred 10-year-old Endzone 

and  a 2750m race with 7-year-old mare Excite Me. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


11 

 


