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BERNARD Fayd’Herbe: Best man to judge the spectacular Durban July field. 

Fayd’Herbe can’t separate Do It Again, Hawwaam 

Focus on Place bets to cover yourself in puzzling race 

BERNARD Fayd’Herbe, South Africa’s top high weight rider, is without a mount in the 2019 renewal of the 

Vodacom Durban July, but having ridden at least a third of the field in races or in work he’s arguably the man 

with the best idea of which horse will come out tops. 

Bernard was on standby for Hawwaam until Anton 

Marcus made his choice, which means that he will 

have to wait until next year to have a chance of riding 

his own third July winner, but being on the sideline for 

once has given him a fresh perspective on the race. 

 

From what we’ve seen just in reports in this publica-

tion over the last few years, Bernard is a very good 

judge and his first impressions were, “This is a great 

renewal with some great horses, there are at least six 

with clear winning chances and I think it will be a 

messy race, a lot will depend on tactics.” 

 

First up, from the top down, is Do It Again, who gets an 

immediate compliment with Bernard saying, “He is a 

champion, a really top horse and definitely up there 

with the very best I’ve ridden. He has everything in his 

favour except the fact that he has to give a chunk of 

weight away to the high quality three-year-olds. Still, I’d 

say what beats him will win.” 

 

On to Rainbow Bridge, on which Bernard has won 

twice, and he said: “Another top horse, has the ability 

to win it. In Cape Town he hung out, in Durban he has 

been hanging in, I don’t know why but he’ll be right 

there, whatever happens.” 

 

Hawwaam, he thinks, will come out best of the three-

year-olds, but by a narrow margin. “Hawwaam has that 

big turn of foot and he can get away from them at 

Greyville, which is the biggest factor in is favour. I 

haven’t ridden him, but from what we all have seen he 

is exceptionally good, Anton has chosen to ride him 

and at the weights they can win it.” 

He said of Hawwaam’s stablemate Barahin: (to p2) 
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“I can tell you this is a super horse, I agree with Mike de 

Kock that he is from the top drawer and I know he was just 

below his peak when beaten by Hawwaam, so he will get 

closer. My concern is that he is sluggish off the mark and 

in this company that can be crucial. You can’t really leave 

him alone in a race, he has to contest it and if luck goes 

his way and he gets going in time, he’s a serious runner. 

But I’ll still side with Hawwaam.” 

 

Twist Of Fate is one of the best outsiders in the race. He’s 

another exceptionally good three-year-old and he falls  

perfectly into the category that produces July winners with 

great regularity – well-weighted three-year-olds.  

 

Bernard commented: “At the risk of sounding monotonous, 

we have another top horse here and I will tell you what is 

in his favour – he is an easy ride, an individual you can 

place where you want, he does what you want him to do 

and he is talented to boot. His 17 draw doesn’t worry me, 

the July honour roll shows you can win the July from a wide 

draw, there is time in the back straight to get a position. 

Don’t discard Twist Of Fate, he’s a serious runner!” 

 

Down the field, to Eyes Wide Open, and Bernard assessed: 

“Another horse with much ability, drawn wide too but not 

out of it. He is back to his best at the right time, well-bred 

and with a handy weight, he’s one of the dark horses for 

me.” 

 

Two more on the list and Bernard said: “I give Made To 

Conquer an upset chance. Some say he hasn’t got the 

class but I’d disagree, if you look at the weight turnaround 

from last year’s race he will win it, he is 6kg better off with 

Do It Again for a 1,25-length beating. You can’t ignore 

him.” 

 

Lastly, there is Miyabi Gold, Justin Snaith’s Silvano filly and 

Bernard commented: “She’s a nice filly, the type who can 

flash up into the Quartet off her low weight.” 

Asked to put his head on the block, Bernard, like most of 

us, is baffled with the quality of this year’s race and he 

said: “I cannot split Do It Again and Hawwaam, I think one 

of them will win but I cannot say which one!” 

His advice for 2019: “I’d say play Places, as much as you 

can, you can even play five or six horses to run a place, 

they pay out on the first six and you can have a 28-1 shot 

like Made To Conquer or Twist Of Fate at 12-1 easily run in 

the first six and at least double your money. The place bets 

on July day return good dividends. If I was a punter, I’d 

focus on this. Don’t be a hero and try to back an outright 

winner, play places on a few and win!”  - tt. 

THE Vodacom Durban July market is starting to  

rattle! Latest changes include some fresh support 

for Do It Again, into 3.75-1 from 4s, and longshot 

support for Head Honcho (28-1 to 22-1). Hawwaam 

remains on the drift, you can get 2-1, and Twist Of 

Fate looks tempting at 13’s, having drifted a point. 

Here are Betting World’s latest odds: 

 

2-1 (18-10) (17-10) Hawwaam 

3.75-1 (4-1) Do It Again 

6-1 (5-1) Rainbow Bridge 

13-2 (6-1) Barahin 

12-1 (25-1) Eyes Wide Open   

13-1 (12-1) (16-1) Twist Of Fate 

22-1 (28-1) Head Honcho 

25-1 (20-1) Legal Eagle, Doublemint 

28-1 Made To Conquer,  

50-1 (40-1) Tilbury Fort, 66-1 and upwards rest. 

Betting Soldiers fight on! 
 
THE  ponies have given us a two-week hiding, but 

as always the only way to fight back is to have  

another bet! Value in Red. 

 

Vaal Selections, Tuesday 
 

Race 1:  (10) Risk Taker (5) Flying High (3) Before 

The Dawn (11) Secret Stash 

Race 2:  (4) Endangered (14) Red Gold Moon (15) 

Rock Manor (13) Pop Icon 

Race 3: (1) Princess Penelope (2) Eskimo Kisses 

(16) Wijdaan (15) Nordic Queen 

Race 4:  (14) Nazareth (16) Therecanbeonlyone (1) 

Varquera (11) Farewell Bid 

Race 5:  (3) Favourite Model (2) Blowyourcool (12) 

Shezahotti (5) Manatuska 

Race 6:  (8) Image Award (6) Double O’Eight (9) 

Westwing Belter  (4) Operetta 

Race 7:  (4) Gimme A Wave (12) Purple Diamond 

(3) State Trooper (7) Talktothestars 

Race 8: (2) Bid Before Sunset (8) Amanika (1) Lady 

Lexington (3) Sammi Moosa 

Race 9:  (8) Supa Mufti (2) Manhattan Cocktail (3) 

True Words, (11) Dread The Dragon 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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“EYE Of The Tiger” is the first phrase that comes to mind when looking at this photo of Heversham Park’s bull of 

a stallion, Wings Of Desire (GB). That’s a bit old-fashioned, however, and “He’s Got The Look” is perhaps a better 

all-round expression for the Gr3 winner and multiple Group-1 placed son of Pivotal who has in excess of 45 

mares booked for the new season, including  3 Gr1 winners, 3 classic-winning mares, 1 runner-up in the Durban 

July and 6 Graded winners. He is the stallion Heversham Park’s Nigel and Kat Riley are hoping will lead Gauteng 

into a new era as a thoroughbred breeding region. So far so good!  (Candiese Marnewick). 
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ADVERTISE WITH US 
MAIL editor@turftalk.co.za 

Last of the Liquor Store pics! 

EVERGREEN Paul Lafferty, seen here with Winning Ways co-

host James Goofman, is well on the mend following his heart 

scare last month, and has assured his fans that he will soon 

be in tip-top shape. “The problem was that my heart was rac-

ing at a frantic pace,” he said, not surprising considering he 

attended the European Champions League Final in Madrid 

just prior to his Ticker trouble. “I’ve been in and  out of clinics, 

they performed every conceivable test and now my heart is 

down to the right rate again, I am fine.”  Laff said that he had 

already co-hosted two Winning Ways shows since his illness, 

and that he’d hosted a panel discussing the Hollywoodbets/

Gold Circle sponsorship, where he looked on the pale side, but 

with good reason. “I appeared a shade of pale because I sat 

next to an Indian guy,” he quipped. Incidentally, the pic above 

will be the last of Laff taken anywhere near a liquor store, as 

he has been cautioned to stay off the shocker for a year. 

Adventures at Bareback Mountain 
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