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OLLIE Bell, Francesca Cumani and Ed Chamberlain are all good, but much better in HD! 

High Definition is a priority as Tellytrack seeks to 

improve product for viewers 

EVERYONE who watched ITV’s amazing coverage of Royal Ascot last week had highly complementary things to 

say on social media, including a host of South African viewers who truly enjoyed the spectacle. 

The production was from the top drawer for five days 

solid, with award-winning presenters fast and  

faultlessly going about their business with truly  

insightful comments and seamless breakaways from 

one interesting spot on the course to another.  

 

There were a variety of fresh camera angles on and 

around the horses and it was all flighted in High  

Definition (HD) quality – arguably the glue that held 

the broadcast together and the single aspect that  

attracted non-racing fans to the presentation. 

 

ITV's average audience across the five days of Royal 

Ascot rose by 19 per cent from last year to 859,000. 

This year's figures were roughly equivalent to those 

that watched the broadcaster's coverage in 2017, and 

58 per cent bigger than that posted by Channel 4 the 

year before. 

Racing Post reported that ITV's average peak viewing 

figure for Royal Ascot this year, when they broadcast 

all 30 races, was up 28 per cent from 2018 at 1.25 

million. 

 

ITV's 19 per cent increase equates to year on year 

main channel output. In 2018 Thursday's coverage 

was aired on ITV4 due to the World Cup. Frankie  

Dettori's heroics at Ascot on Thursday this year helped 

contribute to the best viewing figures for any day at the 

royal meeting for seven years, with ITV reporting a 

peak of 1,402,000 people witnessing the top rider's 

exploits. 

 

ITV also achieved the highest opening day Ascot fig-

ures since the prestigious fixture was last televised by 

the BBC, averaging 887,000 viewers, equivalent to a 

12.2 per cent audience share, and with   (to page 2) 
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TELLYTRACK AND HD (fm p1) 

 

1,186,000 peak, according to ratings service Barb. 

 

Sky Sports Racing declined to publish viewing figures 

for their maiden Royal Ascot broadcast. 

 

But Barb recorded a Tuesday peak of 57,000,  

averaging 25,000 viewers against ITV's 887,000 over 

the four and a half hours when both were producing 

live afternoon output. 

 

That was followed by peaks of 67,500 and 66,200 on 

Wednesday and Thursday when ITV claimed 

1,229,000 and 1,402,000. 

 

Nick Smith, Ascot's director of racing and  

communications, said: "The viewing figures on ITV 

were great, and editorially from what I've seen and 

from the feedback I've had, it's been extremely well 

received." 

 

Switching from ITV to Tellytrack last week was truly like 

the old “chalk and cheese” adage. Compared, one 

channel was bright and exciting,  the other was a bit 

dull and boring. Minor production values aside, the 

difference lay in the HD quality of the ITV broadcast, 

and good news is that HD is high on Tellytrack’s  

priority list. 

 

Colleen Goodman, CEO of Tellytrack, told Turf Talk on 

Wednesday: “High Definition broadcasts are high on 

our list of improvements at Tellytrack, not only  

because we have to move with technology to stay  

competitive, but also because yes, we agree, it makes 

a big difference seeing these beautiful animals in high  

definition. It contributes greatly to the viewing  

experience and that is what our customers want. We 

aim to follow what the market wants.” 

 

Goodman said that for HD flighting to happen, special 

equipment is needed. On-course cameras have to be 

equipped with special lenses, and there will be a 

unique decoder on every track to encode the signals 

going out. “These are big investments, but we are just 

about ready for implementation of HD broadcasts from 

Turffontein and the Vaal, and Fairview will follow.” 

 

Technical upgrades are also needed at the Tellytrack 

studios, which have already begun and Goodman said: 

“DSTV give us an SD signal, we have already upgraded 

to 720p quality for our international clients.” 

 

Further good news is that Tellytrack has signed a two-

year contract with Multichoice to keep the channel on 

DSTV and Goodman said: “Tellytrack will remain on the 

bouquet for home subscribers, but there will be  

changes that will affect the broadcast in pubs, clubs 

and hotels, where channel #239 has been available 

free thus far.” 

 

Goodman concluded: “We’re always aiming to  

improve, we’ve seen the quality of the ITV broadcast 

and we’ll also be looking at different angles of  

presenting our broadcasts, new ways of making things 

interesting for our viewers.”  -tt 

COLLEEN Goodman: Changes afoot. 

 

HERE is Betting World’s latest 2019 Vodacom Durban 

July betting: 

 

17-10 Hawwaam 

4-1 Do It Again 

5-1 Rainbow Bridge 

6-1 Barahin 

16-1 Twist Of Fate 

20-1 Legal Eagle 

25-1 Doublemint, Magnificent Seven 

28-1 Head Honcho, Eyes Wide Open, Made To Conquer 

40s and better the balance. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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Not yet a good news story, but let’s hope... 
NOTHING hits as hard as animal abuse, and  

nothing brings tears of joy and relief like an animal 

saved... 

 

Wet Nose Animal Rescue of Bronkhorstspruit  

reports: 

 

“This afternoon (Tuesday) we were called out to 

find a beautiful horse, now named Zulu, lying in the 

middle of a dirt road, hidden by long grass, and left 

there to die. Residents had seen a well-dressed 

couple in an expensive SUV pulling a trailer with 

two horses.  

 

“They dragged Zulu off the trailer and drove off 

leaving him to die on the road. When we got to him 

he was flat ... he was dying. A local farmer brought 

water and he managed to drink a bit after which he 

picked his head up and drank a lot more. We 

brought him back to Wet Nose and our Vet has 

now done everything he can to help him.  

 

“Zulu is now on a soft bed but is very weak. He 

needs to get up and start eating. Please pray that 

he finds the will to live and the strength to get up. 

This incident happened outside of Cullinan, just off 

the road to Montana near the Zuluka board. If any-

one knows or saw anything that can help us find 

these animal abusers, please let us know. We are 

counting on the local community for help and we 

really hope that Zulu will still be with us tomorrow.” 

 

We’re hesitant  to call and find out, but we’re hap-

py that Zulu found gentle, caring hands to give him 

all the help he needs. Support Wet Nose, an  

organisation that refuses to put animals down, and 

rely on donations. Visit their website here. 

NGB’s conference on 18-19 July 
  
THE National Gambling Board (NGB) is hosting a 2-

day conference on 18-19 July 2019 in Pretoria, 

under the theme, ‘The Gambling Regulators’ and 

Operators’ Dialogue’. 

The NGB wishes to showcase the organisation, as 

a leader in the gambling industry, by sharing  

results of the latest research studies and encour-

aging discussions about the regulation of gambling 

with its stakeholders. 

 

To attend the conference, please call Vee at Litha 

Communications on +27 (0) 11 484 7663 or 

email: events1@lithacommunications.co.za. –tt. 

@turftalk1 

https://wetnose.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Hawwaam is ranked Number 13 in the world 
HAWWAAM, the Mike de Kock-trained favourite for the Vodacom Durban July, is now rated joint-13th on the  

Longines World’s Best Racehorse Rankings for three-year-olds and upwards who raced between 1 January and 9 

June this year. He has a rating of 120. 

The newest name in the top five in the rankings is 

Magical (Ire) at a rating of 125. 

 

The latest top rankings are (under Rank, Horse, Rating 

and Country trained in): 

 

1 BEAUTY GENERATION (NZ) 125 HK 

1 CITY OF LIGHT (USA) 125 USA 

1 WINX (AUS) 125 AUS 

4 SANTA ANA LANE (AUS) 124 AUS 

5 HAPPY CLAPPER (AUS) 123 AUS 

5 MAGICAL (IRE) 123 IRE 

7 OLD PERSIAN (GB) 122 UAE 

7 WALDGEIST (GB) 122 FR 

Magical, who was previously rated at 120, is undefeat-

ed in three starts this year.  

 

Her latest victory was a seven-length romp in the Tat-

tersalls Gold Cup (Group 1), and has also won the 

Coolmore Highland Reel Irish EBF Mooresbridge 

Stakes (Group 2) and Alleged Stakes (Group 3) this 

year. 

 

Battaash (IRE) [121] joins this month’s rankings after 

winning his seasonal debut in the Armstrong Aggre-

gates Temple Stakes (Group 2), which he took by 2.5 

lengths. Mustashry (GB) [121] is equally ranked after 

his 2.5-length victory in the Al Shaqab Lockinge Stakes 

(Group 1).  -IFHA. 
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Today’s to-do list 

1) GET KZN SALES CATALOGUES, FIND HORSE TO BUY 

2) BUY VDJ FORM GUIDE, START STUDYING! 

At Durban July draw 
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THE one thing every South African racing enthusiast desires 

most: A Durban July winner! Ten years ago, part-owner  

Raymond Deacon (left) believed his Glen Kotzen-trained  

runner Big City Life was going to win the race, saw it come 

true and described the feeling of being in a dream bubble as 

he charged like a rugby player through a shoulder-to-shoulder 

crowd towards the winner’s enclosure.  

Raymond knows the feeling... 

ACTOR Peter O’Toole once remarked: “My favourite food from 

my homeland is Guinness. My second choice in Guinness. My 

third choice - would have to be Guinness.” This photo was 

posted on Facebook by Amanda Carey of Ridgemont/

Highlands, who visited the Guinness Storehouse in Dublin, 

Ireland, with her family. But knowing Amanda, she would’ve 

left the tasting of the bitter, dark beer to husband Craig, think-

ing of the words said by comedian Kinky Friedman: “I admit I 

was drinking a Guinness... but I did not swallow!” Anyway, 

about the horse and cart, there are a few of them in the area, 

used to transport visitors from hotels to Storehouse and (some 

of them) back. 

The power of the dark stuff 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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