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CHARLES looks the right choice in the Track and Ball Derby at Scottsville. (Wayne Marks). 

Blossom and Charles: Good weekend double 

CHARLES has not hit his straps since arriving in KZN for Champions Season but there is no doubt that he is a 

colt with ability. He is one of only two horses to have beaten Cape Winter Classic winner Vardy – Cape Guineas 

winner One World the other – and he finished second to Atyaab in the Investec Derby, writes ANDREW  

HARRISON of Gold Circle. 

Charles lines up in the Gr3 Track & Ball Derby at 

Scottsville tomorrow, a ‘derby’ only in name with just 

two of the 10 runners being three-year-olds. 

 

In both KZN races, the KRA Guineas and the Daily 

News 2000, Charles sported blinkers. They obviously 

did not have the desired effect as Brett Crawford has 

removed them for tomorrow.  

 

Their absence will hopefully correspond with an  

improvement in form as he will need a convincing  

performance if he is to have any chance of making the 

final field for the Vodacom Durban July, the field being 

announced next Tuesday. 

 

Charles will not be short of opposition with the filly Se-

cret Potion, Roy Had Enough and Top Classman three 

others with their names still in the VDJ hat. 

 

Frank Robinson was less than complimentary about 

the pace of the Cup Trial where Roy Had Enough fell 

victim to a pedestrian gallop as the riders played cat 

and mouse in the stiff breeze that chased them home. 

Anton Marcus has stayed with Roy Had Enough but if 

there is no pace he may have to go forward and make 

his own. 

 

Geoff Woodruff saddles Secret Potion, the only filly in 

the race, and if she can put one over her male coun-

terparts then she must have a shout of at least being 

invited to make the VDJ line-up. 

 

She has the best of the draw and Woodruff said mid-

week, “From there you can just about   (to page 2) 
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KZN DERBY, OAKS (fm page 1) 

 

pick your spot. She is a good filly, she just 

needs the opportunity to show it. If there is a 

good pace and she finds a nice spot, she is a 

big runner, because she can really turn it on.” 

 

Top weight Dawn Assault is as game as they 

come and was beaten just over a length in the 

WSB 1900 which boasted a stronger line-up 

than what he meets here. 

 

Mr Winsome will be defending his title but has 

been winless since that last win and comes into 

the race off a barrier trial and a blow-out in a 

handicap. 

 

However, Dean Kannemeyer is a master  

craftsman and a win for Mr Winsome would not 

come as a major surprise. 

 

Silver Rose is a course and distance specialist 

and White Lightning is hopelessly out at the 

weights but boasts a highly consistent recent 

record and was doing his best work late behind 

The Sultans Bazaar suggesting that the extra 

two furlongs may be what he’s looking for. 

 

The Track & Ball Oaks is equally tricky but since 

the race was opened to older horses, it has 

been difficult for three-year-olds. Blossom is 

close to the top of her class having finished 

runner up in the SA Oaks at Turffontein and a 

useful third in the Woolavington 2000. 

 

She looks to be the best of the sophomore con-

tingent but Sabina’s Dynasty, Insignis and Roy’s 

Riviera will be difficult to get past. 

 

East Coast Handicap winner Roy’s Riviera looks 

to have the wood on top weight Sabina’s  

Dynasty but the latter is having her third outing 

for Brett Crawford and was reeling in VDJ hope-

ful Mayabi Gold quickly in the Scottsville mud in 

The Scarlet Lady, that race possibly more of a 

guide. 

 

Insignis, along with Roy’s Riviera are VDJ  

hopefuls, but both will need spectacular perfor-

mances if they are to make the final field. 

*The Betting World Double on Blossom and 

Charles works out to around 4-1. –tt. 

VDJH draw at Gateway Mall 
 

RACING fans are welcome to attend the public unveiling of the 

Vodacom Durban July final field and draw for barrier positions 

at Gateway Shopping Mall on Tuesday 25 June at 12h00. 

 

The announcement, which will also be televised live on  

Tellytrack, will take place on the lower level just outside the 

H&M store, not far from the main entrance to Gateway. 

 

Previously held at Greyville Race Course, the decision to move 

the final field announcement and draw for barrier positions to 

a public space at Gateway comes about as a result of an ex-

citing new partnership between Gateway, Vodacom and Gold 

Circle. “We are very excited to be opening this all important 

event to the racing and general public and to welcome Gate-

way as an official partner to the Vodacom Durban July,” said 

Gold Circle’s Racing Executive Raf Sheik.  - Gold Circle. 

Collaterals show value bets 
 

IF you have a good look at the collateral (comparative) form-

lines of Races 8 and 9 and Scottsville, you will see why we 

selected Donnan (Race 8, 8-1) and Dreams are Made (Race 9, 

9-2) as the weekend’s value bets. Be lucky! 

 

Scottsville Selections, Saturday 
 

Race 1: (4) Shango  (8) Winter Tour (11) Impressive Duchess 

(7) Valiente 

Race 2:  (4) Tree Tumbo (5) Arizona Silk (3) Liberty Hall (2) 

Alibi Guy 

Race 3:  (2) Dancing Princess (10) Torrent (1) First Sighting (3) 

She’s A Crusade 

Race 4: (7) Bouncing Tigger (4) Urban Oasis (5) Aristachus 

(11) Syx Shooter 

Race 5: (1) Old Man Tyme (6) My Majestic Glory (7) Talktoth-

estars (5) Cabo Da Cruz 

Race 6: (9) Blossom (4) Dynasty’s Blossom (3) Roy’s Riveira 

(2) Insignis 

Race 7:  (9) Charles (8) Secret Potion (2) Roy Had Enough (1) 

Dawn Assault 

Race 8:  (6) Donnan (2) Via Salaria (3) Mashari (8) Hidden 

Influence 

Race 9:  (9) Dreams Are Made (2) Someone Exciting (11) Loli-

ta Delago (5) Steffi’s Graft 



3 

 



4 

 

Tanya Gee passes after tragedy 
STUNNING Tanya Gee (photo), the equine physiotherapist 

who was kicked by a horse at Turffontein earlier this week, 

has died of complications following severe head trauma. 

The popular girl with the remarkable love for horses and a 

blossoming career was reportedly injured in a freak acci-

dent when she tried to assist a groom. She was rushed to 

hospital and after initial promising signs her father an-

nounced on Wednesday: “We saw the doctors this morning 

and they have stopped treatment. They suspect that no 

blood is getting to her brain. If that is confirmed then we 

have the difficult decision to make. We have made peace 

with the situation and have basically already said our good-

byes. Things will be hectic later so I am not sure if I will be 

able to send the final message. If a miracle occurs I will let 

you all know but in our hearts we know it is the last hours. 

Please spend a little time now remembering Tanya, our 

beautiful daughter.” We are speechless, and we share the 

family’s sorrow! - tt. 
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Royal Ascot on Friday 
 

 

15.30 The Albany Stakes (Group 3) 

 

16.05 The King Edward VII Stakes (Group 2) 

 

16.40 The Commonwealth Cup (Group 1) 

 

17.20 The Coronation Stakes (Group 1) 

 

18.00 The Sandringham Stakes (Listed) (Handicap) 

Seen at Royal Ascot 
TURF Talk columnist David Allan is  

rumoured to be a fan of Michael Gove, 

that awkward little man who looks like the 

old Trust Bank mascot and wants to be 

British PM. We’re BOJO fans, so David is 

lucky to get his pic published today, but 

further rumours have it that he may be 

putting in a run for PM himself, so we’ll 

stay in his good books. Top right are 

Amanda and Craig Carey of Ridgemont/

Highlands, we mention her 

first ’cause she wears the 

pants. On the right we have 

UK-based socialite Brian 

Finch, Steven ‘Walking Stick’ 

Jell, John ‘Longsword’ Koster 

and Adrian ‘Sweeney’ Todd, 

strutting their stuff among the 

Ascot elites on Tuesday. 
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Ferraris, De Kock for big remake 

WARNER Bros have  announced that David Ferraris and Mike 

de Kock will be cast as Starsky and Hutch (originals David 

Soul and Paul Michael Glaser below) for the 1970s detective 

duo’s second movie remake. Ben Stiller and Owen Wilson 

have stepped aside voluntarily and Stiller said: “The guys on 

the pic are perfect, pay them what they want!” 

Fridays are friggin’ freaky! 

“I’m not Crazy Horse! Crazy Horse is a Man. I’m Fred!” 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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