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PETER V’landys, next big idea. 

NSW racing plans ‘horse town’ outside of Sydney 
RACING NSW has ambitious plans to transform a proposed mine site in the Southern Highlands into a  

world-class training centre and "horse town" modelled on Newmarket in England. 

The organisation has also purchased two racecourses 

in the Hunter region but the most ambitious vision is 

to find a property of more than 400 hectares to estab-

lish the country's premier training hub within two 

hours of Sydney. A favoured location is a greenfield 

site near Berrima where the controversial Hume Coal 

Project is proposed to be developed.  

 

The mine is in doubt after the NSW Independent Plan-

ning Commission last month identified a range of envi-

ronmental and social issues with the project, which in 

December received a damning assessment from the 

Department of Planning and Assessment. Prominent 

broadcaster Alan Jones has been among the most 

outspoken opponents of the proposed development. 

 

As part of an infrastructure spending blitz aimed at 

future-proofing the industry, Racing NSW has already 

spent $88 million in improvement to race tracks 

around the state including rebuilds. 

Almost $100 million of revenue from the NSW point of 

consumption tax has been set aside for upgrades 

alongside prize money boosts for The Championships 

and the $45 million Everest carnival. 

 

With major training tracks at Randwick, Rosehill and 

Warwick Farm at capacity and coming under pressure 

from the urbanisation of Sydney, Racing NSW believes 

the future for the majority of training is outside  

Sydney. 

 

“It is not easy to find that much land but we have 

looked a couple of options,” Racing NSW chief execu-

tive Peter V’landys said. “Ideally it would be centre 

around a country town, which would be revitalised by 

the investment and become Australia’s Newmarket. 

 

“We need to increase our training facilities and infra-

structure to world’s best standard. We have the best 

carnivals in the country and the plan is   (to page 2) 
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to have training that matches anywhere in the world.” 

 

The European model has growing appeal, where there 

are miles of straight gallops on different surfaces. It take 

stress off horses as they are not constantly turning as 

they do in Australia when trained on racecourses. 

 

Newmarket in England is a training heaven. It is racing 

town where horses have right of way as they are heading 

to train or to the racecourse. 

 

“We would like it to be like the world’s great training  

centres and would take more time to develop with train-

ing gallops and tracks but also be home to all the parts 

of the industry," V'landys said. 

 

“It would also be environmentally friendly and give  

sustainable boost to the region." 

 

The vision for it was set out in the Racing NSW strategic 

plan earlier this year, which stated trainers would be 

able to buy land and build their own stables. It claimed 

trainers could “invest in an asset that will enjoy ongoing 

demand. Over time, this will better enable trainers to 

secure their financial future rather than simply renting 

stabling over a prolonged period." 

 

According to the strategic plan, Racing NSW would 

"retain the option to fund the construction of some sta-

bling. However, these would be leased at a premium 

rental and Racing NSW would retain the ability to have 

trainers required to meet key performance indicators.” 

 

Racing NSW last year purchased Bart Cummings’ Princ-

es Farm in the Hawkesbury, which is set to be used a 

training academy. has also purchased the Scone race-

course and surrounding land and it will become a 120-

hectare training centre of excellence in Australia’s best 

horse country. 

 

Racing NSW is also in the progress of completing a deal 

to buy the Cessnock racecourse from the Newcastle 

Jockey Club to convert it into a training-only track. 

 

“The money that we buy Cessnock with, would be fun-

nelled back into building more stables at Newcastle, 

which make our investment there even more viable,” 

V’landys said. “The Cessnock meetings would be move 

to Newcastle’s Beaumont track and it would be made 

into training centre.”  - from Sydney Morning Herald. 

Another four for high-riding combo? 
 

FOR punters, Mike de Kock’s recent association with 

Anton Marcus has proved very profitable. They had 

four winners at Turffontein last Saturday, and the 

veteran rider is flying from his Durban base again to 

take four mounts for De Kock at the city track on  

Saturday. Assistant trainer Mathew de Kock said: 

“We have every intention of saddling four winners 

again, but whether things will work out like that again 

I don’t know.” He said Marcus’s mount Lagertha 

(race 5) was the best of his quartet and also men-

tioned newcomer Afraad (race 4), a R2,4m National 

Sales purchase by recently deceased champion stal-

lion Dynasty. “Afraad is a bit soft still, he needs   

racing but he shows pace so we give him a chance.” 
 

Turffontein selections, Saturday 

 
Race 1: (8) Steak and Ale (10) Vaseem (5) On My 

Mind (9) Tiger’s Rock 

Race 2: (6) Escape To Victory (5) Diorama (8) Flam-

ing Opal (10) Nazareth 

Race 3: (3) Arabian Air (1) Crown Guardian (2) Flash 

Burn (7) Comaneci 

Race 4: (10) Afraad (1) Orchid Street (3) Campanilla 

(9) Shady Affair 

Race 5: (8) Lagertha (1) Britannia Queen (4) Ocean’s 

Pride (9) Ocean’s Charm 

Race 6: (11) Lone Survivor (9) Tarsus (2) Greenwood 

Drive (1) Rocky Night 

Race 7: (3) Silver Spectrum (1) King’s Archer (5) Pri-

vate Ruler (7) Marshall Foch 

Race 8: (8) Pale Lilac (4) Jamra (5) Tammany Hall (6) 

Fariha 

Race 9: (2) Sans Regrets (1) Ruby Dancer (6) Coun-

tess Trenton (5) Frankly 

MARCUS and De Kock: Not the worst combination. 
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CRUSADE, a loss to breeding industry. 

Crusade is euthanised after battle with colic 
CLIFTON Stud’s stallion Crusade, battling a severe bout of colic this week, was humanely euthanised after being 

transported to Drs Baker & McVeigh in Summerveld. The decision was made to humanely euthanise Crusade 

whilst under anaesthetic, due to considerable and irreparable damage found to his colon during surgery. 

Purchased by the KZN Breeders Club utilising the KZN 

Breeders Premium Scheme, Crusade was a perfect fit 

for the criteria the KZN Breeders Club were looking for 

– a European Gr1 winner who had raced Lasix-free 

with a pedigree. 

 

A Gr1 Middle Park Stakes winning son of Mr Greeley 

out of a speedy Group winning Coolmore mare that 

Crusade strongly resembled in looks, his dam went on 

to produce multiple Gr1 winner Seventh Heaven, with 

her progeny thereafter placing in numerous European 

Group races. 

 

It was a pedigree bursting with Gr1 Middle Park 

Stakes winners, and Crusade went on to produce 

many winning sprinter and sprinter milers. He 

stamped his progeny in no uncertain terms, usually  

plain black with his head resembled, in particular 

hindquarters, and on the rare occasion plain liver 

chestnuts which must have been a throwback to his 

own sire Mr Greeley. 

 

Crusade’s lifetime winners to runners percentage 

stands at 55% and for the season 46% winners to 

runners, his average earnings per runner is R54 

360.00, with R5-million in stakes earned. His stakes 

horses include Covered In Snow, Bullsade, recent Gr1 

placed behind Oh Susanna – Silent Crusade, Butchie 

Boy, and the sadly deceased Alfeo who passed away 

after crossing the finish line.  - KZN Breeders. 

Mare sale’s depth of quality 
 

SUNDAY’s Klawervlei mare sale has unique opportuni-

ties. There are mares, in foal mares with foals at foot 

and weanlings for sale. Most of the mares are by inter-

national world class broodmare sires inc. Galileo,  

Fastnet Rock, Fusaichi Pegasus and Giant’s Causeway,  

 

South African based broodmare sires presented that 

are shooting the lights out include Captain Al, Jet Mas-

ter and Trippi. The mares are mostly in foal to a very 

exciting bunch of young stallions making a huge impres-

sion on the tracks in SA. They include Captain Of All (6), 

Pomodoro (7), Twice Over (3), and Vercingetorix (3).  

Two mares carry Champion sire Trippi foals. New sires 

include the top class racehorses Coup de Grace (6), 

Rafeef (1), Royal Mo (9) and the great William Long-

sword (6). What is really exciting for buyers and pin-

hookers are the 3 in 1 foal at foot/ pregnancy combos. 

To cap it, the weanlings are by exciting stallions Captain 

Of All (2), Pomodoro (8), Red Ray (2) and Twice Over (1).  

 

Female lines of Captain Al, Pomodoro, Time For War, 

Bad Girl Runs, Horse Chestnut, Carry On Alice, Little 

Miss Magic, Riviersonderend, Nhlavini, Private Reserve, 

Rafeef, Gypsy’s Warning, Danehill  abound in this cata-

logue.  All in all, a wonderful opportunity for the industry 

players to invest in high quality stock in a country style 

atmosphere.  Don’t miss!  - tt. 
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Garrett and Amos… true legends 

EVEN today, there are older racing fans who maintain that 

trainer Syd Garrett (photo), was in a league of his own, a man 

who would teach today’s maestros a thing or two. Not sure if 

there’s any way of verifying that, but Garrett has always been 

a legend, and so has jockey Stanley Amos, who rode until he 

was in the shade of 70 years old and swam in the ocean  

almost every day to keep fit. The horse is said to be Sadri II, 

winner of the 1941 Durban July Handicap. 

FORMER Triple Tiara winner Cherry On The Top (Tiger Ridge) 

has already produced the multiple Graded-placed Blossom 

(Silvano) from her first few foals. She is presently carrying a 

foal by deceased champion stallion Dynasty, a ‘baby’ her  

owners and connections at Mauritzfontein Stud are much 

looking forward to. Steven Jell visited her in a Mauritzfontein 

paddock on Friday morning. 

Breeding the best to the best 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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