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JENNIFER Whitaker, a flag bearer for female jockeys in the US. (Pic: Heather Sacha). 

Female jockeys fight against sexism in Washington 

WHILE US women continue to fight for equal wages and respect within the workplace, the horse racing industry 

is surrounded by barriers made to keep women out. Women jockeys are rare, but it’s not for lack of interest.  

Sexism continues to rear its head as trainers typically 

refuse to race females and continue to push them to 

the outskirts of the business. They claim women can’t 

get the job done as well as a man because they’re 

weaker, but a few key female jockeys in Washington 

aren’t going to let that outdated belief get in their way. 

 

Jennifer Whitaker is the only female jockey competing 

this season at Emerald Downs at Auburn, Washington. 

She’s been an exercise rider since she was 20 years 

old and started her horse career as a groom in 1997. 

Despite the pressures, she has never considered quit-

ting. She’s spent the last two decades jockeying for 

horse trainer Howard Belvoir, and she’s proving that 

women jockeys can be just as good as men. 

 

At the start of the 2019 season, Whitaker is on her 

way to becoming only the 10th rider in the history of 

Emerald Downs to achieve 500 career wins. Compare 

her stats to all the other jockeys (all the men), and 

you’ll see a clear difference. You won’t see anything 

about her being weaker or not as skilled, and she’s 

consistently winning.  

 

She says, “It’s a male-dominated field and we have put 

our foot in the door and proved to society that we’re 

equal and we can do it — bottom line — just like any 

others. There are people who won’t put you on horses 

because you’re a female. They think you’re weaker, 

but like I said, it’s not always about the strength — 

sometimes it’s about getting a horse to run without 

strong-arming them.” 

 

Whitaker’s trainer, Howard Belvoir, is one of few train-

ers in the industry who has decided to throw away out-

dated and sexist beliefs. He’s proud to support his 

female jockey, but he also admits the road to change 

won’t be easy. The bias against female   (to page 2) 
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riders is deeply embedded in the sport. He told 

Q13Fox, “It’s always going to be there. It’s never 

going to close.” 

 

"I think if you're a winning combination, you're a 

winning combination," said horse trainer Sharon 

Ross. She knows exactly what a trainer looks for 

in a jockey. "Patience, good hands, a good clock 

in their head, a sense of timing," she said.  

 

Female jockeys are a rare sight, but that 

doesn’t mean they don’t exist. There are several 

women in the horse racing industry fighting eve-

ry day to prove they’re just as good as the men. 

It will be a long journey for them to finally earn 

the respect they deserve, but Whitaker and the 

others are up to the challenge.  - from 

iheart.com. 

Not our favourite meeting 
 
TRADITIONALLY, mid-winter is not the time to 

plan retirement bets in Gauteng and today’s 

Vaal line-up offers the regular cold, midweek 

fare. The thing is, we are going to bet anyway, 

and we’ve identified 10-1 shot All I Got (Race 6) 

as some value—she’s dropped to a competitive 

level in this handicap, is course and distance 

suited and has a fair draw. Sean Tarry’s Pomo-

doro-gelding  Jet Storm  (Race 2) is probably a 

Bi-Pot and P/A banker and Joe Soma liked Jay 

Bomb last time out, she’ll go close in Race 1. 

 

Vaal Selections, Tuesday 

 
Race 1:  (1) Jay Bomb (10) Hot Stwings (4) Just 

My Luck (3) Caftan 

Race 2:  (2) Allyouneedislove (3) Before The 

Dawn (12) Snow Palace (5) Gallic Princess 

Race 3: (1) Jet Storm (2) Fort Carol (10) Blue 

Flute (9) Atomic Blonde 

Race 4:  (2) American Indian (4) Horace (3) 

Wonderous Climber (1) Drommedaris 

Race 5: (4) Lady Val (1) Pretty Border (2) Gotta-

lottaluv (3) Pretty Ballerina 

Race 6: (15) All I Got (7) Itsmydarlin (5) Live In 

Love (3) Jolly Josephine 

Race 7:  (9) Double O’Eight (6) Three Stars (2) 

Dalai’s Promise (1) Winter Watch 

Race 8:  (2) Reconnaissance (4) Royal City (7) 

Prince Jordan (12) Pieces Of Gold 

OUR READERS’ LETTERS 

All shapes and sizes on Social Media 
 
Your article on Racing's Twitter Trolls (TT News: Racing’s Twit-

terati, Tuesday 11 June) is nothing short of brilliant. Much 

racing discourse is now on social media, and as a member of 

countless Facebook and Whatsapp racing groups, and as a 

person who follows racing every day, I've encountered all 

these characters.  

 

SA seems particularly cursed with serial Boomers, jockey 

bashers, dubious info pedlars, fake or someone else's ticket 

posters, and downright conmen. But without venturing into the 

dodgy totes the many racing groups are at least a medium to 

commiserate with fellow punters! Cheers! 

-Paul Alexander, Johannesburg. 

 

 Molly’s actually a few meals ahead 
 

Well done to a well written article by Molly. (Molly’s UK Adven-

tures Part 2).  I wonder if Phumelela read the Turf Talk…Food 

is so important at any entertainment venue!! 

 

Pleased to hear Anthony Delpech has a “part-time” Position 

and Joey Soma you are a Star.  We as punters are sick of read-

ing “no comment”.  Good luck to you all.  

-Vivian Mansour, Johannesburg 

 

Will they heed the call? 
 

I will be interested to see if trainers will follow Joe Soma’s  

example and start giving insightful comments before the races 

published in the media. My heart hopes, my head says nothing 

will happen. 

-Name withheld by request, Umhlanga. 

 

You okes talk a lot of crap! 

Surely you think more of your own publication? Cheers, 

-Johnny Gerber, Johannesburg. 
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This big filly is 

well liked  

GAVIN Lerena describes 

Ideal World’s daughter 

Moroccan Flame as, “the 

biggest filly I’ve ever  

ridden!” They won a good 

race at the Vaal on  

Tuesday and can soon 

follow up. Trainer Geoff 

Woodruff bought Moroc-

can Flame for his wife 

Carol, who liked her at the 

Mistico Sale where she 

was not sold. Carol saw 

her again at the Ready To 

Run Sale in 2017 and 

said she was the best 

mover at the auction.  - tt. 

Ascot stewards banned a 

‘dangerous’ jockey 
 

In 1954 the stewards at Royal Ascot took exception to 

an 18-year-old jockey, banning him for the rest of the 

meeting for "dangerous and erratic riding". The Jockey 

Club doubled down, citing his "complete disregard for 

the rules of racing and for the safety of other jockeys" as 

a reason for withdrawing his licence for six months, while  

adding the condition he would only get it back if he spent 

the six months working for a trainer other than his  

father.  

 

That jockey was Lester Piggott, who got into trouble part-

nering Never Say Die – the horse he won his first of nine 

Derbys on earlier that month – in the King Edward VII 

Stakes. They got into an extremely rough tussle with the 

eventual winner Rashleigh on the final bend. Piggott 

missed the ride when Never Say Die landed the St Leger 

by 12 lengths. One that got away.  - Racing Post. 

LESTER Piggott. 

 ADVERTISE WITH US AND REACH THE  

INFLUENTIAL IN SOUTH AFRICAN RACING 

Starts 
18 June 

V’Landys is outlandish! 
 

RACING NSW chief executive Peter V'landys says he 

is disappointed by a "cheap shot" by Victoria Racing 

Club chair Amanda Elliott who referenced him as "a 

silly little man making silly decisions." 

 

Elliott was taking aim at Racing NSW over their  

recent prizemoney splurges and races including the 

$14 million The Everest and $7.5 million The Golden 

Eagle. 

 

Elliott, on Melbourne radio RSN, said she was  

frustrated by "the single-minded (NSW)  

determination to knock off Victoria (which) just infur-

iates me to be honest. 

 

In a clear reference to V'Landys, she said, "I think it's 

just a silly little man making silly decisions." 

 

Racenet contacted V'landys in response to Elliott's 

remarks and he said: "Personal abuse and cheap 

shots are very disappointing. 

 

"I will always play the ball not the player. 

 

"Also I’m 5 ft 9.5 and 5ft 10 if I wear heels - I can’t 

help that I have short legs. 

 

"I've got to say that if I said those sort of things 

about her (Elliott) I would probably be frogmarched 

out the door (of Racing NSW). 

 

"I've always said that you shouldn't attack anyone's 

self esteem or appearance in that sort of way. 

"There is not much you can do about your appear-

ance - when I was young I used to hang my arms off 

the clothes line and hope I would get taller but it 

never worked!”  - racenet.com.au. 
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Off to Chantilly for Stars meeting 

THIRD-year apprentice Kabelo Matsunyane has jetted off to 

France to contest Sunday’s Prix Longines Future Racing Stars 

meeting to be held at the Chantilly Racecourse. He is accom-

panied by South African Jockey Academy Principal Graham 

Bailey (photo) and National Jockey Coach Robert Moore.  

Kabelo has ridden 43 winners this season. “I will do my best 

to make everyone proud,” he said before his departure. 

Mpume Mjoka won the Future Stars race for SA in 2017. 

...and the Cutie-Pie award goes to…! 

10-year-old Brooklyn Delpech, daughter of Anthony and  

Candice, has started riding her horse Gigi at Summerveld. 

“She fell off and she was nervous, but she’s gone back to start 

again,” said her dad. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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