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THE famous 2018 Green Point Stakes finish, with Rainbow Bridge nearest camera, the yellow cap of Do It Again 

(far side, obscured) and light blue cap of Undercover Agent (obscured). Inserted: Soqrat and Cirillo, three-year-old 

stars. (Chase Liebenberg/JC Photos). 

Gold Circle has good use for a wide winter blanket 
HERE’s a silly intro, but it will probably work: Does Gold Circle have a big blanket this winter? They’re going to 

need one tomorrow to throw over, perhaps six horses, in the photo finish to the Gr1 Rising Sun at Greyville. 

Our headline image shows the heart-stopping finish to 

last year’s Green Point Stakes at Kenilworth in which 

Rainbow Bridge, Do It Again and Undercover Agent all 

finished within bobbing heads of each other and the 

winner, Legal Eagle. 

 

All but Legal Eagle, and with the inclusion of the lead-

ing three-year-olds Soqrat and Cirillo, will contest  

Saturday’s race. All their trainers have described them 

as champions, and they sure all are, to varying  

degrees. All the camps have expressed confidence this 

week. 

 

Peter Muscutt, assistant to trainer Brett Crawford, said 

about Undercover Agent: “I think he is better on a right-

hand track and Greyville is far more suitable for him as 

a forward going horse than Kenilworth. They have got 

to come and get him.” 

 

Justin Snaith said of Do It Again: “He is doing very well,  

he looks amazing and everything has gone to plan. He 

is a top, top horse, a champion. 

 

Mike de Kock saddles Soqrat and commented: “He’s 

had a long season but shows no signs of it. He is very 

well, there are other top horses in the race but he 

could be all over them!” 

 

Cirillo was a part of the three-cornered finish in the 

Drill Hall Stakes over 1400m, where Undercover Agent 

kept his head in front of a flying Rainbow Bridge and 

trainer Sean Tarry said: “Cirillo has a lot to do at the 

weights, but he is in fine shape, a big runner.” 

 

Rainbow Bridge, likely to start favourite, did pace work 

at Summerveld earlier this week and trainer Eric 

Sands commented: “He has definitely come on since 

his second in the Drill Hall Stakes. He now knows  

Greyville and he strips fitter.” 

(to page 2) 
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A BLANKET FINISH LIKELY (fm p1) 

 
For us, Sands’ comments are key. If Rainbow Bridge 

has improved a few lengths since the Drill Hall, he has 

them at his mercy here. He would have won the Drill 

Hall in just one more stride, not even a shadow of 

doubt about that, and on the way he ran on that  

evening, he would have been two lengths clear in  

another 100m.  

 

The one concern is that Rainbow Bridge always seems 

to get flat-footed halfway down the straight, he is one-

paced for a few strides before he picks it up and 

“motors”. If that happens again tomorrow, the  

mercurial Do It Again can get his head up first, though 

he is also prone to momentarily treading water before 

he takes off.  

 

Does that leave the door open for Undercover Agent 

and the three-year-olds, who all waste no time in  

galloping at full pace and always sustain their efforts 

with no interruption?  

 

Possibly. The race will show. (Ja, ja, the sun will shine, 

or it will be cloudy). We think Rainbow Bridge will win 

this encounter, but that blanket remains a prop well 

advised for this spectacle!  - tt. 

Andre Nel’s runners offer value 
 

TRAINER Andre Nel’s runners are coming to the boil in 

Kwazulu-Natal, evident in a third place by his MR81 

Capoeira in last Saturday’s Gr1 Daily News, Hawwaam 

and Twist Of Fate ahead of him. Nel’s  

Kampala Campari is a 13-1 shot in Saturday’s Gr3 

Cup Trial, but judged on his 5 January run to  

Doublemint we give him a nice value chance at the 

weights. When we studied the form for Race 8, we 

thought that Red Shift would be priced up in the 4-1 

range, so his 11-2 looks eachway value. He’s failed 

once before over a mile, but being by Silvano, he will 

be improving all the time and looks to be well placed 

for a minor feature win here. Paul Lafferty’s White 

Lightning won’t have a lack of owners’ support I Race 

9, he’s getting close to winning and the 2000m at 

Greyville should suit. With Lyle Hewitson booked, he’s 

a third value offering if the first two get rolled. 

 

* A PICK 6 MEGAPOOL OF R3-MILLION IS EXPECTED 

AT THE GREYVILLE MEETING 

 

Greyville Selections, Saturday 
 

Race 1: (2) Isikwami Sam (9) Jer (4) Hey Jude (5) La 

Duchesse 

Race 2: (3) What You Are (7) Innogen (1) Mai Tai (2) 

Mary O 

Race 3: (2) Russian Prince (1) Van Halen (3) Bassilius 

(4) Desolate Road 

Race 4: (1) Eshaan (3) Alramz (7) Kayden’s Pride (5) 

Enjoy The View 

Race 5: (4) Kampala Campari (1) Eyes Wide Open (6) 

Doublemint (3) Made To Conquer 

Race 6: (1) Oh Susanna (6) Elusive Fort (2) Campho-

ratus (10) In The Dance 

Race 7: (2) Rainbow Bridge (1) Do It Again (3) Under-

cover Agent (6) Soqrat 

Race 8: (4) Red Shift (5) Forthelasttime (6) Tommy 

Grand (13) Sauvage 

Race 9: (7) White Lightning (2) Wealthy (3) Paths Of 

Victory (13) Walterthepenniless 

Race 10: (2) So Var (5) Cumulus (3) Exclusive Quantity 

(15) Hard To Play 

ON TURF TALK WEBSITE 
 

EXCITING STALLIONS FOR E-CAPE, KZN 

HEWITSON GETS HIS HONG KONG CHANCE 

DURBAN JULY LOG 

PUNTERS’ BAD HABITS 

@turftalk1 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/exciting-stallions-for-eastern-cape-kzn/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/hewitson-gets-his-hong-kong-chance/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/durban-july-log/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/punters-have-bad-habits/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


3 

 



4 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


5 

 

CAPTAIN’s Reward (Lyle Hewitson), late start to her career. 

Late starter Captain’s Reward may still have the mettle 

THE way Captain Al fillies are going, one can forgive punters for making Sean Tarry-trained Captain’s Reward a 

good thing, without knowing anything before Race 2 at the Vaal on Thursday. 

Klawervlei-bred Captain’s Reward started at 9-10, 

cruised up to the leaders with 400m to run and toyed 

with them, winning easily in 69.25s, faster than the 

smart-looking colt who win Race 1 for Mike de Kock 

and connections. 

 

This is the type of filly Tarry would normally run earlier 

and he told Turd Talk: “People don’t know what’s going 

on behind the scenes. Captain’s Reward has been 

problematic to train. She has had soundness problems 

and we’ve taken our time with her, she’s had two 

spells on the farm too, it hasn’t been easy.” 

 

Just as a force of habit one would see fillies like these 

winning and assume that they’re going straight into 

feature races, but Tarry reminded that her chances of 

winning a three-year-old classic are over: “Remember, 

she’s almost four!” 

 

Captain’s Reward was a R2,6-million buy at the CTS 

April Sale in 2017, and Tarry commented: “ I trained 

her brother, Captain’s Causeway, he was a terrific 

horse but also unsound. Captain’s Reward didn’t have 

the best of legs when we bought her, but we did so on 

the strength of her brother’s ability. 

 

“She beat a form horse and a well-bred filly, we have a 

good starting point. We’ll take it step by step now.” 

 

We’re holding thumbs that this one can win several 

more for owner Chris van Niekerk, her debut was im-

pressive. Van Niekerk will know, however, that fillies by 

the great Captain Al will soon be in the priceless range 

as broodmares, this one won’t be a loss, whatever  

happens.  - tt. 

Follow Mollett, fill your wallet 
 

OUR columnist, Dave Mollett, admits leaving the  

Epsom Derby meeting with "empty pockets", but he got 

punters out of jail with his tips for Kempton Park on 

Tellytrack on Wednesday night. Punters collected 

R6,378 by taking Molly's R192 PA perm and they got 

R2,378 for his R336 jackpot perm. 
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TROY Finch and MJ Byleveld (photo), paid a visit to MJ’s 

former mount William Longsword at Klawervlei Stud on 

Thursday. He was one of Vaughan Marshall’s Gr1 winning 

sons of Captain Al who impressed with his long, powerful 

stride and the way he put his rivals away with contempt. 

Klawervlei expects his foals to do the same. Mares are 

awaiting the big guy for his second season of servicing. 

Finch, who took  the photo, reported: “William Longsword is 

so very impressive and a true gentleman. He gave us his 

time and attention in his paddock and showed off with his 

good looks. What a stallion!” 

Smart guy puts them to the Sword! 

The 2019 Secretariat Festival is scheduled for October 11-13 

in Lexington, Ky. This year's renewal will coincide with the  

historic unveiling of the new, larger-than-life Secretariat  

Monument. Sculptor Jocelyn Russell is constructing a statue 

of the 1973 Triple Crown winner. He’ll be posed in full stride 

winning the Kentucky Derby. 

Secretariat was larger than life 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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