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JOE Soma: “Punters are bored with racing, they need something extra.” 

Soma urges fellow-trainers to spruce up 

their pre-race comments 
JOE Soma, annoyed that his pre-race comment about Left Hook (Vaal Thursday) was omitted from the list of 

trainers’ comments published by Computaform, has urged his fellow-trainers to help punters by providing  

sensible pre-race information. 

Soma said: “I have not been giving comments myself, 

but I decided recently to give punters access to as 

much info as possible. Punters are getting bored, they 

are losing interest and we need to do everything we 

can to keep them in the game.” 

 

Soma had said about Left Hook: “Not today boys. But 

watch this horse, he can get us out of it in the future!”, 

a comment that somehow didn’t find its way into  

Computaform. He told: “I gave it to the Racing Bureau 

and I thought I’d been censored for some reason.” 

 

Danie Toerien, Editor-in-Chief at Phumelela, who pub-

lishes Computaform, said that Soma’s comment must 

have gone missing somewhere along the line. “I am 

not sure what happened but there was nothing wrong 

with Joe’s comment. We encourage comments by 

trainers and if they happen to offer something extra, in 

an unusual note like this, even better. 

 

“We will accept any comments within all reasonable 

publishing limits, because punters thrive on infor-

mation. The more they have, the better. Punters hate 

going in ‘blind’. If there are five first-timers in a race 

with no comments available, what must they do? They 

may as well play the Lotto. We’d like trainers to type in 

their comments themselves on the Bureau system to 

prevent info from getting lost.” 

 

Soma added: “We need to speak to the punter in his 

language, to spruce up our presentation of infor-

mation on television and in print. You know, punters 

get tired of the same old, same old, same old. We 

need to find new angles in our written   (to page 2) 
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TRAINERS have a mild dislike for journalists, but they seem to get on very well with photographers, so if you want 

to be in the know, befriend your local racecourse photographers! On the left is Anneke Akal Kitching,  

Candiese Marnewick and Anita Akal, Chase Liebenberg with trainer Candice Bass-Robinson the middle and our 

own man-on-the-spot Wayne Marks, right. They have lots extra to offer, too. Chase, for example, can tell you how 

to sell plenty of ice-cream on the streets of Millerton using his jacket. Seriously, however, this is just to show you 

some of the faces behind the scenes, the people who make our pages come alive with their super snaps. –tt. 

The people who make our pages colourful and exciting 

JOE SOMA AND TRAINERS’ COMMENTS (fm p1) 
 
copy and our television presentations to keep the betting 

public interested. 

 

“I said, for example, ‘Left Hook can get us out of it in the 

future’. I think this is something the punter understands 

better than the standard comment, ‘will need the run’, 

which is something that makes them pull their hair out! 

 

“Left Hook is a horse with nice form, many may fancy him 

on paper, but he’s had a colic operation and he’s recov-

ered from injury, so he’s an unlikely winner. If he sticks 

his head into the frame for fourth, fantastic, but I’ve given 

he punter the info I believe to be as true and valuable as 

possible. 

 

“I think trainers are wary of being proved wrong, or putting 

their owners in the middle, but there is a way of comment-

ing that will keep everyone happy. We see too many ‘will 

need the run’ horses that fly up to win and nothing annoys 

a punter more than thinking he has been lied to. Worse 

still is ‘no comment’, of which I was guilty of but I look at 

things in a different way now.” 

 

“When you’ve had any horse in your stable for a while, you 

have a fair idea of what it’s worth, what its ability is. I’m 

suggesting that trainers add just a bit extra, like saying, 

‘needs the run but not without place prospects in a weak 

field’... that says so much more and gives the bettor a 

chance. If you’re wrong, you’re wrong, stiff. Try again next 

time. Punters appreciate honesty more than shots in the 

dark or nonsensical drivel.” 

 

Soma concluded: “The days of the big coup are gone. The 

market establishes the runners in race fairly, reflects 

what’s going on. You can maybe get R10,000 of a horse, 

or a bit more, but the big money is no longer there to pull 

off massive betting coups.  We must look after the  

punters we have left, give them the info to win. It will  

benefit all of us.”  - tt. 

No secrets about his ability 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE Grade 1 Rising Sun Gold Challenge defending 

champion Undercover Agent (photo) has been  

doing very well at Summerveld and the Brett Craw-

ford yard make him the one to beat on Saturday, 

despite it being one of the strongest fields in the 

races history. 

 

Assistant trainer Peter Muscutt said, “He has come 

through his very encouraging run in the Tsogo Sun 

Sprint in fine order. He will go in to the Gold  

Challenge third up, it should be his peak run, and 

from the optimum one draw he is the horse to 

beat.” 

 

Muscutt admitted it to be a very competitive race 

with the like of Do It Again, Rainbow Bridge and 

Soqrat in the field, not to mention Cirillo and  

Matador Man, but added, “They have got to come 

and get him.” 

 

Asked on what made him think the big Captain Al 

colt could reverse L’Ormarin’s Queen’s Plate form 

with the first three mentioned above, Muscutt said, 

“I think he is better on a right hand track and  

Greyville is far more suitable for him as a forward 

going horse than Kenilworth.”  - D Thiselton/Gold 

Circle. 
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BRIAN Toomey: Training ambitions. 

Jockey who beat death 

wants to be a trainer 
A former jockey who was clinically dead for six seconds says 

he wants to "achieve the impossible again" by training a  

winner. 

Brian Toomey was given a 3% chance of surviving, spent 157 

days in hospital and had a metal plate inserted in his skull 

after a fall six years ago. 

 

He returned to riding in races before doctors ruled he could 

not carry on, and now he has a new aim. 

 

"I want to sell a dream," the 30-year-old told BBC Sport. To be 

a trainer is my final goal in life." 

 

Toomey was injured when his mount Solway Dandy fell at the 

third last hurdle and propelled the jockey head first into the 

ground. Paramedics later told him he died for six seconds 

before coming round. 

 

"They resuscitated me. Then I was rushed to the hospital with 

a 3% chance of survival. My family were prepared for the 

worst," said the Limerick-born rider. 

 

Doctors cut out a section of his skull to help quell the effects 

of brain swelling while he was kept in an induced coma. Two 

years later, he defied doubters by making a competitive  

return to the saddle but retired in June 2016. 

Asked how he felt in the months and years since the fall, 

Toomey said: "It was horrific and the only thing that helped 

my recovery was to prove the doctors wrong and show I was 

mentally strong. 

 

"I didn't take criticism very well. I held it against 

people that were trying to kill my dreams. 

 

"People are unaware of how much a brain injury 

can change you. There are nearly a billion 

nerves and you don't really know which ones are 

damaged. I had to redo my driving test, your 

thought process is never the same." 

 

Toomey still rides out horses on a regular basis 

for Clive Cox, a leading Flat racing trainer, and 

believes his experiences will be beneficial to 

starting out as a trainer himself. 

 

Now he is hoping that someone who has fol-

lowed his astonishing comeback will back his 

venture or lend help in trying to find a yard that 

he can rent. 

 

"It would mean the absolute world to me to train 

a winner. I was dead for six seconds - to do that 

would mean I had achieved the impossible 

again," said Toomey. My goal is to make a start, 

probably in Flat racing, and get the best out of 

every horse. I want to attract every kind of race-

horse owner. 

 

"For a long time, my story was a sob story. Now 

I'm networking as much as I can. I'm trying to 

sell myself - you need to know you have a pur-

pose in life."  - tt. 

What’s wrong in Hong Kong? 
 

HONG Kong Racing’s Year-on-year turnover was 

up by HK$379 million in February, but has since 

taken a dive. March was down HK$125 million, 

it got worse in April (down HK$209 million) and 

fell off a cliff in May – dropping an astonishing 

HK$543 million. The overall season numbers 

are still slightly up (about 0.7 of a per cent), but 

the graph is moving the wrong way in a hurry. 

Turnover is the lifeblood of the Jockey Club. It 

funds the whole organisation, it makes it Hong 

Kong’s biggest taxpayer and one of the world’s 

major charity donors. It has only decreased once 

in the past decade (2015-16). The South China 

Morning Post argued: “There are probably a mul-

titude of reasons for the turnover drop – overall 

economic conditions, apathy because of too 

much racing, smaller fields or dominant horses 

meaning people sit out.” — SCMP. 
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Mr Postman, look and see... 

NOT 100% sure about this one, but it is said to date back to 

1977, just after Red Rum had won his third Grand National at 

Aintree. The postman visited every day with stacks of mail. 

Wonder if Red Rum’s handler’s actually read those letters to 

the big horse? 

Delpech joins Phumelela as analyst 

FORMER Champion jockey Anthony Delpech, retired due to 

injury earlier this year, has accepted a part-time position as 

racing analyst for Phumelela. Anthony enjoyed his first few 

races working with Deez Dayanand at the Daily News meeting 

last Saturday and said: “I will be working at selected meetings 

where they need me.” 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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