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MOLLY doesn’t own a laptop… no idea where he filed this report from. 

Molly’s 2019 adventures in the UK 
Part 2: DERBY DAY AT TATTENHAM CORNER 

IN his racing heyday, many-times champion owner, Markus Jooste, came up with one brilliant idea. Tie the world's 

most historic horserace, the Investec Derby, to his own business empire. 

Jooste somehow managed to persuade the Epsom 

hierarchy - it will have helped that Investec had signed 

a sponsorship until 2026 - to rename the famous 

“Epsom "Hill" as "Poundland Hill" after the UK high-

street store which Steinhoff owned. 

 

If a person spent one pound at Poundland, the receipt 

gave them access to "The Hill." 

 

Jooste famously remarked to me at a Johannesburg 

hotel after a CTS Sale "just call me Robin Hood of Ep-

som". His idea was a moneysaver for the once-a-year 

racegoer. 

 

So - with no invitation coming from Investec this year (I 

must admit they have been very kind in the past), I 

decided to mix with the throng and watch the 2019 

Derby from "The Hill." 

 

It was some experience. This day is basically a fun day 

out for the family with fair ground rides and - most  

importantly - many food outlets. Fish & Chips, Chinese, 

Pork sandwiches, noodle bars, hotdogs - you name it, it 

was available. 

 

This is one big improvement needed in South African 

racing. People on a day out to enjoy a sport need feed-

ing. Somehow we can't seem to get this message 

through to our racecourse executives. 

 

Betting was an eyeopener. On a day when I left the 

track with empty pockets - mainly courtesy  (to page 2) 
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of Telecaster and Mordin in the Diomed Stakes - my 

first venture to place a bet on the tote was mighty re-

vealing. 

 

"Please give me a straight exacta in race three -  

number 3 to win from number 5." 

 

"What's an exacta?" came the reply. "Hang on, sir, I'm 

going to call my supervisor." It actually took around six 

minutes to get the ticket - never let me criticise our tote 

tellers again! 

 

Standing in the queue 30 minutes before the Derby to 

take exactas coupling Anthony Van Dyck (famous paint-

er from the 17th century) and Telecaster as well as 

Bangkok (wife insisted!) and Telecaster, the lady be-

hind me tapped me on my shoulder. 

"Excuse me, Mister. Are there only 13 runners in the 

Grand National - surely there's usually a lot more." 

 

"Well, lady, that's because the big race is the Derby not 

the Grand National," I replied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the big race, I decided it would be a first in my long 

racing career to watch the Derby actually on the rail at 

Tattenham Corner. It was some experience and - for a 

fleeting moment - I felt I was headed for the payout 

queue. 

 

As the field thundered past, I turned to my better half 

and said: "He (Telecaster) is perfectly placed in third - 

couldn't be better." 

 

Well, that all changed in the home straight with Hughie 

Morrison's colt - so impressive in the Dante Stakes - 

back peddling at a rate of knots and sinking faster than 

The Titanic. The well-backed third favourite was eased 

by Oisin Murphy and finished last. 

 

Up front where it mattered, 46 year-old, Seamie  

Heffernan, had won his first Derby on Anthony Van Dyck 

beating Madhmoon by half a length who, in turn, was a 

nose in front of Japan. 

"I was beaten in this race on the favourite in 2009 

and then finished second on a 100-1 shot the follow-

ing year. I wasn't going to give up without winning it," 

Heffernan told reporters. 

 

It was Aidan O'Brien's seventh Derby triumph and he 

saddled five of the first six runners home. If Roger 

Federer has dominated tennis for ages, then Aidan 

has matched him in racing and there's absolutely no 

reason why he shouldn't go on to saddle many more 

"majors". 

 

O'Brien described Heffernan as "an unbelievable fella" 

and that was exactly the term being used to describe 

the master of Ballydoyle by anyone journeying to the 

Surrey track on Saturday. 

 

Puntingwise - starting with Bernard Kantor's runner 

Politicise finishing a disappointing seventh in the 

opener - it wasn't be a day to remember. Yet, just to 

experience the "Robin Hood" part of this historic event 

feels like another personal milestone.  - tt. 

Heffernan, O’Brien. 

Tarry should enjoy a good day 
 

SEAN Tarry, who is enjoying a hot run and leads the 

season’s race for champion trainer by a narrow mar-

gin from Mike de Kock, could saddle  at least three 

winners at Vaal  today. Tarry’s Purple Diamond (race 

6) is well handicapped in a contest with only eight 

rivals, while Duology’s good recent run after his Maid-

en showed that he has the ability to land the first 

prize in race 7. Vi Va Pi Pa hasn’t tasted success 

since her Ready To Run Cup win last December, but a 

steady drop in her merit rating and an apparent lack 

of strong opposition will make her most competitive in 

race 8. For value, we look to Endofmarch (Race 9, 7-

1), who appears to have had niggles, but stable in 

form and ran well after a rest last time. 

 

Vaal Selections, Tuesday 

 

Race 1:  (3) Without Limits (8) Lapland (9) 

Spiritofthegroove (2) Miss Samurai 

Race 2:  (8) Rooi Tom (3) Dublin Quays (14) Winter 

Tour (4) Informative 

Race 3:  (7) Racing Man (6) Potala (11) Time Is Gold 

(1) Pidgeon Rock 

Race 4:  (4) Tirzan (1) Walter Smoothie (6) War Leg-

end (3) Top Shot 

Race 5:  (4) Rouge Allure (1) Pool Party (2) Che Bella 

(11) Memphis Belle 

Race 6:  (6) Purple Diamond (7) Sugoi (3) Tarsus (5) 

Certifiable 

Race 7:  (7) Duology (11) Mutrib (1) Major Return (5) 

King’s Cup 

Race 8:  (5) Vi Va Pa Pa (12) Miss Khalifa (2) Samarra 

(1) Abelie 

Race 9:  (8) Endofmarch (15) Hot August (3) Perfact 

(5) Pink @turftalk1 
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RAINBOW Bridge is in fine fettle for the Gr1 Rising Sun. 

Latest on Rainbow Bridge, Do It Again 
SUN Met winner Rainbow Bridge was yesterday reported very much on song for Saturday’s Rising Sun Gold  

Challenge and by the time you read this he will have done a vital piece of pacework at Summerveld. 

Eric Sands said on Monday: “He was in the position 

where I wanted him, from the point of view of wellbe-

ing and fitness, when he ran second in the Drill Hall. 

As it was his first run back he would have been a little 

bit above himself and racing a bit on nervous energy. 

 

“He has definitely come on since, he now knows Grey-

ville and he strips fitter. Indeed the stepping stones 

towards the big one are going well. He does a bit of 

pacework in the morning and he will have a sprint-up 

on Thursday.” 

 

Anton Marcus’s mount has seven opponents including 

last year’s Vodacom Durban July winner Do It Again 

who was three-quarters of a length second in the Met 

and has not raced since. 

 

A bullish Justin Snaith said yesterday: “Do It Again is 

doing very well, he looks amazing and everything has 

gone to plan. His gallop was franked when Made To 

Conquer ran third in the WSB 1900 so everything 

seems spot on and he will be ready come Saturday.” 

 

Rainbow Bridge, with his race fitness advantage, is 

favourite at 22-10 with Do It Again on 5-2 and Soqrat 

9-2. Undercover Agent is a 5.25-1 chance to become 

the first dual winner since Variety Club in 2013 and 

then it’s 8-1 Cirillo, 12-1 Matador Man, 13-1 Lady In 

Black and 25-1 New Caledonia. 

 

Bunker Hunt, 40-1 for the July and the subject of some 

encouraging comments from his trainer after being 

forced to miss last Saturday’s Daily News – he was 

lame on his left hind – was due to be checked out by 

the vets yesterday. 

 

Snaith said: “It would have been very hard to beat 

Hawwaam but I think he would have been a big runner 

and that he could have been in the first three. He 

kicked a wall and, although it’s not a train smash, I 

need to see the extent of the damage.”  - Michael 

Clower/Gold Circle 
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Remembering good and the bad 

THIS photo of trainer James Lightheart with his runner Eli’s 

Star was taken in 1986, when racing was crippled in Gauteng 

and the Cape due to the outbreak of Equine Flu, a horrible 

time for racing,. We fondly remember Lightheart though, a 

shrewd trainer, friend and colleague to many. He died  in 

2008. (Thanks Vintage SA Racing). 

Capetonian elegance at Epsom 

CAPETONIANS Jane Truter (left) and Jill Warner represented 

South Africa at Epsom last Saturday, and Ken Truter snapped 

the photo. Jane and Jill went up (Poundland Hill) to fetch a 

pile of cash? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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