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How wonderful it could all be again... 

An expensive place to breed... 
IN looking hard at aspects of the cost of operating bloodstock in South Africa, don’t worry, this is not going to 

turn into an historical tale of recent-years woe. Mind you, if someone one day writes the book freely and  

unfettered, it will be “a read” to rival Horsetrader and A Wild Ride.  

Anyway….”this” is a look at just some of the  

differences in bloodstock processes at home and 

abroad that currently have particular impact on us in 

South Africa. 

 

As previously here remarked, South Africa is barely in 

the swim of exchanging employees, engaging and 

swapping international showers, preppers, foalers-

downers as they work round the globe doing their time.  

 

Currency is at the heart of it along with the much  

discussed dearth of new SA blood coming in to be  

educated whether locally or by joining the overseas 

bandwagon. 

In administration, not many NHRA staff and trainees 

have “done a month” at Weatherbys or another over-

seas industry administrator. And the only reason one 

sees a South African touring the sale grounds of  

England and Ireland is on SAEHP business or encour-

aging visits to CTS Sales.  

 

Our SA circumstances do not encourage buying  

missions (or setting agents loose to restock) as used 

to happen more regularly. A form of isolation from  

information flow thus takes place. 

 

Of course not every overseas owner or breeder or  

trainer is constantly in the international mix,      (to p2) 
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OFF to Stud - Phoenix of Spain, a 220,000 guineas 

yearling, with his owners and their adviser, trainer 

Charlie Hills, handler and Jamie Spencer. Excerpt from NHRA Scale of Fees. 

DAVID ALLAN (cont…) 

 

but their consultants/managers/agents are.  

 

I was reminded yesterday of the difference. PHOENIX 

OF SPAIN (Irish 2,000 Guineas winner by Lope de  

Vega) is to stand at The Irish National Stud which ac-

quired the stallion rights over the winter, punting on his 

development between 2 and 3. The INS manager is 

quoted as saying “We spoke to Geoffrey Howson 

(senior consultant/agent) who looks after the owners' 

interests and luckily we got the deal done”. 

 

I myself am of course looking forward to their call when 

the next one in our team demands such attention. 

Keep your eyes on FLYING STANDARD when he runs. 

 

Owners are the principals and are therefore the  

decision makers, as Mike de Kock readily  

acknowledged on Saturday, deferring to Sheikh 

Hamdan on plans for HAWAAM while of course giving 

his views. And to Racing Manager Angus Gold who 

makes it all happen. Ordinary owners may look after 

their own affairs but most need an adviser to be aware 

of all related developments and costs and most stud 

farms have a regular consultant. 

 

Aside from the non-layer of information gatherers, 

there are some things that happen in South Africa that 

take some explaining to overseas owners. Some are 

entirely valid local “differences”. You can’t train at 

Milnerton as if in Newmarket. You can’t or apparently 

can’t break your maiden in handicaps as the majority 

do in UK after getting a mark in maidens. Yearling prep 

is different particularly regarding lungeing. 

 

But some things do startle people. Including the bills 

for breeding. 

 

Yes the bills. Having been knee deep in NHRA registra-

tions recently, fortunately with two highly professional 

colleagues taking the brunt of it, I feel qualified to 

make some points about bills. 

 

NHRA’s effort to reform the stallion-related rules is 

laudable. The timing and communication was  

imperfect, but the process is intended to be helpful in 

the end, if somewhat laborious. Next… 

 

How much does a UK breeder pay to register a foal? 

Answer £87.50 ex VAT before the 31st July deadline 

(foals born 1st January of the same year onwards). 

Based on a current achievable exchange rate, that is 

approximately R1,600 ex VAT which is roughly the 

same as the routine fee in South Africa (excluding the 

SAEHP funding levy = an additional R1,000 on 2018 

foals, but with the mysterious word “onwards” on the 

published scale). 

 

Thus… the same foal registration fee level in a country 

where breeding (basic) keep costs are something like 

a third of those in the UK. And there is another  

comparison that flows from that information. 

 

Training a horse in the UK costs (basic) perhaps 3.5 

times as much as in South Africa. Currency is again 

the point, and of course the figure is just a figure  

because there is a range of daily training costs in both 

countries. But let’s go with 3.5 at a good but not 

“Ritzy” level. 

 

This means that SA is a quarter to well under a third of 

the UK basic cost for training. Ah hah! Readers may 

note (a couple of paras above) that breeding keep is 

about a third. It follows therefore that – relative to 

training costs – breeding keep in SA is more expensive 

than in UK. 

 

Back to registrations.  How much to register a mare 

annually in UK, Ireland etc? Nothing. Why would you 

register your own mare every year? Register if Change 

of Ownership, sure. In SA, pay R272 per mare incl VAT 

per year which is not a lot but cannot reflect the huge 

amount of costly work on both sides  to page 3 
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‘And I promise to remind that human who owns us to register himself and me as well as you.’ 

DAVID ALLAN (cont fm p2) 

 
going through the same registrations year after year, 

often with an enormous palaver when mares are not 

shown as having been registered when they were, and 

long dead mares still show up for renewal. NHRA is 

addressing all this slowly to get “on-line” into workable 

shape, which is good, but not, I think, the fee structure. 

 

The same applies to annual “registration as a breed-

er”. “Sorry?” says the innocent breeder from a country 

where no such fee and process exists, “What’s that?”  

“That” is an annual fee of 5-6 times the cost of regis-

tering a mare. Holy Smoke! Why do I need to register 

myself more than when I started out? 

 

Add such factors to the extra sales fees and high com-

missions that we have discussed before in this column, 

and breeding in South Africa is expensive. 

 

Sadly, returns in the ring, bar a few, have absorbed the 

fortunes of many an overseas breeder operating in 

South Africa, not to mention the many South African 

breeders under pressure created not only by current 

purchasing budgets but by the fundamental fact that in 

real terms South Africa is an expensive place in which 

to breed. 

  

SOS! We love it and are still in it for better times! Does 

it have to be structured like this? At no time has the 

breeding community – and those of us who have 

brought in tens of millions of investment rand over the 

years and seek to extend it - been in more desperate 

need of clear, precise communication, explanation, 

justification, outreach  and consultation from the  

governors and trade associations.—tt. 
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LIEGE, back to winning ways. (Gold Circle). 

Liege is back to best over staying trips 
SIX-year-old Liege, who hasn’t won since his Gr1 Summer Cup success in November 2017, bounced back to  

winning ways with a facile win in Saturday’s Gr3 Lonsdale Stirrup Cup over 2400m at Greyville. His Summer Cup 

pilot Raymond Danielson held the reins of the 16-1 shot. 

Sean Tarry had said in interviews before a few races 

prior to Saturday that he was expecting something, 

feeling that Liege was about ready for a show of 

strength. While that didn’t quite transpire, he was  

encouraged by the gelding’s Gold Bowl run over 

3200m on Champions Day. 

 

Tarry explained: “After the Summer Cup he  

disappointed us in the 2018 Durban July, he seemed 

lacklustre. And following that he was outpaced in a few 

runs, he seemed to be looking for more ground, some 

of Dynasty’s offspring can do that. 

 

“When I stepped him up to 2400m in February he ran 

a fair race and then last time, over 3200m, he pulled 

under top weight of 60kg and still race a good race, 

beaten under five lengths by Sunshine Silk. 

 

“That things didn’t go right for him and he still ran well, 

gave me hope for the Lonsdale, in which he raced with 

just 55kg over 2400m. His rating has dropped from a 

high of 110 to 95 and as a Gr1 winner he wasn’t hard 

to find on form.” 

 

Liege was a R650,000 for Chris van Niekerk at the 

2014 CTS Ready To Run Sale. His earnings from seven 

wins and five places stand at R2,2-million. 

 

Tarry’s champion filly Return Flight (17-4 second fa-

vourite), was beaten 3,85-lengths into fifth, a  

disappointing run in the Woolavington Stakes after 

three straight, top-level wins. 

 

The trainer was perplexed by the run and commented: 

“Return Flight had a good preparation, she gave us an 

excellent final gallop and we expected her to fight it 

out. I cannot offer an explanation, she pulled up well.  

 

“Return Flight has beaten Blossom twice and Seville 

Orange was almost three lengths behind us last time, 

both finished in front of her in the Woolavington, that 

tells the story.” 

 

“She was crossed in the straight and that could have 

affected her as she likes to build up her finishing run, 

and perhaps she could’ve sat closer to the pace, but I 

can’t say those are valid excuses. It’s best to ignore 

this run, draw a line through it.”  -tt. 

JUST A HANDFUL OF FOUR-BALLS LEFT FOR KZN 

BREEDERS GOLF DAY, ROYAL DURBAN 7 JUNE. PHONE 

CANDIESE 083 789 1631 TO BOOK. 
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Uncle Mo’s 50th stakes winner 
 

PROMINENT US stallion UNCLE MO (Indian Char-

lie), whose high-class son ROYAL MO (photo  

below) stands at Klawervlei, reached a significant 

milestone in his stud career this weekend, when 

his son MOON COLONY won the G2 Penn Mile at 

Penn National Race Course on Saturday. 

 

In the process, Moon Colony became the 50th 

black type winner for his outstanding sire, who 

was Champion First Crop Sire and Leading Sire of 

2YOs in the USA in 2015. 

Now a winner of three of only seven starts, Moon 

Colony impressed with his one and a quarter 

length win in Saturday’s $500 000 contest, with 

his trainer Mark Casse commenting of the perfor-

mance, “You know what? He's a pretty good 

horse. I thought his last race at Gulfstream was 

really good. We brought him home to our training 

center, and I saw a different horse. I thought he'd 

run really well.” 

 

Moon Colony, who has now earned over $370 

000 in prize money, is one of six stakes winners 

representing Uncle Mo, whose other notable run-

ners in 2019 include the very classy 3yo GALILE-

AN and graded stakes winners EPICAL and LIFE’S 

A PARLAY. 

 

Uncle Mo’s high class son ROYAL MO ranked 

among the best of his generation at three, when 

he won the G3 Robert B. Lewis Stakes and third 

to G1 standouts GORMLEY (Malibu Moon) and 

BATTLE OF MIDWAY (Smart Strike) in the G1 San-

ta Anita Derby. 

 

Royal Mo was produced by the regally bred mare 

ROYAL IRISH LASS –a daughter of champion US 

sire SAINT BALLADO (Halo) and remarkable 19 

time winner IRISH LINNET (Seattle Song).  - tt. 

Von Michaelis was an artist of repute 
 

MARGOT von Michaelis writes on Facebook about her late 

father, H von Michaelis. 

 

"My father painted Janus, Tiger Fish and many others for 

the Oppenheimers, many for Charles Engelhard including 

Numeral, King Willow etc here and Romulus in Ireland. He 

also painted Appeal Court and Mazarin, a preliminary paint-

ing of the latter was hanging at Cheveley some years ago. 

 

After his RSA commissions, he travelled to the USA  

extensively and was commissioned to paint Secretariat 

when he was still racing and which culminated with winning 

the Triple Crown. He had many commissions in the USA 

with visits to his base in Louisville, Kentucky, where he 

stayed with Humphrey and Olive Finney. Humphrey Finney 

was from the well-known Fasig Tipton. 

 

My parents came to RSA on the same ship as Ralph Koster 

and his wife before the war and one of his first racehorse 

paintings was for one of his stallions, Dramatic. The  

painting was hanging above the fireplace at Klavervlei in  

Beaufort West some years ago. 

 

He was incredibly versatile as an artist, sculptor and author 

writing 3 books, Birds Of The Gauntlet, Wings Of The Wild 

and finally Birds Of Prey: A Kinship.  - tt. 

Sea Cottage, painted by H von Michaelis. 

@turftalk1 

htp://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Legends alongside each other 

MICHAEL Roberts was at Epsom on Saturday for the Investec 

Derby meeting and the unveiling of Lester Piggott’s statue. He 

said: “Lester was there for the occasion and we spoke. He’s 

old and frail and I think he felt quite humbled by the gesture 

to have his statue placed there. He was a great rider,  

magnificent hands, the best judge of pace. He was tall, as we 

know, but when he got into the saddle it was like he became 

one with his mounts. He was like silk on a horse.” Roberts 

recalled what was perhaps his fondest moment riding against 

Piggott. “He came out here in the 1970s for one of the Bull 

Brand Internationals, South Africa against the Rest of the 

World, and the final leg was held at the old Salisbury track, 

Zimbabwe. In one race we went hell for leather to the line, 

together, and I beat him a short head. That photo finish was 

up on my cupboard for years, I only took it off when it turned  

yellow!” 

May your coffee be strong, Monday short! 

Rightee oh… who’ll be first? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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http://www.morrisvee.co.za/

