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TELECASTER (brown/orange) has been the ‘talking horse’ in the UK all week. 

Telecaster can stop the O’Brien army in Epsom Derby 

THE Good Friday Agreement was signed some 21 years ago, but there is still not a lot of love lost between  

England and Ireland, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

That is certainly the case in sport, with rugby Tests 

pretty fierce affairs. And it is the scenario at Epsom on 

Saturday when a couple of English trainers hope to 

prevent Irish champion trainer Aidan O’Brien from win-

ning the prestigious Investec Derby. 

 

O’Brien had eight horses entered at the declaration 

stage on Monday, headed by 5-2 favourite Sir  

Dragonet, unbeaten in two starts this season. Next in 

the market is stablemate Broome at 11-4 and he has 

also won twice this term. 

 

Of the O’Brien army, it is Anthony Van Dyck — named 

after a 17th century Flemish painter (1599-1641) — 

who has considerable each-way appeal. There was 

plenty to like about his win in the lead-up to a race, 

which carries a winner’s purse of £921,538. 

 

The main English hope is Dante Stakes winner Tele-

caster, who certainly impressed in the York race in 

which he downed the favourite, Too Darn Hot. This 

correspondent has witnessed some top performances 

on the Knavesmire, including Frankel’s win in the 

Juddmonte, and it had to be viewed as an excellent 

trial for Saturday’s race. 

 

The Telecaster camp then had to decide whether to 

stump up £85,000 to supplement their horse into the 

Derby. They finally did so last Monday, prompting 

bookies to shorten the colt’s price to 5-1. 

 

What was notable at York was the way Telecaster 

kicked on strongly over the final 200m, which suggest-

ed he will have no problem with the Derby distance of 

a mile and a half (2,400m). 

 

Champion jockey Sylvester de Souza is confident of a 

big run from Bangkok, who beat Telecaster in a race at 

Doncaster in 2018. He said: “Victory in the Derby 

would be a great moment for me. I’m still the boy from 

Brazil and it would be great to be the first Brazilian to 

win it.” 

 

We look poised for an intriguing contest in  (to page 2) 
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TELECASTER (fm p1) 

 

this historic race and — provided the 

race hasn’t come too soon after his York  

success — Telecaster should give his  

supporters a great run for their money.  

- tt. 

 

ODSSCHECKERS  AVERAGE FORECAST: 

  

3-1 SIR DRAGONET 

 

5-1 BROOME, TELECASTER 

 

6-1 ANTHONY VAN DYCK 

 

9-1 BANGKOK 

 

11-1 JAPAN 

 

12-1 MADHMOON 

 

16-1 AND  BETTER OTHERS. 

DAILY NEWS 2000: ROLL OF HONOUR 

MEMBERS of Twitter’s peanut gallery have described this year’s Gr1 

Daily News 2000 as “the weakest ever”, mainly because of the size 

of the field. Perhaps they didn’t notice that six of the seven three-year

-olds are rated between 104 and 121. Even with the 81-rated 

Capoeira included, the average rating of the field is MR105. 

 

It’s a great race, one that has produced eight stallions from among 

its last 15 winners, seven Equus Horses Of The Year and (so far) four 

accomplished international Group winners. 

 

There is strong talk from opposing stables, but the name most likely 

to be added to the honour roll above is rising star Hawwaam, who 

has arrived safely in Durban and has reportedly enjoyed a good prep.  

 

Mathew de Kock told Gold Circle that there was no longer any reason 

to be concerned about Hawwaam over-racing. The fitting of a custom-

ised bit coupled with a decent pace helped him settle in the Grade 1 

SA Classic over 1800m, which he won impressively. 

 

Anton Marcus’s taking him up handy in the Champions Challenge 

also helped, although he was a little bit strong before finding the box 

seat. He was arguably even more impressive in that race. 

 

Hawwaam will have the best of both worlds on Saturday as he not 

only has a good draw of two but stable companion Atyaab has been 

put in the race in “to ensure a good pace.” Hawwaam’s tremendous 

turn of foot should make him suited to the track.  

 

We’re in one camp tomorrow.   -tt. 

Every reason to be in a single camp 

HERE is Betting World’s latest odds on 

Saturday’s Gr1 Daily News 2000:  

  

2.8-10 (3-10) HAWWAAM  

4-1 (9-2) Twist Of Fate  

6-1 (7-1) Charles  

18-1 (22-1) Zillzaal, Atyaab, 40-1 and 

up, rest. *Bunker Hunt scratched. 

Greyville selections, Saturday 
 

Race 1:  (3) Montreal Mist (4) Purple 

Persuasion (5) Blonde Babe (6) Cantana 

Choir 

Race 2:  (1) She’s A  Crusade (3) 

Makhet (10) Mission Beach (7) Bling A 

Ding Ding 

Race 3:  (5) Sail Smartly (7) Bold Phoe-

nix (6) Binary Star (1) Pickawinner 

Race 4:  (4) Chantyman (1) Quinlan (7) 

Goliath Heron (2) Filippo 

Race 5:  (11) Silva’s Bullet (1) Noble 

Secret (4) Silver Rose (3) Roy’s Riveira 

Race 6:  (3) Return Flight (5) Blossom 

(1) Front and Centre (2) Santa Clara 

Race 7: (1) Hawwaam (2) Twist Of Fate 

(7) Charles (3) Bunker Hunt 

Race 8:  (5) Crown Towers (4) Shogun 

(1) Protea Paradise (2) Kapen Pride  

Race 9:  (8) Mashari (7) Cat Daddy (1) 

Priceless Ruler (9) Duc D’Orange 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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Public Protector Busisiwe Mkhwebane. (Madelene Cronje/M&G)  

Is Public Protector “on the take”?  

PHUMELELA FIGHTS BACK, GUNS BLAZING 

PHUMELELA Gaming and Leisure’s legal advisors have recommended 

that the company should apply to the High Court to set aside the  

Public Protector’s report into allegations of maladministration and 

improper conduct in connection with the corporatisation of the South 

African thoroughbred horseracing industry. 

 

In a statement released by Phumelela, it is alleged that Public  

Protector Busisiwe Mkhwebane, inter alia,  

 

acted in a manner which is unconstitutional, contrary to the principle 

of legality and outside of her powers; 

 

acted in a procedurally unfair, biased and capricious manner; 

 

took irrelevant considerations into account and ignored relevant con-

siderations; 

 

has taken action which was materially influenced by errors of law, is 

unreasonable and not rationally connected to the information that was 

before her; and 

 

has abused her office by attempting to solicit a R10 million payment to 

a complainant in circumstances where she should have been aware 

that the complainant was not entitled to such a payment. 

 

Despite the fact that the Public Protector concluded that three of the 

four issues investigated by her were unsubstantiated, she directed 

President Cyril Ramaphosa, the Premiers of all Provinces, the Minister 

of Sport, the Minister of Trade and Industry and the Gauteng Gambling 

Board to take wide-ranging remedial action, the majority of which is 

entirely unrelated to either her findings or to the only substantiated 

complaint. 

 

The Public Protector also made numerous observations and findings 

regarding the transformation and con-

trol of the racing industry which are 

unrelated to the issues investigated by 

her. These observations and findings 

have caused Phumelela to suffer  

reputational harm. 

 

It is pertinent to note that the Public 

Protector refused, prior to issuing her 

final report, to give Phumelela access 

to the evidence upon which her find-

ings were based or to afford Phumelela 

the opportunity to question witnesses 

who gave evidence. Phumelela has 

been advised that this constitutes a 

breach of the provisions of the Public 

Protector Act. 

 

The Public Protector’s final report also 

contained a wide range of material  

evidence, of which Phumelela was nev-

er informed nor called upon to answer. 

 

Whilst purportedly acting as mediator, 

the Public Protector proposed, in writ-

ing, that Phumelela should make pay-

ment of R10 million to one of the com-

plainants for “pain, suffering and public 

humiliation” and for “relinquishing her 

plans and interests” for Arlington Race-

course (owned by Phumelela). 

 

Phumelela rejected this proposal  

because no legal justification exists for 

such a payment. The Public Protector 

stated that the rejection of a payment 

that, to her knowledge, had no basis in 

law, was “regrettable”. It is also note-

worthy that none of this complainant’s 

complaints were substantiated. 

 

The Public Protector convened public 

hearings to hear further evidence which 

she would reasonably have been aware 

would be adverse to Phumelela. 

 

Although she invited the media to these 

public hearings, she did not invite 

Phumelela or give it any notice of the 

hearings. Phumelela was compelled to 

approach the High Court for an urgent 

order postponing the hearings, in order 

to afford it an opportunity to test the 

evidence and to make submissions in 

respect thereof.  - shortened media 

release. Full report here. 

http://www.phumelela.com/News/aid/374
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From the diary of ‘Mr Paul’ 

IN our next lives, we’d like to return as Paul Lafferty, who is 

bypassing Epsom this year for the UEFA Champions League 

Football final in Madrid on Saturday night. Here he is  above, 

in  the Spanish Capital, with jockey Glynn Schofield, a fellow 

Spurs supporter. Joining Laff on the pic below is Mytil Aboud, 

the notorious Egyptian Cross-dressing jockey and alleged  

Liverpool supporter, and  Spurs legend Charlie Pigram. 

Hey, fatties are human too… 

love one today! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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