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FRANKIE and Rocco Dettori. 

Frankie wants to ride against his son Rocco 
FRANKIE Dettori could delay his retirement if it gives him the chance to ride against son Rocco — although the  

legendary jockey admits he was not keen for the youngster to pursue a career in the saddle. 

The 48-year-old's outstanding career has spanned 32 

years and a host of major victories, including two  

editions of the Investec Derby (G1), along with three 

jockeys' championships. 

 

Despite initial concerns as a parent, Dettori revealed 

riding against Rocco, 14, is the one "amazing ambition" 

he hopes to realize before quitting life in the saddle. It 

was also an ambition he got to realize against his clas-

sic-winning father, Gianfranco, before his retirement. 

 

Dettori said: "I rode with my dad and it was an amazing 

experience, and I'm very proud that I did it. If (Rocco) 

wants to do it, it's an amazing ambition of mine to be 

able to ride with him. He can tell his children that we 

did it. 

 

"Obviously, as a parent, I really don't want him to do it. 

But as a sportsman or as a way of life, if you love it, 

then it's really amazing. He seems to have the right 

physique, and if he wants to pursue this sport, I'm go-

ing to try to help him. It's up to him." 

 

He added: "He's only 14. I didn't want him to do it (as) 

it's a job that has sacrifices and ridiculous hours. At 

the moment, he seems very keen, but when you're a 

teenager, you can change from week to week." 

 

A father of five, Dettori believes he owes his star-

studded career to his father, describing him as "my 

first inspiration." 

 

This week's Investec Derby festival at Epsom marks 

25 years since the first of Dettori's 17 British classic 

victories when Balanchine won the 1994 Investec 

Oaks (G1). The sizable haul includes Derby victories 

on Authorized in 2007 and Golden Horn four years 

ago, and Dettori explained why he cherishes both Der-

by triumphs for rather different reasons. 

 

Gianfranco was at Epsom for his son's success on 

Authorized, and Dettori, talking to                (to page 2) 
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FRANKIE AND ROCCO (fm p1) 

 

thejockeyclub.co.uk, said: "Having Dad there was  

amazing. We'd talked about it for years. 

 

"He had this beautiful white gold watch that he used to 

pull out of the safe once a year when he went to the 

gala dinner, and he used to dangle it in my face. 

 

"He would say, 'One year when you win the Epsom  

Derby, I'm going to give it to you.' Anyway, true to his 

word, he brought the watch with him and he gave it to 

me. It meant a lot." 

 

However, it is Golden Horn's dominant win for John 

Gosden and Anthony Oppenheimer that Dettori rates as 

his most memorable. 

 

He said: "In my 32 years as a professional, that was 

probably the most emotional moment I'd felt in my life 

when Golden Horn hit the front and I knew I was going 

to win—to a point that I didn't feel my body. It felt like 

jelly, like someone had taken the power out of my  

muscles. 

 

"It was incredible for many reasons. I was 44, I'd been 

through some bad times. The kids were old enough to 

understand. I remember they had made banners for me 

when I left the house. 

 

"In all the big races I've won, that was probably the most 

emotional I'd felt."  - Matt Butler/Racing Post. 

LEARNING from the best, young Rocco. 

Vaal selections, Thursday  
 
Race 1: (9) Untamed Tiger (5) Promiseofamaster (10) 

Diorama (6) Shango 

Race 2: (6) Lady Defiance (2) At Your Request (11) 

Secret Palace (1) Annatjie 

Race 3: ((9) Battle Of Alesia (5) Karakoram (1) Baron 

Rodney (8) Cross From Goa 

Race 4: (11) Flaming Opal (1) Aziri Sun (10) New 

Women (4) Petite Aime 

Race 5: (2) Bold Eagle (8) Oravar (1) Valbonne (7) 

Blonde Vision 

Race 6:  (1) Ideal Cut (3) Oh So Cool (2) Dance-

withthedragon (5) Matanuska 

Race 7:  (4) Terra Del Fuogo (1) Rocky Night (5) Flash 

Burn (6) Apache Too 

Race 8: (3) She’s So Sassi (2) Elegancia (5) Seneca 

Falls (1) Ossetra 

Querari service sell for 

R115,000 at Breeders’ Auction 
 

A service to Maine Chance Farms’ increasingly suc-

cessful Oasis Dream sire Querari proved the star at-

traction at Monday night’s Cape Breeders’ Stallion 

Service Auction, which was held at the Pearl Valley 

Golf Estate just outside Paarl. 

 

The Querari service was knocked down to Newbury 

Racing’s Dennis Evans for R115 000, with Querari’s 

stable mate Vercingetorix also proving popular at 

Monday night’s auction. A service to the current Lead-

ing First Crop Sire, was sold to Form Bloodstock’s 

Jehan Malherbe for R100 000. 

 

In-form stallions Gimmethegreenlight and What A Win-

ter (both former Champion First Crop Sires) also 

proved popular on Monday, with a service to Varsfon-

tein’s Gimmethegreenlight making R85 000 to the bid 

of Dennis Evans, and a service to Drakenstein’s What 

A Winter sold to Witzenburg properties for R75 000. 

 

In total, the auction grossed a total of R914 000, with 

thanks going out to all the stud farms who  

participated in this year’s sale, as well as to all the 

breeders who purchased the services. 

 

The evening also saw R20 000 raised for the families 

of the Moutonshoek grooms who tragically lost their 

lives in a recent bus accident following the auction of 

a superb wine hamper donated by The Goose Wines.

—Cape Breeders. 
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WAYNE Marks attended the 

2019 Cape Breeders Club 

Golf Day at Pearl Valley Golf 

Estate on Monday and sent 

us some photos. 
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DAMIAN Flower lined up $3-million in bail money. 

Top Aussie owner refused bail for smuggling schnarf 

HIGH-profile racehorse owner Damion Flower has been refused bail after a magistrate said the strong drug 

smuggling case against him appeared to show he'd made "supervision actions". 

Flower, whose stakes in a suite of racehorses includes 

Australia's champion stallion Snitzel, is accused of 

helping to smuggle more than 55 kilograms of cocaine 

in black duffel bags through Sydney Airport. 

 

Magistrate Robert Williams on Thursday noted Flow-

er's family had offered property worth more than $3 

million as bail surety but said he had some difficulty in 

balancing that against the strength of the prosecution 

case, the seriousness of the charges and the large 

quantity of drugs recovered. 

 

Flower, wearing prison greens and appearing via video 

link at Sydney's Central Local Court, said "Thank you, 

your honour" as his former wife, Camilla, was comfort-

ed in the public gallery. 

 

During the bust, a 50-year-old airport worker from 

Oran Park was arrested, police allegedly found him in 

possession of a bag containing about 28kg of a  

substance believed to be cocaine. 

 

Flower was later arrested outside his Moorebank 

home "for his alleged role in receiving imports of illegal 

drugs from the Oran Park man", authorities said in a 

joint statement. 

 

Police also raided six properties in Oran Park, Hoxton 

Park, Moorebank and Revesby. About $8 million in 

cash was found at the Hoxton Park address, linked to 

the Oran Park man. 

 

"This has been a complex, multi-layered investigation, 

driven by the skills and expertise of intelligence ana-

lysts who were able to identify this offending to allow 

authorities to act," AFP Detective Acting Superintendent 

Brad Edgtton said in a statement.  - Punters.com.au. 

 
HERE is Betting World’s latest odds on Saturday’s Gr1 

Daily News 2000 at Greyville:  

  

3-10 HAWWAAM  

9-2 Twist Of Fate  

7-1 Charles  

12-1 Bunker Hunt  

22-1 Zillzaal, Atyaab  

40-1 Thanksgiving  

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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Unique Durban July history 

SOME lovely stuff from the history of the Durban July, which is 

once again around the corner. Here we have five members of 

the same family who had either trained or ridden a July win-

ner. It’s the Gortons featuring  Stanley Gorton (trained Excise 

in 1958); Jack Gorton (trained Diza in 1962);  John Gorton 

(rode Jollify to dead-heat with Sea Cottage in 1967); Granville 

Gorton (rode Hussain in 1927) and  Arthur Gorton (rode  

Kipiling in 1940). —(From Vintage SA Racing on FB) 

Where to hang this one? 

OK girls, we’ll probably all agree this is a cute gift idea, but 

when  you have it, where do you hang it? Behind the bathroom 

door, on  your car’s rearview mirror? Around your necks? Don’t 

want to be right in our faces now, do we? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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