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DORRIE and Mark Sham with two-year-old filly Shivers, a two-time winner from three starts. (Gold Circle). 

Shams have settled and look forward to good days 

WHEN Dorrie and Mark Sham moved their training operation from Port Elizabeth to Gauteng, they had to settle 

for the Vaal instead of Turffontein, their initial choice of training centre. Given another choice, however, they’d 

prefer to stay at the Vaal, Dorrie told Turf Talk today. 

She commented: “We’ve been here for eighteen 

months, we counted yesterday. Time flies. We’re  

happy, things are going well. At the Vaal we have an 

option of 12 training tracks as opposed to the four at  

Turffontein, and there is walking room for horses here 

between the trees. The Vaal is a happy family.” 

 

Family is important to Dorrie and Mark, who founded 

and developed horse transport giant New Turf Carriers 

and handed it over to their sons in 2010 when they 

wanted to get into training thoroughbreds rather than 

trucking them around the country. 

 

“We all live in one estate now. Mark and I, my children 

and grandchildren are all within 100m from each oth-

er, so we’re really chuffed with the way things have 

turned out. The stable is doing nicely too.” 

The Shams have 67 horses in training, based mostly 

at the yard vacated by Johan Janse Van Vuuren, and 

46 of them are two-year-olds.  Most of the 21 older 

horses came from the weaker centre at Fairview, 

among them Topmast, Moon Warrior, Elegancia and 

Its My Darlin, who have all held their own here, earn-

ing their way while the stable is being developed. 

 

Sham’s top class sprinter, Pinnacle Peak, is also well 

on the road to recovery following illness and will be 

back in action later this season. 

 

“We’re looking forward to the time when our two-year-

olds will be three years old and older so we can have 

more horses running and be more competitive. We 

have a lovely string of babies,” she said. 

to page 2 
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DORRIE AND MARK SHAM (fm p1) 

 

Two of their already competing two-year-olds won 

impressively at the weekend. Silvano’s daughter 

Shivers easily disposed of Miss Missouri and 

Stage Dance over 1600m at Scottsville last Satur-

day, while Captain Al filly Dive Captain showed 

courage to win over 1160m at Turffontein the 

next day. Both were ridden by Chase Maujean. 

 

Sham said: “Shivers is improving fast and on the 

way she won she will easily see out 1800m and 

further in time, which gives us a wider range of 

races to aim her at. Mike de Kock’s filly Stage 

Dance finished ahead of us when both made their 

debuts, but Shivers had an apprentice on that day 

and she ran on well, we felt we she had the mettle 

to beat Stage Dance and we were right.” 

The Shams race Shivers in partnership with Colin 

and Lynn Stonebridge. She’s a progressive sort 

that can be watched on her way through the divi-

sions. 

 

Dive Captain is owned by Fred Crabbia, who has 

supported the yard for several years and Sham 

said: “She only won by quarter of a length but 

Chase said there was much in the tank. She’s a 

filly we expect to go on from here. She’s  

beautifully bred, by Captain Al out of a mare by 

Storm Cat. Ideally we’d like to get some black type 

for her in due course. Fred breeds with some of 

his fillies and we’ve already seen how valuable the 

remaining Captain Al fillies have become.” - tt. 

DORRIE Sham’s grandchildren Carter, Jessie, 

Ryder and Jaymi are keen gallop watchers. 

TWIST Of Fate delighted Joey Ramsden in his final piece of 

work at Summerveld yesterday and the trainer expects his 

colt to really put it up to hotpot Hawwaam in the Daily News 

at Greyville on Saturday. 

Ramsden said: “Twist Of Fate has done fabulously well 

since winning the KRA Guineas and I give him a serious 

chance – he is such a tough, hard-knocking horse. He did 

1 800m in the Politician at Kenilworth looking like he loved 

it and wanted further while he seemed to like Greyville in 

the KRA Guineas and he was only getting into gear when he 

crossed the line. 

“We grassed him last Thursday and he went really nicely in 

his last serious bit of work this morning. I like him a lot for 

Saturday – he has had a great prep going into it with no 

problems. I am sure it is the same with Hawwaam and it 

looks like being a fabulous contest.” 

S’Manga Khumalo, who rode him in the CTS 1600 (second 

to One World), will be back on board and his mount is rated 

2kg behind Hawwaam but 2.5kg and more in front of the 

rest.  

 

He is generally available at between 9-2 and 5-1 whereas 

Hawwaam is as short as 3-10. Cape Derby runner-up 

Charles (8-1) is the only other in single figures. Favourites 

have won three of the last five runnings and five of the last 

ten.  - Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

Twist Of Fate is on the boil 

TWIST Of Fate is ready to take on Hawwaam. 
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CHAD Brown has to shut up and pay up. 

Brown is not the nice guy everyone thought he was 
CHAD Brown (40), the recent US training sensation and Eclipse award winner, is facing more than $1.6 million in 

payments following a U.S. Department of Labor’s Wage and Hour Division investigation that found his racing firm 

did not pay grooms and hotwalkers overtime, among other issues. 

The Department of Labor called Brown's actions "willful 

violations of the Fair Labor Standards Act and the labor 

provisions of the H-2B non-immigrant visa program." 

 

According to a news release, this happened Belmont 

Park and Saratoga, "among other locations." Brown 

was also said to have failed to keep payroll records. 

 

The violations apply to 150 employees. 

 

Brown signed a consent judgment filed in U.S. District 

Court for the Eastern District of New York settling the 

case. 

 

Per the news release, the H-2B program violations re-

sulted from Chad C. Brown Inc.: 

 

• Failing to pay the H-2B employees the wages they 

were offered; 

 

• Collecting payment from employees for visa costs, 

which should be paid by the employer; 

 

• Failing to reimburse employees' transportation and 

subsistence costs for travel from their home countries; 

 

• Misrepresenting to employees the place of employ-

ment and job terms and conditions, such as the availa-

bility of free housing; 

 

• Failing to disclose required information in a language 

understood by the employees; and 

 

• Failing to post a notice of employees' H-2B rights. 

 

"These legal actions demonstrate the U.S. Department 

of Labor's commitment to take all steps necessary to 

ensure employees receive the wages that they have 

rightfully earned and that employers who violate laws 

do not gain an unfair advantage over law-abiding com-

petitors," said Solicitor of Labor, Jeffrey Rogoff. 

 

Brown is a three-time Eclipse Award winner who has 

saddled horses that earned in excess of $156 million, 

according to Equibase. He was the leading trainer in 

North America by stake earnings in 2016 and 2017 

and has saddled horses like Big Blue Kitten, Stacelita, 

Cloud Computing and Practical Joke. He has won in 

excess of 70 Gr1 races, including 12 at the Breeders’ 

Cup.  - horseracingnation. 

Tellytrack will televise Investec Derby 
 

The Investec Derby is the richest race in Britain and the 

most prestigious of the five Classics. It is run at Epsom 

Downs racecourse over 2400m, with this year’s  

contest due off at 5.30pm on Saturday. The Derby will 

be shown live on Tellytrack and full tote betting will be 

available on tabonline.co.za. as well as 

www.bettingworld.co.za. 

 

The race, like all of the other Classics in Britain, is re-

stricted to three-year-olds, so, unlike other prestigious 

races such as the Arc or Melbourne Cup, you only get 

one shot at the Derby. It is a unique test of the thor-

oughbred, requiring a rare blend of speed, stamina and 

good balance to negotiate the undulating terrain and 

camber in the home straight.  - tt. 
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Tony, Ruby were shadows of Geoff 

THIS old treasure was taken at an awkward angle which 

makes it look like a digitally manoeuvred snap from some-

where in the UK, but it’s not. It’s our own multiple champion 

trainer Geoff Woodruff looking stylish in a jump race at  

Durbanville in the 1980s and striking a pose Tony McCoy and 

Ruby Walsh would have been proud of.  “The horse was a bad 

jumper, I remember him,” said Woodruff, who also recalled 

that Garth Puller had won the race in question. 

HERE’s a photo taken at Tattenham Corner, Epsom Downs, on 

Derby Day in 1929. Tattenham Corner refers to the sharp 

bend in the track at the eastern (upper) part of Epsom Race-

course and its immediate vicinity. If you look carefully you’ll 

see racegoers sitting in their parked cars, in perfect rows and 

enjoying their racing (and picnics), well, from right there. Imag-

ine the shenanigans that must have happened after dark as 

the boozy parties reached full swing, and imagine how hard it 

must have been to get your vehicle in the clear for the trip 

home! 

They raced from cars, at Epsom 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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