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THERE are fewer than 80 wild horses left in Namibia. 

Namibia’s wild horses on the brink of extinction 

THE desert sun is setting on the wild horse population that has roamed Namibia’s Garub plains for over a  

hundred years as foal after foal is killed by a marauding pack of spotted hyenas. Extinction looms. 

Namibia’s Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) 

has promised to help, but inefficiency has stalled the 

critical intervention needed. Since 2013, when the 

hyenas moved into the area, the wild horse population 

has plummeted from 286 to a mere 77 horses. In that 

year alone, the hyenas killed a hundred horses, fifty of 

them foals. 

 

Only now, six years on, the Ministry says it has  

developed a ‘Wild Horses Action Plan’ to manage pre-

dation, among other issues. Three hyenas have been 

euthanised under this plan. Three still remain, MET 

spokesperson Romeo Muyunda confirms. He says MET 

plans to capture the remaining hyenas and move them 

“to another part of the [Namib-Naukluft] Park, further 

from the horses.” 

 

The urgency of the matter resurged in November last 

year when the Namibia Wild Horses Foundation 

(NWHF) sought MET’s help to protect five foals born 

after the long-awaited rains in May. Months passed. 

Then, late last year, two attempts to bait the hyenas 

proved unsuccessful as “the hyenas appear to be sen-

sitive and run from capture operators and  

instruments,” MET Minister Shifeta Pohamba stated. 

 

The operation was stalled again over December and 

January as staff had gone away for the holidays, 

Muyunda says. 

 

The delays have been fatal; almost all foals born after 

the rains were killed. In the past year alone more than 

20 foals have been lost. And in the last five years, not 

one foal has survived, Christine Wulff-Swiegers from 

the NWHF says. 

 

“There might be about one or two pregnant mares still, 

but that is about it.” 

 

The odds are against two remaining foals, born just 

over a week ago. One of these foals has already been 

attacked and is struggling with its injuries. 

 

“It is still uncertain if it will survive,” Wulff-Swiegers 

says. “The foal has a serious gash to its belly, but it 

looks like the wounds are improving.” 
to page 2) 
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LEFT: Two pregnant mares, two foals. 

NAMIBIA’S WILD HORSES (fm p1) 

 

For years, the NWHF has appealed to MET to either 

manage the hyenas or grant the Foundation  

custodianship over the horses. MET has refused, saying 

the custodianship of the horses must remain in its care 

as they are a national heritage and it is the ministry’s 

responsibility to take care of them. Considering the 

dwindling numbers and zero survival rate of foals, it’s 

clear they’ve not honoured this responsibility up to now.  

And the last window of opportunity is closing fast. 

 

“If the predation continues, Namibia’s wild horse popu-

lation doesn’t stand a chance,” Wulff-Swiegers says. 

The youngest mare is already eight years old and in 

eight more years, she will be past her breeding age. 

 

If no foals can be saved in time to ensure a breeding 

cycle for the next generation, the Garub’s wild horses 

will become no more than a fading mirage – vanishing 

from the Namib plains where they have become so 

uniquely adapted.  - The South African. 

NO longer part of the landscape. 

Copenhagen, set to rescue! 
 
WE’ve been like headless chickens this last tipping 

week, performing poorly but in our defence results 

have been topsy turvy and the payouts accordingly 

huge. We believe Copenhagen (7-1) is worth a good 

eachway bet in Race 7 at the Vaal today, our key is 

his 4 April course-and-distance second to Phoenix 

Sun. We’re looking for a lifeline, perhaps Gavin   

Lerena and Paul Peter can throw us one! 

 

Vaal Selections, Tuesday 

 

Race 1:  (10) Solar Fire (7) Risk Taker (6) Little Rain 

(1) Allmyloving 

Race 2: (2) Silver Thursday   (5) Jamra (3) I Like It (1) 

Perfect Tigress 

Race 3:  (9) Tiger’s Rock (3) Dancing In the Rain (2) 

Dad’s Roots (1) Alibi Guy 

Race 4:  (1) Destiny’s Game (10) Extravert (2) Spar-

kling Gold (6) Wilkes County 

Race 5:  (10) Binky (4) Marshall Foch (1) Lemon Drop 

Shot (2) Fort Carol 

Race 6:  (1) Vistula (2) Fariha (4) Westwing Belter (3) 

Lady Val 

Race 7:  (7) Copenhagen (9) Neng Kapa Neng (2) 

True Words (6) Baahir 

Race 8:  (4) Hartleyfour  (10) Master Boulder (1) 

Tsitsikamma Bush  (3) Moon Warrior 

Race 9:  (13) Montreal Mist (1) Truth Or Dare (2) Miss 

Samurai (3) Midnight Top 

Buy good mares in foal at Mistico today 
 

THERE is ample diversity in the pages of today’s Cape 

Mare and Weanling Sale at Mistico – with the one 

day sale featuring mares in foal to the likes of some 

international headline grabbers like Canford Cliffs, 

Duke Of Marmalade, Gimmethegreenlight, Master Of 

My Fate, Oratorio, Pomodoro, Time Thief, Var, Vercin-

getorix and What A Winter – and plenty more. No-

body’s suggesting times aren’t tough. But adversity is 

said to often present rare opportunity. It may well be 

just the right moment to grab a flashlight, negotiate 

the scary end of the tunnel and head out into the 

sunshine. The fundamentals of good families and 

royal bloodlines don’t suffer economics or petty politi-

cal fools. And the 158 mares or fillies for stud, as well 

as 14 weanlings and a single yearling, will pass 

through the ring in what could be a game-changing 

moment for the lucky bidder. –Sporting Post. 



3 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


4 

 

MOUTONSHOEK horsemen killed in bus accident:  

Andreas “Monkey” Swarts (left)’ Nico Ockhuis (right) 

and foreman Karel Skirmaans (bottom left). Photos by 

Romi Bettison. 

Fund set up for horsemen 

killed in accident 

A fund has been set up through the TAG foundation which is  

administered by Johnny Gerber, (brother of the late Chris Gerber 

of  Moutonshoek Stud) to continue helping the families of the 

farm’s three horsemen killed in a bus accident on their way home 

from the National Sale three weeks ago. 

Catherine Hartley, CEO of the TBA, writes in a media release: “The 

stud staff of our farms are really the back bone of the industry, 

they are hands-on horsemen and women, assisting in foaling,  

raising yearlings for the sales, and making sure that the objective 

of raising healthy racehorses is reached. 

 

“Many of our staff members have been in the industry and worked 

at the same farms for 20 – 40 years, having come through the 

ranks and learnt horse care and sales preparation from more  

senior staff. When it comes to horses, there is no substitute for 

hands-on experience and many of our staff have probably  

forgotten more than the rest of us know.  

 

“This knowledge, patience and true love of horses is what makes 

our stud farm staff invaluable in the Thoroughbred breeding in-

dustry. Very tragically, we’ve recently lost three staff members, 

travelling back to the Cape from our National Yearling Sale in Jo-

hannesburg. These men were an integral part of    (to page 5)                                                                  
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MOUTONSHOEK FUND (fm p4) 

 

the Moutonshoek Team.” 

 

While Nico Ockhuis and Andreas 

Swarts were younger members of 

the team, Karel Skirmaans had been 

in the industry for over 35 years and 

had been foreman and leader of the 

team at Moutonshoek for 15 years.  

 

Not only was Karel a tutor and men-

tor to the stud staff, he was also a 

pastor in his community, and was 

raising and supporting 5 foster chil-

dren, as well as his own 2 girls.  

 

All support will be greatly appreciat-

ed and any donations should be 

clearly marked Grooms Fund, for 

correct allocation. 

 

Bank Details: 

TAG Foundation 075-269 NPO 

ABSA Bank Account # 4070723624 

SWIFT Code: ABSAZAJJ 

-TBA Press Release. 

@turftalk1 

 

DURBAN punters who wish to attend Saturday’s Tsogo Sun Sprint day at 

Scottsville in Pietermaritzburg on Saturday, May 25, but not wanting to 

drive there, can catch the ‘Punters Express’. 

Gold Circle have hired a luxury bus to transport racegoers from Greyville 

racecourse to Scottsville and back on the day. 

 

Tickets for the bus cost R100 but included is a R50 tote betting  

voucher and a free racecard. Punters will also be hosted by Graeme 

Hawkins who will have studied the card at length and will hopefully  

provide valuable insight on the days racing. 

This is a park-and-ride service with parking at Greyville racecourse. 

Seats will be allocated on a first-come first-served basis and booking is 

essential. 

The bus will leave at 10h30 sharp with the return trip scheduled for 

5.15pm. 

Seats will be limited to 60 persons and bookings can be made through 

Zain Adams on 031-3141788 during office hours 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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FOLLOWING on our photo of a three-year-old Amanda Carey 

and her pony placed yesterday, here’s a current-day photo of 

Amanda on a thoroughbred called Balance Sheet, who ran 

second in the 2015 Gold Cup for Dean Kannemeyer and was 

acquired from Marsh Shirtliff. “I’m making a slow comeback 

after 30 years off,” says Amanda, who is getting some lessons 

from breeder Paul Garlicki of Connemara Stud. 

Horse bug, forever in the blood 

No idea, must mean something? 

WE’re not among the millions of devoted Game Of Thrones 

watchers (sadly so!) and we have no idea what this illustration 

is supposed to mean, but it must have some significance.  

Perhaps a GOT groupie can enlighten us? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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