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YORK regularly vies with Cheltenham for The Racegoers Club Best in Britain vote. 

A Long Time Ago In A Galaxy Far Away  

— and Other Language 
THOSE opening words above the iconic Star Wars crawl became established in the 70s onwards as an evocative 

way of describing something other worldly in the distant past. And so it seems in the context of doing what would 

be unthinkable today on and around the racecourses of Yorkshire. 

York is this correspondent’s favourite racecourse. The 

enormous layout on the Knavesmire has superb  

facilities, Group 1 racing, historic valuable handicaps 

and special festivals when Yorkshire dresses up and 

comes out to play. 

 

Racing has some very misleading language for the 

uninitiated. In professional racing circles, “Good 

Horse” means high class. At a trainer’s summer party 

for his owners, a new client of ours chatted with the 

Head Lad who was a lugubrious soul and did better 

when confined to barracks. When he told the lady that 

her horse wouldn’t be a good horse, the undiplomatic 

impact took a long time to be reversed – or perhaps 

never was even though the filly won twice. 

 

A less dangerous expression is “Saturday horse” 

meaning he/she will take owners to top class  

racecourses from amongst the three dozen available. 

But not necessarily on a Saturday.  

 

(This is much the same in bonkers England as  

Tattersalls December Yearling Sale always being in 

 November).                                                  (to page 2) 
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New season at Pontefract Races. (Pic: Pontefract and Wakefield). 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

At York all the best racedays are midweek. Last week’s 

May Meeting – Musidora (Oaks Trial), Dante (Derby 

Trial) and Yorkshire Cup – ran Wednesday to Friday 

inclusive. By the way, it was a benefit match for non 

Maktoum/non Coolmore who won none of the three.  

 

The Yorkshire Cup was won by owner/breeder Mr 

Bjorn Nielsen who bought yearlings at Cape Premier 

and Nationals Part 1 this year. 

 

His horse Stradivarius is a massive crowd favourite 

and was described as “still in the nightclub” before the 

race, a phrase applied to sleep-deprived jockeys with a 

hangover “leaving the photo-finish in the bloody night-

club”. 

 

Chester’s earlier May meeting occupied Wednesday-

Friday, crammed full on the Roodeye where they have 

raced for 1,000 years under the Roman Wall: Chester 

Vase, Ormonde Stakes, Chester Cup on the daftest, 

tightest track but a wonderful place to go racing. 

 

York (Ebor Meeting), Glorious Goodwood and Royal 

Ascot in reverse order are all mostly midweek, often 

the best day being first. And there are still plenty of 

racing people who moan about the Derby being on a 

Saturday instead of the traditional Wednesday which 

was a quasi London holiday. 

 

A longer longer time ago, your correspondent taught in 

what today would be called a gap year at St Olave’s 

School, York, Junior School to St Peter’s founded in 

the year 627 A.D. thus the oldest school in England. 

(Actually, that’s a disputed title – by King’s School, 

Canterbury – thus requiring an occasional rugby match 

to decide which is really older). 

 

One other worldly (if now) aspect of my employment 

was being appointed Assistant (Boarding) House Mas-

ter with major responsibility from time to time for boys 

(children) the eldest of whom were not that much 

younger than me and the youngest were very young 

indeed. It seemed to work, with the scary Matron  

keeping a beady eye on everything. 

 

I taught maths amongst other things to 12 and 13 

year olds about to sit a serious examination. How the 

school thought that this was a bright idea, I have no 

clue, but mathematics, by then more of a thinking pro-

cess than “sums”, always benefits from rapid mental 

arithmetic. 

St Peter’s School, York. 

Most children in those days were good at mental  

arithmetic because they had to be. There were twelve 

pence in a shilling (and ha’pennies and farthings in 

pennies) and twenty shillings in a pound which was a 

huge amount of money to save up, thus requiring  

detailed knowledge of its ingredients.  

 

There were – and are – twelve inches in a foot, three 

feet in a yard, two hundred and twenty  yards in a fur-

long and eight furlongs in a mile. 

 

To refine their innate ability, I used racing odds. I was 

cautious. I could imagine a parent screaming blue mur-

der at the idea of introducing Snodgrass Minor to gam-

bling. But I had tipped Grand National winners through 

school because Saturday sports would stop to listen to 

the race on the radio, and the focus was not on betting 

but on what the odds mean in the                 (to page 3) 
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A 2yo winner at Royal Ascot when removed to York during 

Ascot reconstruction. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 

sporting build-up.  

 

The difference between 13/8 and 6/4 is of keen interest to 

the average UK punter and part of the fun if you do bet, but 

it is also an indicator of what is going on as the odds devel-

op the picture. 

 

100/8 100/6 100/30 15/8. Do those in your head, my 

lads. Only yesterday, I read an article in which the writer  

described 13/8 and 11/2 as being the only two “single fig-

ure odds” in the field. Single? Less than 10/1. Mental  

arithmetic at its most basic.  

 

This technique extended to the young Assistant House Mas-

ter, with someone’s misguided permission, loading a few 

youngsters into a minimally functioning car with an ersatz 

exhaust system and brake pads that I had found in a scrap 

yard and fitted myself after purchase. We drove 30-odd 

miles to a summer evening meeting at Pontefract. 

 

The antithesis of the Yorks and Ascots, I nevertheless like 

“Ponte” with its quirky track and have won there several 

times. It may not be for Saturday horses, but the little grand-

stand had such acoustics that the roar can be heard way 

beyond the home of Pontefract Cakes. 

 

During an unfortunate SA mission to The Curragh (another 

long time ago), an edition of Parade Magazine was the only 

printed material because the real brochures were blocked in 

bond in Belgium. Don’t ask.  

 

An article therein included a remark that British owners 

were “stupid” to race at places like Pontefract (which  

apparently had bad sandwiches) when they could be racing 

in South Africa. It didn’t help, especially when (until recently) 

even The Curragh grandstand was a large, unimpressive tin 

shack. 

 

Who gave permission for the boys’ outing to “Ponte”? The 

same person who let me take 20 to a local Derby between 

York City and Hull City with a fevered 19,000 crowd mostly 

on the terraces; and who appointed me second in command 

of 15 boys spending an Easter holiday week 

camping in the Lakes, including traversing  

Striding Edge covered in treacherous snow and 

ice. In a galaxy far away. –tt. 

Striding Edge comes with a warning Note that 

Striding Edge can be a dangerous place for the 

unwary especially in bad weather. Extreme  

caution should be exercised. 

Pontefract (liquorice) Cakes. 

ON TURF TALK WEBSITE 
 

War of Will takes Preakness Stakes 

Eyes Wide Open Secures VDJ Spot 

Phumelela to High Court 

 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/war-of-will-takes-preakness-stakes/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/eyes-wide-open-secures-vdj-spot/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/phumelela-to-high-court-over-pp-report/
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TRAINER Frank Robinson, a dead ringer for actor Tom Selleck in ‘Blue Bloods’, scored a well-deserved feature 

win when Roy’s Riviera (All Too Hard, AUS), ran on well under a hands-and-heels ride from Bernard Fayd’Herbe 

to win the Listed  East Coast Cup over 2000m at Greyville on Saturday. “She’s a good filly, she’s found her 

strength and we’ll try to get into the Durban July. Failing that, we’ll go for the Gr1 Garden Province Stakes on July 

Day. (Pic: Candiese Marnewick). 

STRADIVARIUS: Another champ for Gosden, Dettori. 

Gosden’s Stradivarius makes a  

triumphant return 

STRADIVARIUS made a winning return to action with a battling 

display in the Matchbook Yorkshire Cup at York on Saturday. 

 

John Gosden's charge was the undoubted star of the staying 

division in 2018, winning each of his five starts. The Bjorn Niel-

sen-owned five-year-old landed the inaugural Weatherbys Ham-

ilton Stayers' Million by following up victory in this Group Two 

qualifier with triumphs in the Gold Cup at Royal Ascot, the 

Goodwood Cup and the Lonsdale Cup - and added the Qipco 

British Champions Long Distance Cup just for good measure. 

 

Making his first appearance since that Champions Day triumph 

in October and saddled with a 1,5kg penalty, Stradivarius was 

the 4-5 favourite in the hands of Frankie Dettori and although 

he came under pressure early in the home 

straight, he responded generously to his  

rider's urgings. 

 

Aidan O'Brien's Irish challenger Southern 

France had the benefit of run already this  

season and did his best to make a race of it, 

but with the rail to help, Dettori's mount got on 

top close home and passed the post a com-

fortable three-quarters of a length to the good. 

 

Dettori said: "It was brilliant. There was the 

penalty and he was a bit rusty. There wasn't 

much of a pace, it was more of a sprint. It took 

me a while to get to Ryan (Moore, on Southern 

France), but once we got upsides there was 

only going to be one winner. He's a fighter and 

he's got me out of trouble so many times. He 

just put his head down and went. 

 

A delighted Gosden said: "Obviously this was a 

prep for the Gold Cup and he hadn't been 

trained hard for this. The Gold Cup is two and 

a half miles, a different ball game. I liked the 

way he showed a bit of grit in the end. Frankie 

said he was a bit ring rusty. 

 

"He's not the polished article yet. We hope to 

have that at Royal Ascot. I wasn't concerned, 

as he's a street fighter once he got over being 

a stallion in the saddling boxes, roaring and 

shouting, slightly misbehaving. He was in the 

nightclub when I was saddling him and  

fortunately on the running track when he was 

racing." - Sporting Life. 
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THE RA HIGHVELD  

FEATURE SEASON 

AWARDS OF 2019 
 

THE Racing Association’s Highveld 

Feature Season Awards took place 

on Saturday evening in the  

Aquanaut Room at Turffontein 

Racecourse where both the  

equine and human achievements 

during the Gauteng feature sea-

son were revealed. 

 

The selection panel was made up 

of Senior Handicapper Lennon 

Maharaj, former champion jockey 

Anthony Delpech,  and currently 

i n d i s p o s e d  r i d e r  G u n t e r  

Wrogemann. 

 

THE WINNERS: 

 

Champion 2yo filly. 

Basadi Faith 

Champion 2yo colt/gelding 

Frosted Gold 

Champion 3yo filly 

Return Flight 

Champion 3yo colt/ gelding 

Hawwaam 

Champion Older Horse 

Tilbury Fort 

Champion Sprinter 

Pacific Trader 

Champion Middle Distance Horse 

Hawwaam 

Champion Stayer 

Samurai Warrior 

Champion Gauteng Work Rider 

Joe Gwingwhiza 

Champion Breeder 

Wilgerbosdrift 

Champion Apprentice 

Denis Schwarz 

Champion Jockey  

Gavin Lerena 

Champion Trainer 

Mike de Kock 

Champion Groom 

Sonke Cacambile 

Champion Owner 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid al 

Maktoum 

Champion Horse 

Hawwaam 

BASADI Faith: Laurence Wernars left, presenting to Juanita vd Merwe, 

Joe Abreu and Paul Matchett. 

HAWWAAM: Mathew de Kock and Michael Leaf. 

CLYDE BASEL: “Tonight’s prawns are about this size.” 
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PACIFIC TRADER: Larry Wainstein with Freddie van Wyk. 

STAR Apprentice: Dennis Schwarz with Robert Moore. 

JOE Gwingwhiza: Champion Work Rider. 

MARY Slack (Champion Breeder) with Steven Jell 

and Michael Leaf. 

CHAMPION JOCKEY: Gavin Lerena 

with Anthony Delpech. 

THANKS TO JC PHOTOS 
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LAST Winter, in the UK. 

Last Winter joins Michael 

Stoute at Newmarket 

2018 Sun Met runner up Last Winter is now in England and 

has joined the yard of champion trainer Sir Michael Stoute. 

 

Previously with Dean Kannemeyer, the son of Western Winter 

was supposed to have a Dubai campaign this year, but things 

didn’t work out. 

He jarred himself on the off fore while in quarantine in Mauri-

tius. Dr John McVeigh saw to him there, and he was good to go 

in 3 or 4 weeks. 

 

“Then after arriving in Dubai last November all 

seemed to be going well. But he then jarred 

himself on the near fore at the beginning of 

January so couldn’t take any part in the Carni-

val” said Kannemeyer.  

 

The five-year-old entire arrived in the UK a 

month ago, as Khaya Stables Racing Manager 

Jehan Malherbe explained at Kenilworth on 

Saturday. 

 

“He spent some time on a spelling farm after 

arriving, and was brought into Sir Michael 

Stoute’s yard a week ago. We’re starting from 

scratch, and there are no immediate plans. We 

just want to see him sound again, and we will 

take things from there.” 

- Ken Nicoll/TAB News. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Let’s toast to ‘Auld Lang Syne’ 

THE phrase “auld lang syne” literally translates to “old long 

since,” and means, “days gone by” (from a poem by Robert 

Burns). When horse and racing enthusiasts reach a certain 

age, uhm, stage.. and they start comparing the industry today 

with the seemingly uncomplicated one of decades gone by, 

nostalgia naturally takes over. Here’s a three-year-old Amanda 

Carey of CTS and new Ridgemont/Highands fame with Barney 

Rubble, her first pony. The photo was taken in Hertfordshire, 

UK, in a year not determined. Born to love equines! 

If we could bet on it... 

ALREADY an accomplished young showjumper, Fiona and Joey 

Ramsden’s 10-year-old daughter Zara will grow up to a career 

involving horses. We’ll bet on that! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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