
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  MONDAY 13 MAY 2019 

“BACKROOM Boy” Charles Baker with Mount Vesuvius (Volcanic) in a photo from many moons ago. (Supplied). 

Baker’s ‘Sire Line Register’ nears completion 

DURBANITE Charles Baker (56) says he is more of a “backroom boy” who prefers quietly researching 

pedigrees to press interviews. But he’s completing a mammoth book project that will certainly get him 

some deserved limelight once published. 

Baker is some way down the line with his work, The 

Sire Line Register Of Thoroughbred Stallions at Stud in 

South Africa Foaled 1861 – 2014, the type of  

elaborate enterprise one would expect from authorities 

like Karel Miedema or Charles Faull. 

 

But Baker is no juvenile on the subject himself and his 

hard work in this complicated field is sure to prove  

invaluable to racing and pedigree students for  

decades to come. 

 

He quotes Winston Churchill saying, “There is  

something about the outside of a horse that is good for 

the inside of a man”, and tells of having grown up in 

the Woodlands / Montclair area in Durban. 

 

“I was extremely privileged to have discovered the 

truth of this quote as a very young boy, long before I 

actually read it for the first time.  I recall my late dad, 

who was a pigeon fancier, returning home from his 

club one evening in the early 1970s with one of those 

Rothmans July Handicap promotional posters  

containing black & white photos of all the runners and 

giving it to me.  

 

“That poster made a huge impression on me and was 

the catalyst for my intense interest in the  

Thoroughbred in general that was to follow.  Montclair 

at that time was still home to many successful racing 

yards and my first visit to one of them was to Terry 

Ryan (sr), whose yard was next door to the Methodist 

Church in Montclair Road.  

 

“It was Mr. Ryan who introduced me to         (to page 2) 
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BAKER’S SIRE LINE REGISTER (fm p1) 

 

my first Duff’s Turf Guide, published by Ernie Duffield 

and he kindly gave me a pile of old copies to take 

home with me after my first visit.  These, and my  

already growing collection of old race cards, sparked 

my interest in the pedigrees of all the runners and I 

began making written notes in an old school jotter of 

which horses had the same sires and dams etc.   

 

“My parents were not too supportive about the 

amount of time their young son was spending with his 

nose in race cards, rather than his school books and 

they initially did their best to curtail my “horseracing 

activities”, but without much success, eventually  

giving up on their protests altogether the older I got – I 

was totally besotted!” 

 

In 1974, aged 11, Baker laid his eyes on a  

Thoroughbred stallion in the flesh for the first time.  

His name was Cap And Gown (1955), by the imported 

Irish horse Black Cap, out of the Herald II mare, Eling.  

He belonged to the Clark family and he spent his days 

relaxing in a lovely shady paddock alongside Wood 

Road in Montclair.   

Baker recalls: “My mother ran a pet shop situated just 

further down Wood Road for a friend of my dad’s for 

many years, so my visits to see Cap And Gown were 

regular and only involved a short walk, as I spent a lot 

of time during school holidays and after school with 

my mom at the shop.  I remember those visits very 

clearly and fondly.  Although Cap And Gown was al-

ready in his late teens he was incredibly impressive 

eye candy for a young boy like myself – majestic,  

confident, typically masculine and somewhat aloof!”   

 

Leskin Nunes first introduced Baker to the “delights” 

ERNIE Duffield’s ‘Duff’s Turf’ Guide was the legendary 

predecessor of Computaform. of The General Stud Book Of Southern Africa when she 

loaned him one of her volumes in 1976.  This was 

around the same time that his mother had bought him 

a copy of the February 1976 issue of Edmund C.  

Nelson’s exceptional publication THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

RACEHORSE.   

 

“In my opinion there are no better historical records or 

reference material publication options available  

regarding a reliable and accurate record of racing and 

breeding in South Africa than those put together by 

Edmund C. Nelson. I cannot begin to imagine the 

amount of work that he put into producing all his  

published work.   

“It would be very remiss of me not to make special 

mention of an early work by Edmund C. Nelson entitled 

RACING & BREEDING – Stud Farms Of South Africa 

published by Classic Publishers (PTY) Limited in 1952.  

This publication is superb! No student of  

Thoroughbred breeding or South African Thoroughbred 

pedigree buff should be without a copy, although they 

are now very rare.”                                          (to page 3) 
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A painting of stallion Drum Beat (Fair Trial, 1953), courtesy 

Binnie Walker. 

BAKER’S SIRE LINE REGISTER (fm p2) 

 

An interest in horse racing itself fuelled Baker’s growing inter-

est in the breeding industry. During the 1975 Christmas 

school holidays he began visiting Reg Passmore’s racing yard 

in Wood Road, Montclair. Reg, brother Hilton and son Brian 

taught the youngster a lot about racing and breeding and 

shared some of their own best memories. 

 

“Reg and Hilton were the greatest story tellers ever. I got to 

meet many extremely interesting people during those years. 

Of course I was surrounded by so many of the stable’s stun-

ningly beautiful and successful horses too. Reg Passmore 

was the epitome of old-school racehorse trainer, a gentleman 

and a consummate professional. He remains the best and 

most natural horseman I have ever met, with the keenest eye 

for a horse bar none.  

 

“I naturally heard a lot about the stallion Drum Beat, as the 

Passmore stable had done so well with a number of his off-

spring including Don Cossack, Jolly Drummer and the brilliant 

filly Soul. I remember the day that Mrs. Myra Gorton had 

phoned Reg Passmore to tell him of the death of Drum Beat 

like it was yesterday.  A very sad day indeed for all!” 

 

In the mid 1980s Baker began researching and working with 

the pedigrees of the Thoroughbred showjumpers in South 

Africa at the time. His original notes were done in written form 

until such time as he was able to purchase his first home 

computer in 1991.  

No real official documented pedigree analysis work had ever 

been done before on the subject of Thoroughbred showjump-

ing horses here in South Africa and Bob Aldridge introduced 

the resultant book as follows: “While the racing people have 

been going gaga over bloodlines for centuries, sport-horse 

buyers, trainers and breeders did not pay nearly the same 

attention to the thoroughbreds they were taking from race-

track to show arena. Until the late 1980s, that is, when a 

bloodline hound named Charles Baker, with the patience of a 

saint, set about working out which  

Thoroughbred stallions produced South Africa's 

best showjumpers.” 

 

Baker tackled the top showjumpers in the  

country, asked them which were the best A-

Grades they had ridden and ranked them in 

terms of temperament, type, scopiness, brave-

ness and carefulness.   

 

Then he started snooping around their pedi-

grees and what he discovered was astonishing: 

Only a very few thoroughbred bloodlines con-

sistently produced International A-Grade show-

jumpers.  His findings were published in a  

fascinating book duly entitled: The South  

African Thoroughbred Show Jumping Register.  

And believe it or not, the little book was 

snapped up by breeders in South Africa and 

around the world.  Not only was Baker the first 

to produce a serious work on TB sport horse 

pedigrees, but international breeders found that 

the same bloodlines cropped up over and over 

again in their top jumpers. There was an  

unmistakable trend. 

 

During the research and data capture phase of 

the 481 early stallions included in Baker’s  

latest register, i.e. those stallions at stud in 

South Africa that were foaled between 1861 – 

1950, he was reminded of just how difficult, 

perilous and long the sea journeys to South  

Africa were for the imported stallions in the late 

19th and early 20th Centuries.  

“Two very interesting examples spring to mind.   

A.D. Lewis in his book Stallions In South Africa 

prior to 1945 documents the journey of the  

stallion Charcot, who was born in Argentina in 

1898 by the English horse Gay Hermit out of 

Nesta by Galopin. He raced in Argentina to 

begin with, before arriving in South Africa in 

1903 where he had 8 runs for 4 wins (4 in a 

row) and placed a few times. In 1905 he was 

sent to England where he ran 10 times for 4 

wins and 2 places.  In 1908 he was sent to  

Ireland and took part in hurdle races (unplaced) 

before being sent back to South Africa in 1909 

where he stood for four seasons at stud before 

his demise.  A well-travelled stallion indeed!    

 

“Then spare a thought for the stallion Chesney 

1896 (AUS), by Malua – Madcap *Robinson 

Crusoe (probably destined for a disaster at sea 

with Robinson Crusoe in his pedigree).  Blogger 

Barry Blomkamp reports Chesney’s amazing 

story as follows. "Chesney was sold in August 

1899 to Lily Langtry for 2,500 guineas (and a 

cut of the next race he won) and he was sent 

from Australia to England to race. 

 

“The ship S.S. Thermopylae struck a reef off of 

the Cape of Good Hope shortly before   (to p4) 



4 

 

BRETT Crawford’s Fort Wood colt St Vladimir  (Corne Orffer) won the R350 000 Listed East Cape Derby over 

2400m at  Fairview on Saturday, giving the stable a double after American Landing won the race in 2018. A 

R425 000 National Yearling Sale purchase, St Vladimir was bred by the Gary Player Stud and is out of the three-

time winning Western Winter mare, Frostbite. “I don’t think he is ready for KZN just yet, so he is going back home 

to Cape Town where he will have to be in quarantine for two weeks, but we’d like to run him in the third leg of 

the Winter Series,” said Crawford. 

BAKER’S SIRE LINE REGISTER (fm p3) 
 
midnight on the night of the 11th / 12th September 

1899. Chesney and another Thoroughbred, Kiora, 

were washed overboard in their boxes and eventually 

kicked their way free. Both were later rescued from 

the surf - Chesney at 9 pm that night, Kiora at 5 am 

the next morning.  Chesney remained in South Africa, 

retiring to stud."  A.D. Lewis reports the story slightly 

differently however, in saying that Chesney did  

continue on to England once fully recovered from his 

sea wreck ordeal where he raced without any success 

and was then sent back to South Africa for stud  

purposes.” 

 

Baker’s Sire Line Register, intensely in the making 

since July 2018, is near completed as he is at final 

pagination and layout stage. We wish him well! 

 

*Check out Baker’s “Vintage South African Racing” 

on Facebook, an excellent resource for old photos, 

results and racing info from eras gone by, but strictly 

by invitation only as Baker notes: “We are getting 

bombarded by member requests from people who 

have (on checking their Facebook profiles) no appar-

ent interest in the subject of the group, or no friends  

already in the group to identify them by and their  

reasons for wanting to join. These requests have 

been declined. It also goes without saying that this is 

NOT a platform to solicit racing tips or betting  

information from the many members who are  

currently actively involved in the racing industry.”  - tt. 
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CBC: The first of several excellent golf days 

THE Cape Breeders Club will be hosting their annual, ever popular Stallion Auction Dinner at the Pearl 

Valley Golf Estate this month. 

The Stallion Services Auction is set to commence, fol-

lowing a lavish dinner, after a golf-day on Monday May 

27th, and interested parties are asked to contact Wen-

dy Probert at secretary@capebreeders.co.za before 

May 22nd. 

 

The evening will commence with a welcome address 

from the Cape Breeders Club, before being followed by 

the dinner, services auction and the golf day prize  

giving ceremony. 

 

There is also accommodation available for people 

wishing to stay over, with a special rate for the one 

bedroom suite of R1700 per single or R1200 per per-

son sharing. 

 

This auction will offer breeders the chance to acquire 

services to such proven and exciting sires as Canford 

Cliffs, Danon Platina, Fire Away, Flower Alley, Gimme-

thegreenlight, Ideal World,  Lancaster Bomber, Master 

Of My Fate, Oratorio, Pomodoro, Querari, Twice Over, 

Vercingetorix, Visionaire, What A Winter and William 

Longsword (to name a few!)-the majority of whom are 

already booked full for 2019. So this will be the only 

way to get into them this 2019 season. 

Other stallion services will be up for sale per silent bal-

lot, with this list include such sires as Admiral Kitten, 

Alado, Ashaawes, Ato, Captain Of All, Count Dubois, 

Coup De Grace, Duke Of Marmalade, Elusive Fort, 

Erupt, Futura, Global View, Gold Standard, Go Deputy, 

Heavenly Blue, Horizon, Jackson,  Jay Peg, Judpot,  

Louis The King, Marchfield, Noble Tune, Pathfork, 

Potala Palace, Rafeef, Red Ray, Royal Mo, The United 

States, and Wylie Hall.   - Cape Breeders’ Club. 

The passing of Jack Mitchell  

LEADING South African owner Jack Mitchell passed 

away at the age of 73 at home on Sunday evening  

after a long illness. Mitchell, a doyen of the South Afri-

can owner ranks, was associated with great horses 

over many years and more recently with the likes of 

July winner Legislate and multiple Gr1 winner Futura, 

as well as top filly Snowdance amongst a host of top-

class equine athletes. He owned many of his horses in 

partnership with his daughter, Nancy Hossack. Turf 

Talk extends condolences to the Mitchell family and 

his many friends in racing.  (-from Sporting Post). 
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Horses are the only constant 

AFTER the end of the 2019 English Premier League, the  

Manchester City football team is now recognised as the 

“Liverpool of Manchester”, meaning that the hapless  

Manchester United are seen as the Everton (step—child) of 

Manchester. This may change if they fire the entire United 

team and get some fresh blood in, but don’t bank on it. Liver-

pudlians and other supporters of the team in red are known 

not too bath too often, but in their favour is that they will never 

walk alone,  although that walk has been a very long one  

carrying no trophies. This could change in June’s Champions 

League Final when Liverpool take on Tottenham Hotspur, an 

outfit quite aptly described on Facebook yesterday as “the only 

team who will finish fourth in a three-horse race!” Then again, 

miracles do happen and if Liverpool’s Salah’s prayers go 

South, Henderson and/or Milner get sent off for dirty play and 

Dejan Lovren gets to be on the field, Liverpool could get a  

hiding from the often classy Londoners. It’s all up in the air. 

Really, the only constant in football is that, per custom, a 

group of beautiful horses will lead a victory parade through the 

city of Manchester later this week. 

A few ways of captioning this 

TAKEN by Pauline Herman at Fairview on Saturday,  we won-

der what Bernard Fayd'Herbe said to interviewer Nadine Rap-

son after Race 5? Any guesses? We could have some fun, but   

we prefer to stay on Bernie’s right side! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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