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JAMES Maree, with the Top 3 Work Riders of 2017, including the winner Sam Mosia (inside right). 

Work riders give you a good run for your money 
The first Work Riders Series of 2019 draws to a close at Turffontein on Saturday and Joe Gwingwizha 

holds a slender lead over Charles Ndlovu. 

There are horseplayers who shy away from races for 

work riders due to the relative inexperience of the guys 

in the saddle but veteran horsemen James Maree, who 

coaches work riders at his estate near Eikenhof, had 

some advice this week. 

 

Maree noted: “The top four or five work riders have 

been riding in races every few weeks for the last ten 

years. I’m talking about Gwingwizha, Ndlovu, Chamu 

Mabaya and Sam Mosia. They are good jockeys in their 

own right and I reckon if you want to have a bet on 

them, you can bet with confidence.” 

 

Maree said: “All the other work riders are taught and 

corrected a few times per week, they are all capable. 

There are some who try to get ahead of their horses, 

they need to learn some patience, but we work on this 

aspect in every coaching session.” 

 

Even the established work riders are given refresher 

riding courses when needed and Maree said: “They are 

closely monitored in every contest, we make notes and 

we work on their skills.” 

The standard of entries is perhaps a notch below what 

you’ll find at a bread-and-butter midweek meeting at 

the Vaal, but there are some outstanding betting pro-

spects on exposed form. 

 

Gwingwizha’s mount Pidgeon Rock hasn’t raced since 

his eye-catching second place to Good Emperor in July 

2018, but trainer Sean Tarry gets them well fit after a 

break and the log-leading rider could extend his  

advantage in race 2 over 1000m. 

 

Ndlovu has a big chance on The Russian Sailor in race 

3 over 1160m. Grant Maroun’s runner made marked 

improvement racing in pacifiers last time and will 

have them fitted again, so could post his first career 

win. 

 

Three Dog Night has the best form in race 7 over 

2000m and he could be a tonic for trainer Weiho Mar-

wing, who lost his Gr1 Derby winner Samurai Warrior 

to a heart attack recently. Sam Mosia will be doing the 

riding duties. 

Shezahotti (Race 7) has had 20 chances, but none as 

easy as this and Chamu Mabaya could be the bene-

factor.   - tt.                              (Selections on page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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WORK RIDERS MEETING 

ON SATURDAY 
 

Selections for Turffontein 

Race 1:  (10) Winter Haze (1) Miss Samurai 

(2) Desert Kitten (4) Kindavar 

Race 2: (10) Pidgeon Rock (1) Bold Matador 

(3) Country Squire (2) Birthday Boy 

Race 3: (3) The Russian Sailor (1) Baron Rod-

ney (4) Written In Stone (2) Marshall Foch 

Race 4:  (2) Caftan (5) Wilkes County (3) 

Kayla’s Edge (1) Glitter Path 

Race 5:  (1) Flapjack (6) Uncle Tom (2) Cate-

gory Four (5) Cinnabon 

Race 6:  (4) Three Dog Night (1) Shy The Drag-

on (3) Byron Bay 5) Jet Power 

Race 7: (1) Shezahotti (3) Merengue (7) Await 

The Dawn (9) Arabian Sunrise 

Race 8:  (1) Brittania Queen (6) Royal Future 

(7) Midnight Top (13) Rose D’Ore 

Sunday meeting, Durbanville 

A meeting a Durbanville on Sunday 12 May 

has been added to the racing calendar – to 

compensate for the cancelled Election Day 

meeting at the same venue. The programme 

for that 8 May Wednesday meeting will apply, 

but new entries have been called for.  

Hawwaam stays at MR121 

HAWWAAM’s Merit Rating has been left un-

changed by the handicapping team at the 

National Horseracing Authority following the 

colt’s stunning victory in the Premier’s Cham-

pions Challenge on Saturday. Hawwaam’s 

rating of 121 remains unchanged in the wake 

of the three-year-old’s comprehensive defeat 

of older rivals in the Grade 1 Premier’s Cham-

pion Challenge over 2000m at Turffontein on 

Saturday, 4 May 2019. The Handicappers 

were unanimous in their belief that runner-up 

Cascapedia was the correct line horse to use 

in rating the race and as such her rating also 

remains untouched on 107. the Handicap-

pers were united in their belief that he should 

retain the 121 rating he took into the race.  -

NHA. 

Greg’s is not just a fishing expedition  

CEDAR Man has been installed 22-10 favourite with the  

sponsors for the World Sports Betting East Cape Derby at  

Fairview on Saturday and Milnerton trainer Greg Ennion has 

booked former champion Gavin Lerena for the mount. 

The gelding, second over 2 000m at Durbanville last time, 

showed that stamina is his game by going close is the  

Kenilworth Cup in February and finishing fourth to Magnificent 

Seven in the New Turf Carriers Stayers on Met day. 

 

The favourite has won seven of the last eight runnings of the 

Port Elizabeth showpiece. Cedar Man and 7-2 second favourite 

St Vladimir dominate the 14-strong field on merit ratings, being 

assessed 4.5kg better than the next best. 

Betting World also bets 15-2 In a Perfect World, 17-2 Drop Kick, 

Sailing Lizard, Swift Surprise, 12-1 Mercurana, 14-1 Wildcat, 

Just Chaos, 22-1 and upwards others. Cape Town trainers have 

traditionally dominated this 2 400m Listed race and have won 

all the last nine runnings. They field only five of the 14 runners 

this time but their quintet are five of the eight highest rated.  

 

The Fairview weekend action starts on Friday with the runnining 

of the East Cape Poly Challenge (Non Black Type), over 1600m, 

in which Gavin Smith holds a strong hand with three runners 

incuding Danwbreaker, but his old rival Allan Greeff is also well 

represented .  

 

Lord Windermere is the best of the Greeff runners on recent 

form, though the stable’s preferred rider Greg Cheyne has been 

booked for six-time winner Breakfast Club.  - Gold Circle. 

Greg Ennion. 
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Phumelela thanks racing fraternity for help 
PHUMELELA Gaming and Leisure has thanked the Highveld and Eastern Cape Racing fraternity for  

successfully staging race meetings at very short notice. 

Yesterday’s Election Day meeting at Turffontein was 

added to the schedule after the planned meeting at 

Durbanville was cancelled on Sunday. Similarly, the 

Eastern Cape staged a race meeting at Fairview on 

short notice in April when a planned meeting at Flamin-

go Park was cancelled due to an insufficient number of 

entries. 

 

Thanks to the trainers, jockeys and owners in both  

regions, those meetings averaged 11 runners per race. 

 

Of course, the meetings would not have been possible 

without the grooms, ground staff, stipes, and the other 

role players, who stood to be counted when called on. 

This is particularly true for all those staff members who 

agreed to work on Election Day yesterday. 

 

Phumelela thanks every single one who contributed to 

the successful staging of these two race days. 

 

Last, but by no means least, Phumelela thanks the bet-

ting public who supported the race meetings.  

Thanks to their enthusiasm for the sport of racing, 

betting turnovers on yesterday’s Turffontein meeting 

exceeded expectations. 

 

The support from the punters is reflected in the  

various pools, where the Pick 6 pool reached 

R1,198,465.48. The Place Accumulator pool was just 

shy of the R1-million mark while the Jackpot-pool 

peaked at R520,756.81. 

 

“It was a tremendous effort considering the short 

time frame,” said Rob Scott, Betting Executive at 

Phumelela. 

 

“I would also like to thank the team at Phumelela and 

the NHA for their efforts in staging the meeting and 

even making a free online edition of the official  

racecard, the ComputaForm, available to the betting 

public. 

 

“A special thanks must go to the trainers who, togeth-

er with Phumelela, provided the necessary support 

including transport to ensure that grooms were  

afforded the opportunity to cast their vote,” said 

Scott. 

 

“On both occasions all the role players in the industry 

ensured that South Africa’s commitment to stage 

racing every single day, apart from Christmas Day, 

was honoured. 

 

“The racing communities in the Eastern Cape and the 

Highveld did us proud in ensuring our international 

image remains untarnished, and we thank them for 

that,” said Scott. 

 

After a number of owners in the Western Cape  

expressed their disappointment at the cancellation of 

the Durbanville meeting on Election Day, it was  

decided, after consultation with the board of Kenil-

worth Racing, to stage a race meeting at the track on 

Sunday 12 May. 

 

The official racecard for this meeting will be available 

in TAB and Betting World stores on Friday 10 May 

and in the retail outlets countrywide on Saturday 11 

May. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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AFRICAN Warrior was a first feature winner for Vercingetorix. (Candiese Marnewick). 

African Warrior’s best trait is his good turn of foot 

LEADING trainer Dean Kannemeyer is the latest to employ the value of customised owner syndicates, 

the concept used successfully for a while by Mathew de Kock, Justin Snaith, Candice Bass-Robinson, 

David Allan, Gary Alexander and others. 

Kannemeyer packaged a deal for owners looking to 

get involved with friends, and for fun, and the DK  

Syndicate’s first horse African Warrior has already 

earned his purchase price of R100,000 (Sibaya Sale) 

back with a win in last weekend’s Godolphin Barb 

Stakes (R200,000) over 1100m at Greyville. 

 

“About 80% of the shares were taken by current  

owners in my yard, but some welcome new names 

came on board including John Bescoby, Bruce  

Armstrong and Clayton Vetter, so it was a worthwhile 

exercise. One has to do these things to keep the  

interest rolling with package deals that make racing 

more affordable,” said Kannemeyer. 

 

He is chuffed with two-year-old African Warrior, a horse 

he calls, “a tough, sound little bugger”. African Warrior 

is by Vercingetorix, who has made a sound start to his 

career at stud with his offspring showing surprisingly 

good pace. 

“African Warrior is from a Jet Master mare, and it looks 

as if Jet Master is going to have a big impact as a 

broodmare sire. He has a lovely turn of foot. He was 

sitting last in the Godolphin Barb and Keagan De Melo 

let him go early in the straight, before the others got 

away, but he made up three or four lengths in a jiffy 

and was all over them, a most pleasing performance.” 

 

Kannemeyer has a few options with this promising 

gelding, including the Gr1 Gold Medallion at Scottsville 

and the Gr1 Premiers, but the KZN Breeders Million in 

July Day is perhaps the best (and easiest) option for 

the young horse going forward. 

 

The DK Syndicate also bought a Soft Falling Rain for 

R180,000 at the Mistico BSA Sale and Kannemeyer 

said: “We have 60% subscribed, I will take up 40% if 

needed. But there is an opportunity for someone here 

to take 10% we can package. He is a nice colt.”  - tt. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Dlamini found the best watchman 

SOMEWHERE in the Last Outpost, Baynesfield actually, one Mr 

Dlamini arrived on horseback to cast his vote at the polling 

station on Wednesday. With no facilities to cater for horses, Mr 

Dlamini was faced with having to tie his mount to a nearby 

barbed wire fence and leave him unattended while he cast his 

vote. Trainer Doug Campbell, who had just completed his own 

national duties, stepped in to hold the horse until its boss  

returned. Good on you, Doug! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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