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BARBARA Borden (middle) and her stipes from Churchill Downs. 

KYD stipes were correct and did racing a favour! 
MANY of us were guilty of shouting “shocking” when the Kentucky Derby winner Maximum Security 

was disqualified after an objection, but we, including US President Donald Trump, were wrong and 

should be red-faced! CLINT GOODRICH explains why. 

US Political pollster and advisor, Pat Caddell said, “A lot 

of where you stand, depends on where you sit.” How 

very true. 

 

Always remember, people who squawk the loudest are 

usually the least informed. This fact was on  

spectacular display over the last few days following the 

145th running of the Kentucky Derby this past  

Saturday at Churchill Downs. 

 

The recent rising chorus from sports pundits, horse 

racing writers, supposed racing analysts, all anti-horse 

racing naysayers, bettors, fans and even people who 

actually know nothing about the sport like politicians 

and animal rights terrorists, has been: “Horse Racing 

Needs More Integrity – More Transparency!”  

 

Ok, fine. You ask for it. You got it. The disqualification 

of Maximum Security in the Kentucky Derby is what 

INTEGRITY looks like. So be careful what you ask for 

because you may not like the result. 

 

If any of this chattering class of people actually under-

stood the rules governing horse racing during the run-

ning of a race, they’d be quiet. They don’t understand 

the rules so they squeal like wet seals. They also  

succeed wildly in embarrassing themselves. 

The Churchill Downs stewards, led by Barbara Borden, 

made the correct call in disqualifying the winner, Maxi-

mum Security from the victory. You don’t have to like it 

but it was 100% correct – based on the RULES. 

 

When you bother or impede other horses, cost them 

position or cause near disaster during the running, no 

matter if you’re the best horse in the race, you don’t 

get to keep the victory. Maximum Security veered over 

3 or 4 horse widths into the path of other horses and 

caused a chain reaction of trouble and a near  

disastrous event of what could have been epic propor-

tions and carnage. As a professional jockey, you must 

control your horse. You are the pilot. You and you 

alone are responsible for landing the plane. You get 

disqualified for this kind of failure. 

 

The Kentucky Racing Commission rules read: “A lead-

ing horse if clear, is entitled to any part of the track. If 

a leading horse or any other horse in a race swerves 

or is ridden to either side so as to interfere with,  

intimidate, or impede any horse or jockey, or to cause 

the same result, this action shall be deemed a foul.” 

 

This is the rule that governs the running of a horse 

race. It is not a particular horse race, it is all horse 

races, including the Kentucky Derby.   (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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MAXIMUM SECURITY veered and pushed a few others out of their lanes. 

KY DERBY STEWARDS CORRECT (fm p1) 

 

Ignore this rule and chaos would ensue very quickly. 

The rules of all sports are meant to keep everyone  

doing the right thing, no matter the intensity of the day. 

RULES maintain the integrity of sports. 

 

I have also known Kentucky State Steward, Barbara 

Borden, since the 1980’s. She worked her way up from 

the bottom and earned her position of the state’s 

premier racing official. She knows what she’s doing. 

Barbara is the most fair racing official or person you’ll 

ever meet. Her interpretation of the rules and integrity 

is unmatched. She and her fellow stewards presiding 

over the Derby got it exactly right. It’s not even debata-

ble if you understand the RULES. 

 

To have not taken down the winner, Maximum Security, 

who yes indeed, likely was the best horse, would have 

been an egregious violation and betrayal of trust to all 

horsemen, every $2 bettor, serious handicapper and 

racing fan in the world. Talk about another nail in the 

coffin of the sport. 

 

Think about the following for just a moment, then get 

get back to me: 

 

If jockey, Luis Saez’s failure to control his mount and 

maintain a straight course which he has an absolute 

obligation to do, would have resulted in Tyler  

Gaffalione aboard War Of Will and potentially a chain 

reaction of other horses and jockeys going down like 

dominos behind him, think about the resulting  

disaster and following rage.  

 

How would you view the incident if just another  

fraction of an inch produced this very likely pile-up of 

a dozen horses and very possible fatal consequences 

to a horse, rider or even multiple horses or riders? If 

you’re honest, you have to admit, it would change 

things for you and you know it. 

 

This wild outrage is like complaining about the Elec-

toral College because you don’t like the results of the 

election. If you don’t like the rules, change them. Just 

don’t complain about the racing officials following the 

rules of a rule-based event where life and death are at 

stake. This officiating by the Churchill Downs stewards 

maintaining order in a race, is different than a call 

third strike or pass interference.                 (to page 4) 
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KY DERBY STEWARDS CORRECT (fm p1) 

 

Trust me when I say, no one ever wants to lose any 

race by DQ – especially the Kentucky Derby and no 

one really wants to win it this way either. I’ve been 

there, it’s no fun. Here’s a little inside info: 

 

The jockey who was the most adversely effected,  

Tyler Gaffalione, did not claim foul because he had 

nothing to gain. It’s etiquette – protocol of the jock’s 

room. He’d have been ostracized as a total chicken 

shit. Claim foul, the winner gets DQ’d in the Kentucky 

Derby, he and his connections gained nothing!? No 

chance. He knew better. He had no standing or  

reason to do it. 

 

The jock that finished second however, Flavien Prat, 

was extremely smart and knew the RULES. Flavien 

took advantage of the RULES for his connections. He 

did his job as a jockey to win anyway possible as long 

as you follow the RULES. It totally paid off. To be ex-

act, the winners share of the purse was $1.86M, of 

which 10% or $186,000 each, going to trainer, Bill 

Mott and to Prat. Everyone should want Flavien Prat 

to ride their horses. 

 

I’ll say it again, the horse that crossed the finish line 

in front was the best horse but Luis Saez did not  

control his mount. “Intent” here is a non-issue and 

has no mention in the rules. Saez had zero intent to 

cause this issue for himself or others. Of course he 

didn’t mean to do it. When people quote “there was 

no intent”, they don’t understand the RULES! 

 

In the end this was not a popular call on the surface. I 

understand, but it was actually a pretty easy and  

without question, the correct call – if you understand 

the RULES. 

 

The Churchill Downs Stewards, led by Barbara Borden 

should be commended for having the courage to do 

the right thing and NOT bend to political correctness 

in spite of the white-hot intensity of the day. I’ll even 

take it a step farther, Barbara Borden did the horse 

racing industry the biggest favour it’s received in the 

last 30 years. She gave the game the mainline injec-

tion of integrity everyone has been clamouring for, 

they just didn’t like the form it took. Bravo to Barbara 

Borden and her fellow stewards, Butch Becraft and 

Tyler Picklesimer.   - tt. 

Writer Clint Goodrich runs wherethepindrops.com. 

Old-timer can strike off MR80 
 

SEVEN-year-old Talktothestars’ merit rating has 

dropped to an all-time low 80 from 121 in 2016 and he 

looks more than capable of winning a MR88 Handicap 

(race 8) that closes of the Jackpot at the Vaal. “I have 

the experienced Sherman Brown booked this time and I 

think he will suit Talktothestars, I’m expecting a good 

run,” said trainer Coenie de Beer. 
 

Vaal Selections, Thursday 

 
Race 1:  (5) Canquari  (9) Loosen Your Tie (15) Bold 

Over (14) Syx Shooter 

Race 2:  (10) Solar Flare (13) Virtuosa (11) Spring 

Break (3) Capetown Dream 

Race 3: (16) Waimea (1) Dickens (14) Rock Breaker 

(13) Theravada 

Race 4:  (1) Captain Of Tortuga (5) Fired Up (2) Lake 

Kinneret (3) My Boi Caloi 

Race 5:  (1) Virginia (8) Mattima (6) Elegancia (5) Wal-

nut Dash 

Race 6:  (6) Billy Silver (5) Valbonne (9) Danza (1) Africa 

Rising 

Race 7:  (4) Twelve Oaks (1) Pool Party (9) Mademoi-

selle (2) Oura 

Race 8:  (9) Talktothestars (1) American Hustle (5) Don-

ny G (8) Life Is Good 

Race 9: (1) Generous Notion (5) Visuality (12) Coyote 

Girl (13) Illegal 

http://www.wherethepindrops.com
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ALADO, Hemel ‘N Aarde Stud. 

Another Pay When You Sell Stallion 

Low fees – but he is and does the business 

 
This release is another from AllanBloodlines in a short series 

about stallions for which we are introducing the PAY WHEN YOU 

SELL structure. This one is at the low end of the range of stallion 

fees – fitting the market place - whilst being one of the best bred 

thoroughbreds in the world and doing the business. 

 

What else can we say about ALADO that matters? 

 

He is a career Winners/Runners approximately 50% sire, having 

been as high as nearly 70% on small crops and surely heading 

back that way. 

 

His recent winners include a (this week) 8.5 lengths winning  

juvenile AXIOS bred in The Alado Project, a 3 times winner  

ALDATO bred by Hemel ‘n Aarde Stud and ROCKET COUNTDOWN 

Gr2 winner (and a blinder in last year’s July behind DO IT AGAIN) 

bred by Oldlands Stud. 

 

His current yearlings and foals are exceptional by any standards 

– you’ll have to take our word for it or go and see. 

 

At Mistico, he sold for 100% and 80% above the median and av-

eraged 22% above it. Comments included:  “If you’d had him 

from the outset he’d be a Book 1 Sire”, “Those colts are really 

good”, “Wasn’t he over 60% winners to  

runners?” 

 

Now, he can be booked on the innovative 

AllanStallions “PAY WHEN YOU SELL” terms 

at a low fee in an attempt to make a contri-

bution to breeders’ cash flows and have the 

stallion owner and manager absorb the 

cash flow deficit. It is increasingly difficult 

for many breeders of good horses to pay on 

Live Foal, 16-18 months before selling. That 

is the “cash flow gap” that AllanStallions 

offers to bridge. 

 

ALADO has 2 x Fee Options (both plus VAT): 

R5,000 Live Foal or R7,500 Pay When You 

Sell as yearling or weanling at the breeder’s 

option. Both fees can be less through the 

popular AllanStallions Scales of Fees.. 

 

Trainers of some of ALADO’s more recent 

multiple winners include Vaughan Marshall 

(the current Grandiflora as well as earlier 

Stakes placers Adorada 4w – recently sold 

to go to stud – and Half Moon Hotel 5w L 

plx2 and Northern Conquest 4w Gr3 pl – he 

is very pleased with his latest Alado 

“Attagirl”); Alec Laird (Pale Lilac 3w, Flying 

Winger 4w both current); Duncan Howells 

(Baltic Amber 5w current); Joey Ramsden 

(Apollo Star 2w); Awesomeness 2w (Candice 

Bass-Robinson who also has Rocket Count-

down 3w incl Gr2w Gr3 plx2). 

 

ALADO stands at Hemel ‘n Aarde Stud near 

Hermanus where he is supported by a con-

stant band of broodmares in The Alado Pro-

ject managed by AllanBloodlines plus those 

of discerning breeders. 

 

This stallion’s fees are extraordinarily low 

but until those sales medians rise again, 

AllanStallions can at least set fees and offer 

PAY WHEN YOU SELL to support breeders 

who come for this magnificent page – a 

direct son of the great Danzig out of a World 

Champion with dozens of Gr1 and other 

Stakes winners in the family. 

- AllanBloodlines Media Release. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Subjects of our sorrow 

‘BENONI’ means ‘Son Of My Sorrow’ and while the pictur-

esque East Rand Town brought us everything from the world 

celebrity Charlize Theron to the rugby star Gerrie Germishuys 

to the national record-breaking athlete, criminal and  

fraudster Willie Smit, it also brought us sorrow when big  

businessmen started entering racing and the original ‘Eastern 

District Sporting Club’ was dissolved and closed in 1959. 

Above, a pic taken of the Benoni grandstand in 1958. They 

raced there on a Saturday too, unlike Newmarket or the Vaal.  

Pic: Paul Alexander on ‘Vintage SA Racing,’ Facebook). 

He would have raced in Benoni 

ONE trainer who would have been around when they raced in 

Benoni was Ormond Ferraris (87), who as well publicised will 

be handing in his trainers’ licence this month. On the photo a 

great Ferraris memory, Wagga Wagga (New South Wales out of 

Instinctive) and Raymond Rhodes, winning the Gr1 Benoni 

Diamond Guineas in 1977. Ferraris sends out a pair of  

runners with chances at the Vaal today. May they both win. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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