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Relying on the Whirligig Of Time 

The Globe Theatre in action. 

A Shakespearean Fool appears often in the Bard’s plays. He is above the run of the mill fool (= court 

jester) being able to out-think his social superiors and, in effect, guide the audience. The Fool was  

beloved of the audiences in the cheap seats. If you visit the Globe Theatre in Southwark you can see 

where the “groundlings” (always fans of the Fool) sat on the ground. 

In Twelfth Night, the Fool is part of a group that has 

tormented the leading lady’s deluded butler Malvolio. 

As the play closes and Malvolio is disgraced, the Fool 

berates him ending with “and thus the whirligig of time 

has its revenges”. Malvolio shrieks about revenge and 

runs off. 

 

The 16th century “whirligig of time” phrase means in 

today’s  language “What goes around comes around”. 

This requires a philosophical and patient approach. 

And we don’t have time for that. 

This column a couple of weeks ago reminded about 

the NYS median in 2010 and its extrapolation to 

R400,000 today. Last month it was R175,000.  

 

Presuming that sales company inspectors at that  

level must get it right in terms of quality and that all 

pedigrees fit the bill, logically, the half of the sale that 

sold below the median – and did not sell at all - must 

have been pretty good yearlings. For which there was 

insufficient demand. 
(To page 2) 
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ALISTAIR Gordon and Jane Thomas doing their yearling inspections.  

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

The upper end prices and the one spectacular figure 

have confirmed that major buyers will spend on SA 

products. This is something to celebrate in the context 

of EU release, although there should be South East 

Asian interest at middle levels as well as top. 

 

The recipients of the top prices are by and large 

the wealthy owners of the best mares. Take the 

top 10 or 20 sales out of the picture and there 

are many below barely able to swim against the 

current. “Below” must be preserved for the sake 

of all our futures. 
 

A shortfall in institutional income has arisen due to the 

registration of 22% fewer foals born in 2018. Fewer 

still in 2019 must be anticipated. The bare facts may 

suggest that supply and demand will balance and as-

sist price levels but it will not be as simple as that. 

Many trainers and owners have only continued be-

cause they have been able to obtain yearlings as gifts 

or on leases or very cheaply so will they be able to 

stock up? If overseas buyers also take a chunk of the 

crop straight to S.E.Asia, 22% fewer yearlings in 2020 

will not necessarily fill fields. 

 

This column writes not only as a consultant/manager 

in the SA pool, but also as a swimmer against that  

current.  This season so far, there have been 32 Allan-

bred runners contributing to the fields of 180 races. 

Down on AEPR from last year although R1.35 million in 

stakes is not bad, there remains 25% of the current 

season in which to come with a run. 

 

Issuing covering certificates, we see how hard it is for 

some respectable breeders to pay 2018 Live Foal fees. 

We have created a special payment schedule an-

nounced last week. Moves have to be made. 

 

There is a dichotomy in the South African breeding 

community – those who are recession proof or at least 

can cope comfortably and those who can’t or are 

struggling. Experience shows that breeding industries 

do best when the top looks after and communicates 

well with the bottom, whether industry bodies, stallion 

stations, sales companies or any other relatively 

wealthy players. 

 

It may only have been for an hour or two, but the  

communication blackout during the strike action at 

Turffontein generated digital speculation of awful  

consequences, not all of it polite, some of which went 

international where some interested parties are  

watching anyway.  

 

Communication is a key – and could also have been 

more helpful regarding the huge percentage  

retroactive hike in foal registration fees already paid. 

 

For only the third time in sixteen years I did not attend 

the TBA AGM. It was not by my choice. Late last week, 

my phone ran hot with agitated breeders who also had 

not attended. 

 

Initially, I fixed on my analogy: you buy a new car; it will 

take 3 weeks to be delivered; before it is delivered you 

are told that the price has gone up very substantially. 

No! 

 

Then a senior breeder issued an angry email railing 

against the retroactive hikes exclaiming that this sort 

of action will drive many to the wall. 

 

Breeders at a working person’s level cannot    (to p3) 



3 

 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 

pay lumpsums willy nilly in the current market. They will register 

what they can afford to register. NHRA has traditionally allowed 

late registrations even just before racing. So breeders might  

cancel or postpone thus reducing income not increasing it. 

 

Before saying anything myself, I made calls and learned that sup-

port for the move was more or less unanimous at the AGM. De-

tailed explanation of the need to fund (the very optimistic) SAEHP 

– the most crucial issue on the current agenda - had been given.  

 

Put that way… fair enough. Presumably the AGM had a quorum 

and – if exports are resumed – the hike may have been a  

one-off. QED. 

 

A less minimalist email from NHRA (or TBA or Cape/KZN Breed-

ers) couched in explanatory and appreciative terms, perhaps 

with the Chairman’s Address attached or précis of it, might have 

saved the blood pressure of a number of those who may not 

have “made” the meeting but were as involved in its result as 

those who did.  

 

Communication is crucial – not only with the “outside”  

populations and businesses on behalf of racing and breeding, 

but also amongst ourselves. 

 

Shakespeare cruelly named that character Malvolio which rough-

ly translates to Ill Will. Goodwill is what we need externally and 

internally and we can’t wait for the whirligig of time.  - tt. 

Oh Deary Oh, from our columnist’s Salad 

Days comes this pic where he plays  

Malvolio, taken many moons ago. 

Innovative stallion fee 

structure, Elusive Fort 
 

ALLAN Bloodlines have announced a newly 

structured payment system for services to 

ELUSIVE FORT, the Grade 1 sire and the only 

son of Fort Wood now standing. 

 

Mare owners will be able to choose between 

a Live Foal fee of R20,000 + VAT (down 

from R30,000 for his recent Full Books) or 

R25,000 + VAT “Pay When You Sell”. 

 

The successful AllanStallions Scales of Fees 

will apply to either option, enabling lower 

fees to be paid for multiples. 

 

“We as stakeholders in our SA industry must 

make efforts to rebalance the equation for 

beleaguered breeders without whose prod-

ucts there will be too few horses for racing 

in South Africa” said David Allan. “Paying 

stallion fees 16-18 months before selling is 

increasingly difficult and a decline in the 

NYS median is what defines the market for 

the majority,” said David Allan. 

 

He continued “One move we as stallion peo-

ple can make is to bring benefit to breeders’ 

cash flows – hence Pay When You Sell – 

and take the cash flow hit in the syndicate’s 

and management’s earnings. We also re-

duce the fee level to something mutually 

workable in tricky times”.  -Press release. 
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BASADI Faith (Devin Habib, red-and-green), fights off Cavivar (Piere Strydom).  (JC Photos) 

Basadi Faith: Now to Scottsville for her first Gr1 
BASADI Faith is four from four after her splendid win in Saturday’s Gr2 SA Fillies Nursery over 1160 at 

Turffontein and she will be all the rage to go to an unbeaten five in the Gr1 Allan Robertson  

Championship over 1200m at Scottsville on 25 May. 

High-riding trainer Paul Matchett, just outside the Top 

15 on the National Log, said on Monday that the little 

extra at Scottsville on the Pietermaritzburg track’s  

festival day won’t be a problem and that he was look-

ing forward to the race. 

 

“We know it’s a specialist track, but we have a good 

filly and she’s getting stronger still. The Gauteng two-

year-old sprint form was franked when Tobie Spies’ 

fillies ran one-two in the Strelitzia Stakes at Greyville 

on Friday so we’re hopeful.” 

 

Basadi Faith (27-20) had to fight to win, for the first 

time in her career, but she did so admirably under 

Devin Habib, keeping a determined Cavivar (Piere 

Strydom) at bay. 

 

Matchett said he couldn’t compare Basadi Faith to his  

2017 Allan Robertson winner Brave Mary as they were 

different types of fillies, but one can safely assume that 

the hard-galloping daughter of Master Of My Fate is in 

the same class as her exported predecessor. 

 

Basadi Faith, a close relation to champions National 

Colour, Rafeef and Mustaaqeem, slipped under the 

radar and into Matchett’s stable for only R45,000 at 

the CTS 2018 April Sale. 

 

Twilight Moon, the stable’s R20,000 seasonal hero, 

went down 1,50-lengths to his old rival Frosted Gold in 

the colt’s Nursery and Matchett said: “I don’t want to 

offer excuses, but Twilight Moon was run into at the 

700m mark and almost came to a standstill, he 

would’ve finished closer to Frosted Gold. He’ll be going 

to Scottsville for the Gold Medallion, he will enjoy the 

uphill on the track.”  - tt. 



5 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


6 

 

EFFORTLESS Reward won the Durban Dash, in the blink of eye. (Candiese Marnewick) 

Goosen’s super-fast filly gets a quick cash return 

EFFORTLESS Reward (AUS) completed Friday night’s The Independent on Saturday Sports and Racing 

Dash over 400m in 24,18s, about 19s faster than Wade van Niekerk, the human world record holder 

for the distance.  

In horsepower vs human ability this statistic probably 

makes van Niekerk look good, even more so if one 

considers trainer Louis Goosen’s assessment that five-

year-old Effortless Reward is the “fastest racehorse I 

have ever laid my hands on!” 

 

With praise like this, one would expect Effortless  

Reward to have had more than seven career wins to 

her name, but Goosen explained that she has a 

breathing problem which has prevented her from 

“running through” in races over 1000m.  

 

“Effortless Reward scoped clean when we bought her 

in Australia, but she started making breathing noises 

here and the vets discovered she had a birth defect in 

her throat, the scientific name for it is baffling but  

suffice to say it is an inoperable defect and she’s been 

running like that.” 

 

The 400m novelty race was made in heaven for  

Effortless Reward, who is not affected by her problem 

until late in a 1000m sprint, and Goosen was confi-

dent she’d win it. A scholar of the late “sprint magi-

cian”, Buddy Maroun, he also sharpened her for the 

dash and the stable’s confidence reflected in appren-

tice Jason Gates celebrating his success well before 

the line. 

 

Effortless Reward, formerly owned by Mario Ferreira, 

was bought back at the Shongweni Sale by Suzette 

and Basie Viljoen and partner Laura De Haast, who 

paid just R50,000 and got it all back with Friday’s 

R81,000 winner’s cheque. 

 

Goosen said: “Mario and his racing manager Des  

Goncalves decided to let her go, she doesn’t have 

black type and they didn’t want to breed with her, but 

I’m glad we kept her and thanks to her new owners for 

stepping in.” 

 

Viljoen and De Haast invested even more at the recent  

National Yearling Sale, buying a Soft Calling Rain colt 

from Mauritzfontein Stud for R900,000. “I am thankful 

for their support. This is the first time I’ve gone to a 

sale and got three of the top five I wanted.  

Mauritzfontein has also kindly leased me a half-sister 

to Zen Arcade, by Global View.”  - tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://twitter.com/turftalk1
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HERMOSA wins the 1000 Guineas.  

O’Brien saddles Classic Double 
 

TRAINER Aidan O'Brien on Sunday won his second Classic in as 

many days with victory for Hermosa in the 1,000 Guineas. 

 

Hermosa led throughout at Newmarket to win by a length a day 

after Magna Grecia won the 2,000 Guineas on Saturday. 

 

It is the fourth time O'Brien has won both opening Classics of 

the season, and jockey Wayne Lordan celebrated a second win 

in the race in three years after Winter's success in 2017. 

 

Hermosa was beaten into second at Newmarket last October, 

as Lordan rode Iridessa to victory in the Fillies' Mile for Joseph 

O'Brien's first Group One winner in Britain. 

 

She was also beaten into second that same month by Godol-

phin's Royal Meeting over seven furlongs at Chantilly. Team 

O'Brien set out to make this is a test for Hermosa's opponents 

by seeking to lead all the way, confident, based on the details 

of her pedigree, that stamina reserves would be sufficient. 

 

The Epsom Oaks, where she will be able to 'travel' comfortably 

over the extra half-mile, is the target now. O'Brien's domination 

of these big races frustrates some, but it does demonstrate an 

extraordinary strength in depth.  - BBC. 

Hawwaam’s July odds trimmed 
 

HAWWAAM has been cut from 15-2 to 4-1 fa-

vourite for the Vodacom Durban July by Betting 

World following his staggeringly impressive win 

in Saturday’s Premier’s Champions Challenge. 

 

He seems sure to go up considerably in the 

ratings – and therefore in the July weights – 

when the handicappers discuss things this 

morning and in any case punters should hold 

fire until such time as Mike de Kock makes a 

public comment about the likelihood (or other-

wise) of the horse running in the great race – 

and that seems unlikely to come until after the 

colt’s next race which will, in all probability, be 

the Daily News on June 1 or the Rising Sun 

Gold Challenge a week later. 

 

Last year’s July winner Do It Again remains on 

5-1 but Met hero Rainbow Bridge has short-

ened a point to 11-2 after going so close on 

his reappearance in Friday night’s Drill Hall. 

 

Anton Marcus’s choice will be key. The four-

time champion is the most successful July 

rider of all time and would appear to hold most 

of the aces.  

Do It Again last season was his record fifth 

win, he is the regular rider of  

Rainbow Bridge and now, presumably, of  

Hawwaam too. As if all that was not enough, 

he gives every impression of riding even better 

than ever this season. 

Twist Of Fate, on whom Marcus won Friday’s 

KRA Guineas, is the other big July mover being 

slashed from 40-1 to 16-1, while Do It Again’s 

stable companion Magnificent Seven has been 

shortened from 25-1 to 16-1. Amomg the fil-

lies, you can get as much as 50-1 on Oh  

Susanna and 66-1 on Lady In Black.—Gold 

Circle. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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ANNELI Drummond-Hay is still actively showjumping at 82.  (H&H) 

Former showjumping star still active at 82 

LEGENDARY rider Anneli Drummond-Hay, know 

to many older South African horse fans as  

Anneli Wucherpfennig, is still competing in 

equestrian events – and still competitive – at 

the age of 82. 
 

The former top eventer and showjumper, who won 

both Badminton and the first Burghley as well as the 

Hickstead Derby and a host of other top showjump-

ing classes, still enjoys her jumping at Burlington 

Stables, in Midrand. 

 

The stables runs monthly showjumping shows, as 

well as a national event towards the end of each 

year, with classes from 90cm to 1.40m. 

 

“Anneli supports quite a few of the shows,” the  

stable’s Anne-Marie Esslinger said. “She brought her 

horse Apollo back from Europe with her and she likes 

to get good tickets – she always gives it a go in the 

jump-off. “She enjoys it, her horse is happy as Larry.” 

 

Anneli is most famous for her partnership with  

Merely-A-Monarch, with whom she took both Badmin-

ton and Burghley. They then switched to showjump-

ing, winning grands prix across the world, jumping on 

Nations Cups teams and winning the Rome, Geneva 

and Berlin derbies as well as Hickstead. 

 

She also won European Championships gold and was 

shortlisted for the 1964 Olympics. Anneli Was British 

Sportswoman of the year 3 times and South African 

Sportswoman of the Year 8 times. —Horse & Hound. 
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Presidential support for racing 

US President Donald Trump expressed his opinion on the 

145th Kentucky Derby in a tweet yesterday and made a  

typically controversial comment. Point is that he tweeted it to 

60 million followers the opinion that the Derby was “a  

beautiful thing to watch”, and suggested the competitive na-

ture of the sport and the varied opinions it generates. That is 

just simply a good thing. Who said DJT had not an iota of cul-

ture in him? The man clearly does appreciate life’s finer 

things. Here is his tweet of Sunday morning (US time), in  

reference to the race and the frivolous objection it produced: 

“The Kentucky Derby decision was not a good one. It was a 

rough & tumble race on a wet and sloppy track, actually, a 

beautiful thing to watch. Only in these days of political  

correctness could such an overturn occur. The best horse did 

NOT win the Kentucky Derby - not even close!” 

Lisa’s still a high achiever 

LISA Prestwood became the first female jockey in SA (and still 

the only one) to ride a Gr1 winner when she won the (now) 

Tsogo Sun Sprint on Buddy Maroun’s Al Nitak in 2003. She 

retired for health reasons in 2009, and these days is a high 

achiever with her Belgian Shepherd, Bolt. They are presently  

representing South Arica in various disciplines at the FMBB 

World Championships for Belgian Shepherds in the Czech 

Republic and she said on Sunday: “This is my second time 

here, it is difficult but invigorating, good for my health!” She 

returns to South Africa on 16 May. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

