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HAWWAAM won’t lack fitness in Champions Challenge (Chase Liebenberg). 

Hawwaam and Soqrat had good preps at Turffontein 

IF there is a weekend in 2019 made for horse racing fanatics, this is it. 

Friday evening’s race meeting at Greyville heralds the 

opening of the SA Champions Season in KwaZulu-

Natal and there will be eight feature races on the nine-

race programme. 

 

In Louisville, Kentucky, Saturday sees the 145th run-

ning of the Kentucky Derby at which Mint Julep, the 

traditional Derby drink since 1930, will be sold for 

$2,500 in a fancy cup etched with the twin spires  

motif of Churchill Downs Racecourse. 

Refreshments won’t be near that expensive at  

Turffontein’s Gins ‘N Roses Festival on Saturday which 

coincides with Champions Day at the city track, where 

a 12-race card brings the curtain down on the  

Highveld’s Autumn Feature Season. 

 

Mike de Kock, who has been celebrating his R9-million 

National Sales purchase at the ‘Racing Masters’ Golf 

Tournament in Swaziland this week, will be rushing 

back to saddle Sheikh Hamdan’s    (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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HAWWAAM AND SOQRAT (fm p1) 

 

star three-year-old Hawwaam in the topliner, the Gr1 Prem-

ier’s Champions Challenge (R4-million) over 2000m. 

 

Hawwaam gave his growing band of supporters a shock when 

he crashed through the rails at the parade ring and bolted 

before last month’s SA Derby. He had to be withdrawn and 

missed what would have been his preparation run for Satur-

day’s race, but assistant trainer Mathew de Kock reported on 

Thursday that the colt is fit and ready. 

 

De Kock said: “We took Hawwaam to Turffontein two weeks 

ago and gave him and work partner Soqrat a good, hard  

training gallop before the start of races. He is doing well and 

won’t be ring-rusty.” Soqrat himself will be lining up from a 

wide draw in the KRA Guineas at Greyville tonight and he’s in 

a competitive field, but he’s a high quality champion in his 

own right and should win again. 

Sean Tarry’s seven-year-old Legal Eagle and his 2018 Sum-

mer Cup winner Tilbury Fort will ensure that Hawwaam has 

some opposition, while Johan Janse van Vuuren’s much im-

proved Divine Odyssey is also in with a shout. 

  

Hawwaam, however, will be hard to beat and his Number 10 

will be the popular number in ‘banker’ position when punters 

fill in their Pick 6 tickets. A pool of R5-million is expected. 

  

Tarry, who saddled seven winners at the Champions Day 

meeting in 2017, will have a strong hand in two of the day’s 

feature sprints with runners owned by Chris van Niekerk.  Ex-

quisite Touch, the five-year-old mare, looks a cut above her 

rivals in the Gr2 Camellia Stakes and three-year-old 

Chimichuri Run is weighted with a big chance in the Gr1 Com-

putaform Sprint.  - tt. 

SOQRAT, bring on that wide draw! 

Try the good old Tote double 

for fun this weekend! 
 
THERE are all sorts of carryovers this week-

ends, two Jackpots and two Bi-Pots, but if 

you’re strong on individual runners, take all the 

doubles around them, bankering your choice 

with the field in Leg 1 (or 2). Let’s take our  

example: We’re keen on four horses at Turffon-

tein, True To Life (9-1, Race 3), Hawwaam (4-

10, Race 8), Chimichuri Run (7-1, Race 9) and 

Protea Paradise (3-1, Race 10). Our bets would 

be: R2 Double Field x 8. R3 Double 8 x Field. 

R7 Double Field x 10. R8 Double 10 x Field. R8 

Double Field x 13. R9 Double 13 x Field. R9 

Double Field x 5.  R10 Double 5 x Field. 

 

This is a fun way of playing because when your 

single banker arrives you are guaranteed a win 

and you can shout for the outsiders in the other 

leg. Also, in our case tomorrow, our fancied run-

ners fall in successive races so you are covered 

in both legs, as long as one wins. You may only 

get your money back in some cases, but you 

cash in when an outsider wins in your ‘field’ leg.  

(Value bets in Red, taken eachway). 
 

Turffontein selections 
 

Race 1:  (8) Tree Tumbo (2) Dads Roots (6) 

Magic Vision (7) Tiger’s Rock 

Race 2: (15) Stage Dance (8) Invisible (2) An-

natjie (5) Candy Cane 

Race 3: (8) True To Life (1) Basadi Faith (5) Gin 

Fizz (9) Upcloseandpersonal 

Race 4: (13) Twilight Moon (3) Frosted Gold (1) 

Battleoftrafalgar (4) Gotthegreenlight 

Race 5: (1) Secret Potion (7) Return Flight (3) 

Silvan On Fire (2) Fresnaye 

Race 6: (3) Exquisite Touch (5) Schippers (14) 

Comaneci (9) Covered In Snow 

Race 7:  (7) Forest Express (2) Liege (1) Walter 

Smoothie (3) Sunshine Silk 

Race 8: (10) Hawwaam (2) Tilbury Fort (6) Di-

vine Odyssey (1) Legal Eagle 

Race 9:  (13) Chimichuri Run (14) Van Halen (7) 

Trip To Heaven (5) Pacific Trader 

Race 10:  (5) Protea Paradise (3) Warrior’s Rest 

(1) Soldier On (4) Morning Catch 

Race 11: (7) Bien Venue (8) Throng (3) Dan The 

Lad (6) Hakeem 

Race 12: (6) Tendre (9) French Leave (4) Mas-

ter and Man (1) Zeal and Zest 
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Further calls for a ‘rejuvenation’ of Cape racing 
SMALL STABLES DESERVE SUPPORT FROM MAJOR OWNERS 

ROOKIE trainer Piet Botha has added his voice to the recent appeals for owner support, lodged by 

small stables in Cape Town, where the five major stables are seen to be dominating the scene and 

crowding out the little fish in the pond. 

Botha (42) who retired from race riding and took out his trainers’ licence at the start of the new season last  

August, has saddled two winners and 15 places from only 34 runs, but with only 16 horses in his care, he can’t 

be competitive or earn a decent income. 

He said: “I am not living an illusion, my wife Nicole and 

I always knew it was going to be tough, but our journey 

so far has been tougher than anticipated. Listen, 

things are what they are, I do not wish to be seen as 

someone who moans and groans. But there are sever-

al trainers in Cape Town who are battling to make 

ends meet. 

“The five or six big yards stable most of the horses, 

and they don’t run them too often. Fields are shrink-

ing, race meetings have been reduced, the pools are 

smaller and there are no races for horses in the lower 

divisions. It’s getting harder and harder. I am not a 

typical salesman, not a natural marketer and that’s a 

further disadvantage. But with a more even spread of 

horses I do believe the sport will benefit all of us, it will 

be more competitive.” 

 

The Milnerton trainer said that there were a few prom-

PIET and Nicole Botha. 

ising runners in his string that can get the ball rolling, 

most notably two-year-old Warrior Tiger. “He’s had two 

fourth places in two runs, we thought he’d win the 

Juvenile feature on Met day, he came from far back to 

run only 1,5-lengths off. We’ve sent him to the farm to 

grow and mature, he’ll only be back later.  I’ll never 

push any of the youngsters, but I have just two older 

horses and there are no races for them.” 

 

Botha, like many other trainers with small stables, is 

hoping that fate can play a role. “Everyone needs a bit 

of luck, a good horse to come along or an owner that 

arrives on your doorstep with some support. Until that 

happens, all we can do is plug away and hope.  

 

“When my young, unraced horses are ready to go to 

the racetrack things will improve, but one needs a 

string of some size to play any kind of role. I have 16, 

19 if you count three on the farm, but if I do the sums 

and look at my own shares I own eight of them  

outright. We need owners’ support!” 

 

Marsh Shirtliff, one of the biggest owners in Cape 

Town and South Africa, agreed that something had to 

done to help the small stables. He said: “I’d say 80% 

of the horse population in Cape Town are with five big 

stables and many of them are not running, so we have 

fewer races. The horse population is shrinking, I really 

feel for the smaller trainers and I’ve been trying to 

help them. 

 

“My partner Bryn Ressell and I have spread our run-

ners, we’ve given a few to Piet Steyn and we bought 

the sales-topper at the recent BSA Cape Sale for Glen 

Puller and Riaan van Reenen. I’ve also given a horse 

to Mike Robinson and taken a share of one with Paul 

Reeves. Then there is Eric Sands who must get one, 

and my first trainer Greg Ennion. We’re trying but there 

are budget constraints, we can’t assist everyone.  

 

“We need a rejuvenation in Cape racing. The club 

has to get involved to source new owners and 

new horses for trainers. They have to implement 

a programme so we can race more often, with 

more horses.  

“Personally I don’t have a problem with trainers phon-

ing for help, I am not offended by that, but (to  page 5) 
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CAPE TRAINERS (fm p4) 
 

my help can only extend so far. I urge other big own-

ers to consider spreading some of their runners 

around to the smaller stables. I am not talking only 

about chuck-outs or bad horses, perhaps there are 

horses needing extra care that will flourish in a small 

yard. Small trainers will race them more often and 

make races more competitive and the pools will grow. 

We’re also considering sending fewer of our moder-

ate horses to Port Elizabeth, keeping them here. 

 

“Let’s band together, all of us should look at the big-

ger picture to support those who are working in the 

sport and enjoying it with us. It can be done.” 

 

Brett Crawford, considered one of the Cape’s ‘Big 

Five’, commented: “Most of us started slowly,  

battling, I know how hard it is. But this is free enter-

prise, owners always have a choice where to send 

their horses. I fully agree that everyone needs a bit of 

luck, but try and make your luck. There are basics 

involved, hard work and marketing, attending sales, 

being there to be seen and talking to people. Every bit 

helps.”  - tt. 

MARSH Shirtliff.  (pic: Hartford House) 

@turftalk1 

RACE WITH PIET BOTHA 
dare2dreamracing@gmail.com 

Where's That Tiger / Royal Yacht filly. Yearling. Piet’s 

first choice. R60 000. Her half sister out of Master Of 

My Fate was backed in her first start this weekend and  

finished second running very green.  

Where's That Tiger / Mashallah filly. Yearling for 

R90,000.  

Captain Of All filly out of a Tiger Ridge mare. Yearling 

R60000 - 40% shares left.   

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
mailto:dare2dreamracing@gmail.com
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RAINBOW Bridge makes his long-awaited debut in KZN when he runs in The Independent On Saturday Drill Hall 

Stakes (Gr2) at Greyville this evening. He will race in the red-and-white silks of Mike Rattray, his new owner. Eric 

Sands is using this race as the gelding’s warm-up for Champions Season and ultimately a crack at the Vodacom 

Durban July while a couple of hours before, Justin Snaith will put Do It Again and Made To Conquer, first and 

second respectively in last year’s July, through their paces, also over 1400m.   

Sands has already warned that Rainbow Bridge has a couple of obstacles to negotiate, namely this being his first 

run under lights, first time around a right-handed turn and a lay-off since beating Do It Again in the Sun Met. 

With the July in mind, Rainbow Bridge will obviously not be anywhere near his peak at this stage of his prepara-

tion but he is a class act, has won over the distance and racing fresh should at least see him running at them 

late.  - Gold Circle. 

Rainbow Bridge has obstacles in Drill Hall Stakes 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Late entries will be accepted for Charity Turf Challenge 
THAT MEANS TODAY AT 17.30! 

THIS year’s Charity Turf Challenge sponsored by Track & Ball Gaming kicks off this Friday at Greyville 

Racecourse with a fantastic card headlined by “The Independent On Saturday” Gr.2 Drill Hall Stakes”. 

Friday’s meeting benefitted from the transfer of the 

four feature races scheduled for last Sunday’s meeting 

at Scottsville. This means that CTC entrants now have 

a feast of runners to choose from, starting in Race 2 

with the running of the Listed In Full Flight Stakes at 

17h30 when the competition officially closes.  

 

Don’t forget to pay special attention to the runners on 

Turffontein’s finale the following day, featuring the 

Premier’s Champion Challenge and a host of other top 

class feature races. And, whilst the Cape’s Winter 

Guineas has already been run, the Winter Classic and 

Derby are potential point scoring opportunities. An  

exciting rematch between One World and Vardy is on 

the cards, and it’s hard to ignore Glen Kotzen’s,  

Herodotus, who will appreciate the step up in trip.  

 

Racing South Africa and Gold Circle staff will be at 

Greyville on Friday to receive last minute entries. Look 

out for Sheila De Villiers and Mandy Hughes CTC stand 

next to the parade ring and Melinne Nathram in the 

Members/Durban View Room. For those unable to 

attend the meeting and intend submitting manual en-

tries, please email or fax them to the following:  

E – ctc@racingsouthafrica.co.za 

F – 031 769 2944 F – 031 314 1994 F – 031 769 

1142 

 

The entry form with the full list of horses can be 

found by following the link and downloading the pdf: 

https://www.safhorse.com/view_page.aspx?ID=82 

 

This week’s popular Winning Ways show featured an 

interview with Track & Ball CEO, Steve Marshall, who 

gave viewers insight into the competition and more 

details about the company’s special offers that are 

linked to the Charity Turf Challenge. For those who 

missed the broadcast, you can download the show on 

You Tube:   

h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / R d h f u 9 8 r T 4 g ?

list=PLrmF8uyoG24q5-A7llFDLSAbSnPcIFCiK 

As a reminder, the following INCENTIVES are availa-

ble: 

• 1 FREE BONUS entry for every 5 entries submit-

ted for ONLINE users (i.e. the sixth entry is free) 

Track & Ball Gaming, is offering ALL CTC entrants a 

betting credit worth R200 added to their next deposit 

(minimum deposit of R50) online. For more infor-

mation about this promotion, please contact the 

Track And Ball team directly on: 031 314 1969 or 

email: onlinesupport@trackandball.co.za or visit the 

website: www.trackandball.co.za 

TabGold is again kindly sponsoring R10 000 worth of 

betting vouchers for the ever-popular weekly draw. 

- Racing South Africa. 

THE Kieswetter family of Ridgemont/Highlands won 

yesterdays Conway Piling Handicap Hurdle (Grade B) 

at the Punchestown Festival with My Sister Sarah 

(photo), racing in the silks of Barnane Stud, their Irish 

operation. She is trained by Willie Mullins. 

mailto:ctc@racingsouthafrica.co.za
https://www.safhorse.com/view_page.aspx?ID=82
https://youtu.be/Rdhfu98rT4g?list=PLrmF8uyoG24q5-A7llFDLSAbSnPcIFCiK
https://youtu.be/Rdhfu98rT4g?list=PLrmF8uyoG24q5-A7llFDLSAbSnPcIFCiK
mailto:onlinesupport@trackandball.co.za
http://www.trackandball.co.za
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KZN Guineas, 45 years ago 

IN 1974, the mighty Gatecrasher (Kirsch Flambee), won the 

KZN Guineas at Greyville by 12,75-lengths for trainer Herman 

Brown (sr) and jockey Rudi Nieuwenhuis. In tonight’s renewal 

at the Durban track we’ll see the likes of Soqrat, Twist Of Fate 

and National Park, but are any as good as this legend of old? 

(Thanks to Charles Baker: Vintage South African racing on 

FB). 

Trust me, I’m a doctor... 

And if you hate your boss... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

