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JUSTIN Vermaak, young man in a hurry.  (Candiese Marnewick). 

7 QUESTIONS 
to... 

YOUTHFUL Justin Vermaak of Vermaak Equine was the 

second biggest buyer by lots at the recent  

BSA National Yearling Sale. We caught up with the 31-

year-old to get the latest news. 

You’ve been travelling a lot in the last few years. What 

knowledge have you gained from breeding jurisdictions in 

places like Argentina and Australia? 

 

I think it’s the same as any other business or industry, it 

opens your eyes, especially in our case, to a much bigger 

industry, you actually then only realize how cut off from the 

world we are. All other racing nations enjoy this “cross-

competition” in races all over the show and here we sit, 

struggling to get horses to compete regularly enough, it is a 

shame. Hopefully some arrangement is forthcoming for  

export otherwise our breeder pool will keep shrinking.  

 

Do you prefer Yearling Sales or Ready To Run sales? 

 

Yearling sales for sure. From a costs point of view, and for 

JUSTIN VERMAAK, bloodstock agent 

trading RTR’s are helpful as they are late in the 

year and owners wait less time for a return, but I 

think more quality is present at Yearling sales if 

you put in the leg work. Gallops can be very  

misleading, jockeys and trainers can’t tell you 

what can run or can’t run until three runs, never 

mind three gallops!  

 
You have been on the scene as an independent 

bloodstock agent since leaving Maine Chance, 

but with 19 individual purchases at last week’s 

Nationals you’ve made a big statement, what is 

the story behind the purchases? 

 

I have joined Laurence Wernars and Johan Janse 

Van Vuuren on the bloodstock side recently which 

has been a great move for me and hopefully I can 

add to the team. I think historically you can see 

how when bloodstock agents team up and work 

closely with a stable there is certain upside for 

both if doing a good job, I am sure that will work 

out here. Johan is a top class trainer and  

Laurence is a brilliant man to work for, away from 

racing I am always listening to his insight. We are 

setting up a nice "owner/breeder" set up for him 

with the intent of racing our best progeny and 

adding a select few yearlings to the crop each 

year to keep replenishing the quality. It was  

fantastic sale and it was a real buyers market in 

the middle end, which is where we struck.  

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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7 QUESTIONS: JUSTIN VERMAAK (fm p1) 

 
Was the intent to buy that number of did you manage to 

grab extras thanks to it being such a buyer’s market? 

 

It was really hard at the top end, some of my top lots 

obviously went for big money, there were horses I had 

valued at around the R500k mark which were selling 

for R750-R1mil and just out of my range, but there were 

horses I valued at R500k which dropped for much  

lower, sometimes even half that and that is where we 

got our strong numbers from. Thankfully Laurence 

brought some of his esteemed partners into the bulk of 

them which helped to stretch the budget. 

 

Tell us about the purchases and are all 19 for Laurence 

and Johan? 

 
Fourteen were bought for Laurence, of which I think 10 

are bound for Johan, the others are for Laurence's other 

trainers Alec Laird, Gary Alexander and Brett Warren. 

We bought some exceptional Oratorio colts from Pippa 

Mickleburgh at Avontuur, she is a phenomenal breeder 

and I think the Taberers are exceptional people and 

great ambassadors for racing, so we like to support 

them. Also Laurence and Johan have done exceptionally 

well with Oratorio, Divine Odyssey in fact being Lau-

rence's first home bred group winner. We also bagged 

some smart Gimmethegreenlight’s from Mauritzfontein 

and a filly by Oratorio from the Fillies Guineas winning 

Argentine mare Emerald Beauty, a future mare no 

doubt! I loved a Duke Of Marmalade colt at Ridgemont 

Highlands which we got as well, plus they graciously 

kept a leg in the horse with us. An example of how the 

sale went would be another lot we bought from 

Ridgemont Highlands, a Pathfork filly from the sister to 

Potala Palace was going for R75 000, she wasn't on the 

final list but scored highly and at that price we had to go 

R100 000 and we got the filly. Another one for stud! I 

also signed for two purchases for Paul Matchett and his 

clients, Paul is a fantastic trainer as he has shown this 

year and we have had luck together with Brave Mary 

already. I look forward to racing the odd horse with him 

this year in my personal capacity, with his eye he is a 

trader’s dream! The last two will be raced in the Cape 

with Glen Kotzen, to be put together with some of his 

clients, one of them was the Global View brother to  

our Gr1-placed Herodotus. 

 

Will the Global View buy be in the green and black of 

Green Street? 

 

I am not sure at the moment, he will be raced by the 

same owner partnership as his brother but it is likely 

that he will race in the individual owners’ names directly 

with Glen. I have not been active in buying yearlings 

for Green Street for SAF for a while. Unfortunately due 

to the low stakes and lack of export/trading opportuni-

ty, syndicating in this country is only really financially 

viable if stables/trainers do it while filling their boxes 

or breeders can do it, selling their progeny. It has been 

a fun ride but we are doing really nicely in Singapore 

and have a load of horses on the way there for next 

season which is where I will be concentrating my time. 

My main Green Street trainers in SAF have the staff 

and set up to handle the admin so it is easier for me 

to let them do it and just do the selecting of the hors-

es for our clients who can race in their own name with 

the trainers. This way there is no worrying about  

getting accounts out and doing change of ownerships 

and authority to acts while in a different time zone! 

Plus, whether winning in green and black or not 

makes no difference to me, as long as they are  

winning!  

 
Singapore sounds exciting. We have been monitoring 

for a while and seen some of the winners but it 

sounds like a more permanent move is on the cards? 

 

I have been commuting since 2017 and I think with 

the set up of horses we will have there next year, it will 

be soon be time to set up with my own apartment 

base and give it a good crack, horse racing is such a 

global industry which we unfortunately miss out on 

and I know being based there will help set up Green 

Street International to take the next step, with the 

quality we have racing there next season. I can still 

stay very active in the SAF industry from there, in my 

role with Laurence and Johan and will still be at all the 

major sales, hopefully the code is cracked with regard 

to the export protocols of our horses and we can race 

our own locally bred horses in Singapore, it will be 

much easier for us and less air miles for me! 

ON A HIGH NOTE, Oratorio colt from Avontuur. 
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OMAHA Beach with Richard Mandella. 

KY Derby favourite scratched 

due to entrapped epiglottis 

OMAHA Beach, the morning-line favourite for  

Saturday’s Gr1 Kentucky Derby, will not run in the 

race after being diagnosed with an entrapped  

epiglottis, owner Rick Porter of Fox Hill Farm  

confirmed on Wednesday. 

Porter said Wednesday evening that he was still having 

trouble comprehending the turn of events. 

 

"We were all devastated," Porter said of the connections, 

which include Hall of Fame trainer Richard Mandella and 

Hall of Fame jockey Mike Smith. "Where it's really hurting is 

we made a lot of plans.  

 

“First of all, Mike Smith and I are good friends. Telling Mike 

devastated me right away. All my family was coming for the 

first time for the Derby. I couldn't believe it. I couldn't be-

lieve this had happened, but it did." 

 

Off the track, Porter has won a two-year battle with cancer 

that went into remission in 2017. On the track, he was  

devastated by the fatal breakdown of his filly Eight Belles 

after she finished second in the 2008 Kentucky 

Derby. 

 

"You know what, I've had some worse things in 

the last few years, and we're going to go forward 

and he's going to be ready to win the big races 

later on in the year," Porter said. "He's going to 

have very minor surgery next week, and we hope 

to have him back racing as soon as late June or 

early July," Porter said. 

 

The owner said he feels especially bad for  

Mandella, who was aiming for his first Derby win. 

 

"He was so excited that he had a horse that he 

thought was this good," Porter said. "It was going 

to be the one chance he was going to break 

through. He just couldn't believe this had hap-

pened." 

 

The epiglottis is a triangular-shaped cartilage that 

lies at the base of the airway just in front of the 

arytenoid cartilages which cover the airway during 

swallowing. When an abnormality occurs in this 

area, it can hinder the performance of horses. 

 

"A little bit of coughing caused us to scope him," 

Mandella said. "We found an entrapped epiglottis. 

We can't fix it this week, so we'll have to have a 

procedure done in a few days and probably be out 

of training like three weeks. Then we'll have to 

figure out a whole new game plan." 

"I'm disappointed, but I'm really disappointed for 

Mr. Mandella," Smith said. "The horse was just 

doing so good, you hate for it to happen. But we'll 

be back. The main thing is the horse is OK."  

Game Winner, runner-up to stablemate and Derby 

rival Roadster in the April 6 Santa Anita Derby 

(G1) last out at Santa Anita Park, is now the 9-2 

favourite with bookmakers. Roadster is at 5, with 

Tacitus and Maximum Security at 9-1 and 

Vekoma At 12-1. - From Bloodhorse, edited to 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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JUSTIN Snaith’s cracking filly Snowdance was taken to Scottsville this morning for a look at and a gallop at the 

Pietermaritzburg track. Snaith has said that she is reverting to sprints and is being prepared for the GR1 SA 

Fillies Sprint at month-end. “She looked well and galloped just as well,” reported track-watcher Warren  

Lenferna. “Jockey Richard Fourie said afterwards that she was ‘gliding’ which is good to hear ahead of her  

feature campaign.”   (Photo: Candiese Marnewick). 

One wild guess at the Vaal! 
 

WE’re taking a complete flyer at The Vaal today 

with 33-1 shot Shanghai Pierce in Race 7. The 

lower division handicaps at the Vaal often throw 

up the biggest outsider and this St J Gray trained 

steed has patches of fair form. Who knows? 

 

Vaal Selections, Thursday 

 

Race 1: (2) Canquari  (4) El Patron (8) Leprechaun 

(12) Steak and Ale 

Race 2:  (10) Royal Lily (7) Montreal Miss (15) Tu-

lip Way (5) Escape To Victory 

Race 3: (13) Lemon Drop Shot (15) Sell High (1) 

Gimme The Fire (7) Jet Power 

Race 4:  (7) Sans Regrets (4) Tricia (2) Saints Alive 

(1) Carioca 

Race 5: (5) Last Of A Legend (2) Gift For The Gap 

(1) Master Magic (7) Seattle Force 

Race 6:  (7) Penny Royal (6) High Seas Beauty (5) I 

Like It (9) Cordilerra 

Race 7: (13) Shanghai Pierce (3) Cumberland (9) 

Rambo (15) Supa Mufti 

Race 8: (2) Bockscar (3) Kirkconnel Lass (13) Wot-

tahottie (4) Varimax 

Race 9: (7) Copenhagen (13) Alex The Great (12) 

Neng Kapa Neng 

Howells expects better from Thanksgiving 
 

TOP KZN trainer Duncan Howells is expecting a fine run 

from Thanksgiving in the Grade 2 KRA Guineas at Greyville 

on Friday night. The meeting heralds the opening of the SA 

Champions Season and there will be eight feature races 

for fans to look forward to. 

 

Ashburton-based conditioner Howells said, “Thanksgiving’s 

Cape Derby run can be ignored as he pulled up lame  

behind and in retrospect it was a huge mistake to go down 

to Cape Town anyway but we took a chance.  

 

“He needed his last start (in the Byerley Turk over 1400m) 

and was caught flat footed in a slow run race. He put up an 

extremely good recent gallop and is drawn well on Friday 

night so I expect him to give a very good account of him-

self. Look, it is a tough race. This is one of the strongest 

three-year-old crops in recent times but he is up with the 

best of them and will finish right on top of them.” 

 

The Dynasty colt caught the eye early in his career but was 

an unconsidered 33/1 shot when travelling up to Johan-

nesburg to run in the Grade 2 Dingaans over 1600m last 

November in just his fifth career start. He was backed in to 

15/1 and justified the support. He produced a fine turn of 

foot in the straight and ran all the way to the line. Unfortu-

nately he was up against a firecracker in Hawwaam, who 

has since been rated the highest South African Horse on 

the Longines World rankings.   - A Harrison/Gold Circle. 
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Never in McCoy’s shadow 

THE retired Tony McCoy (right) is popularly considered the 

best jump jockey of all time, though fans of Ruby Walsh (left) 

will have it otherwise. When they were riding together, Ruby 

was never in McCoy’s shadow. McCoy was great, Ruby was 

great, they had different styles on a horse. With 2500 winners 

(a record 59 at Cheltenham) the younger Walsh has now also 

retired, aged 39. Even if you take a passing interest in jump 

racing, you would have seen races won by Walsh and McCoy, 

both in a league all of their own. We’ve been missing Sir Tony 

and now we’ll miss them both. The sport of racing is poorer 

without them. 

What’s better than nostalgia? 

THE only thing better than nostalgia is more nostalgia! Charles 

Baker has a good thing going on Facebook. He posts great old 

racing photographs in  his “Vintage South African Horse  

Racing” (invitation only), and gets some super comments and 

participation from fans who were around and racing in the 

1950s, 60s, 70s and thereafter. Here’s a photo of Gr1 Sun 

International winner Spanish Pool (1984), cantering to the 

start at Turffontein under Jeff Lloyd. He was owned by the 

Scott Bros and trained by David Payne. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

