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IF thoroughbred breeding was a beauty contest he’d go close to winning, and new stallion Heavenly Blue has 

the pedigree and race record that goes with his looks. (Pic: Candiese Marnewick). 

Heavenly Blue to stand at Parkers’ Ascot  Stud 

HEAVENLY Blue, the beautiful five-year-old Gr1 winner, has been retired to stud at Dr Ashley and Rose 

Parker’s Ascot Stud. The only son of champion stallion Snitzel at stud out of Australia, he will stand at 

a service fee of R8,000 (live foal). 

As a racehorse, Heavenly Blue attracted immediate 

attention and a fan club, winning his first two outings 

over a mile and 1400m respectively. He was narrowly 

defeated in the Gr3 Graham Beck Stakes (1400m) 

before going down a length to Singapore Sling in the 

Dingaans, the winner himself going on to a top  

international career. 

 

It was in the Gr1 2017 SA Classic over 1800m that 

Heavenly Blue truly came into his own, defeating  

subsequent Gr1 Durban July runner-up Al Sahem by 

just under three lengths, with international Gr2 winner  

Janoobi and 2018 Summer Cup winner Tilbury Fort in 

his wake. 

 

Heavenly Blue suffered a knee chip and was out of 

racing for several months, before travel sickness put 

paid to his contesting the 2018 Sun Met. He was  

retired from racing in July 2018 and had now been 

syndicated for stud by Jehan Malherbe’s Form  

Bloodstock. He ended with a race record of three wins 

and four places from 11 starts, with earnings  

approaching R1,9-million. 

 

Malherbe commented: “The value of Heavenly Blue as 

a Gr1-winning son of Snitzel comes into perspective if 

one considers that an (obviously unraced) yearling by 

Snitzel sold for $AUS2.8-million (nearly R29-million) at 

the Sydney Easter Sales last month. 

 

Malherbe said that a number of special share offers 

had been devised for investors interested in Heavenly 

Blue, including two services per year, per share, for the 

first four seasons.                                         (to page 2) 
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HEAVENLY BLUE (fm p1) 

 

Mike de Kock commented: “Heavenly Blue has the right credentials, aside from the Snitzel factor he has a very 

useful female line. He won a Gr1, but due to his setbacks he was an under-achiever in my opinion. He could've 

won a few more Graded races if not for his knee chips and his illness before the Met, when he was in good 

form.” 

 

Parker said: “We kept Heavenly Blue at De Kock’s stables so we could bring him to the National Sale last week 

where all the breeders could see him and I’m glad we did. Not many of them come to our farm in Port Elizabeth.  

He’s a big, strapping horse, in great shape and we are excited about his future. He’ll get the pick of our mares. 

 

Ascot Stud also stand Global View (USA) whose first foals averaged R175,000 at Nationals last week. “We are 

happy with that, buyers are never sure first time out and we’ll see more support for Global View next year.” - tt. 

NATHAN Kotzen with Capulet’s Heart. 

The excitement’s all the same! 

THE bloodstock sales companies often use the slogan “there’s a 

horse for everyone” when they stage their auctions, and they’re 

not lying. 

 

The top-priced yearling at last week’s sale went for R9-million to 

Sheikh Hamdan from Dubai. There were a few R50,000 yearlings 

at the bottom of the list, one of them was Capulet’s Heart 

(Heversham Park Farm), a filly by Toreador, sold to Nathan 

Kotzen. 

 

Believe it or not, Nathan came to this massive sale with R50,000 

to spend, he wanted to buy the sale’s only foal of the late  

Toreador for that price, and he did! 

 

The Summerveld trainer was as elated with his buy as any of the 

big hitters who secured the sale toppers and he said: “I was assis-

tant trainer to Mike de Kock when we had Toreador and I spent 

plenty of time training him in Durban. He has always been one of 

my all-time favourites.” 

 

Kotzen’s first winner as a licensed trainer was Cumulus, sired by 

Toreador. He got the ball rolling in September 2017 and has won 

twice since. 

 

He said about Capulet’s Heart: “She’s small, immature, with lots 

of growing to do but that is fine. We’ll give her the time she needs. 

I like her, she’s from a mare called First Again, who won eight rac-

es including the Gr2 Ipi Tombe Stakes. There is nothing wrong 

with that.” 

 

Kotzen saddled Gimmethegreenlight colt Kayden’s Pride (Muzi 

Yeni) to an easy Maiden win at Greyville on Sunday, took his sea-

sonal tally to 13, almost double the figure of his first full season. 

He has built his string to 41 horses with some good support from 

owners. -  tt. 

TURF TALK’S TIPPING COLUMN RESUMES ON THURSDAY 

SA Derby winner found dead 
 

RECENT GR1 SA Derby winner Samurai  

Warrior was found dead in his stall on Tues-

day morning from a suspected heart attack. 

An upset trainer Weiho Marwing said that 

he was called by his grooms early this 

morning, who thought the horse had cast 

himself in his box. On arrival he found that 

the colt had already passed away, and  

nothing could be done to save him. Samu-

rai Warrior was due to run in the KRA Guin-

eas on Friday evening, and had the 

Vodacom July in his sights as well, but tragi-

cally that will not come to pass.  -TAB News. 



3 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


4 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


5 

 

Gins N Roses at Turffontein, Mint Julep at the Kentucky Derby this weekend. 

Uhm, Mint Julep for $2,500 at Derby, anyone? 

THE refreshing mint julep has been the traditional drink of the Kentucky Derby since the 1930s, but 

prices have galloped upwards since then. 

It is estimated that about 127,000 of the popular 

bourbon-based cocktails are served over the two days 

of the Kentucky Oaks and Kentucky Derby festival at 

Churchill Downs each year. 

 

That calls for about 10,000 bottles of ready-to-serve 

Old Forester Mint Julep, while about 475,000 pounds 

of crushed ice and 2,250 pounds of fresh mint will go 

into making the crowds' favourite tipple. 

 

Or, to put that into perspective, the amount of mint 

used is heavier than a grand piano. 

 

The standard mint julep costs $15 on Derby Day and 

comes with a souvenir glass, but punters with deep 

pockets can splash out up to $2,500 on a deluxe ver-

version in a fancy cup etched with the twin spires motif 

of Churchill Downs. Made with Woodford Reserve bour-

bon, 125 silver cups handcrafted by a Louisville jewel-

ler will be available for $1000 with another 20 availa-

ble in gold cups with a silver sipping straw for $2,500 -- 

proceeds of which go to a different charity each year. 

 

Due to its soaring popularity, almost all cups have 

been sold already this year, except for a small number 

of silver cups which are held back for the track.  

 

"It's become its own tradition. People clamour to buy 

these cups, there is always an interesting narrative 

about the cups and it's such a fun way to raise money 

for charity," Chris Poynter, from Woodford Reserve, told 

CNN Sport.   - CNN. 
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Great curry ‘n all that in Mauritius 

MARK Neisius reports from the isle of Mauritius that a stall 

serving South African curry dishes has opened up near the 

Grand Market. The former jockey said: “A Mauritian lady that 

lived in Durban has brought her stuff here, their Samoosas 

are awesome and they have bunny chow on the menu too.” 

That’s good, because Piere Strydom is on his way, and he’s 

not averse to the spicy stuff! 

The Tuesday Tjuckle... 

And a dose of truth... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

