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Emperors Palace 2019 National Yearling Sale 

A united stance will finally bring us victory 

SA’s all-time yearling record breaker Masaki (Wilgerbosdrift Stud) has once again focused the eyes of the world 

on the South African breeding industry as a burgeoning success just waiting to happen. (Candiese Marnewick). 

A number of South African racing and breeding enthusiasts are getting impatient with the apparent 

ongoing waiting game we’re having o play to secure direct bloodstock exports but, like Wednesday’s 

R9-million surprise in BSA’s auction ring, we could be heading for better days just when we think it 

won’t be happening soon. 

Adrian Todd, MD of South African Equine Health & 

Protocols (SAEHP), left the TBA Complex on Wednes-

day with a feeling described by several others… 

“riveted, gooseflesh stuff…” and he said on Thursday: 

“This new South African record for a yearling (Masaki), 

shows the value of foreign investors into our market. 

“South Africa is finally on the brink of being able to 

export directly, and what we’ve seen is the proof of 

what foreign investments can do to our industry. 

Todd said that SAEHP will intensify their efforts to find 

a speedy conclusion to the ongoing import/export  

saga.  

 

“We are working hand in hand with the SA  

government, lobbying our case to the European Union. 

South Africa is now compliant with all international 

disease control requirements and if we all stand  

united on this front we will finally achieve our goal of  

direct exports.” 
(to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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UNITED STANCE (fm p1) 

 

Mike de Kock, who bought Masaki for Sheikh Hamdan of Dubai, praised the Maktoum family for their massive 

ongoing support of our industry and said: “I hope the government will take notice of this, we just need a little 

more help from them, we’re close. More powerful buyers like Sheikh Hamdan will come to our sales and we will 

see a new era of industry growth.” 

 

Sheikh Hamdan’s Shadwell, managed by Angus Gold, spent R17-million on the first day of the 209 National  

Yearling Sale alone.  - tt. 

They came  together as if Chris was still there.. 

EXACTLY a year ago Chris Gerber was at the helm of a fast-growing breeding operation, the owner of 

what would be a subsequent Sun Met winner, a highly successful businessman and also the social 

king of the TBA complex at his Moutonshoek stable block. 

Aside from the cruel blow to his family and friends,  

Gerber’s tragic and unexpected death in September 

2018 has left a massive void in business and racing 

circles. The rise of Moutonshoek, 15 years en route to 

the top ranks of the breeding establishment, has come 

to an abrupt end and while both his stud farm partner 

Dr Bennie van der Merwe and CEO Colin Gordon have 

kept brave appearances, they face the immediate  

future with some uncertainty. 

 

Decisions have been made, the ship will not be sailing 

on without Chris in the Captain’s Cabin and a dispersal 

sale of all Moutonshoek’s remaining mares, weanlings 

and yearlings will be held at the picturesque Piketberg 

farm on 23 May.  

 

The farm and its manor house is in the market too, 

while the future of stallions The United States (USA), 

Admiral Kitten (USA), Mambo In Seattle (USA) and 

Marchfield (CAN), will be decided on in terms of various 

shareholders’ agreements and stipulations. 

 

“In 2004 Chris said to me, ‘Bennie, you build our stud 

farm, I will look after the rest’. We were getting there, 

we were very successful especially in recent years, we 

were close to new milestones and breakthroughs. Now 

it’s all over,” said Van der Merwe, who is going about 

his business with some faith in what the future may 

hold, and a smile. 

 

Gerber’s colleagues and friends came together for the 

kind of social event the popular man used to host at 

the Moutonshoek’s TBA office after the sale on 

Wednesday night, led by his brother Johnny Gerber, 

perhaps his greatest fan.  

 

They did it the way Chris was known for doing it – meat 

on the coals, a stocked bar, music and uproarious chat 

and laughter. He would have approved, for sure, and 

he was probably hovering about somewhere, keeping a 

watchful eye. Cheers again, Chris!  - tt. 

CHRIS Gerber would have watched this spirited  

farewell from his Moutonshoek office wall. 
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Summerhill Stud: Synonymous with awards 

THE Summerhill team was delighted to receive the TBA award for Hero's Honour, their Gr1-winning SA  

Derby hero of 2018 trained by Gary Alexander, on Tuesday evening. Pictured receiving the award are: Thabani 

Nzimande, Yearling Manager, Bruce Gardner (co-owner of Hero's Honour with the Wernars  family and Greg 

Sadie),  Mick and Cheryl Goss, Shirley Koster. 

Well-related colt from Heversham Park Farm 

HE’s alert, with a good temperament and De Gaulle (Lot 489, Global View)) is looking to follow in the hoofprints 

of his Gr1-placed half-brother Herodotus, who runs in Saturday’s Gr 3 Winter Guineas  at Kenilworth.  
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GIVE GENEROUSLY TO  SECURE A GOOD  

RETIREMENT FOR THOSE WHO GIVE YOU JOY! 

 

TICK BOX  
 

AS an industry it is our duty to pay  

attention to how our retired horses are housed and 

looked after. Bloodstock South Africa offers buyers an 

opportunity at the National Yearling Sale to provide for 

their new yearling’s retirement, by way of a voluntary 

donation to the Horse Care Unit.  “Tick The Box” to do-

nate 0.5% of your purchase price, or any other amount. 

Exciting Kenilworth features 

WE’re playing Kenilworth this weekend, a very nice 

Saturday card featuring several well-bred newcomers 

and two three-year-old features. The top class One 

World will need to be near his best to beat Vardy in 

the Winter Guineas but he is a good horse and should 

win; Helen’s Ideal is talented and has most of her  

rivals cold at the weights in the Sweet Chestnut 

Stakes. Our value bet is the Adam Marcus-trained 

Winter Shadow, a blinker strike and well drawn in 

Race 8 unlike his more  fancied rivals. One bookmak-

er priced this one up at 14s, our kind of Value price! 

Kenilworth Selections: 
 

Race 1: (11) Veratrum (10) Stormin Norman (8) King 

Of Gems (1) Captain Flinders 

Race 2: (6) Scottish Ally (2) Dark Crystal (8) Too Cute 

(3) Don’t Be Blue 

Race 3: (4) Always Dancing (8) Belem (10) Rosalie 

Runs (1) Grey Princess 

Race 4: (1) Milton (7) Ready Steady Go (2) Star Chest-

nut (3) Fifty Centa 

Race 5: (2) Dynamite Jack (3) Gimmetherain (4) 

Green Archer (1) Waiting For Rain 

Race 6: (3) Helen’s Ideal (7) Durty Nelly (4) Shamrock 

Wind (8) Duchess Of Bourbon 

Race 7: (1) One World (3) Vardy (2) Herodotus (5) Ma-

jestic Mozart 

Race 8: (4) Winter Shadow (1) The Perfect Wave (14) 

Indigo Tractor (3) Silver Plains 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Oliver Sherwood hit out at images published on social 

media in the wake of this year’s Grand National (6 

April), where runner Up For Review was fatally injured 

at the first fence. 

 

“Sadly social media is the perfect platform to peddle 

lies and misinformation by unscrupulous animal rights 

groups,” he said. “[They have] added gory details of 

how the horses were ‘shot to death’ or were ‘writhing 

in agony’. 
 

Racing is very open and honest about the injuries and 

fatalities but unfortunately these animal rights groups 

are the complete opposite, they use Photoshopped 

images of racing incidents often taken in other coun-

tries, yet it is widely recognised that we in the UK have 

some of the best animal welfare in the world. 

 

“The images are generally years old and are  

specifically designed to shock people who don’t know 

anything about racing.” 

 

The trainer said he hoped supporters can now concen-

trate on “educating people who genuinely want to un-

Derstand more about our sport and the wonderful  

horses and people that inhabit it” instead. 

 

“More should be done to promote the good in racing,” 

he said. “Racing in Lambourn, for example, injects 

more than £20m into the local economy and the indus-

try is the second-biggest provider of employment in 

sport beyond football.   - Horse and Hound. 

A National Hunt trainer is encouraging supporters of the sport to share images of the “love and care” 

shown to racehorses to counteract the “misinformation” put out by animal rights activists. 

OLIVER Sherwood. 

Trainer takes a swipe at ‘unscrupulous’ activists 

THIS rangy Dynasty colt from Cupid (Jet Master) was one of several good sales for Klawervlei Stud on 

Day One, knocked  down for R850,000 to the Tawny Syndicate. 
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Scottsville meet moved to 

Greyville Poly 
 

FOLLOWING heavy rain over the past few days Gold 

Circle has been forced to make an early decision 

regarding the race meeting scheduled for Scottsville 

on Sunday 28 April. 

 

More than 78mm of rain has fallen at the Pieter-

maritzburg track over the past three weeks and, 

with more rain predicted for the rest of the week, 

the decision has been made to move the race  

meeting to the Greyville Polytrack. 

 

“With the forecast of more rain coupled with the 

Scottsville track already being soft, it makes sense 

to us and is in the best interests of all stakeholders 

to make an early call to switch the meeting to the 

Greyville Polytrack,” said Sheik. – Gold Circle 

BENMARNE STUD THANKS  ALL VISITORS TO OUR STABLE 
BLOCK IN NATIONAL SALES WEEK. WE VALUE YOUR SUPPORT 
AND LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE AUGUST SALE 

AS active as ever. Form Bloodstock’s Jehan Malherbe 

purchased 12 lots on Day One, spending R9,35-million 

on behalf of clients - on the day second only to Shadwell 

on the leading buyer’s list.  Malherbe bought several lots 

at the lower end of the market, but struck hard when Lot 

98 came along — paying R4,3-million for Kim Soo, a 

daughter of Dynasty and Happy Archer bred by  

Drakenstein Stud. 
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LAMMERSKRAAL 
STUD 

 
THANKS BUYERS FOR 
THEIR SUPPORT AT 
THE 2019 NATIONAL 

YEARLING SALE 

Lot 43, LITTLE DOE  
by Silvano 
 
R600,000 DAY ONE 

WE didn’t plan this edition as a tribute to Chris Gerber, but as it happened, Candice Bass-Robinson-trained  

Naturalist (Sandile Mbhele)  won in the Gerber silks on Wednesday and when lensman Chase Liebenberg 

checked his shots, a Hadida Ibis appeared to have spread its wings over the galloping horse in approval, or   

protection, but even if for no reason at all but to get away, the pic suits our newsletter today. Wings over Chris.  
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Quite the versatile bunch 

THEY hold varied positions in racing. but they haven't forgot-

ten one of its ground rules. When at the yearling sales, have  a 

‘dop and a punt’ in Kelvin’s Winner’s Bar. From left to right, 

the bookmakers’ best friends Warren Lenferna, Steve Karam, 

Andy O’Connor and Nico Kritsiotis. 

Maybe the last Moutonshoek bash... 

AS reported on Page 2 of this edition, the late Chris Gerber 

probably attended his TBA Memorial on Wednesday night, he 

wouldn’t have missed it! Oisin Reilly, James Bester and Dr 

Bennie van der Merwe raised a few toasts. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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