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Eyjafjallajökull and all that  
IN November of last year, Season 5 Episode 6 of Madam Secretary was aired in the U.S. and very soon 

afterwards, in the U.K. 

It may not match The West Wing – routinely the “best 

TV series of all time” due to many reasons particularly 

the writing of Aaron Sorkin. The intricacies of dialogue 

and plot are matched in a different style by the current 

Line of Duty (Series 5) in the UK, but The West Wing 

was better than the daily political news of the day. 

 

But I like Madam Secretary and catch up with binge 

watches “on demand”. The cast of the State  

Department drama, especially Tea Leoni in the lead 

and as producer, work incredibly hard in continuous 

filming of complex weekly plays at this level which – in 

itself – is worth watching even if it flips between high 

powered geo-politics and a high IQ family soap. 

On “catch up”, S5 E6 brought to mind The Emperors 

Palace National Yearling Sale. The Secretary of State 

and entourage are grounded at Shannon Airport en 

route home, spread around the limited concourse 

mixed in with a Turkish delegation, a Dutch chess 

team and sundry others. The guts of the story – which 

has unusually daft Guinness, sandwich battles and 

karaoke elements – is the solution of a Turkey/Syria 

border crisis involving 1000s of refugees. 

 

Why are we reminded of Germiston? By the reason for 

the grounding.      

 

Eyjafjallajökull.                                                (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

The Turf Talk Newsletter ® is published every day, Monday to Friday, excluding Public Holidays, by Equine Marketing  

Solutions, Parklands, Cape Town. Editor: Charl Pretorius (editor@turftalk.co.za). Advertising: Joanne Knowles 

(joknowles.ems@gmail.com).  All rights reserved. Copyright 2016-2019. Turf Talk website: www.turftalk.co.za.  

Three actual US Secretaries of State appear with the fictional one in Series 5 of Madam Secretary: Hillary Clin-

ton, Tea Leoni as Elizabeth McCord, Colin Powell and Madeleine Albright.  

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 
 

The Madam Secretary writers of 2018 looked back 

eight years to the eruption of the aforementioned  

Icelandic volcano – for that is what Eyjafjallajökull is. 

Then, for six days of April, flights to, from and within 

Northern Europe were grounded due to dense clouds 

of volcanic ash. 

 

For airlines it was All Hands to the Pump – in my case, 

Virgin trying to fit a quart into a pint pot, but not  

knowing when.  

 

Initially, it was stressful. Getting to the Nationals was 

IN THE DIARY. Getting round the yearlings takes time 

with formal and casual meetings to accommodate. 

 

But as the days wore on, the conversations with the 

airline became jokey with everyone in the same boat. 

Same ‘plane, rather. It was nobody’s fault. 

 

Conversations with Bloodstock South Africa were  

intense but what could you do? Caroline Simpson had 

a proprietorial approach to BSA clients, particularly 

“her” breeders and “her” overseas regulars; no harm 

in that. Meanwhile, the then Marketing Manager 

Eamon Cullen had a vested interest in getting people 

there so he was walking his box. 

 

There were three absolute regulars from UK and Ire-

land in those days. Of course there were others from 

overseas. One, Barry Irwin of successful Team Valor 

from the U.S. busy at the sale that year, has since quit 

business in South Africa twice, the most recent seem-

ing somewhat more final. Winston Chow from Hong 

Kong made the cash register ring on a number of  

occasions, and there were German and French  

interests already with operations in South Africa. 

 

The trio from UK/Ireland consisted of Peter Doyle, Tom 

Goff and this writer. When we all eventually arrived on 

the same day by different routes – as soon as the ash 

cloud cleared – we were greeted like heroes with BSA 

falling over themselves to express appreciation for the 

effort. That process was made more easy - more  

focussed – because we arrived on the evening of the 

BSA cocktail party, then held in the facility inside the 

Emperors Palace Casino Complex.  

 

We were busy at the sale although there is little evi-

dence. In those days, BSA’s software responded only to 

accounting triggers. If an agent or manager bought for 

a principal who could be invoiced directly by BSA, BSA 

would invoice directly and replace the buyer name in 

the published record. Although all the earlier buying for 

our personal account remained, and the system is fine 

now, a chunk of our histories was erased forever.  

 

The 2010 Nationals was the sale at which, I think, 

Alastair Pym from Tattersalls sold from the rostrum and 

had that memorable argument with Markus Jooste 

across the ring. (Mayfair bought 20 from 13 different 

vendors). Alastair never came back for a number of 

reasons. If I recall correctly, he had skipped the Breeze 

up Sales in Newmarket to come to Johannesburg. Be-

fore him, Henry Beeby of (then) Doncaster   (to page 4) 
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He is really Captain Of All 
 

CHAMPION Sprinter CAPTAIN OF ALL (Captain Al) has 

made a bright start with his first 2yos this season and 

the triple G1 winner was responsible for a fourth first 

crop winner when his son CARTEL CAPTAIN made a 

winning debut at Scottsville on Sunday. 

Bred by Klawervlei Stud, the colt (second in a barrier 

trial on his only previous racecourse appearance) 

stayed on smartly to score a fitting win for trainer  

Dennis Drier –who had of course saddled Captain Of 

All himself. 

Owned by Messrs Pitman, Collins, D Pitman, WG Drier, 

and Miss C and Mrs G Drier, Cartel Captain was a 

R100 000 buy from the 2018 CTS March Yearling 

Sale. 

Cartel Captain joins the likes of Listed East Cape Fillies 

Nursery winner CAPTAIN ANNE BONNY, GUANTANAMO 

BAY and WHAT YOU ARE as early winners from Captain 

Of All’s exciting first crop. 

One of the very best sons of Klawervlei’s late great sire 

CAPTAIN AL, Captain Of All was South Africa’s  

Champion Sprinter of 2014-2015 and earned more 

than R2 million during his career. 

 

The outstanding sprinter has eight lots on this week’s 

Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale, including a 

half-sister (Lot 260) to smart stakes performer TOP OF 

THE CLASS, a ¾ brother (Lot 381) to Listed Summer 

Juvenile Stakes winner ONLY EMILY, and a filly (Lot 

521) out of Lady’s Pendant winner SERVILIA.  - tt. 

LOT 260:  Racy Captain Of All filly. 

One of the best they’ll ever 

see on the island 
 

MUTIPLE SA Champion jockey Piere Strydom has been 

given the green light by the Mauritius Turf Club to take 

up a three month contract on the island. 

 

On the recommendation of the Licensing Committee, 

the Board of Directors of MTC approved the  

applications of trainers Rameshwar Gujadhur and Amar 

Sewdyal on 18 April to engage Strydom and Carlos  

Herrera Gomez, respectively. 

 

Strydom has been offered a three-month contract to 

ride for the leading stable of trainer Rameshwar  

Gujadhur. 

“One of the horses Gujadhur trains is White River, who 

was placed in the Cape Guineas and fancied for the 

Durban July when trained here by Brett Crawford. He’s 

had one run in Mauritius and it won very easily,” said 

Strydom. —Sporting Post. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 
Bloodstock Sales (DBS) sold at Germiston for a  

number of years. 

 

The burgeoning diary of sales in the northern hemi-

sphere made his attendance impossible. In 2019, 

Beeby has been CEO of the merged DBS and Goffs for 

a decade. Under Goffs and Goffs UK, he directs  

twenty-one sales in the year. Nine of them are  

January-July including the DBS Breeze Up on the first 

two days of the Nationals. Tattersalls and Tattersalls 

Ireland have nearly three dozen sales in the year at 

Newmarket, Fairyhouse, Ascot, Goresbridge and  

Cheltenham. It has become a different world in a 

short time.  Clearly, there are date issues to consider 

in the long run if we are to be accessible to northern 

hemisphere interests in greater numbers. For regular 

readers (thank you) who know what I often say about 

March in the Cape for internationals: There is barely 

any meaningful clash in January and March). 

 

All buying was so valuable in 2010 in a way that was 

not fully realised. The major economies were still  

reeling from Lehman Brothers in late 2008 with slith-

ering global financial markets. South Africa was not 

going to feel recessionary effects until later. Dave 

Mollett, in Business Day on 20th April 2010, quoted 

Mick Goss saying “SA has probably been the least 

affected market internationally, and that reflects both 

the value our horses represent as well as the  

relatively stable demand for our horses domestically”.   

 

How things have changed. The 2010 median was 

R220,000. Assume a 7% p.a. overall inflation/

interest rate and that would be R400,000 today. Last 

year it was R200,000. It is logical to guess that alter-

ations will eventually result from events e.g. the Sun 

Met attendance and surely a long hard look at the 

demographics of racehorse ownership by governing 

authorities with “racehorse” in their blood. 

 

Whilst wishing all concerned a vibrant, progressive 

sale through to the last lot, we may get an inkling this 

week of what it would really take to get us up to 

R400,000 medians…and by when.   -  tt. 
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Look for Heyns-bred runners in top company! 

DR Ian Heyns, the only breeder represented by three runners in the 2018 G1 Vodacom Durban July, 

will be offering three high class yearlings at the 2019 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale this 

April. 

Two of the Heyns’ trio of youngsters are sired by Maine 

Chance Farms’ highly successful stallion Querari, whose 

progeny include G1 winner Querari Falcon and exported 

G2 Gauteng Guineas winner Monks Hood, who, under the 

name of Graceandmercy, recently won a barrier trial in 

Hong Kong. 

 

One of the most exciting sires currently in South Africa, 

Querari’s other notable recent high class performers in-

clude G1 Sun Met third Head Honcho and fellow graded 

stakes winners Wonderwall, Cosmic Light, and Kangaroo 

Jack. 

 

Querari colt Marukami (Lot 357) is out of a half-sister to 2 

stakes winners including the Heyns bred G1 SA Derby 

winner Seal, while All Lit Up (Lot 501) is a Querari colt 

whose dam is a ¾ sister to none other than G1 Summer 

Cup winner Rudra. All Lit Up’s other notable relatives in-

clude the G1 winning sire Red Ray, and triple G1 winner 

Set Afire –to name but two! 

 

Ian will also be offering a yearling by successful sire 

Philanthropist (sire of champions Pender Harbour and 

Phil’s Dream) in the form of Profound Wisdom (Lot 562). 

The latter is a colt out of the seven-time winning Var mare 

Trimontium –whose dam is the high class stakes winner 

Queen Of Kiwi.   - BSA. 

LOT 357 Marukami, by Querari. 

Go to Burundi Bush for value 
 

An eight-race programme at the Vaal promises some 

interesting action and many with chances through-

out. We’re going for the trappiest race of the day for 

18-1 value in Burundi Bush, whose winning ratings 

are mid 60s, running off a MR54 in an open race. 

She showed good improvement last time, watch! 

Vaal Selections, Thursday 

 

Race 1: (11) Stage Dance (1) Way Of The World (10) 

Shivers (9) Queen Of Soul 

Race 2:  (3) Petroni Vini (4) Written In Stone (8) Sun-

burst (15) Streaking Star 

Race 3:  (10 Jay Bomb (1) Destiny’s Game (2) Cap-

tain’s Love (11) At Your Request 

Race 4:  (4) Peggy Carter (2) Merengue (3) Laconia 

(5) Arabian Sunrise 

Race 5:  (10) French Leave (7) King’s Cup (5) Indy 

Ice (9) Master and Man 

Race 6:  (6) Armstrong (1) Finchatton (9) Private Rul-

er (2) Nordic Rebel 

Race 7:  (8) Boss Babe (2) Topmast (1) Oravar (7) 

Royal Cavalier 

Race 8: (15) Burundi Bush (9) Ottawa (3) Passion 

Peach (7) Fictitious 

“I like quality in a horse, a 

good head. Overall quality is  

important and for that I  

overlook specific faults.”   
- John Kramer. 

“You want a yearling walking 

out of his stable cheerful and 

alert, not looking like a cow.”  
- Howard Beissinger 
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GIVE GENEROUSLY TO  

SECURE A GOOD RETIREMENT 

FOR THOSE WHO SERVE YOU 

AND GIVE YOU PLEASURE! 

 

TICK BOX  
 

AS an industry it is our duty to pay  

attention to how our retired horses are 

housed and looked after. Bloodstock 

South Africa offers buyers an opportunity 

at the National Yearling Sale to provide 

for their new yearling’s retirement, by way 

of a voluntary donation to the Horse Care 

Unit.  “Tick The Box” to donate 0.5% of 

your purchase price, or any other amount. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Visionaire is a stallion on fire! 
 

LAMMERSKRAAL’s resident stallion Visionaire (USA, Grand Slam) 

has sired seven individual winners in the last week. They’ve won at 

tracks around the country for different trainers, with Dennis Drier 

saddling Caliente and For The Last Time and Fiorano (Tony Rival-

land), Isiketho (Brett Crawford), Nikiya (Michael Roberts), Into The 

Future (Robbie Hill) and and Gaian Glory (Gary Alexander) also get-

ting on the board. “We have two colts and a filly at Nationals, our 

colt from Bardot (Lot 36) must be recommended as the mare is a 

proven prolific black-type producer. Drakenstein also have two love-

ly colts. These are all from Visionaire’s first crop sired in the  

Western Cape and we’ve always expected that he will come into his 

own here,” said Sally Bruss of Lammerskraal.   - tt. Lot 36, Dark Vision (Visionaire x Bardot). 

Rely on Moutonshoek Magic and make your purchase  

NESTLED on 950ha in proven horse country, Piketberg farm Moutonshoek has been producing quality 

racehorses since 2004.  

Among the list of high class performers bred at Moutonshoek are 

G1 Rising Sun Gold Challenge winner Undercover Agent, graded 

stakes winners Fortune Fella, Wheredowego and Eighth Wonder, 

recent Oaks Trial winner Bize, and the very talented Majestic Mam-

bo –who contested the 2019 G1 Dubai Turf. 

 

Moutonshoek will be offering an even 20 yearlings at this year’s 

Emperors Palace National Sale, with their draft including lots by 

such top class stallions as Captain Al, Gimmethegreenlight, Silvano 

and Trippi, as well as by the likes of Flower Alley, Judpot, Mambo In 

Seattle, and the tragically short-lived Soft Falling Rain. 

 

Multiple champion sire Silvano has two in the draft –a filly (Lot 7) 

out of G2 winner Waywest Goddess, and a filly (Lot 8) who is a ¾ 

sister to G1 Vodacom Durban July winner and Equus Champion 

Marinaresco. 

 

Deceased champion sire Captain Al, whose progeny include at least 

two graded stakes winners bred by Moutonshoek, has a trio of lots 

here –a filly (Lot 19) whose dam is a half-sister to G2 Colorado King 

Stakes winner Halve The Deficit, a filly (Lot 56) from the family of 

multiple US G1 winner and successful sire Slew City Slew, and a ¾ 

sister (Lot 210) to dual Algoa Cup winner Disco Al. 

 

Travers Stakes winner and proven G1 sire Flower Alley also has 3 

lots in the draft –a daughter (Lot 30) of a G3 placed ¾ sister to 

champion Princess Victoria, a half-brother (Lot 267) to the very tal-

ented BSA August Million winner Broadway Trip, and a half-sister 

(Lot 432) to Bize. 

 

Champion sire Trippi is represented here by a half-sister (Lot 171) to 

5 winners including G3 winner Wheredowego, while rising sire star 

Gimmethegreenlight is the sire of two lots in the Moutonshoek draft, 

including a colt (Lot 45) whose dam is a half-sister to G1 Champions 

Cup winner Orbison. 

 

Other lots of interest in this imposing draft include the Soft Falling 

Rain half-brother (Lot 281) to talented G1 performer Noble Secret, 

the Judpot half-brother (Lot 373) to G3 Cape Classic winner Eighth 

Wonder, and the Mambo In Seattle colt (Lot 477) out of a stakes 

winning ¾ sister to Undercover Agent.  - tt. 

LOT 7, Namaqua Dove (f), by Silvano. 

LOT 30, Princess Orchid (f), Flower Alley. 

LOT 171, Swiss Bank (f), by Trippi. 
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Hoping for a star from  

well-related mare 
 

SMALL-time breeders Terence Jagers and Bea 

Giddy have seven mares spread between Bush 

Hill Stud (KZN) and Winterbach Stud (W-Cape) and 

they have a beautiful Winterbach-raised foal at 

the National Sale this year in the form of Lot 175, 

a well-built Silvano filly from their mare Polar Jet, 

by Jet Master. 

 

“We love the game, we’ve owned several multiple 

winners, no champions, but we’re hoping Polar Jet 

can produce a few track stars. She’s very-well re-

lated, from the family Of Polar Moon, Black Skim-

mer and Legislate and her first few foals have 

shown promise. The first one, Polar Ice (VAR, 

Geoff Woodruff) has won three so far and her 

third was Padre Pio (Vercingetorix), who won first 

time out for Dennis Bosch. 

 

“Her second foal by Silvano died, so we’ve gone 

back to Silvano and this Winterbach filly looks like 

she could be special. We’re hoping,” said  

Johannesburg-based Jagers.  - tt. 

Lot 175, Silvano filly. 

@turftalk1 

  1/2 brother to  

MONKS HOOD! 

Lot 28 

IRONTAIL 
“A Bull Of A Horse!” -  Arné Botha 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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‘Exquisite’ describes the Avontuur yearlings 
THE exquisite Avontuur Thoroughbred Farm has a wonderful record of offering high class  

thoroughbreds at the National Yearling Sale.  

Subsequent graded stakes winners sold by Avontuur 

at previous National Sales include the likes of dual 

Horse Of The Year Legal Eagle, Charity Mile winner 

Alderry, the recently retired R1.5 million plus earner 

Tevez, The Nursery king Vacherin, Post-Merchants 

winner Royal IQ, and Gold Bowl winner Canterbury 

Tale. 

 

The farm, based just outside Somerset West, will, 

once again, be offering a magnificent draft at the Na-

tional Sale this year, with its draft including yearlings 

by such notable stallions as four times Equus Out-

standing Stallion Dynasty and the top class Avontuur 

sires Var and Oratorio, as well by such promising 

young sires as Captain Of All, Futura, and Master Of 

My Fate. 

 

The draft also includes half siblings to such notable 

G1 winners Val De Ra, Attenborough, Big City Life and 

King Of Pain –making the Avontuur consignment one 

of the very best on offer at the 2019 National Yearling 

Sale. 

 

Dynasty, perennially one of South Africa’s top sires, 

has two lots –a colt (Lot34) out of G1 SA Fillies Classic 

winner Bambina Stripes, and a colt (Lot146) out of 

Avontuur’s recently retired star producer Minelli. To 

date, the latter has produced eight winners and five 

stakes winners, including multiple G1 winning champi-

on Val De Ra (dam of smart filly Miss Frankel) and the 

graded stakes winners Cue The Music and Tevez. 

 

The farm’s outstanding sire Var, a dual Champion Sire 

of 2YOs who has already been responsible for 22 G1 

horses to date, has four top quality lots in this draft. 

Var’s daughter (Lot 32) out of G3 Jacaranda Handicap 

winner Azabu Park is a half-sister to G3 winner Jet Set 

Go (whose Var filly sells as Lot 408 on this sale), while 

his colt (Lot 107) out of In Camera is a half-brother to 

G1 Computaform Sprint winner Attenborough. 

 

Var also has a colt (Lot 462) out of Miswaki mare Mur-

muration –which makes the colt (a ¾ brother to G2 

performer Varumba and full brother to the smart Var-

bration) a half-brother to numerous winners including 

G3 Byerley Turk hero Mambo Mime. 

 

Other exciting lots in this 17 strong draft include Lucy 

Belle (Lot 250), an Oratorio half-sister to G1 Rising 

Sun Gold Challenge winner King Of Pain, Chicago 

West (Lot 337) an Oratorio half-brother to short-lived 

champion Big City Life and G3 Final Fling Stakes win-

ner Cash Register, and All Sorts (Lot 310). 

 

The latter, a filly from the first crop of Dynasty sired 

Horse Of The Year Futura, is a  half-sister to 3 winners 

including the smart G2 performer Vous Et Var.  -BSA. 

Lot 32, Sumida, by VAR. 

Lot 34, Legitimate, colt by Dynasty. 

LOT 169, On A High Note by Oratorio. 
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EVERY year, on Easter Sunday, the community of Flinton, 

Queensland, stage a proper country race meeting courtesy of 

Flinton Race Club. It includes a five-race programme, fashions 

on the field, footraces, fireworks, a DJ and free entry for under-

18’s. Flinton itself has a population of only 42 residents, but 

the customary 2000-plus crowd comes from other small towns 

and farms in the community. 

Racing action in one-horse town! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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