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 FROM the left: Richard Neil, Gerald Turner, R Viljoen, Kenny Rathbone, James Maree, Des van Rooyen, Spike 

Lerena, Dudley Feldman, Cedric Anthony Gerald Levy, “Pee-Wee” Williams.  (Supplied, thanks Tex Lerena). 

There is room in racing for Nostalgia Junkies 

alongside a variety of shrubs 

IN these fast-moving modern times, in which the older folk don’t always understand the ways and  

values of the younger generation and the wonderful things of old seem so quickly forgotten, there is 

evidence of “Nostalgia Junkies”, a category of individual which most involved with this publication will 

have to admit falling into. 

If you look at the photo of 1963 apprentice jockeys 

above and you like it, if you look at the faces and the 

names and something registers in your brain, even the 

strange feeling of suspecting it was taken at the  

wonderful old Newmarket racecourse, then you will 

enjoy the rest of this article. 

 

We’re going to give to give ourselves some scientific 

back-up for validating the suggestions that will follow 

in the rest of this piece. 

 

Most people report experiencing nostalgia at least 

once a week, and nearly half experience it three or 

four times a week. Researchers distinguish it from 

reminiscing — nostalgia definitely helps people to feel 

better.                                                         (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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NOSTALGIC JUNKIES (from p1) 

 

Nostalgia has been shown to counteract loneliness, 

boredom and anxiety. It makes people more generous 

to strangers and more tolerant of outsiders. On cold 

days, or in cold rooms, people use nostalgia to literally 

feel warmer. 

 

“Nostalgia serves a crucial existential function,” says 

Dr. Clay Routledge of North Dakota State University. 

“It brings to mind cherished experiences that assure 

us we are valued people who have meaningful lives.” 

 

So here’s the thing. We believe there are many racing 

celebrities of yore, jockeys, trainers and horses, that 

have never received the recognition they deserved. 

Sure, we have the Elevation Stakes and the Colorado 

King and Sea Cottage and Horse Chestnut, but there 

are dozens more we should be naming races after! 

 

Just on this photo, we have a legend Gerald Turner, by 

some regarded as a jockey even better than Michael 

Roberts. By Roberts regarded as one of the greatest 

he has ridden against. We have no “Gerald Turner” 

Handicap. We do have a “Next Racemeeting at The 

Vaal next week” Handicap.  

 

There’s James Maree, a legend in his own time. Are 

we going to wait until James is no longer with us  

before we honour him with a race name? 

 

Same with Raymond Rhodes, who is so sour to racing 

he refuses to watch it on television! One of a legion of 

legendary 1960/70s jockeys and the rider of the 

great Hawaii, among many others, Raymond never 

received recognition for his achievements. He is often 

seen at Gold Reef City, playing Blackjack. 

 

The late Martin Schoeman was as good as any rider 

ever produced in South Africa. We have yet to see a 

Martin Schoeman Memorial? 

 

There are so many names from more recent times 

that would qualify: Karl Neisius, Mike Bass, Tony Fur-

ness, Herman Brown (sr), Roy Unsworth, Stan Greeff, 

Andy Smith, now Stanley Ferreira, Jeff Lloyd even 

while he is still riding. 

 

We’ve mentioned this to some authorities before, and 

of course the intention is to provide constructive criti-

cism, not to have a go at those who named certain 

races. But what was the thinking behind naming  

races after plants and shrubs? We have the Magnolia, 

Tibouchina, Protea, Strelitzia, Camellia, Poinsettia and 

even the obscure Bauhinia!  What does this mean to 

the racegoer? Is this a sport for gardeners? 

Almost by the same token, though with some thinking 

behind it, are the races named after overseas legends. 

We have the Ruffian, Allez France and Pretty Polly, for 

example, all names with big status overseas but with  

arguably little or no value to South Africans. 

 

And here’s one more beauty: The Lebelo Handicap. Not 

sure if it still exists, but what is the significance if it 

does? Was it supposed to be ‘Labello’, after the lip 

balm, or  ‘Lebelo’ after Luther Lebelo, head of Employee 

Relations at SARS?  

 

We believe that giving races meaningful names will at 

the very least stir some emotion among old-timers, go 

some way to preserving tradition and even interest the 

younger generation. We know, for example, that young 

Natalie Turner and her family will be in tears if a race 

were to be named after her uncle Gerald. And so will 

Gerald’s many fans, still active in racing.  

 

We can go on an on. Perhaps there is no need to drop 

the existing race names mentioned. There are  

thousands of races in South Africa every year. There is 

room for each and every whim, even the sentimental 

woes of the “Nostalgia Junkies”. 

 

All, for the love of the game!  - tt. 

Twilight Moon’s form to be watched 
 
WHEN rising star Twilight Moon won the Gr3 Protea 

Stakes on 30 March, Waimea was just 6.95-lengths 

behind him. In Maiden company (R1, Vaal) today, 8-1 

looks tempting, and it won’t last long! 
 

Vaal Selections, Thursday 
 

Race 1:  (14) Waimea (13) Succession (8) Arabian Snip-

er (4) Lion King 

Race 2:  (17) Invisible (3) Au Revoir (2) Notquitether-

eyet (1) My Elusive 

Race 3:  (1) Alyasaat (5) Reach For The Line (3) Lake 

Kinneret (4) Alwahsh 

Race 4:  (9) Serendipity (2) Elusive Coral (1) Samarra 

(4) Steady Way 

Race 5:  (2) Clever Guy (10) Torro Del Oro (5) Danza (1) 

Palace Chapel 

Race 6:  (2) Life Is Good (1) Bold Coast (4) Tarsus (9) 

Varimax 

Race 7:  (4) Miss Khalifa (1) Dalai’s Promise (8) Fa-

ranga (6) Mademoiselle 

Race 8: (16) Cumberland (5) Rebel Renegade (11) Sev-

enth Son (10) Le Tigre 

Next TT NEWSLETTER TUESDAY, 23 APRIL.  
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Soumi’s got money to burn 
 

DUBAI World Cup-winning jockey Christophe 

Soumillon has pledged to donate his winnings 

during the Craven Meeting in England to the  

rehabilitation of the ill-fated Notre Dame Cathe-

dral in France. 

 

The Belgian-born rider, who boasted he is “French 

at heart” on his twitter account said he was 

“touched” by the worldwide support for the  

seminal building, which was ravaged by a devas-

tating fire on Tuesday evening that left nothing 

but skeletal remains. 

 

“French at heart, I feel very touched and I will  

donate my winnings from the week to contribute 

to the reconstruction effort. Bravo to the Paris  

Pompiers!” Soumillon tweeted. 

 

The 10-time French champion jockey, who won a 

historic second Dubai World Cup for Godolphin’s 

Saeed Bin Surour aboard Thunder Snow at  

Meydan last month, is booked to ride several  

exciting prospects for the renowned Emirati train-

er at  Newmarket Racecourse in England this 

week. 

 

“It’s a wonderful gesture by Christophe,” said Bin 

Surour. “Calamities like these touch people’s 

hearts.” 

 

Meanwhile, Edouard de Rothschild, President of 

France Galop, horse racing’s governing body in 

the country, announced that the Prix du President 

de la Republique — the biggest handicap chase in 

the calendar, which headlines Easter Sunday’s 

card at Auteuil — would be renamed the Prix de 

Notre Dame de Paris for the day. Additionally all 

wagering profits will be routed to the national fund 

established to help pay for the cathedral’s  

reconstruction.   - Gulf News. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/


5 

 



6 

 

The spirit of the times... 

EASTER Island – known as Rapa Nui to natives – is famed 

globally for its moai, the huge, solemn-faced stone statues 

carved between 1000 to 1600 AD to honour high-ranking 

dead individuals. But, "Come for the statues, stay for the  

horses" could be an alternative tourism slogan for one of the 

world's most remote inhabited islands. Estimates on the horse 

population vary wildly. In A Companion to Easter Island, James 

Grant-Peterkin writes there are almost 3,000, but locals often 

claim: "We have more horses than people." (There are about 

6,000 inhabitants.) Horses, originally introduced by 19th-

century Catholic missionaries, now roam freely on this Chilean

-ruled island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. But all are 

branded and owned by someone. And the horses have the 

bad habit of scratching themselves on the moai – the stone 

walls at major archaeological sites such as Ahu Akivi can't 

keep them out.  

Only statues and horses... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

