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DOUGLAS Whyte is getting his training team into place. 

Douglas Whyte is learning from the masters 
AFTER more than two decades in Hong Kong, there’s little the South African-born Douglas Whyte 

doesn’t know about the racing scene on the island. As the winningmost jockey in Hong Kong’s history, 

he is revered. From September, however, the counter is reset to zero as he sets about proving himself 

in a different sphere. 

In mid-February, the Hong Kong Jockey Club approved 

the 13-time champion jockey’s application for a train-

er’s licence, thus expediting his retirement from the 

saddle ahead of the end of the season. 

 

With the new season starting in September, Whyte has 

made the most of some downtime to expand his 

knowledge by visiting a range of trainers. He started 

with a visit to Mike de Kock in Dubai and, for the last 

month has been at Newmarket, UK, experiencing a 

markedly different training base to Sha Tin through 

the eyes of William Haggas, Sir Michael Stoute, Charlie 

Appleby, Marco Botti and Sir Mark Prescott. 

 

He says, “Some of the best trainers in the world are 

here and we obviously buy [for Hong Kong] a lot of 

horses from here, for the Derby and so forth. From a 

training perspective, I’m never going to be able to fol-

low the procedures, but I didn’t come for those rea-

sons. There’s horsemen out here that have been 

around a lot longer than me, and that are smart and 

wise. So to be around them, and pick up a few things 

along the way, I thought that would be of benefit.” 

 

The last few weeks have been no one-way street, how-

ever, for while Whyte may have been picking up a few 

tips from his fellow trainers, they have made the most 

of having a jockey of his calibre in their midst. On  

Saturday morning, Whyte was among the first-lot gal-

lopers from the Stoute stable, riding alongside his  

former colleagues Silvestre de Sousa, Ted Durcan and 

Richard Hills. 

 

“When I came over to England with London News (SAf) 

after he won the QE2, I was based with Barry Hills [in 

Lambourn]. I’d never done a gallop on    (to page 2) 
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Newmarket Heath, but I’ve pretty much done every one of them 

now,” adds Whyte. 

 

“The training here is different, and you can see why the horses 

have longevity and why you can keep them colts because 

you’re out at exercise longer. In Hong Kong, it’s a very different 

work regime and it’s all against the clock. To get your horses 

out for more than 45 minutes would be pushing to the absolute 

limit.” 

 

“I’m very grateful to the club for having the confidence in me,” 

he says. “I’ve been there 22 years and I think I know the  

system inside out. I’ve changed a few systems from when I 

rode, with the form and asking for rides, and booking rides. I 

know that side of it, and I’ve been around horses all my life. I’m 

not afraid of anything. It’s more about management. You need 

the right team, and once you have the right team behind you, I 

think you can do anything.” 

 

The idea to train has been no long-held back-up plan, but it is a 

fork in the road that has appeared at the right time for the 47-

year-old, who landed Hong Kong’s championship for 13 consec-

utive years from the 2000-2001 season. 

 

With the balloting for owners’ permits currently taking place in 

Hong Kong, Whyte can’t start to assemble his equine team im-

mediately, hence his fortuitous hiatus from his adopted  

homeland. 

 

“I won’t be able to do this again in my life. Once you start out 

you’re too busy. I’ll get back and set up a team. I’ve got a cou-

ple of work riders. I’m still looking for an international work  

rider, so I’m keeping my eyes open. The club, fortunately, has 

said I can bring one back,” he explains. 

 

“When I start off, I will be getting some transferred horses from 

other yards. It’s what always happens. And I know a lot of  

owners—I think I’ve ridden for just about everyone—so from that 

point of view, I have a slight advantage and I’m hoping I will get 

some support.” 

 

He continues, “I know the system, so now it’s just getting my 

team into place, managing things correctly and having that con-

fidence in what you see. Watching Sir Michael and William  

Haggas, it been interesting to see them having a look at a 

horse and being able to be to have the confidence to change 

the track work because something doesn’t look right.  

 

“That’s why I chose this period, because there’s no big racing 

but they’re building up, leading into races. And by watching 

those horses furnish, even just in two weeks that I’ve been with 

each individual, it’s just phenomenal.”  -Orginal report by  

Emma Berry of TDN, edited to suit. Full report here. 

GENERAL Franco. 

A change is as good as an 

(Easter) holiday 
 
WE haven’t had Western Cape racing on a 

Tuesday in a while and haven’t studied form 

there for a while either. Sometimes dipping in 

fresh is as good as returning from a holiday, 

because you go in with fewer preconceptions. 

Plenty of value jumping from the pages today, 

but we have to be careful considering lack of 

recent exposure. Caesura (Race 4), boasts a 

distance win over capable Vikram and two 

decent runs after his Maiden, against slightly 

stronger. His 13-1 falls in our Eachway ‘Value’ 

class. Justin Snaith’s newcomer General  

Franco (Frankel, Race 1), adds to the fun to-

day, the sprint is considered too short but he 

has stayed firm in the 12-10 to 15-10 range. 

Let’s see! 
 

Kenilworth Selections, Tuesday: 
 

Race 1:  (5) General Franco (9) Shinnecock (2) 

Chaac (4) Fighter 

Race 2: (5) Ibra (8) Mirage (1) Amy Johnson 

(16) Why Leigh 

Race 3: (4) Bad Habit (3) Ferrari Red (6) Gim-

me Gimme Gimme (7) White Lace 

Race 4:  (5) Caesura (8) Sherwood Forest (7) 

Quest (15) Mr Lover Boy 

Race 5:  (1) Kamaishi (5) Rocket Girl (8) 

Crowded House (7) Pearl Tiara 

Race 6:  (8) Fortune Flies (4) After Glow (1) 

Heaven’s Embrace (14) Hammie’s Fun 

Race 7:  (2) Silver De Lange (9) Troop The Col-

our (1) Ancestry (5) Villette 

Race 8:  (16)  Norfolk Pine (1) Anse Lazio (2) 

Orange Bitters (10) Six Degrees 

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/the-whyte-approach-to-a-new-start/
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Justin Snaith: “No more  

messing with nature” 

THE racing future of Horse of the Year Oh  

Susanna hangs in the balance after the 2018 Sun 

Met winner managed only fourth when starting 

favourite for last Saturday’s Empress Club Stakes. 

But Justin Snaith has vowed to make no more 

overnight attempts to beat the altitude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He said yesterday: “That was my final effort and I 

won’t be doing it again. There are certain things in 

life that you can beat but unfortunately nature 

isn’t one of them, and I have come to the point 

where I think I have tried enough – barring send-

ing the horse to Jo’burg for three or four months 

beforehand. Indeed I had a sleepless night  

worrying about the altitude and about her  

travelling up to Jo’burg in the dark. 

“The horse is fine – it just didn’t work out – but 

we are discussing her future at the moment  

including whether or not she will carry on racing.” 

The Drakenstein homebred has already earned a 

place in South African racing history as the first 

three-year-old filly to win the Met since Chair Lady 

in 1902.   - Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Bob’s choice of partner for Winx 

US Triple Crown winners American Pharoah and Justify (photo)

will be shuttling to Coolmore in Australia for the Southern 

Hemisphere breeding season. A radio station wanted to know 

what American trainer Bob Baffert thought of Winx. Like  

virtually everyone else, he used every superlative he could 

think of to describe her racing career and then offered some 

advice to her owners. “They should breed her to Justify,” he 

said. “That would be like breeding the perfect horse to the 

perfect horse. I can’t imagine the possibilities of what that 

baby could amount to.” 

TSHEPISO Moagi, a former work rider for Alec Laird, has  

landed himself a job as work rider in Chris Waller’s yard in 

Sydney, courtesy of fellow South African Denicious Smith. 

Grooms and work riders are in demand In Australia and the 

young man jumped at the opportunity. Here ia Moagi, posing 

with you-know-who in the Waller tack room. 

Moagi found himself a nice job  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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