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ONE of the great intrigues of horsemen the world over is where the next “big thing” will spring from. In 

the case of stallions and the recent loss of the giants Captain Al and Dynasty, it’s a matter of putting 

our fingers on the “heirs apparent”. And beating the market to the identity parade. Let’s not forget, 

both of these grand horses together with their equally illustrious compatriot Jet Master, all had first 

crops, and those that prospered were the first to get their hands grubby. 

Summerhill Stud’s entry for the National Yearling Sale 

is largely comprised of the sons and daughters of the 

debutant stallions, Act of War and Willow Magic.  

 

I am reminded in writing this of racing colossus Syd 

Laird’s famous rebuke of people who treated our sport 

as a matter of life or death. “Let me assure you, it’s 

much, much more serious than that!” 

 

“Which makes consigning the first crops of a pair of 

stallions is as terrifying as it is exciting. The first point 

of provenance is the arrival of the foals, the second is 

their judgment by the market and then, it’s the  

“acid-test”, the racecourse.” 

 

Facing the auctioneer however, means you’re no  

longer shadow boxing, neither have you reached the 

definitive test of the prize fight.  

 

This phase is rather like sparring in a headguard with-

out the luxury of bobbing and weaving: the glare of the 

spotlight and the scrutiny of the bloodstockers, the 

trainers and those of the cultivated eye is the toughest 

examination in all of sports. 

Summerhill, as we know, has seen this movie before. 

With the first lots of Northern Guest, Home Guard,  

Liloy, Rambo Dancer, National Emblem, Kahal and 

Muhtafal, to a man, bold contributors to the farm’s 

status of national pre-eminence. 

 

“Act of War was a natural fit for KZN. He was the 

“talking horse” of his generation, a facile winner of the 

country’s “stallion-maker”, the Cape Guineas and the 

son of one of our best sires ever from a Broodmare of 

the Year. Locating him in the Western Cape would 

have meant sharing the market with both his father 

Dynasty and his champion sons,  Futura and Legislate, 

whereas here he enjoyed access to a choice selection 

of the mares that delivered up our Breeders’  

premierships.” 

 

The other new kid on the Summerhill block is already 

hogging a slice of the headlines, among them the en-

thusiastic approval of his youngsters by senior BSA 

judge, Jane Thomas. But Willow Magic is no ordinary 

young stallion prospect. A Group One-winning son of 

one of the world’s favourite sires, Dubawi,   (to page 2) 
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“…consigning the first crops of a pair of stallions is as  

terrifying as it is exciting…” 

ACT Of War (left) and Willow Magic. 

THE ‘NATIONAL’ DEBATE  (fm p1) 
 

he was the only juvenile of his era to make the frame 

in all three of the country’s contests at the highest 

level.  

 

A smashing performance in the time-honoured  

Dingaans took him to the top of the sophomore rank-

ings the following December, but it also cost him the 

rest of his 3-year old programme. A career-threatening 

tendon injury side-lined him for more than a year, yet 

his comeback appearance was no less sensational: a 

1000m demolition of a top division assembly in one 

of the quickest times in Turffontein’s 150 year history. 

 

Still carrying the ravages of “war”, he lost nothing in 

his half-length second to Horse of the Year Legislate 

in the Gold Challenge (Gr.1) to close out a career that 

opened the door to his next: a spot on one of the 

country’s most esteemed stallion rosters. 

 

“The early discovery of the recipe that best suits a first 

season stallion is a cardinal advantage in getting him 

out of the blocks. I think the judges will love the 

“Willows”; they’re spunky, forward-looking Dubawi-

types just like he was, with good minds and the walk 

of a cat”. What more could you ask of a model  

racehorse? What more, indeed? - tt. 

 

 

Captain Of Stealth, easy, again. (Wayne Marks). 

Marshall’s fourth potential 

Captain Al powerhouse 

TRAINER Vaughan Marshalls seems to have a  

conveyor belt that moves out proper Captain Al  

champions -  and boy, is it exciting! 

 

Captain Of Stealth, unbeaten after two impressive 

starts, the latest a six-length success over 1400m at 

Durbanville on Saturday, is the latest Captain Al colt 

from the Milnerton trainer’s yard destined for  

stardom. He follows on the hooves of  Tap O’Noth, 

William Longsword and One World and at   (to page 4) 



3 

 



4 

 

Sandown produces Gr1  

runners at value prices 
 

THERE are few more consistent producers of high class 

thoroughbreds than James Armitage’s Sandown Stud in 

the Western Cape. 

 

Just two years ago, the farm was the only breeder  

represented by two runners in the Vodacom Durban July, 

when the Sandown Stud bred G1 winners French Navy and 

Tilbury Fort both competed, and Sandown could well once 

again be doubly represented in the 2019 Vodacom Dur-

ban July, with both G1 Gbets Gauteng Summer Cup winner 

Tilbury Fort and G2 New Turf Carriers Stayers hero Magnifi-

cent Seven both potential contenders for South Africa’s 

most famous horse-race! 

 

Sandown will be offering nine quality yearlings at this 

month’s Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale, with their 

consignment including lots by such star sires as Silvano, 

Dynasty, What A Winter and rising sire star Master Of My 

Fate. 

 

Multiple champion sire Silvano is represented in the 

Sandown draft by a filly (Lot 189) who is bred on very simi-

lar lines to Silvano sired G2 winner Miyabi Gold, and this 

blue blooded filly numbers none other than Equus Champi-

on and multiple G1 winner French Navy as a half-brother. 

 

Recently deceased outstanding sire Dynasty is the sire of a 

half-brother (Lot 212) to no fewer than four stakes  

winners, including graded winners Royal Badge and Price-

less Jewel, while red hot stallion Master Of My Fate is  

represented here by a colt (Lot 390) whose four time win-

ning dam is a half-sister to G1 Triple Tiara 1600 winner 

Kournikova as well as to the G3 winning dam of Algoa Cup 

hero Forest Of Dean. 

 

Galileo’s short-lived G1 Racing Post Trophy winner  

Kingsbarns has a filly (Lot 291) from the same female line 

as international G1 winners Hayil, Shalaa and Wild Rush, 

while exciting new stallion Coup De Grace (the only son of 

Tapit at stud in South Africa) has a half-brother (Lot 304) 

to four winners including the dam of high class G3 Final 

Fling Stakes winner Brave Move. 

 

Proven sire of G1 fillies, Elusive Fort, is the sire of a half-

sister (Lot 409) to four winners, and this filly is out of a 

own sister to exported Equus Champion and G1 winner 

Battle Maiden, while Philanthropist, sire of official  

champions, is represented in the Sandown draft by a half-

brother (Lot 491) to 3 winners including G3 Matchem 

Stakes winner Reim. 

 

One of the country’s hottest stallions around, What A  

Winter, has a colt (Lot 285) out of the Flyng Spur G2 Fillies 

Guineas third Ataab,  while tragically short-lived Equus 

Champion Soft Falling Rain is the sire of a colt (Lot 372) 

whose dam is an own sister to G1 winner On Her Toes, and 

this colt’s third dam is none other than Broodmare Of The 

Year Savannah Breeze.  - BSA. 

Lot 189,  Silvano filly. 

Lot 291, Kingsbarns filly. 

CAPTAIN OF STEALTH (fm p2) 

 

this stage looks every bit as good. 

 

Captain Of Stealth hasn’t been headed in his two 

outings. On Saturday, like on his debut, he jumped, 

shot straight into the lead and, in the words of  

jockey MJ Byleveld, “put them to bed quickly” with 

his exceptional cruising speed. Byleveld was  

looking over his shoulder with 200m to run. Cap-

tain Of Stealth actually refused to stop until he had 

taken his jockey almost back into the parade ring.  

 

Said Byleveld: “He was giving weight to two of the 

others and you are always seeing horses getting 

beaten when they do this,” he said, explaining why 

he kept looking round. “I know it’s early days yet 

but I think this horse is special. He is very good and 

his big asset is his speed.” 

Marshall added: “You are always a bit worried that 

the first run might have been a fluke but his work 

at home has been phenomenal and this is what I 

expected. He is very good. We will see how he 

comes out of this but the Langerman is at the end 

of June and we will see how we go.”  - tt. 
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WINX and Woods. We hail thee! 

“Remember how you feel right now!” 
TEAR-JERKING MOMENTS CANNOT BE QUANTIFIED ON PAPER 

HOW lucky we are to be living in a time of some of the greatest sporting legends and to be able to  

witness their achievements, writes CHARL PRETORIUS. 

Sporting fans have just enjoyed a weekend of mam-

moth proportions. Winx said good bye to the racing 

world with her 24th Gr1 win; Lewis Hamilton won the 

Chinese Grand Prix without much apparent fuss; and 

the awesome Tiger Woods won the 2019 US Masters. 

 

There are many who believe that Woods is not only the 

best golfer of all time, but the best sportsman ever to 

grace planet earth. His monumental comeback after 

serious injury must rate right up there with some of the 

finest sporting feats ever. 

 

Fans of Jack Nicklaus may disagree, older individuals 

will make a case for legends like Roger Federer,  

Michael Phelps, Michael Jordan, Donald Bradman and 

Muhammed Ali.  And there will be Americans who 

come up with baseball heroes like Babe Ruth or Joe 

DiMaggio. 

 

But if you’re just a fan of the sport of golf, does it really 

matter whether Tiger is the greatest?  How will we ever 

be able to prove conclusively that he is, or disprove it?  

 

What does actually matter, in the words of CBS com-

mentator Jim Nantz, is that “Tiger inspired a  

generation of young golfers in the 1990s and again in 

the early 2000s. Now he is doing it yet again!” The 

‘Tiger Roar’ going into the last few holes at Augusta on 

Sunday was as good for the game of golf as anything 

had ever been! 

 

Similarly, for racing, it is wholly irrelevant whether the 

Australian wonder mare Winx is considered the best 

ever, or one of the best, or even “just another race-

horse” by some nasties on social media that claim she 

is not in the same class as a Cracksman, or an Enable, 

let alone a Frankel. 

 

There are self-proclaimed experts on Twitter who are 

going out of their way to belittle Winx and her glittering 

career, and most of them happen to reside in the UK 

or the USA. They do not realise how pathetic and sim-

ple-minded they really are. What is it they wish to  

accomplish by starting arguments they cannot win? 

If the mentioned runners, all at their very best, 

and over a distance agreed to suit them all best, 

were ever to run against each other on a neutral 

racetrack, we’d be able to make a near correct 

call. No scientific method, comparison of times or 

supposed quality of races won, will ever settle the 

debate with a definitive answer. It is just not  

possible and will never be! 
 

For the record, Winx comes from a racing jurisdiction 

that doesn’t have to step back an inch for the US or 

the UK. Australia is a racing and breeding powerhouse, 

despite the recent scandals in their industry. 

 

Winx won 24 Gr1’s, beating 230 horses at top level, 

the subsequent winners of 1,235 races and the win-

ners of 81 Gr1 races.  She’s the highest earning race-

horse of all time, a record-breaker of proportions, a 

world star and a tear-jerker of note. 

 

“Remember how you feel right now, remember it!” 

requested race caller Darren Flindell just after Winx 

had won Saturday’s Queen Elizabeth Stakes in front of 

42,000 spectators. Outside the track, in Sydney’s Ali-

son Road, people who couldn’t get into the racetrack 

stood ten-deep along the pallisade fence. Flags waved 

everywhere, cheers went up, and a mighty roar  

occurred when the mighty mare returned. 

 

So how did you feel? Can you recall? Not just a feeling 

of mild appreciation for a sports star, right? If you’re  

human, you would’ve wiped a way a tear for Winx, 

swallowed a lump for her, and for Tiger on Sunday. 

Winx, like Woods, has cemented the  (to page 7) 
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possibly waning interest of a current  

generation of fans. She has left an indelible mark 

on a new generation of racing supporters, and she 

will inspire a host of new buyers around the world 

to invest in thoroughbred racing in search of 

something even remotely as talented as she was. 

 

When sporting stars bring one to tears, they leave 

deep marks that are never erased. Those rare, 

highly-charged moments also bring respect, love 

and admiration, and those last forever. Who cares 

whether one is better than the other? Does it  

really matter?   

 

Winx and Woods: We hail thee, aliens, for good 

times and for posterity!  - tt. 

Rainbow Bridge has settled 

ERIC Sands is to work Rainbow Bridge at Greyville 

for the first time next week as he prepares the 

Sun Met winner for his bid to achieve a lifetime’s 

ambition for new owner Mike Rattray in the 

Vodacom Durban July. 

The four-year-old, who sweats buckets every time 

he goes into a float, travelled to Summerveld from 

Milnerton last Tuesday and took the journey  

surprisingly well.  

 

“I was pleased with how he travelled,” said Sands. 

“Anton Marcus has already cantered him at Sum-

merveld, we show him the track next week and his 

first race there will be the Independent on Satur-

day Drill Hall on May 3.” - M Clower/Gold Circle. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Death, taxes… and Winx! 

THEY say Australia is a ‘Nanny State’ and that those supposed  

ruffian convicts can’t drink and party like we do and their  

women are uncouth beings who have no problem getting in fist 

fights with men, but oh, to live in a country that promotes the 

horse and the sport of racing! As per custom, the Aussie news-

papers went wild on Sunday in their tributes to the retiring 

Winx, the most notable headline being, “Death and taxes.. 

We’d better add Winx!” Like Phar Lap, Secreteriat, Northern 

Dancer, Frankel, her memory will live forever! 

SEVENTEEN yearlings from Avontuur Estate were loaded at 

the Somerset West farm yesterday en route to Germiston. 

“They’re ready for the long road north,” said Estate Manager 

Pippa Mickleburgh, whose National Sales draft includes lots 

by VAR, Dynasty, Oratorio and Master Of My Fate. 

Yearlings take the long road North 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

