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7  
QUESTIONS 

to... 

GARY GRANT, EQUINE GROUP 

AND BLOODSTOCK SOUTH AFRICA 

WITH the 2019 National Yearling Sale just two weeks 

away, we speak to Gary Grant of the Equine Group 

who, along with Michael Holmes and Chris Haynes, 

have led and restructured BSA in the last two years 

and have seen some excellent results. 

1. Two years on, Equine Sales has settled as managers of 

the BloodStock SA Sales. Tell us about the experience so 

far. 

 
With hindsight, I don’t think we realised the size and  

complexity of the task we were taking on.  We have learnt 

a lot and I believe we are improving with each sale.  The 

atmosphere at the 2018 NYS was nostalgic of the relaxed, 

fun times people used to have at sales.  We expect this to 

carry over into this year’s sale. 

  

2. You’ve had several pleasing results in a general-

ly depressed market. What do you attribute this to? 

 

The resilience of the market over the past year or 

so has been amazing.  It’s difficult to identify the 

reason, I would suggest that we have created an 

environment where both vendors and buyers have 

felt very comfortable to trade. 

  

3. This year’s sale comes right after Easter. Do you 

think this will have an effect on attendance/sales 

figures?  

 

The international sales and racing calendar is so 

congested that once you pick a sales date you 

need to be consistent and maintain your slot on 

the international circuit. It is unfortunate that  

Easter moves as it does.  I don’t believe this quality 

catalogue will be affected by Easter. 

 

4. Tell how you foresee international participation 

at NYS this year.  

 

Given the current export impasse, the export  

market is limited.  There may be fewer exports from 

this year’s sale, however, I believe that there will 

still be a strong foreign spend, and as usual, I  

expect the top end of the market will be buoyant. 

  

5. We’re seeing a return to the sale of a number of 

vendors who have sold mainly at CTS in the last 

several years, including Klawervlei. Does that  

signal greater cooperation between the two major 

sales companies?  

 

There has been a rationalisation of sales over the 

past year and I think the SA sales calendar is now 

settled and the timing of sales is far better.  

Competition is good for the market and I believe 

the sales companies have mutual respect for each 

other. 

 

6. Tell us about this year’s catalogue, your  

highlights?  

 

In short, it’s a high quality catalogue with great 

depth. The focus at NYS is on quality and we have 

an abundance of it this year.  The depth of the cat-

alogue suits the full range of buyers and if you 

have done your homework there are many year-

lings that offer exceptional value.  The fact  (to p2) 
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that the NYS currently has four horses in the top fifteen in the world, is an outstanding tribute to the sale, our ven-

dors and trainers.  As a buyer, you need to look no further than that to decide on where you should be shopping. 

  

Horse racing is going through a testing time worldwide. What is your medium-term forecast for the industry-at-

large?  

 

In South Africa,  we have never had a better opportunity to consolidate, rationalise and unify the industry.  If we 

can achieve this and solve the export impasse, then there is plenty to look forward to.  -tt. 

SUN Met winner Rainbow Bridge has arrived at Summerveld, where trainer Eric Sands will prepare him for  

racing during the KZN Champions Season. He looks superb. Focus: The Durban July.  (Cansdiese Marnewick). 

SAEHP announces further control measures for AHS 
 THE Western Cape Veterinary Services in conjunction with South African Equine Health and Protocols 

(SAEHP) have focused efforts to enable equine exports from the province. 

As part of this drive, the Western Cape has instigated further control measures to ensure the integrity of the 

African Horse Sickness controlled areas 

  

AHS is endemic to South Africa and the Western Cape control zones are of vital importance to protecting the 

province’s equine export market.                                                                                                                  (to page 5) 
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A little bit of Mambo 

is what we need 
 
THE last time Mambo Symphony won (1 May 

2018), he was rated 80 in a MR84 Handicap. 

Today, trainer Devin Little may have found the 

right race (R8) for another win. Now rated a 

lowly 70, and with Striker up, he comes to a 

MR74 Handicap and looks to be ready for a 

big run. At 10-1, he’s the right value price! 

 

Vaal Selections: 

 

Race 1:  (1) Destiny’s Game (5) Royal Future 

(4) Britannia Queen (10) Rachel 

Race 2:  (3) Fariha (1) I Like It (2) Braxton (4) 

Rabia The Rebel 

Race 3:  (2) Eshaan (3) Got The Greenlight (5) 

Rock The Globe (7) Groban 

Race 4:  (1) Jive Express (13) Just My Luck (7) 

Arabian Sunrise (2) Oh So Cold 

Race 5:  (6) Mr Cuddles (1) Maroon Bells (2) 

Lasair (4) Vetri Vel 

Race 6:  (5) Boatswain (7) Tripod (9) Eurostar 

(2) Galactic Warrior 

Race 7:  (1) Silver Thursday (5) Forest Express 

(6) Bondiblu (2) Gottalottaluv 

Race 8:  (4) Mambo Symphony (6) Kurt’s Ap-

proval (2) Defy Gravity (1) Verdier 

MAMBO Symphony. 

Joyous racing scenes should be 

shown to general public 
 

IF Bloodstock SA are looking to attract new buyers to the  

National Yearling Sales (April 24-26), they shoulder consider 

an advert showing the post-race celebrations of three young 

men after last season's Gauteng Fillies Guineas and Fillies 

Classic. 

 

The wins  by Mike De Kock's filly, Takingthepeace, prompted 

joyous scenes from Mathew De Kock, Murray Makepeace and 

Michael Shea which put Premier League goal celebrations in 

the shade. 

 

There's a Tellytrack ad showing at present in which well-known 

owner, Greg Blank, says "there's no bigger thrill than owning a 

big race winner" and here was the proof. 

 

Purchased from Summerhill Stud for R280000, Takingth-

epeace gave young De Kock, Makepeace and Shea memories 

they'll cherish for life, but now they have to endure the down-

side of the "snakes & ladders" of the racing game. 

 

Mike De Kock reports on his website that Takingthepeace has 

suffered a knee injury and "we have chosen to retire her over 

knee surgery." It seems a wise decision as there is always a 

risk with an operation. 

 

"She was a filly who gave us and her owners an incredible 

amount of joy. Their on-course antics at the races went went 

viral a few times," commented De Kock. 

 

Ridgemont Highlands bought into the filly last year and the 

daughter of Visionaire will be a welcome addition to their band 

of broodmares. With their star stallion, Dynasty, deceased, It 

will be interesting to see which stallion is chosen. 

 

Takingthepeace retires with a career record of six wins and five 

placings from 13 starts and stake earnings of over R1,7 mil-

lion. 

 

Another talented De Kock female, Silver Thursday, will be one 

of the fancied runners in today's Spook Express Handicap at 

the Vaal, but the four year-old faces a tough rival in Forest Ex-

press.  - David Mollett. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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EXTRA MEASURES FOR AHS  (fm p2) 
 

Minister of Economic Opportunities, Beverley 

Schäfer said: “The current movement  

restrictions into the Western Cape are an exam-

ple of our successful control systems at work in 

protecting the integrity of our AHS controlled 

zones.”  

  

“By unlocking equine exports, we will be able to 

grow a valuable sector of our agricultural  

economy and ensure that the horse industry is 

able to grow and create more jobs in the  

province,” Schäfer said. 

  

The Western Cape Government in partnership 

with SAEHP and the national DAFF is committed 

to maintaining compliance with international 

disease control standards and creating a  

sustainable equine export market. 

  

“I appeal to all horse owners to comply with all 

the movement control regulations,” Minister 

Schäfer said. 

  

For further information on the movement of 

horses into the Western Cape, please con-

tact: move@myhorse.org.za    - tt. 

@turftalk1 

mailto:move@myhorse.org.za
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Famous horses keep racing alive 

MORE than 14 television crews from around the world  

gathered at Rosehill in Sydney this morning for Winx’s final 

workout and her kicking an advertising board afterwards went 

viral within minutes. Here are members of the media speak-

ing to Chris Waller and Hugh Bowman. Horses with true  

celebrity status keep racing alive. Tweet about them, retweet, 

post about them on Facebook. Let the world share our love! 

GRAND National winning jockey Davey Russell’s wife, Edelle, 

tweeted this photo and said: “At 4:40am I heard noise  

coming from the sitting room. I quietly peered in the door and 

this is what I saw  - Two boys having tea & biscuits, happy out 

of bed watching a replay of the Grand National. I couldn’t say 

a word, only join them. We are going to treasure these days 

for a long time!” 

Quality time with big-winning dad! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

