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 Wednesday 10 April 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

HERE’s a yearling by Brazen Beau, one of Australia’s latest boom stallions. He’s considered well-balanced. Do 

you see any faults, or do young horses all “look the same”?  

‘Balance’ is the name of the yearling game 
IN the run-up to the 2019 National Yearling Sale, we’ll be looking at the question that always puzzles 

and intrigues: “How do you pick a good yearling?” In consulting  some overseas sources, we found that 

‘Balance’ seems to be the key word for most experts. We’ll publish some advice from abroad today 

and speak to local experts in the days leading to the Sale. 

A few years ago, at the William Inglis Easter Yearling 

Sale, Lee Freedman was leaning on a railing, under 

the shade of the famous Moreton Bay fig tree,  

watching an impressive chestnut colt parading before 

making its entry into the sale ring. 

 

Freedman pointed out to a client in tow that the year-

ling before him was the horse the client should buy. 

The client, who had money to burn, studied the  

strapping colt striding athletically around the parade 

ring before offering Freedman his opinion. “I don’t like 

chestnuts,” he said. 

Freedman, not one to mince words, and tired from 

days of yearling inspection and long, entertaining 

nights, retaliated abruptly. “Listen, if you want to 

spend $200,000 and worry about colour, then spend 

it on a new Ferrari – you can choose whatever colour 

you like – but don’t come here and worry about  

colour,” he said. 

 

The client was startled by Freedman’s firm comment, 

but stood steadfast in his desire not to own a chest-

nut. “I’ve had no luck with chestnuts,” he said. The 

fact that Phar Lap, Secretariat, Ajax,   (to page 2) 
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‘BALANCE’ IS THE KEY  (fm p1) 

 
Peter Pan, Vain, Wenona Girl, Let’s Elope and more 

recently the Freedman-trained Super Impose were 

chestnuts was lost in his stubbornness, so Freedman 

moved on. A bay, brown or grey could be found easily. 

 

Freedman’s stables each year would show most of his 

horses were a distinct type, square pegs in square 

holes. Freedman had a liking for black pointed bays, 

neat, athletic, medium-sized horses – peas in a pod. “I 

have modified that over the years. You realise more 

and more how many good horses look different from 

that.  

 

“Before a sale, do a lot of praying!” 

- Lee Freedman. 
 

“If that was the criteria, then every attractive horse 

would be a great racehorse and we’d all being bidding 

on them, paying ridiculous money,” he said. Freedman 

does not favour any colour. He has won five Melbourne 

Cups with horses of four different shades of coat. 

Tawrrific (1989) was a bay; Subzero (1992) a grey; 

Doriemus (1995) a chestnut; and Makybe Diva (2004, 

2005) a rich brown. 

 

His likes: “I want the horse to catch my eye. That first 

impression is important. “I like an intelligent, attractive 

head, particularly with fillies. A lot of good horses have 

been bought off good heads, whereas they didn’t have 

the best legs in the world. But there always are excep-

tions to the rule.  

 

Danzero didn’t have a good head as a yearling,  

although he grew into himself to become a powerful 

striking horse. But his mother was by Kaoru Star and 

that stallion threw a Roman nose into his stock.”  

 

His dislikes: “I am willing to forgive most faults, but a 

horse who has a combination of faults – ‘back in the 

knee’ but also offset or upright – needs to be a very 

appealing animal before I buy it. “I put the pen straight 

through small, dumpy horses and also horses with bad 

temperaments. There are some breeds that have  

ordinary temperaments, so you know what to expect.”  

 

His pre-sales advice: “Do a lot of praying!” 

    *** 

Notes on conformation 
 

Conformation is the physical appearance of an animal 

due to the arrangement of muscle, bone and other 

body tissue. It is the sum of these body parts and how 

they blend together which determines the acceptability 

or unacceptability of the horse’s conformation. Good 

conformation is the overall blending of body parts to 

form a beautiful athlete. 

 

No horse is conformed perfectly. Remember that in 

examining horses the purpose is to exclude those with 

physical faults you consider unacceptable. 

 

Overall, when examining a horse you should consider 

balance, bone, intelligence and athleticism. 

 

Balance – Is the horse well-proportioned? Does the 

frame suit its muscle? 

Bone – Does it appear to be substantial – not too 

light? 

Intelligence – Does the horse seem in control, aware of 

its surroundings, alert? 

Athleticism – Does the horse look physically fit and 

capable? 

 

Remember, every horse has some fault with regard to 

pedigree and conformation. The art or science of  

evaluating a horse is deciding which of those faults are 

less likely to adversely impact the intended use of the 

animal.  

 

It is helpful to know something about the pedigree of 

the horse as it may relate to a particular horse’s  

conformation. Some sires pass similar conformational 

faults to offspring, with some of the faults having little 

or no consequence with respect to their racing  

success. 

 

Everyone has different thresholds with regard to what 

constitutes acceptable faults. Establish your own 

thresholds, but be realistic considering your budget.  

 

    *** 

 

Get the balance right  (AJ Dyer) 
 

“Looking at yearlings is like looking at an artist’s 

sketch of a painting. The basic framework is there, 

certain lines and shapes pencilled in that will develop 

into a finished masterpiece. There is still a lot of filling 

out left to do, but you can get a general idea of the 

overall picture. Yearlings can change a lot as they 

grow, especially in their front/hind height; many of 

them will appear butt-high at times, but things can 

even out in the end.  

 

“I don’t worry too much about a shortish neck at this 

age, as the neck will continue to lengthen through age 

3. As the horse grows, sometimes the shoulder will 

look too steep, or the hind end a little weak.   (to p6) 
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Latest on Mike de Kock’s  

brigade of bombers 
 

STAR colt Hawwaam (photo) who missed the recent 

Gr1 SA Derby after he got a fright and bolted from the 

parade ring, is on target to race in the R4-million 

Premiers Champion Challenge over 2000m on 4 May 

at Turffontein. 

 

Twenty-two entries have been received for the race, 

including Hawwaam’s Mike de Kock-trained stable 

mates Soqrat, Cascapedia, Barahin and Noble Secret, 

with other established names like Legal Eagle, Made 

To Conquer and Tilbury Fort also among the nomina-

tions. 

 

Mathew de Kock commented on Wednesday: 

“Hawwaam is being pointed at the Champions  

Challenge and then we’ll make a decision on his next 

race, which could possibly be the Daily News. We’ll be  

entering him for the Durban July, but he is not certain 

to run there. 

 

“Our July horse at this point is Barahin, who may go 

into the big race via the Jubilee Handicap, he may not 

be ready for the Daily News. But we’ll play it by ear, 

we’ll see how things go.” 

 

Recent Gr1 Horse Chestnut winner Soqrat is likely to 

contest the KZN Guineas ahead of the Gr1 Rising Sun 

Gold Challenge.  - tt. 

Tapit’s feats bode well 

for SA’s Coup De Grace 
 

GAINESWAY Farm’s outstanding stallion TAPIT (Pulpit) 

made headlines at Tuesday’s Keeneland’s April Two-

Year-Olds in Training Sale when his daughter out of G1 

Darley Alcibiades Stakes winner MY CONQUESTADORY 

topped the one day sale. 

A full-sister to Tapit’s Road to the Kentucky Derby con-

tender BOURBON WAR, the Tapit filly was knocked 

down to Chad Schumer, agent for Saudi Arabia's HRH 

Prince Sultan Bin Mishal Al Saud, for $1.3 million. 

This was the fifth highest price achieved in the Keen-

eland Two-Year-Old Sale, and another feather in the 

cap of triple US champion sire Tapit. 

The latter has been on a roll in recent days, with his 

three-year-old son TACITUS scoring a courageous win 

in Saturday’s G2 Wood Memorial Stakes at Aqueduct 

to stamp himself a leading contender for the Kentucky 

Derby, and his daughter CHASING YESTERDAY finishing 

third in the G1 Santa Anita Oaks. 

Tapit, who is also broodmare sire of Sunday’s G1 Oka 

Sho (Japanese 1000 Guineas winner) GRAN ALEGRIA, 

is having another good year and is currently the sire of 

six individual graded/group stakes winners in 2019. 

The sire of 25 G1 winners (and counting), Tapit was 

Champion Sire in the USA in 2014,2015, and 2016. 

Klawervlei Stud stand the only son of this great stallion 

at stud in South Africa in the form of the multiple grad-

ed stakes winning COUP DE GRACE. (Coup De Grace is 

out of a STORM CAT mare, and Storm Cat is also 

broodmare sire of CLOSE HATCHES – dam of Tacitus). 

 

Coup De Grace, whose first crop are yearlings in 2019, 

has 12 yearlings on offer at this month’s Emperors 

Palace National Yearling Sale including a half-brother 

(Lot 10) to Equus Champion LINK MAN, a filly (Lot 298) 

out of Devon Air Stakes winner BELOVED COUNTRY, 

and a half-brother (Lot 542) to the graded stakes win-

ners EXIT HERE and EVENTUAL ANGEL.   - tt. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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‘BALANCE’ IS THE KEY (fm p2) 

 

What matters more is the proportions, the 

length of bones compared to each other and 

where they are placed. 

“When I study yearlings, I think about how the 

whole body fits together. Does the front end 

match the hind end, or do the hindquarters  

really overpower the shoulder?  

 

“Is the neck set low, causing the horse to seem 

heavy on the forehand? I want to see a  

balanced athlete that can get his front end out 

of the way, not pound it into the ground. 

 

“Sometimes your impression of a young horse 

can be totally different after you watch him 

move. Standing still, he might look a little stocky 

or clumsy. But when he walks, he could show a 

slinky, swingy movement with huge overstep 

and balance. I like it when they move with some 

authority. 

“Or, perhaps he’ll show how crooked he is, with 

front legs paddling and knees popping out of 

line. The point is, pretty is as pretty does. You 

don’t ride a statue, but rather a moving animal 

composed of many different parts which have 

to work together  - tt. 

-Danny Power/Belmont (Lee Freedman) 

-Triplecrown.com.au (Conformation) 

-AJ Dyer (Balance) 
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Young Spies could have X-factor 

XANDER Spies (middle), with friend Bianca and jockey Craig 

Zackey, enjoyed his first winner with his second run when 

Singforafa coasted in at the Vaal on Tuesday. She’s a two-year

-old daughter of Potala Palace who should go places, she’s 

fast and scopy. The third-generation Spies (22) is in his final 

year of studying Law at North West University, and while he 

loves horses and has been handy in the stable, father Corne 

and grandfather Tobie would like to see him make a living 

outside of racing, perhaps as a big-time lawyer: “Xander is 

clever and streetwise, perhaps he can make his money  

elsewhere and race as a hobby,” said Corne. But the lure of 

the game is strong when you’ve been around horses for most 

of your life. We’ll be looking out for Xander. 

On this Wacky Wednesday... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

