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Scheduling and marketing down the road 

“A layer of bloodstock agents in South Africa would help overcome date difficulties and professionally 

seek out new owners. But there isn’t one, so work around it.” 

That statement comes from the personal heart only up 

to a point. Knowing that bloodstock and agent were 

fairly dirty words in South Africa 16 years ago (and an-

other 10+ before that), we positioned ourselves in a 

way that suited us and, we hoped, SA bloodstock 

stakeholders. 

 

In the global shipping industry, there are two  

categories of broker. One is “S&P Broker” handing 

sales & purchasing of new buildings, second hand 

ships of all sizes and types and eventual demolition for 

recycling as steel scrap. 

 

The other is a “Chartering Broker” who finds ships to 

carry 100,000 tons of coal from Richards Bay or 

12,000 tons of sugar from Durban to somewhere or 

ships to be chartered for a period of years to do the 

same sort of thing.  

 

Without those brokers, the global shipping industry in 

all its national and international forms wouldn’t  

happen. Finished goods, bulk cargoes of food and 

fuel, solid, liquid or gaseous, break-bulk cargoes that 

hold the economies of poorer nations together  

wouldn’t move – certainly not efficiently, innovatively 

and competitively. 

 

Comparably, without those horse agents    (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

RICHARD’S Bay Coal Terminal.  (rbct). 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

and on-going managers, much less would happen with 

horses. Sales companies would shrivel for lack of new 

buying power brought in; owners would not have their 

agents to make their purchases and often manage 

them; trainers – most of whom drop into sales for a 

time but are too busy training – may be leading the 

purchasing on spec or for clients, but most use agents 

to select or create short lists.  

 

The “agent” might be syndicate manager, or acting as 

a racing manager, but they’re all the same animal – 

specialists in selection to fit orders or fulfil demand. 

Exactly the same applies to the breeding sector. 

 

We know the usual argument that the SA market is not 

big enough, but models can be scaled up or down. 

Nevertheless in this land of no-broad-layer-of-agents 

let’s focus on three Points: 

 

Point 1 

“The only way is to get more overseas owners” – how 

many times have I heard that – and agreed to a limited 

extent. “Overseas” in this context means UK/Irish/

Continental West European. 

 

Point 2 

“We want more overseas buyers to come to our sales” 

Of course we do. Or their agents. 

 

Point 3 

The CPYS equation is complex with myriad aspects. 

There is no doubting that overseas money has played 

a positive part. The sale is in January, a quiet time in 

the northern hemisphere bloodstock calendars – the 

only month for holidays. 

 

For the Nationals, Easter and committee decisions 

have – in the past - caused its dates to be variable. 

Easter/Family Day has such great impact in South  

Africa, although not so for the horses and their hands 

on professionals. 

 

A friend said to me gloomily when commenting on who 

wasn’t at Mistico: “It’s not like Australia or the UK 

where 90% of the people at sales are agents. SA  

owners like to choose their own horses”. Of course 

that is a generalisation but it has resonance. 

 

Point 1 refers to overseas people. They and/or their 

agents must (a) be willing to come - many say “Why on 

earth should I?” but let’s focus on those who would 

look favourably - and (b) be able to do so in terms of 

calendar. 

 

Some powerful buying for overseas account – already 

familiar with South Africa in detail – will take place 

very importantly through two well established agents 

in April. Hong Kong – so appreciated last year – may 

do so again, not fussed about Easter. But aside from 

that, most of the few old faces who came year after 

year from UK/Ireland haven’t come for years. Remem-

ber when three of us were welcomed like heroes for 

overcoming the volcanic ash spewing from Iceland, 

missing flight after flight? And we all bought plenty. 

 

The calendar is choked in April. In the UK/Irish 

context, NYS and (this year) Easter are book-

ended by the Craven Week of Europe’s biggest 

and most internationally attended Breeze Up and 

Guineas Trials, and the Guineas plus another 

Breeze Up.  And in the middle, “Donnie”. 
 

Doncaster has hosted bloodstock sales since the year 

of American Independence. There was a brief gap 

from 1957 when Tattersalls stopped there until, in 

1962, Doncaster Bloodstock Services was formed, 

strongly supported by Doncaster Metropolitan Bor-

ough Council desperate to hang on to the bloodstock 

trade in the Home of the St Leger, also first run in 

1776. 

 

The large sales company – now as Goffs UK after the 

merger - holds the biggest National Hunt sales and a 

bunch of flat sales, two of which have “must-attend” 

status. 

 

One is the St Leger Yearling Sale – actually a special-

ist in producing the opposite of St Leger horses - and 

the other is Doncaster Breeze Up Sales, established 

(as the first of all such sales in Europe) in 1977. Every 
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year, it sells the most 2 year old winners. 

 

When Lot 1 at Germiston goes through, most UK, Irish, 

French, German, Italian agents of note will be at Don-

caster watching the breezing. Half an hour after Lot 

186 goes through at Germiston on the second day – 

Freedom Day National Holiday a few days after the 

2019 awkwardly placed Easter - Lot 1 will go through 

at Donnie. 

 

Now I am not suggesting FOR A SECOND that this is a 

reason for BSA to have done anything different in the 

circumstances of 2019. But I am illustrating in the 

context of Point 1 down the road that people can only 

do what they can do. 

 

We don’t have an Agents Federation or “South African 

Bloodstock International”, but just as we need to 

reach out further into the SA population, about which 

this column bangs on and on, so we could have a 

team of experienced people thinking laterally about 

Point 1. I respectfully refer Readers to my remarks two 

weeks ago about the Cape in March.   - tt. 

Outside the restaurant at DBS now Goffs UK. 

Race for SA Jockeys’ Title 

will go down to wire 
 

THE race for the jockeys’ title ‘hotted’ up at Turffontein 

on Saturday and with Lyle Hewitson and Muzi Yeni  

riding two winners apiece and Anton Marcus having a 

blank day at Durbanville, all three riders ended the day 

on 141 winners for the season. 

 

They are 19 wins head of Gavin Lerena. 

With a win each for Marcus and Hewitson at Greyville 

on Sunday, they are now on 142 but Yeni will be in  

action at Flamingo Park on Monday, and that could see 

him gain the lead.   

 

Hewitson has suggested that, whatever happens, he 

won’t be going to Flamingp Park, while Marcus is on 

record saying his goal is Gr1 winners.— TAB News. 

LYLE Hewitson, big in the hunt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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SUMMERHILL Stud’s Dubawi stallion Willow Magic is no stranger to the camera and he enjoyed some action 

last week; iKind Media have been capturing footage of the Summerhill stallions for a decade now and they know 

a thing or two about creating goosebumps. Here are some shots of them filming Willow Magic for his National 

Yearling Sale marketing video, where his first crop of yearlings will go under the hammer.  

Rivalland has a horse to 

take on the best 
 

THE lightly raced gelding Tristful gave notice that he 

will be a horse to be reckoned with over the last few 

months of the season but as Tony Rivalland, caution, 

“the pressure’s on now,” after the gelding scored an 

eye-catching win in the Gr3 Byerley Turk at Greyville 

yesterday. 

 

Sean Veale rode a faultless race as he tracked a slow 

early pace set by Solid Gold, but when he asked for an 

effort, Tristful responded with a smart turn of foot. 

“You haven’t seen the best of him yet,” said Veale. 

“Wait until he goes 2000m, that’s his game.” 

 

Given those words, Tristful will probably go the tradi-

tional route for three-year-old males, the KZN  

Guineas, Daily News 2000, and all going well, a  

possible tilt at the Vodacom Durban July. 

 

The July is still 88 days away and a lot can happen in 

the interim, but owner Mary Liley and Rivalland got 

proof yesterday that they are in with a shout at least. 

“Tony has told me for a while that we have a proper 

horse here and I’m hoping we have. Thanks to Gary 

Player for breeding him,” said Liley.  - Gold Circle. 

TONY Rivalland. 

San Fermin stays tops with Gr3 win 
 

WHEN San Fermin won a sprint handicap at Turffontein 

10 days ago, Adam Azzie told Turf Talk: “The thing is, 

she is very talented, she gets to a peak but she loses it 

quickly. Our job has been to get her to her best and 

then keep her there as long as possible.” 

 
San Fermin followed on Saturday with another success, 

this time notching the Gr3 Sycamore Sprint from Schip-

pers and Dancing Queen, beating a competitive field. 

 

San Fermin came from off the call, always looking for a 

way through and slicing through her rivals when it 

came. She won going away. 

 

“I have to give my dad all the credit for this win, said 

Adam of his ‘old man’ Mike who, like his own grandfa-

ther George Azzie, knows how to ‘train by the eye.’ This 

entails easing off (or giving extra) work and careful 

feeding until the horse ‘looks’ in the best possible con-

dition. 

 

“My dad has spent the last two weeks focusing on San 

Fermin. He eased off on her pace work but still kept her 

fit, kept her ticking over. He had her in the same top 

shape as last time, her coat and condition was perfect, 

well done to him.” 

 

Adam said that Apache, the lead pony at Turffontein, 

had also played a role in her recent consistency. “She 

enjoys it when he is around her, it calms her down and 

as we know, the secret with San Fermin is to keep her 

as calm and relaxed as possible. 

 

“She gets on very well with jockey Marco van Rensburg 

too. He sensed her little habits when he worked her for 

the first time. He told us to leave her alone when she 

‘throws her toys out of the cot’, just to stay away from 

her until she settles down.” 

 

San Fermin, who races for Gaynor Rupert, will be  

pointed at the Gr23 Camelia Stakes over 1200m at  

Turffontein in May.  - tt. 
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Aussie PM praises Winx 
 

SCOTT Morrison has slapped his fondest political slogan 

on Australia's favourite racehorse. 

 

The prime minister says Winx and her team had cap-

tured the hearts and minds of all Australians, ahead of 

her last race next Saturday. 

 

"They for me epitomise that 'fair go for those who have 

a go' and I think that's the story of Winx," Mr Morrison 

told reporters in Sydney on Sunday. 

 

Morrison, who is about to fight an uphill battle towards 

a hotly contested election, made the comments to as-

sembled reporters over the weekend. 

 

“Australians have caught the passion of Winx,” Morrison 

said. 

 

“And it’s not just Winx that has captured the hearts and 

minds, but it’s been her owners and trainers as well. I 

can celebrate along with all Australians.” 

 

Commenting on her last big preparation, and while he 

and his team have done it so many times before, trainer 

Chris Waller said: “It’s intense, but we’re sticking to her 

routines.”  - The Guardian. 

WINX, fresh for her last career run. 

 

A "moron" robber, who did not put his balaclava on 

until everyone in a Betfred betting shop had seen 

him, has walked free from court. 

Teejay Bick, 29, of Walton, Cardiff, admitted the  

offence at Gloucester Crown Court after he entered 

the shop in Cheltenham on March 29 last year,  

ompletely undisguised, and told cashier Amy Forsyth 

a FOBT had swallowed his £20 note. 

When Forsyth left the counter to take a look, Bick 

then pulled a balaclava over his face and demanded 

money, claiming to have a knife in his pocket. 

Prosecutor Virginia Cornwall told how Bick then  

struggled to adjust the balaclava so he could see out 

of it, and said that "the eyes were in the wrong place". 

Last September Judge Ian Lawrie QC deferred  

sentencing until this month, telling Bick he needed to 

"sort himself out" and describing him as a "moron", 

while defence lawyer Steven Masih admitted it was a 

"really amateurish" offence. 

 

Lawyers for Bick said he had completed a  

Construction Skills Certification Scheme and is now 

working as a builder/labourer.  - Racing Post. 

TEEJAY Bick, world’s dumbest robber. 

Betting shop robber is freed 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Oh Susanna travels Friday 
 

HORSE of the Year Oh Susanna is 15-10  

favourite for the HSH Princess Charlene Em-

press Club Stakes at Turffontein on Saturday 

but Snaith Racing is concerned that punters, 

seeing Richard Fourie’s mount rated 4.5kg 

clear of the next best (Fresnaye), will rush in 

blindly without taking sufficient notice of the 

negatives. 

 

Jono Snaith said on Saturday: “Oh Susanna 

may not need to run to her best form as she is 

weighted to win but punters need to be  

cautious and tread lightly. The factors against 

her are the altitude, that she is coming off a 

rest and that the mile is short of her best.” 

 

The stable, which won this Grade 1 with  

Dancer’ Daughter ten years ago, sent last 

year’s Met winner to Summerveld a month ago 

and she will travel to Turffontein on Friday  

evening in a bid to minimise the effects of 

the  course’s near 1 800m altitude. 

 

Fresnaye is an 11-1 chance with Betting World 

which sees the Mike de Kock-trained  

Cascapedia (9-2) and Nafaayes (13-2) as the 

biggest dangers to the favourite. De Kock has 

won three of the last four runnings and seven of 

the last 13.  

 

The Sean Tarry-trained three-year-old, Celtic 

Sea (15-2), a fluent and impressive winner of 

her recent preparation run, is the only other  

in single figures.— Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 



9 

 

How could she ever say ‘No’? 

CALEB Keller proposed to Kaitlin Free at Taylor Made Farms in 

Kentucky on Sunday and said: “We met at Keeneland and 

today we got engaged in Horse Country!” With permission of 

his owners, former Dubai World Cup winner California Chrome 

was a witness to the occasion. Kaitlin is a bloodstock editor 

for Past The Wire and Caleb an on-course presenter for TVG. 

A spot-on cartoon from cartoonist Nick Newman in the UK’s 

Sunday Times. 

Tell us why we do like Mondays 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

