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 Friday 5 April 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

RIO’S Winter, the first leg of what would have been known in the ‘old days’ as a proper betting coup. (JC Pho-

Moffatt and company take bookies to the cleaners! 

THE days of the big betting coup are long gone, there is too much information in the market, not 

enough money to go around and not enough heavyweight bookmakers to lay the bets and then lay off 

elsewhere to cover themselves.  

Plus, it’s never easy, because whether you’re a big or a 

small stable with a moderate or a top horse, something 

often comes out of the blue to ‘stick you away’ in the 

last few strides. Near misses (or near hits) are the 

name of the traditional betting coup game. 

 

Trainer Steve Moffatt wasn’t thinking about that when 

he sent Rio’s Winter (40-1 plus) and Westwing Belter 

(12-1 plus) from their Vaal stables to the adjacent track 

on Thursday, but he pulled off a tidy strike with the pair 

which must have dealt a few stinging body blows to the 

‘men with cigars’. 

 

Rio’s Winter (started 33-1, Sherman Brown up) and 

Westwing Belter (started 5-1 for Muzi Yeni) brought 

home the loot, the latter delivering a breath-taking last

-stride win, the way one wants to win a bit of money to 

make the memory last forever. 

 

Moffatt agreed: “Yes, one has to try and win a buck 

now and then, but those short-heads invariably go 

against you. For once, we were on the winning side!” 

 

Moffatt said he had personally taken 10-1 about the 

Place Double, but that joint-owner Piet Delport took 

morning odds about the Winning Double. He will  

undoubtedly be negotiating receipt of a series of post-

dated cheques from his bookmaker today!  

 

Moffatt bought Rio’s Winter for R70,000   (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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TRAINER Ormond Ferraris missed out on his 11th SA Oaks success when Blossom was beaten by Return Flight 

in  the 2019 renewal last week. Here’s Ferraris with his second Oaks winner Siberian Wonder (Persian Wonder), 

who won the race for top jock Michael Cave 42 years ago, in 1977. “Photos like this make me homesick, those 

days were just the best,” said his son and former assistant, David Ferraris, from Hong Kong. 

MOFFATT STABLE STRIKE (fm p1) 

 

at the National Sale and said: “She’s stunning, has 

always been, and while I paid more than I normally do 

she is worth every cent.” 

 

The partners are Piet, Nathan, Ryan and Shay Del-

port, bookmaker Clinton Lines and Moffatt’s wife Julia 

and the trainer said: “I’m glad for Clinton, especially, 

he hasn’t had the best of luck with previous horses in 

my stable, now we have a decent one. We’ll be  

aiming Rio’s Winter at the Gr1 Allan Robertson 

Stakes at Scottsville, I believe she is in that league. 

Look at her time yesterday, faster than anything else 

on the day, even the older handicappers.” 

 

Rio’s Winter is a daughter of Oratorio and the  

Western Winter mare Winter Ade (trained in her  

racing career by Dean Maroun), second to Dane Julia 

in the 2007 Gr1 Fillies Guineas, and later bought by 

Geoff Woodruff for Des Scott at a dispersal sale.  

 

The mare ended up with Ashley and Sunill  

Devachander, whose small-time breeding operation, 

‘Gold Star Stud’ has a peach of a mare in their band. 

She is boarded at beautiful Winterbach Stud and 

Hendrik Winterbach said: “Winter Ade has another 

filly by Oratorio, a full-sister who will be going to the 

National Two-Year-Old Sale and who in my opinion is 

even nicer than Rio’s Winter.” Take note Mr Moffatt! 

Westwing Belter, owned outright by the Delport family, 

was impressive in fighting off the favourite Eskimo Kiss-

es and Moffatt told: “She’s got ability too and will win 

her races, especially if she can cool down when she 

matures. She’s a bit temperamental, she wants to kick 

you or eat you, like her half-sister, Beautiful Shay. Once 

her jockey is on, Westwing Belter is fine and she goes 

into the stalls, which is a relief.” 

 

Moffatt added: “Westwing Belter raced unshod behind, 

as we declared yesterday, the simple reason being that 

we can’t get shoes on her feet, she kicks out too much! 

But she’s fine, they can run like that, especially on our 

good tracks here at the Vaal.” 

 

Raised at Ambiance Stud, Westwing Belter is a daughter 

of Ashaawes and Twing (Act One). 

 

Editor’s note: The betting information revealed is  

intended as interesting news to complement the story, 

and not to ‘expose’ any sensitive transactions or  

embarrass the connections. It was obvious by the way 

frantic late money came for Westwing Belter that there 

were doubles running into her and that bookmakers 

were ‘taking back’.  Steve Moffatt did not commission 

this article, he answered questions posed to him and 

views expressed are entirely ours. Also, the Moffatt  

stable were quite transparent beforehand that both 

runners were fancied!  - tt. 
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THIS poor fellow is going to collapse from sheer fatigue. A photo that says it all, and we’ll  
withhold comment. 

Fighting the cruel Donkey Masters of Santorini 

SANTORINI, the steep-sided island in the Mediterranean and popular tourist attraction, is also the  

scene of large-scale animal abuse. 

Donkeys have for centuries been ferrying people and 

cargo up the 520 steps from the port to the town of 

Fira on the summit. This is all set to change as the 

outcry over the abuse of the donkeys gains more  

traction. 

 

The increasing number of tourists has meant that the 

equines have been doing more trips a day with heavier 

loads, and are often now recorded suffering from  

spinal injuries, saddle sores, and exhaustion. 

 

Now, in a joint effort, the local mayor, activists, and the 

cruise line industry have launched a campaign to alert 

tourists to the plight of these battling donkeys and try 

to cease the use of them altogether. 

 

“The campaign is about to start,” said Nikos Zorzos, 

the island’s mayor, speaking from Fira, Santorini’s 

clifftop capital. “we’ll be distributing information leaf-

lets. Our mules and donkeys are part of our tradition. 

Younger owners, especially, have understood that they 

need to be looked after.” 

 

In October last year, the Greek government enacted 

legislation making it illegal to burden animals with “any 

load exceeding 100kg, or one-fifth of [their] body 

weight.” Although holidaymakers weren’t mentioned 

specifically, the regulation was interpreted as a ban on 

owners allowing overweight tourists to mount the  

creatures. 

 

But animal welfare campaigners say the buck should 

not only stop with mule’s owners. Visitors, they argue, 

should also make informed decisions. 

 

Catherine Rice, PR officer at The Donkey Sanctuary, 

which launched the initiative, said: “Holidaymakers 

should consider whether donkeys and mules are being 

treated humanely, have enough shade and water, as 

well as whether loads they are being asked to carry are 

suitable. If not, other options, such as walking or taking 

a cable car, might be more responsible.” 

 

Meanwhile, stick-wielding owners of the animals have 

threatened to take physical action against any at-

tempts to publicise the mistreatment, and are chasing 

j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  a w a y . 

Raise your voice here: https://www.change.org/p/the-

mayor-of-santorini-mr-anastasios-nikolaos-zorzos-

boycott-santorini-stop-the-abuse-of-donkeys 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
https://www.change.org/p/the-mayor-of-santorini-mr-anastasios-nikolaos-zorzos-boycott-santorini-stop-the-abuse-of-donkeys
https://www.change.org/p/the-mayor-of-santorini-mr-anastasios-nikolaos-zorzos-boycott-santorini-stop-the-abuse-of-donkeys
https://www.change.org/p/the-mayor-of-santorini-mr-anastasios-nikolaos-zorzos-boycott-santorini-stop-the-abuse-of-donkeys
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Rain will play a role 
 

IT’s been raining all day in the greater Jhb  

area… yes, the type of rain that sinks race 

meetings. We’ve had quite a stunning tipping 

week, and to end it on a high note we’ll side 

with one runner only at Turffies… Come The 

Day (five-time winner with a bit of class and 

Strydom booked) at 5-1 in Race 4, where  

Wonderous Climber is far too short at 14-10.  

All this, if and when they do race.  

 

Turffontein Selections: 

 

Race 1:  (11) Duology (1) The Sands (4) 

Paused (2) Gimme The Fire 

Race 2:  (11) Maasaaqaat  (4) Take My Word 

(3) Notquitethereyet (5) Winning Queen 

Race 3:  (1) Hit For Six (3) Smart Deal (4) The 

Liitogator (2) Flame Fella 

Race 4:  (4) Come The Day (7) Royal Honour 

(8) Lady Val (2) Wonderous Climber 

Race 5:  (3) Trip To Heaven (10) Exquisite 

Touch (3) Speedpoint (1) Pinnacle Point 

Race 6:  (11) Carioca (13) Summer Afternoon 

(3) Covered In Snow (7) Pretty Penny 

Race 7: (10 Fort Ember (3) Social Order (8) 

Secret Potion (2) Dawn Assault 

Race 8:  (7) Glamorous Scandal  (10) Western 

Dance (1) Pilgrim’s Progress (6) African Sun-

bird 

Race 9:  (8) Nowyouseeme (7) Steady Way (6) 

Elusive Butterfly (3) Abelia 
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NEPTUNE Collonges, winner of the Grand National in 2012, 

made his annual visit to the Alder Hey Children’s hospital in 

Liverpool this morning along with many jockeys and racing 

personalities. “It’s always a humbling experience before the 

Grand National,” said Paul Nicholls, who trained the grey. 

 Courtesy visit by ‘National’ hero 

Charlotte made ‘National’ history 

CHARLOTTE Budd, nee Brew, became the first female rider to 

contest the Grand National in 1977, when she was 21 and 

rode Barony Fort. Her mount refused to jump the 26th hurdle 

and did best of the non-finishers. The race was won by the 

legendary Red Rum. 

To exist means to live for Fridays... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

