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THE 2018 Grand National’s famous finish between Pleasant Company and the winner, Tiger Roll (right). 

Aintree Saturday: Racing’s greatest test of stamina 

FOR around 10 minutes of a mid-April Saturday afternoon each year, the British and Irish sporting 

public is captivated by horse racing's greatest steeplechase. 

With its fiendish fences and gruelling four-mile 

(6,400km) trip, the National remains an exacting test 

of staying chasers' stamina and jumping and 40 of 

them go post each year with hope of winning the 

'People's Race'.  

 

The notoriously unpredictable race has produced some 

of British sport's most enduring moments of theatre, 

including Devon Loch's agonising slip into the Mersey-

side mud while leading by half the track with just yards 

to go in 1956.  

 

Then there was outsider Foinaven's victory at 100/1 in 

1967, whose path to victory was opened by a chaotic 

pile-up at the fence that still bears his name.  

 

The perilous Aintree obstacles have also tragically 

claimed some fatalities, although steps have been 

taken in the modern-era to keep horses safe by cutting 

some fences down to size.  

 

The final field of 40 runners will not be decided until a 

matter of hours before the race.  

The Grand National is a handicap, with the better hors-

es carrying the most weight while the outsiders carry 

the least. 

 

Each horse has an OR (official rating) and this will 

largely determine the weight they carry. The maximum 

for this year's National is 11st 10lbs (75kg) and the 

minimum is 10st (63,5kg). 

 

The advanced entries will be listed in handicap order 

after the weights are announced in February, and train-

ers can then withdraw their horses in the proceeding 

weeks if they so choose.  

 

After the field was cut on Wednesday 20 March there 

are currently 81 remaining entries. After his win in the 

Cross Country at Cheltenham, Tiger Roll is the favourite 

and could become the first back-to-back National win-

ner since the legendary Red Rum. 

 

Last year, Davey Russell and Tiger Roll snatched victo-

ry by the skin of their teeth after a captivating race that 

required a photo finish to separate him   (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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GRAND NATIONAL  (fm p1) 

 

from Pleasant Company. 

 

Tiger Roll  is priced at 7/2 in the ante-post market. Other prices include 10/1 for the popular Anibale Fry and 

10/1 for Rathvinden, who has proven form for long distance racing.  - from The Telegraph. 

HAWK-Eye technology will simplify race-reading. (Pic by illustration). 

IN an effort to dispel many misconceptions, to ensure credibility of the highest standard and to  

promote the safety of both jockeys and racehorses, racing operator Phumelela in conjunction with  

Tellytrack have introduced state-of-the-art Hawk-Eye SMART Replay video technology. 

A key advantage will be providing racing fans with  

visual evidence concerning decisions made by stew-

ards and judges. 

 

The sophisticated Hawk-eye technology has been  

successfully used around the world in sports like  

cricket, tennis and soccer – for example to prove that 

a football has or has not crossed the goal line when a 

referee is uncertain. 

 

Hawk-Eye was first introduced into racing in Australia. 

 

It has been used on the Highveld racing circuit for the 

past three weeks, putting control of all live broadcast 

angles into the hands of the stipes on course. 

 

Hawk-Eye enables officials to quickly and accurately 

adjudicate on infringements such as excessive use of 

the crop or illegal race riding by the jockeys. 

“We have really come a long way,” said Chief  

Stipendiary Steward Lyle Anderson. “Stewards used to 

sit up in towers to read and report on races, and then 

we had the VHS tape and DVD era. 

 

“This Hawk-Eye is a game changer. It allows us to pull 

up as many as four different angles of the same inci-

dent on one screen, and we can actually view them 

simultaneously. 

 

“We can also zoom in and out of live racing visuals – 

something we couldn’t do before. And we can 

‘bookmark’ an incident and go back and review it at 

the click of a button. In the past, you’d have to pull up 

a tape to do this. Now we can review incidents from as 

far back as four or five meetings in a matter of sec-

onds.” 

 

As far as incidents at the starting stalls or   (to page 7) 

Innovative Hawk-Eye system will bring  

new angles to race-reading 
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Dubai 2019 memories 
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JAMIE Osborne. 

Osborne gets a ‘fast one’ 

at Ascot Breeze-Ups 
TRAINER Jamie Osborne will be hoping that good things come 

to those who wait having bought the last – and most expensive 

– horse to go through the ring at the Tattersalls Ascot Breeze-

Up Sale for £110,000 on Wednesday. 

 

The son of Swiss Spirit, offered by Knockanglass Stables,  

ensured the Ascot sales ring remained busy until the end, with 

plenty of prospective purchasers hanging around to try to land 

the horse who reportedly clocked the fastest two-furlong time 

during the pre-sale breeze. 

 

"He's your ticket to Royal Ascot," said auctioneer Richard  

Botterill as the colt, a half-brother to the Group 3-placed 

March, made his way around the ring. 

 

Osborne traded increases of £5,000 with Matt Coleman until 

the hammer eventually fell in favour of the Lambourn trainer. 

 

"He's a gorgeous horse, he clocked the fastest time and he has 

plenty of scope," said Osborne, before adding: "On the down-

side he's by a pretty cold stallion, but Thomond [O'Mara, 

Knockanglass Stables] is a good friend and has been  

recommending this horse for a long time. Time will tell, but 

hopefully not too much time!" 

 

The colt showed the impact an impressive time can have on a 

two-year-old's value, having been pinhooked by Kilronan Stud 

for just €15,000 in a private sale at last year's 

Goffs Orby Sale. 

The transaction saw Osborne bookend the 

auction, having also purchased the first lot 

through the ring, a Fountain of Youth colt for 

£30,000, while he also went to £60,000 for a 

Gutaifan colt offered by Meadowview Stables 

having been pinhooked for €12,000.  -RP 

Bloodstock 

We’re temped by lots of value  
 

AFTER a good single-strike bet like we had with 

Seattle Force on Tuesday we are always tempt-

ed to “tip the whole field”, and that is always 

dangerous because one can fall flat and hard 

on your face. But there does seem to be big 

value about several today, and from a whole 

bunch of first selections ranging from 6-1 to 

26-1 we’ll pick the three Vaal-trained runners 

Written In Stone (14-1, competitive form in 

open race), Westwing Belter (10-1, comes 

from strong formline) and Scoop (11-2, good 

run in blinkers last, should go close). 
 

Vaal Selections: 
 

Race 1:  (6) Montreal Mist (16) Zodiac Prin-

cess (4) Flagship Fund (2) Cotopaxi 

Race 2:  (4) Written In Stone (3) Western Oasis 

(2) One Of Our Own (5) Sunburst 

Race 3:  (9) Jash (3) Crimson God (10) Puton-

theredlight  (11) Oyster King 

Race 4:  (15) Westwing Belter (1) Eskimo Kiss-

es (6) Captain’s Legacy (14) Viyeta 

Race 5:  (1) Oravar (5) Chief Of State (3) Ameri-

can Hustle (8) Royal Cavalier 

Race 6:  (4) Scoop (5) Galactic Warrior (3) Pur-

ple Diamond )1) Winter Storm 

Race 7:  (3) Bulllsade (7) Boss Babe (2) Ouro 

(10) Colour Of Light 

Race 8: (14) Sweet Trial (2) Moshav (10) Bat-

tle Creek (11) Le Tigre 

Race 9:  (13) Snow In Seattle (16) In The 

Game (4) Baahir (6) Anjaal 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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HAWK-EYE TECHNOLOGY (fm p2) 
 

the finish line are concerned, Anderson  

confirmed that stewards can pause, rewind, 

fast forward and zoom in and out of live visuals, 

ensuring that final race results sent out to the 

betting public are always 100% correct. 

 

“The welfare of horses is paramount,” said 

Hyde. “The bookmarking and zooming in and 

out will help us monitor jockeys’ use of the 

crop. We will now be able to clearly see how 

many times a horse has been struck and that’s 

needed at the moment – just look what’s been 

happening at America’s Santa Anita racetrack. 

 

“People need to remember that horses can’t 

talk to us so we, stewards and vets, are their 

voices. 

 

“We want to send out a message of clean rac-

ing to viewers – both new and old,” said Hyde. 

 

“As a far as final decisions are concerned, no 

one can dispute when you show them visual 

proof. That’s the beauty of this.” - TAB News. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Aintree beefs up security 

SECURITY at Aintree has been stepped up before the three-

day Randox Health Grand National meeting after vandals 

gained access to the course, causing superficial damage to 

the track last Saturday morning.  Police also aim to protect 

racegoers from aggressive Scousers and blind drunk morons, 

the kind who have disrupted several British race meetings 

with on-course brawls in recent months. Ladies Day gets  

underway on Friday which sees fashionistas show off their 

unique style ahead of the big race on Saturday.  

Eugene and the horses he rode in on 

AFRIKANER Nationalist and AWB Leader Eugene 

Terre’Blanche famously fell off his black stallion, Raaf, during 

a right-wing rally in Pretoria on 8 March 1992. On March 30, 

2000, Terre’Blanche rode another black horse, Atilla, into the 

Potchefstroom prison to start his jail sentence. On his return 

to public life, he wrote poems before he was hacked to death 

on his farm almost exactly nine years ago on April 3, 2010. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

