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TWILIGHT Moon, rising star from Paul Matchett’s yard. (JC Photos) 

Thoroughbred market always rewards the wylie 

ONE has to outlay a fortune to acquire a Stakes winner, right? Wrong. Not if the results of the  

weekend's Turffontein meeting are anything to go by, writes ADA VAN DER BENT. 

Four of the seven Graded Stakes contested on Derby 

day went the way of runners purchased at auction for a 

combined total of R155,000. With the National Year-

ling Sale fast approaching, prospective buyers can take 

heart, that's less than half the average price of 

R362,649 attained at last year's sale. 

 

The first of the day's juvenile events, the Gr.3 Pretty 

Polly Stakes, saw trainer Romeo Francis upstage the 

bigger yards when his 'cheapie' Palace Of Dreams 

snuck in under the radar to lose her maiden tag with a 

sweeping run, defeating Mike de Kock's favourite Gin 

Fizz by a half length.  

 

From the second crop of promising young stallion 

Potala Palace, she was nabbed by Francis for the bar-

gain basement price of R15,000 at last year's 2YO 

Sale from breeders Ridgemont Highlands.  

Paul Matchett's unheralded Twilight Moon, who 

shared the spoils with De Kock's Frosted Gold in the 

Storm Bird Stakes, proved that was no fluke when he 

outgunned his rival by just over a length in the Gr.3 

Protea Stakes.  

 

The first-crop son of Wylie Hall is fast proving to be a 

dream horse for his owners the Wentzels. Plucked 

from the KZN Sales for a paltry R20,000, he has al-

ready returned that tenfold, this first Graded success 

pushing his stakes earnings past the R200,000 mark. 

 

For the princely sum of R180,000, one could have 

purchased the first two past the post in the Gr.3 Man 

O'War Sprint. The winner Van Halen cost co-owner Fito 

Englezakis R100,000 at the Cape Premier Yearling 

Sale, a sum returned in a flash at two when the Orato-

rio gelding claimed the Gr.1 Gold Medallion.   (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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WYLIE BUYERS GET THE BEST (fm p1) 

 

That now looks small change, considering Saturday's 

Gr.3 victory pushed his earnings past R820,000. Run-

ner-up and beaten just a neck, was the  

progressive Russian Prince, yet another promising 

Potala Palace offspring. Coming off a fine hat-trick, the 

Azzie-trained gelding cost owner Preggie  

Somasundram all of R80,000 as a two-year-old. 

 

Prominent owner Chris van Niekerk no doubt blushed 

after his champion filly Return Flight added the Gr.2 

SA Oaks to her Gr.1 SA Fillies Classic win. No stranger 

to spending big at the sales, he 'stole' the daughter of 

his July winner Pomodoro for just R20,000 from  

Ridgemont Highlands stud manager Mike Sharkey as 

a yearling.  Last season's champion juvenile filly, her 

cut of theOaks purse boosted her earnings to over R1.9 

million, in addition to which she now rates a live candi-

date for a second Equus award! 

 

Van Niekerk's faith in Pomodoro has seen him  

purchase a veritable stableful of his former champ's 

progeny, a shrewd move, considering he races  

arguably the young stallion's two best runners to date.  

 

From a purely financial angle, his purchase of Cirillo 

must be considered a stroke of genius. Snapped up for 

a mere R60,000 as a Ready to Run two-year-old, the 

Riverton-bred colt has turned into a moneyspinner par 

excellence, winning two multi-million sales races this 

season. On Saturday, his brave second in the Gr.1 HF 

Oppenheimer Horse Chestnut took his earnings past 

the R4,5-million mark.   -tt. 

PRINCESS Charlene, flanked by Rob Scott and Larry Wainstein on a 

the previous Royal Race Day at Turffontein. 

HSH Princess Charlene will be 

Charity’s Lady Resplendent  

It doesn’t always have to be a knight in shining armour who 

rescues a princess. Sometimes the princess can be the one 

doing the rescuing. 

When it comes to our very own Princess Charlene of Monaco, that is 

exactly how the story has unfolded so far, and on 13 April, the next 

chapter in the fairy-tale will be written. 

 

Hosting the Royal Race Day at Turffontein, HSH Charlene, Princess 

of Monaco, will once again ensure that Gugulesizwe Primary School 

and Lesabe Primary School in Benoni will be the main beneficiaries, 

receiving a donation of R50,000 each. 

 

The Princess launched her Princess Charlene of Monaco Founda-

tion at the Gugulesizwe Primary School grounds in 2012. She has 

also donated her childhood swimming medals to the school to in-

spire young learners who have an interest in pursuing a swimming 

career. 

 

On her most recent visit to South Africa in February this year, Prin-

Princess Charlene, who hails from Beno-

ni, also visited the school, accompanied 

by her children, the royal four-year-old 

twins Princess Gabriella and hereditary 

Prince Jacques. 

 

“I have taken a personal interest in the 

school and I will support them and do my 

best to make sure that the learners at 

the school are exposed to great sports, 

health and safety, so that they can build 

a great community around them,” she 

said. 

 

A number of learners from these two 

schools will be hosted at Turffontein on 

the Royal Race Day where they will play a 

significant role in welcoming Princess 

Charlene on her arrival. 

 

The Royal Race Day is an annual event 

held in honour of Princess Charlene at 

the Turffontein Racecourse in Johannes-

burg and as always it will feature a very 

strong charity component focusing on 

children. 

 

“I look forward to attending this year’s 

Royal Race Day at the historic Turffontein 

Racecourse and, of course, continuing 

the support of a number of worthy caus-

es,” she said. 

 

“To have the horse-racing community 

rally behind this is quite extraordinary. 

Hopefully the day will also contribute to 

restoring some of the glamour back into 

the sport of racing.” 

 

the focus will be on family entertainment 

and, of course, the sport of kings, with 

the running of the Grade 1 HSH Princess 

Charlene Empress Club Stakes for fillies 

and mares over 1600m with total stakes 

of R1,000,000.   - tt. 
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COLE Dickin and Tyrell Maharaj. 

SA apprentices will spend a month at Newmarket 
THE UK’s Childwick Trust has welcomed South Africa’s Cole Dickin and Tyrell Maharaj for their one-

month scholarship at Newmarket. 

Cole (21) and Tyrell (19) are members of the South 

African Jockey Academy (SAJA) in Durban and were 

the lucky winners of the selection process. 

 

The aim of the month-long stay is to give them the 

opportunity to experience horseracing in the UK, 

learn as much as they can and also spend time work-

ing for a Newmarket based trainer. 

 

Their time begins with the one-week Overseas Ap-

prentice course where they join other Apprentices 

from Germany and Denmark.  This is an intensive 

week’s training led by Senior Jockey Coach Richard 

Perham and also includes sessions by Jon Pitts on 

Rider Performance, Julia Scott Douglas on Nutrition 

and a fitness assessment with Yariv Kam. 

As well as riding and coaching in the saddle, Cole and 

Tyrell will be given the opportunity to learn more about 

British Racing with visits to National Stud, Palace House 

and the Breeze-up sales.  - brs.org.uk. 

SAJA riding master Laurence O’Donoghue with  

SAJA ‘Old Boy’, Muzi Yeni. 
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ALMOND Eye won the Dubai Turf without breaking into a full gallop. Looked like that, anyway! 

Almond Eye may clash with Enable at York 
JAPANESE superstar Almond Eye - impressive winner of last Saturday's $6 million Dubai Turf - is on 

course for a clash with dual Arc De Triomphe winner, Enable, in the Juddmonte International at York in 

August. 

Winner of the Fillies Triple Crown and Japan Cup in her 

home country, the filly had her biggest payday in Dubai 

with winning jockey, Christophe Lemaire, predicting 

more to come. "There are some big victories on the 

horizon for her." 

 

If Almond Eye does travel to York which trainer Sakae 

Kunieda says is a distinct possibility, it will be a huge 

"box office" event for the Yorkshire track particularly if 

last year's Arc runner-up, Sea Of Class, is also in the 

field. 

 

"It would be a huge honour and delight to see Almond 

Eye on the Knavesmire. We're very aware of the follow-

ing racing has in Japan and the following that the filly 

has there," said York chief executive, William Derby. 

 

Enable's trainer, John Gosden, has indicated that Ena-

ble will make her seasonal bow in the Coronation Cup 

at the Investec Derby meeting with a third Arc triumph 

the goal for his star filly.  - David Mollett. 

@turftalk1 
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ANNAMARIE Phelps, Vice-Chair of the British Olym-

pic Committee and a former Olympic rower, has 

been appointed as the new chair of the British 

Horseracing Authority, the BHA announced on Tues-

day. Phelps will start on June 1 and while it will be 

her first role in racing, she has worked for a variety 

of governing bodies dealing with complex political 

and regulatory issues and was the chair of British 

Rowing. Representing Britain in the women’s eight 

in the 1996 Atlanta Games, Phelps also chaired the 

independent review into British Cycling in 2017. 

 

“I relish the opportunity to work in British racing,” 

said Phelps, who was a world champion in 1993 

and earned a CBE for services to rowing in 2016. 

“Everything I’ve seen and heard tells me that racing 

people are passionate about their sport, proud of its 

magnificent heritage and unified by a love of  

horses. I am looking forward to working with new  

colleagues at the BHA and across the sport. My  

priority is to help with the immediate challenges we 

face, but I am excited by the opportunities for racing 

to grow and flourish in the years ahead.         - TDN 

Phelps is new Chair of BHA 
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Channelling the ghost of Sleipnir 

WHEN an animal is born with an "extra" digit, the disorder is 

known as a polydactyl, polydactyly, or polydactylism. This  

photo of an eight-hoofed polydactyl horse comes from the 

California State Library and dates back to the 1870s, a time 

when several of then were born and said to have been 

‘channelling the ghost of Sleipnir’. In  Norse  

mythology, Sleipnir (Old Norse "slippy" or "the slipper" is an 

eight-legged horse ridden by Odin. Sleipnir also appears 

in Icelandic folklore, in works of art, literature, software, and 

in the names of ships.  

‘Networking’ at Royal Ascot 

TRAINER Jamie Osborne arrived early at Royal Ascot on  

Tuesday for the 2019 Ascot Two-Year-old “Breeze-up” sale, 

presented by Tattersalls, and decided to do some early  

spadework, networking with potential buyers. Two years ago, 

the sale had a clearance rate of 80% and turnover breaking 

£2 million, though it slumped to  50% in 2018. The sale  

continues this afternoon. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

