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 Tuesday 2 April 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

GR3 Caradoc Cup winner Sunshine Silk was a “good thing” in Molly’s book. (JC Photos). 

 ‘Woody’ is always among the feature winners  
WHILE the drama sadly unfolded around two Mike De Kock favourites on Saturday, one man  

reminded us why he's a five-times champion trainer with a list of Summer Cup winners his legendary 

father-in-law, Terrance Millard, would be proud of. 

If you were stuck on a desert island, Geoff Woodruff is 

the kind of guy you could rely on to get you out of  

trouble. The Epsom-born (where I'll be shortly) 63 year-

old is - quite simply - an unflappable individual. 

 

Anyone who read my Business Day column on Friday 

will know I considered Saturday's Pick 6 as easy. Only 

three horses in the first leg, banker Soqrat, banker 

Hawwaam and banker Geoff's filly, Sunshine Silk. 

 

Although one isn't going to mention Sunshine Silk in 

the same breath as former stable stars like El Picha 

and Louis The King, the Silvano filly has more than 

recouped her purchase price of R475000 and jockey 

Marco Van Rensburg - riding at the top of his game - 

had his mount perfectly placed throughout the 2850m 

of the Caradoc Cup. 

 

Van Rensburg chalked up the double for "The Guv" 

when successful on Insignis in the Jacaranda  

Handicap - the only surprise being that this  

Lammerskraal owned and bred daughter of Go Deputy 

is only a four-time winner. Her dam is a full-sister to 

Equus champion, Ice Cube.                           (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

LAMMERSKRAAL’s Pieter Graaff would have been delighted with the victory of Insignis. (JC Photos). 

‘WOODY’ IS THE MAN (fm p1) 

 

On big days like Saturday, Sean Tarry can be relied on to churn 

out the winners and bargain buy, Return Flight, landed another 

graded prize for Sean with Piere Strydom ensuring there was 

no crash landing on the R20000 daughter of super young sire, 

Pomodoro. 

 

I joked with Chris van Niekerk that he was probably paying off 

breeder, Mike Sharkey, at R5K a month and then inquired how 

they managed to get a filly out of a four-time winner so  

cheaply. 

 

"Simple - yet another one selected by Sean who is different 

class when picking yearlings. He picked French Navy and also 

Cirillo,' said Sean's brother, Mark. 

 

Cirillo - a R300000 buy from Riverton Stud - took his earnings 

over R4,5 million when giving Soqrat a run for his money in the 

Horse Chestnut Stakes. 

 

We seem to have forgotten that trainer Weiho Marwing used to 

be a force to be reckoned with in big races so - with the De 

Kock team making the right call in the SA Derby regarding 

Hawwaam - Samurai Warrior stepped in to make it a red-letter 

day for the Turffontein trainer and the colt's passionate own-

ers, Mr and Mrs Potgieter. 

 

I happened to cross paths with Weiho while he was en route to 

the parade ring. "Great to see you, Davey," he said without  

adding I should have R50 each-way on his R50000 buy from 

Hemel 'n Aarde Stud! 

 

Thanks to Alec Laird and Raymond Danielson, who now knows 

the quirks of Fire And Rescue better than any lady he's dated, 

this writer ended the day on the plus side and it prompted 

plenty of celebration in Kelvin's popular bar.  - tt. 

Seattle Force could give  

Yamoto a run for his money 
 

THE only runner in our favourite 4-1 and up-

wards range today is Seattle Force (Race 4), 

who is settling down with ace trainer Stuart 

Pettigrew and could give the short-priced  

Yamoto something to think about. Include both 

in Pick 6 and Jackpot perms. We thought 

Whitehaven (Race 6), would be in the 5-1 

range but he opened at 7-2, which seems too 

short. If he drifts to 9-2 and up he becomes a 

Value bet too. The exotics look winnable with 

only a few needed in each Race. Take a 

chance! 

 

Turffontein Selections: 
 

Race 1:  (8) Martha (7) Lisa Marie (12) Way Of 

The World (1) African Midnight 

Race 2:  (10) Magic Vision (4) Creation (11) 

Silver Sea (2) Bartholomeus 

Race 3:  (2) Lasair (1) Dry Your Eyes (6) Feitas 

Flyer (3) Tripple Z 

Race 4: (3) Seattle Force (1) Yamoto (2) War 

Legend (4) French Leave 

Race 5:  (4) Vistula (6) On The Double (3) La 

Bastide (1) La Belle Mia 

Race 6:  (2) Whitehaven (6) Oh Lucky Man (1) 

Artemisia (4) Sovereign Reign 

Race 7:  (3) Rock A Roll Dancer (2) Firdoas (8) 

Explosive Kiss (5) With Of The West 

Race 8:  (2) Josi De Nero (4) Hareer (5) Super 

Fine (3) Golden Spiral 
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Soqrat stays at MR124 
 

THE NHA’s Handicapping Panel has not changed their as-

sessment of star colt SOQRAT, who remains unchanged on 

a rating of 124 after his win in the Grade 1 Horse Chestnut 

Stakes over 1600m.  

 

This performance confirms SOQRAT’S status as the best 

three-year-old colt over 1600m presently in training, but it 

was felt that he by no means needed to improve on his 124 

rating to win this race. It was fourth placed TILBURY FORT 

who was used the line horse to rate this race. 

 

The strength of the three-year-old crop was greatly under-

lined in the Horse Chestnut Stakes, with CIRILLO beaten 

less than one length into second and finishing well ahead 

of the older horses. This looks to be an outstanding crop of 

three-year-old males, and in the wake of this performance 

CIRILLO’S rating has been upped from 111 to 114. 

 

The Handicappers took into consideration that UNAGI is a 5 

year old that has not been able to win for almost 2 years 

and only adjusted him to 106 and not the 110 he achieved.  

In other changes, CASCAPEDIA was dropped from 110 to 

109, LEGAL EAGLE had his rating cut from 120 to 118, AL 

DANZA drops to 104 from 106, and WILL PAYS is down 

from 114 to 112. 

The Handicappers are satisfied that a rating of 105 is a fair 

reflection of Gr1 SA Derby winner SAMURAI WARRIOR’S 

performance and the race level is still 10 MR points below 

the international threshold for a Grade 1 race.   -tt. 

SOQRAT, star on the block. An unusual press release 
 

JOIN us down in the Paradise City, where the grass 

is green and the girls are pretty. Oh, you will feel so 

at home. 

 

Come and get your share of the fortune and fame. 

Take a bit of a gamble and change the game. 

 

Oh, come on down to Turffontein. 

 

Oh yes babe, on Saturday 4 May 2019 racing will 

rock you with the Gins N’ Roses Festival on what is 

also known as Champions Day. 

 

It’s going to be hard racing, great music and a 

smooth party as you select from 20 different Gin 

brands showcasing their very best – from  

straight-up to the most elaborate cocktails. 

 

Gates open at 11am and while general entrance 

to the racecourse is free, you only have to fork out 

R150 to get into the Gins N’ Roses Marquee. And 

that includes a tasting voucher. 

 

Oh, you will feel so at home. 

 

Don’t make the mistake and think this party is for 

the racing experts. It’s for everyone who wants to 

celebrate life, music, the changing of the seasons, 

and of course, Gin. 

 

Yes, there will be racing. And yes, it will be spec-

tacular. And yes, there will be someone to show 

you the ropes when it comes to racing and  

wagering – if you want to learn. Tickets are availa-

ble through Webtickets. –Phumelela. 



5 

 

NOBODY told multiple UK Champion Jockey 

Kieren Fallon that there was treatment for  

severe depression, so he retired far too early 

and almost gave up on life. Predictably he is 

much better now, travelling the world and  

enjoying his racing again. Fallon is seen here  

congratulating his former colleague Christophe 

Soumillon with his second Gr1 Dubai World 

Cup win last Saturday. Who knows, King Kieren 

may still make a comeback! Below, Soumillon 

offers Thunder Snow a snack on Sunday  

morning. 

Winx is the perfect model 
 

AS Winx nears the end of her record-breaking career, she will 

be remembered not only for her achievements on the race-

track, but for her lasting impact off it. 

 

While this description might be easy to dismiss as enthusias-

tic hyperbole from an adoring owner, Winx was equally as 

camera-ready when the Vogue team visited her recently in 

Sydney’s Rosehill, where she resides under the watchful eye 

of trainer Chris Waller.  

 

The stakes for this exclusive photo shoot were almost as high 

as one of her races: it was the first time she was to be  

photographed portrait-style on a custom-built set, alongside 

Australian model Nya Leth. The pressure became even great-

er when it was discovered that Leth had never been so close 

to a horse before, let alone touched one. 

 

“[Winx’s] team were worried, because there were so many 

cameras and lights and you just never know how a horse is 

going to respond,” explained Sophie Baker, who is part of the 

Chris Waller racing team. “Just before she was due to come 

in, another younger horse walked past [the set] and started 

jumping around and kicking. They were worried she would 

respond the same way.” 

 

But just as on race day, Winx knew exactly what was  

expected of her. “She was a perfect little lady. It was like she 

was a model,” says Baker.  -vogue.com,.au. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Medyan Pick 6 paid R1,992,30 
 
THE Pick 6 in Meydan on Dubai World Cup Day, 30 

March 2019, paid a consolation prize to punters for 

5 out of 6 legs correct, as well as the usual 6 out of 

6 main prize. 

 

The results page on tabonline is unfortunately show-

ing only the dividend of the consolation prize, which 

amounts to R22.30. 

 

The dividend for 6 out of 6 should be shown as R 

1,922.30. 

 

Phumelela can confirm that the Pick 6 for Meydan 

on 9 March, encountered the same issue. 

 

The 5 out of 6 returned R4.80, whereas the 6 out of 

6 paid an amount of R239.80. 

 

Phumelela can assure customers that all dividends 

paid out for these events were paid correctly, as per 

the values stipulated above. 

 

Phumelela’s IT Division has made the necessary 

software adjustments to ensure that in future, all 

the Pick 6 dividends will be displayed. 

 

Phumelela apologises for any inconvenience 

caused.  - TAB News. 

@turftalk1 

htpp://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Cheap staff, no union trouble 

VETERAN UK trainer Mick Easterby has addressed a general 

shortage of staff in the UK industry by using his dog Patsie as 

a work rider. “She does it for a handful of dog treats,” said 

Easterby. No photo-shopping here, and insiders reported this 

was no April Fool’s joke. Go to mickeasterby.co.uk and you 

can read all about Patsie, who is listed under “Staff” as a 

“work rider”. We’ll wait for more news on this item! 

NO doubts about the authenticity of this photo: It’s one of 

Mike de Kock’s long-serving grooms, “Shorty” Feni, with a 

cheque for $US1,500 for best-turned out horse, Yulong 

Prince, before Saturday’s Dubai Turf at Meydan. 

A big bonus for South African groom 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.mickeasterby.co.uk/services/staff.cfm

