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BREAKING NEWS! 

TAB introduces the Big Boep Bonanza! 
FOLLOWING the success of Racing Roulette, TAB will be launching “BBB” or “The Big 
Boep Bonanza”, online and in all off-course outlets. 

The bet will follow the eating habits of several  
racing personalities and the aim will be to determine 
which one of the selected personalities will reach a 
targeted 160kg first.  
 
“We’ll be throwing some money at this,” said Rob 
Scott, Phumelela’s Sports Betting Executive. “It’s 
exciting, because we’ll have secret cameras  
following them to restaurants and fast food outlets 
so punters can see who is making the most progress. 
Each BBB contestant will be quoted at a fixed price, 
and their tote payouts will be determined by support 
for respective contestants. 

We envisage that at least one will reach the magic 
160kg mark within about three months, so we’d like 
to launch this bet at the end of the week.  
 
Scott said that BBB is likely to be expanded into 
“Reverse Big Boep Bonanza” (RBBB) as well, the 
idea is being discussed. 
 
He said: “There are a few racing personalities who 
are already over the 160kg mark, so the challenge 
here will be to determine who will lose weight to 
break  through that barrier in reverse.” The betting 
unit will be R10 per single win bet. 

The Big Boep Bonanza (BBB) contestants, 2019 

HERE ARE THE FIRST CONTESTANTS, WITH ODDS QUOTED. CONSIDER EMOTIONAL DISPOSITION AND  
FINANCIAL STATE OF EACH CONTESTANT BEFORE PLACING BETS. BET WITH CAUTION. NO UNDER 18s ARE 
ALLOWED TO BET.  SO, WHO OF THESE CONTESTANTS WILL REACH 160KG FIRST? 

1. CLYDE BASEL, 18-10 

Clyde is now working even 
closer with caterers Isizwe 
at Phumelela’s Hospitality 
Division, meaning easier 

access to food.  He could be 
the closest of all to 160kg 
but his height (lack of) is 
deceptive and he has also 

lost weight nicely at times. 
Not a certainty, in our opin-
ion. Wait for a betting drift. 

2. JJ VD LINDEN, 22-10 

JJ lives by the motto, “If 
we’re not meant to have 
midnight snacks, why is 

there a light in the fridge?” 
He is also an honorary 

member of The Grillhouse 
in Rivonia, where he spends 

most of his leisure time, 
He’s picking up weight at a 
steady rate and we think 22-

10 about JJ is value! 

3. CHARL PRETORIUS 4-1 

Perennially battling with 
vices, Charl has turned to 
eating. He says he doesn’t 
come racing because there 
are no more media invites 

and he is scared of Lebanese 
with baseball bats. Truth is, 
Charl is ashamed of his beer
-belly and could eat himself 
right back into rehab before 

year-end. Worth a bet. 

4. JACK MILNER  5-1 

Also known as “The 
Man With No Arse”, 

Jack relies on braces to 
keep his pants up, and he 
has a collection of fatty-
stained shirts. For exer-

cise, Jack walks his dogs 
every day, but it doesn’t 

help when he stops at 
Steers on the way back! 

Nice value at 5s. 

CONT.. 
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The Big Boep Bonanza (BBB) contestants, 2019 

5. MIKE DE KOCK  8-1 

Mike de Kock claims to hit the 
scale around 105kg, but we’re 
wondering about that. It is a 

known fact that he plays regular 
golf and works out in his private 
gym every day, but he is one of 

those unlucky fitness fanatics who, 
come hell or high water, only 

seems to accumulate muscle mass 
in the abdominal area. Mike, the 
genius, can win anything he puts 
his mind to. Challenge him and 

take all the 8-1 you can get! 

6. GRANT KNOWLES  14-1 

Grant Knowles is most certainly not 
shy of food, in fact his lavish lunches 
and dinners after work are quite leg-
endary and he’s into triple figures on 
the scale. In the lucky position to be 

under the age of 50, however, and his 
metabolism is still relatively fast, 
otherwise he would have been in 

trouble. For now, Grant is best avoid-
ed in the market, even at 14s, but 

undoubtedly one to watch when he 
turns 50 and future BBB competitions 
are launched. One for the notebook. 

RBBB  
CONTESTANTS 

Reverse big boep… 

1. ROUVAUN SMIT  150-1 

Racing’s 6X man, Rouvaun keeps to 
himself and is not fazed by mockery. 
“I let my mouth do the talking,” he 

says before every Royal Ascot com-
mentary and  upsized Burger King 

Whopper. No professional punter will 
touch him, and bookmakers will glad-

ly be laying 150-1. 

WHO WILL GO  BACK TROUGH 160KG? 

2. PHIL GEORGIOU 200-1 

No chance of the affable Greek, Phil 
Georgiou, slipping through the back 

door. By his own admission, he loves 
food too much. Phil presently  

resembles an oil barrel, he may have 
swallowed Paul Lafferty! 

Vermaak, Pepper to launch 
Green Pepper Travel Agency 

JOURNEYMEN Justin Vermaak of Green Street Bloodstock fame and 
Gareth Pepper, recently named Australia’s ‘Miss Male Congeniality’ 
have decided to start a travel agency, ‘Green Pepper Travel’. 

Both young guns are spending more time overseas than in their own country, 
and they have decided to combine talents doing something unique. The only 
point of contention at this point is where the agency’s Head Office will be. 
Vermaak’s first choice is Liverpool, while Pepper wants to do business  
from a luxury cruiser somewhere between Singapore and Perth.   
 
Both, at times, have threatened to “get out of racing”, to which one  
observer today replied, “Not a moment too soon,” and Pepper said: “Our 
work in SA is done. There is an abundance of skilled young talent in the 
ranks of workers and administrators and as we’ve seen they’ve all moved  
mountains, made a huge difference. Time for something new!” 
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Tellytrack boss wants sweeping changes 
TIPSTERS WILL TIP FOR “FRONT END OF QUARTETS” 

NEWLY appointed Tellytrack head, Colleen Goodman, will be making sweeping changes at the  

station, mostly to do with presenters, the way they tip and their manner of presentation. 

In an internal memo sent to Tellytrack staff and leaked to 
Turf Talk, Goodman writes: “Dear staff, as you know I 
am new to racing and I am not familiar with all the  
different bets and terms. However, I have been watching 
all of you keenly, listening to the presentations at every 
meeting and I will be instituting the following changes: 
 
(1) When tipping on air, the term “back end of quar-

tets” will henceforth be banned. All of you are 
guilty of using this too often. My strong sugges-
tion is that you tip horses for “the front end of 
quartets” as this strikes me as something punters 
would want! 

(2) The term “there or thereabouts”, to indicate 
where  you think a horse will finish is banned for 
good. To my best knowledge there exist no such 
option on betting slips. A horse can win, or place. 

(3) The term “eluded to” is banned, as in “...trainer X 
eluded to winning race 5.” This is too cloak and 
dagger. Put the trainers on the spot. It’s a winning 
chance, or a place chance, let them answer that in 
straight terms. No eluding to. 

(4) Do not use the words “definitely” and “possibly” 
alongside each other in a sentence. For God’s sake, 
I’ve heard it twice... “this horse is “definitely  
possibly” a banker. This is straight contradiction in 
the same sentence. Punters must be scratching 
their heads! 

(5) Do not use “boys and girls” instead of colts and 
fillies. Boys and girls are humans that go to prima-
ry school. Colts and fillies compete in horse races. 

(6) Please confirm pronunciation of the following: 
-Is it ‘QueRari’ or ‘Quaaari?’ (In reference to the 
stallion) 
-What is trainer G Terzi’s name? Is it Gokhan, 
Gorghan or Georgian?  Phone the trainer please, 
get it right! 

(7) Refrain immediately from using the phrase, “The 
smaller the field, the bigger the upset.” There 
exists not a shred of evidence for this, quite the 
contrary. Look at the race, containing 3 or 20 hors-
es, and find one winner. Punters want pertinent 
information, not mythical nonsense. 

(8) Stop repeating race card information for every 
single horse in the bloody race. “Number One is so 
and so trained by so and so ridden by so and so…” 
Punters know that. Get to the point! 

 
I trust that these suggestions will be adhered to  

immediately. 
 

With love, 
Colleen. 

TIP FOR THE FRONT END OF 

QUARTETS! 

Zuckerberg will help to ban 
‘Booooo..oooommm! 

FACEBOOK’s Mark Zuckerberg (photo), in response 
to letters and mails from racing fans worldwide, 
has decided to write an algorithm that  
automatically deletes the word, “Boom!” in conver-
sations about horse racing. When more than one ‘o; 
is used, as in “boooooo… m”, the Facebook user will 
be banned for life. 
 
Zuckerberg said in statement: “I have been inundated 
with complaints. The problem seems to be the  
mushrooming Facebook tipping community, in which 
every Tom, Dick and Harry now fancies himself a  
racing tipster, or in SA’s case, every Jan, Piet and Koos.  
 
“So every time these imbeciles fluke a winner, they 
exclaim “boom” as if their tipping of a winner caused a 
monumental explosion in racing ranks. Having gone 
through this with other readers in relation to various 
wars, I know how irritated people get with show-offs. 
Nobody gives a damn! ‘Boom’, to me, relates to a FB 
poster dropping a loud, obnoxious fart or ending it all 
with a self-inflicted bullet to the brain. 
 
“I have instructed my coders to look into this, and my 
mates at Twitter and Instagram have been notified. 
Booming success to all punters! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Z. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turfalk1
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READERS PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS THE THIRD TURF TALK SPECIAL “APRIL 1” EDITION, INTENDED TO 

ENTERTAIN. ALL ARTICLES ARE PARODIES BASED  ON THE HORSE RACING COMMUNITY AND ITS 

CHARACTERS AND ARE NOT TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY.  SIMILARITIES ARE INCIDENTAL. 

Jell’s Kitchen 
 
STEVEN Jell, who married 
Jessica Slack in 2017 and re-
sides at Mauritzfontein Stud in 
Kimberley, will be opening 
“Jell’s Kitchen” in May, and 
he is flying over Michelin Star 
Chef Gordon Ramsay as a ce-
lebrity guest.  Jell explained: 
“Married life is cool. In the 
morning I make Jessica some 
breakfast and then, after a mid-
morning nap, I fix her some 
lunch. I’ve become a good 
chef in my own right this last 
year, so we’ve turned a part of 
our house into a country res-
taurant where I will be serving 
breakfast and lunch five days a 
week, which leaves Saturday 
and Sunday for game drives 
and travel. I’ve grown a bit of 
a pot-belly recently as well so 
I don’t want to let cooking 
take over my life! The restau-
rant will be open to everyone 
in and around Kimberley. Fri-
day lunches will be free, since 
plenty of residents here in 
Kimberley are starving and 
giving back to the community 
is my social duty. In all, it 
gives me something to do, we 
all live in an ideal world! 

TELEVISION sets at Cape racecourses were installed  by Rip van Winkle.  

THE Board of Kenilworth Racing will soon be replacing TV sets in  
various enclosures and function rooms at Kenilworth and Durbanville. 

KR Joint Chairman Robert Bloomberg 
said that pressure from on-course punt-
ers had become “just too much” and 
commented: “One old-timer  
approached me the other day, pointed to 
a TV set in the lower level at Kenil-
worth and said, ‘I watched Mark Antho-
ny win the Met in 1982 on that very TV, 
I know because I won big money that 
day and ever since then it’s been my 
lucky TV, but these days it’s so 

blurry and out of  focus I can’t see a 
thing!’ ” Bloomberg said that replacing 
TV’s will commence after three other 
important tasks have been completed. 
The Board’s private suite is being re-
vamped,  Johnny Walker ‘Green’ whis-
key is being imported for joint-Chairman 
Mark Currie as he is not a fan of the 
Black, Blue or Gold Labels, and parking 
spots for the Board and their family 
members are being zoned off.  

Kenilworth Board clicks into action 

Astroturf to sponsor 
TV host Altson Naidoo 

ASTROTURF, the synthetic turf specialist, has picked up what is  
reported to be a six-figure sponsorship for Tellytrack’s leading tipster, 
Altson Naidoo. 

Astroturf’s SA MD, Thys Smith, com-
mented at the weekend: “Altson suits our 
profile, he is a leader in his field being a 
very good tipster, and his hairstyle is 
unique, he really is a walking advert for 
us.” Asked if Astroturf had their eye on 
other Phumelela deals, Smith said: “We 
may as well say it, we are negotiating with 
Phumelela about installing an Astroturf  

racetrack at Turffontein in addition to 
their inside track and the standside 
track. Our product works for soccer 
pitches, rugby fields, hockey fields, 
even tennis court conversions. We will 
make our racing surface very thick, add 
at least three layers so it will be kind to 
a horse’s legs. You won’t have horses 
breaking down like at Sanrta Anita.” 


