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FLYING Fable (Marco van Rensburg), a fluent winner at the Vaal on Tuesday. (JC Photos). 

Mike and Adam Azzie hit top form 
YOUNG Adam Azzie is always a pleasure to interview and with his father and training partner Michael 

chirping that he’s quite happy that the press “doesn’t aggravate him anymore”, we took the  

opportunity to ask Adam about the stable’s recent hot form. 

Adam commented: “Our horses have turned the corner 

going into Autumn but it’s not really a major form turn-

around and we’re doing the same things, working hard, 

looking at each individual to see what we can improve. 

I’d say it’s more a question of having found the right 

races for some of our runners recently. 

 

“It’s ever easy to pick races from what’s available for 

certain runners, but sometimes things do fall into 

place and when you’re lucky they fall into place on the 

same day and you can send out doubles and trebles 

on one card.” 

 

Adam touched on Tuesday’s Vaal winner Flying Fable, 

who shouldered top weight without fuss in a MR84 

Handicap on the straight mile at the Vaal. “Flying Fable 

won in the manner we expected her to win. She’s a filly 

with plenty of talent but she’s had issues and as 

you’ve seen she is lightly raced as a result. 

 

“She’s improved and matured, we’ve had an  

opportunity to take our time with her thanks to support 

from Maine Chance Farms and now she appears to be 

over her niggles. She can go on from here.” 

The Azzie’s posted a treble at Turffontein last Saturday 

and Adam discussed the winners. 

 

San Fermin (AUS), got the ball rolling with a half-a-

length success over 1200m, accounting for Blonde 

Vision and Regal Graduation. This was her fourth win 

from 10 career runs, very good as it is but  

disappointing to those who thought she’d be a feature 

winner by now. 

 

Adam assessed: “When San Fermin won her debut we 

thought she was a star, but her form has been patchy 

since. The thing is, she is very talented, she gets to a 

peak but she loses it quickly. Our job has been to get 

her to her best and then keep her there as long as  

possible and find the right race for her. 

 

“We think we have San Fermin figured out now, and 

she’s a filly that can pick up a stakes race at the right 

place and time. 

 

Orpheus stayed on strongly to defeat Gimme Hope  

Johanna in a MR84 Handicap over 1450m and Adam 

said: “Orpheus seems at his happiest   (to page 2) 
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POTOMAC (Terrance Millard/Felix Coetzee), won the 1986 

Gr1 SA Derby by five lengths. 

SA Derby has a rich history 

OF the 33 horses nominated for the Summer Handicap 

of 1896, only four were bred in South Africa. The rest 

came from England and Ireland, as well as from Aus-

tralian and the Argentine.  
 

For self-exiled Englishmen forever talking of ‘Home’, it was 

no fun not to be able to produce good South African  

racehorses. To give local breeders more incentive, the Johan-

nesburg Turf Club (JTC) had in 1894 instituted two valuable 

races that were reserved for South African-bred horses. 

 

The South African Nursery Plate, run over five furlongs 

(1000m), was at £500 the most valuable race in the country 

for two-year-olds. For three-year-olds there was the South 

African Derby, run over 1 ½ miles (2400m) and worth £500 

in that year, rising to £750 in 1896. 

 

In 1894 the very first South African Derby was won by  

Lammas, who was trained by W. Salmond, ridden by Sam 

Purcell and owned by Mr H. Morton. His breeder was none 

other than Alan Robertson himself. In the years that  

followed, Rosary dead heated with Saviletta in 1895.  

Courtier won in 1896, Gay Hampton won in 1897 and Savoy 

was the victor in 1898. 

 

The race was not run at Turffontein under the auspices of 

the JTC from 1899 to 1906 due to the Boer War, but re-

turned in 1907, when fittingly another Alan Robertson-bred 

filly, Diana, won the race. 

 

The distance of the Derby was increased slightly 

to 2450m in 1972 when Elevation claimed  

victory. For a short period from 1987 to 1992, 

and again in 2005, the Derby was downgraded 

to a Grade 2, otherwise it has retained it’s Grade 

1 status since it was awarded.  

 

It was originally scheduled in late December or 

early January, but in 1975 it was moved to the 

latter half of the Highveld Autumn Feature  

Season. The 2019 Gr1 South African Derby will 

be run this Saturday and features a rare 1-6 fa-

vourite in Hawwaam. –tt. 

 

FAMOUS SA DERBY WINNERS 

 
1972: ELEVATION (George Azzie) 

1975: DISTINCTLY (Ormond Ferraris) 

1978: WELCOME BOY (Henry Eatwell) 

1983: KWIKTAN (Jean Heming) 

1987: PEDOMETER (Jean Heming) 

1990: TOPA INCA (Russell Laird) 

1999: HORSE CHESTNUT (Mike de Kock) 

2004: GREY’S INN (Mike de Kock) 

2006 ELUSIVE FORT (Geoff Woodruff) 

2013 WYLIE HALL (Weiho Marwing) 

2014  LOUIS THE KING (Geoff Woodruff) 

2016 ABASHIRI (Mike Azzie) 
-(Thanks to NHA) 

AZZIE STABLE IN FORM (fm p 1) 

 

around 1400m and he enjoys the inside track, so 

we’ll keep him here for the time being, it works 

for him.” 

 

Orpheus’ half-sister Fife was considered one of 

the better best on the card, she duly obliged with 

an easy 1.50-length win over 1600m. “Mrs  

Rupert gave us time with this one, she needed it 

and we’ll put her away for winter so she can ma-

ture more. We’d love to get some black type for a 

daughter of Stratos and she could be a black-

type filly, in time.” 

 

Adam noted that Russian Prince, the up-and-

coming three-year-old Potala Palace sprinter, and 

the seasoned seven-year-old star Will Pays were 

the yard’s best contenders for feature spoils this 

winter.  - tt. 
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SELECTED members of Justin Snaith’s powerful string have arrived at Summerveld for the Gold Circle KZN  

Champions Season and they include Do It Again, the beautiful son of Twice Over who won the 2018 Vodacom 

Durban July. Snaith commented: “We always look forward to the Durban season. We hope to return with some 

silverware.” (Photo: Candiese Marnewick). 

ERNST Oertel saddles a pair of greys Af Al  

Sajanjle (AE) and Af Maher (AE) in Saturday’s 

Dubai Kahayla Classic ($US1-million) on World 

Cup night. 

@turftalk1 

SA’s ‘Arabian trainer’ is top of 

the log in UAE 
 

SOUTH African Ernst Oertel feels that his being classed as 

“an Arabian trainer”, or trainer of mostly pure-bred  

Arabians, has cost him recognition as a horseman in the 

realm of world-acknowledged trainers. 

 

Oertel is not overly fazed, however, and while others may be 

taking the limelight, he has taken the cash in Dubai and 

Abu Dhabi over the last several years and, importantly, he 

will be crowned Champion Trainer of the UAE (by number of 

wins) at the end of the 2018/19 season. 

 

Oertel has saddled 46 winners, he’s hoping to add to that 

on World Cup night and he told Laura King: “They race 

about 50/50 here, Arabians and thoroughbreds, but the 

trainers statistics reflect on one log.” 

 

There are 105 trainers registered in the UAE and if one con-

siders that the likes of Doug Watson, Charlie Appleby and 

Saeed bin Suroor are lower down on the table, Oertel’s 

achievement comes into perspective and should certainly 

also bring him in line for recognition in his home country. 

 

He said of his Kahayla Classic runners: “They’re both front-

runners and very similar. Maher is a better work horse, 

while Sajanle seems to reserve his best for the track. 

They’ve been consistent this season, they have chances.” 

He joked:  If one of them wins, I’ll be driving a Porsche!” 

See his interview on Winning Line here. 

http://www.twitter.com/turfalk1
https://www.facebook.com/LegUpthemovie/videos/581913998993528/
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Enable on the comeback trail 
 
JOHN Gosden believes Enable (photo) is “bigger and 

stronger” than ever as he plots a route back to the Prix 

de l’Arc de Triomphe with his superstar mare 

 

Despite having endured a troubled preparation, the 

daughter of Nathaniel narrowly denied the William Hag-

gas-trained Sea Of Class to successfully defend her Arc 

crown at Longchamp last October – becoming the eighth 

dual winner of Europe’s premier middle-distance prize. 

 

Owner-breeder Khalid Abdullah sportingly confirmed af-

ter Enable went on to win at the Breeders’ Cup that she 

would stay in training as a five-year-old, with the aim of 

becoming the first horse in history to win a third Arc. 

 

And speaking at his Newmarket base on Monday, 

Gosden said: “She has started cantering again and you 

would be hopeful she would be running in something like 

the Coronation Cup.  

 

“She is in great order. She is even bigger and stronger 

again, so it is fingers crossed with her. We are pointing 

towards the Coronation Cup, but it is all about gearing 

her towards the first weekend in October in Paris.” - from 

Attheraces. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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SEVEN-year-old Tommy Codd was spotted hunting with the 

Killinick Harriers in County Wexford, Ireland, recently. They 

ride at the Meath Hunt Pony Club, established in 1933. It is 

one of the oldest pony clubs in Ireland and have had a num-

ber of well known sport persons pass through the club.  

Olympian Natalya Coyle competed in the summer Olympics 

2012 and again in 2016 in modern pentathlon. Irish  

champion jumps jockey Barry Geraghty is also a past  

member. No doubt young Tommy is an ace prospect for the 

future. 

Most champions start early! 

Someecards.com is a free online e-cards service created by 

Brook Lundy and Duncan Mitchell. The content of Somee-

cards consists of parodies of the sentiments found in the 

traditional Hallmark greeting card, sometimes features  

content that could be considered offensive if taken seriously. 

They often use horses in their jokes, and most of their stuff is 

hilarious. 

Humour always breaks barriers 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

