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HEVERSHAM Park is a horse haven in the heart of the Gauteng countryside. 

Big-thinking couple in search of glory for 

Gauteng’s Heversham Park 
YOU have to hand it to Nigel and wife Kat Riley of Gauteng’s Heversham Park Farm: They are  

investing everything they have in racing and breeding at a time when others are bailing out, and 

they’re doing it with remarkable passion. 

KATERINA and Nigel Riley. 

Riley, the former trainer, showjumper and now an Advocate by 

profession, has pumped millions into the Daleside Valley Farm 

formerly owned by Fred Crabbia, and alongside Kat and  

business partner Fred Brons have developed it into a truly  

stunning 350-acre breeding operation presently housing two 

stallions and near 160 others comprising mares, weanlings and 

yearlings. 

 

The invincible Warren Buffett once said that as an investor, it is 

wise to be “fearful when others are greedy and greedy when 

others are fearful”- and perhaps the Rileys were conscious of 

this when they started developing Heversham Park a few years 

ago with the purpose of re-establishing Gauteng as a  

thoroughbred breeding region. 

 

They’re the biggest stud in Gauteng now, have had a Gr1-

placed runner from a small first crop of runners (Herodotus) 

and in Wings Of Desire  (GB) and Moofeed (AUS) have a pair of 

stallions with the blood to make an impression  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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WINGS of Desire (GB), the son of Pivotal and pride 

of Heversham Park (top) and Greek dancers at 

‘Heversham By Night” (below). 

HEVERSHAM PARK (cont..) 

 

on our industry. 

 

In Pivotal’s Investec Derby-placed Wings Of Desire,  

Heversham Park have a stallion that compares well in  

pedigree and performance to the top echelon of South 

Africa’s stallions and while he won’t have immediate  

access to their quality of mares, the Rileys are hoping 

that a few of his early progeny can perform at high level 

so he can attract some of the better mares around.  

 

Moofeed (AUS), a Gr3 winning sprinter, is by far the 

speediest son of Duke Of Marmalade. He’s a strong, well-

conformed bull of a horse and presents an interesting mix 

of his dad’s stamina and his own speed which could  

surprise the pessimistic breeding fraternity. 

 

While the first few Moofeeds are on the ground and 

Wings Of Desire has covered a small first band of mares, 

Heversham Park continue to improve and promote their 

facilities on the farm and are looking for a speed stallion 

to replace the prolific Great Britain, who died  

unexpectedly late last year. 

 

Nigel and Kat are as laid-back as you’ll 

find and they’ve created an atmosphere 

on the farm most welcoming to humans 

and importantly to the horses raised in 

their spacious paddocks.  
 

“In typical Heversham fashion we are again ignoring the 

conventional and are doing things a little differently albeit 

retrospectively by going back to the time-honoured tradi-

tion of associating horse racing with a good time!” read 

the intro to the brochure supplied to guests at 

“Heversham By Night” last Saturday night.  

 

There were a few notable no-shows, but the 80-plus 

guests included jockeys Lyle Hewitson and Ryan Munger 

and media personalities Nico Kritsiotis, Dave Mollett and 

Andrew Bon, all treated to a magnificent early evening in 

Heversham’s showing of stallions and others, and a won-

derful line-up of food, drinks entertainment on what 

turned out to be a balmy autumn occasion. 

 

We live and work in an industry where traditional nasty 

rivalry, a desire for exclusivity and promotion of self-

interest have worked for some, for a long time. But things 

like these will have to be set aside for the greater sake of 

the game, in which operations like big-thinking Hever-

sham Park deserve all the support they can get.  - tt. 
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ERNEST du Preez’s Favour Stud near Still Bay is on the market and Du Preez has closed shop. He has moved to 

Stellenbosch and will be immigrating to Dublin, Ireland, in the next few months. Favour Stud offers  

magnificent facilities for horse breeders and farmers, with large paddocks, 96 stables, houses and over 6400m²  

under roof for storage purposes. Du Preez also has stallion shares for sale in the likes of Futura, Visionaire and  

Captain Of All.  

Harry’s Son’s half-boet to 

join Laff at Summerveld 
 

THIS well-made chestnut colt is a half-brother to trainer Paul 

Lafferty’s Gr1 winner Harry’s Son. Lafferty secured the un-

named colt by Time For War (Snitzel) at the recent Magic Mil-

lions Sale and is syndicating him for racing in South Africa. Laf-

ferty told Turf Talk: “Aside from his colour he has similarities to 

Harry’s Son. He’s a racy colt by a new stallion, a son of the 

champion Snitzel, who was lightning fast. He was a value buy 

considering his pedigree and is a top prospect for us.” Harry’s 

Son won the Gr1 Premiers Champions Stakes and was placed in 

the Gr2 Gauteng Guineas and the Gr3 Graham Beck Stakes.—tt. 

Breathe. Fools rush in 
 

THE Vaal’s eight-race programme today is 

tempting,. There appears to be at least three 

“good things” and like you, we feel like 

smacking the first one, In The Dance, with a 

bundle, all on Hit For Six, all on Latin Opus, 

and all on Approach Control. But remember, 

this game is your boss, not the other way 

round. Breathe deeply, follow your normal 

form study principles and don’t go overboard. 

Add our two value bets in red, both priced to 

snap at, both will win at best. Note, at best! 

 

Vaal Selections: 

 

Race 1: (20) Winter Haze (18) Upcloseandper-

sonal (17) True To Life (6) Capetown Dream 

Race 2:  (2) In The Dance (5) Deerupt (3) Bel-

ton Road 

Race 3: (12) Hit For Six (1) Mighty Rock (2) 

Knight Owl (7) Elliptical 

Race 4:  (11) Latin Opus (1) The Makwakers 

(2) Greatest Wish (7) Verdi 

Race 5:  (4) Approach Control (2) Protea Para-

dise (8) Popsicle Toes 

Race 6:  (4) Only To Win (1) Flying Fable (2) 

Dame Kelly (11) Littlewood 

Race 7:  (3) Miss Khalifa (2) Opera (1) Danc-

ing Queen (7) Mademoiselle 

Race 8:  (8) Mawsoof (7) Ceritifiable (11) 

Rocky Path (12) Baahir 
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Team Tara sheets in 
 

PORT Elizabeth trainer Tara Laing had to search awhile 

for a good horse sheet manufacturer and said she found 

one in Bennie Botes’ A2H Consulting, who made the 

sheets above using Tara’s own design and the Morris Vee 

sponsorship logos. “Morris Vee has supported the yard 

for a year, we are thankful,” said Tara. 

 

The stable won last Friday’s Listed East Cape Fillies 

Nursery at Fairview with Captain Anne Bonny, a first-crop 

daughter of Captain Of All. Bred by Klawervlei, Captain 

Anne Bonny, who was making just her third career start, 

is a third first crop winner for her multiple G1 winning 

sire, whose previous winners include What You Are and 

Guantanamo Bay. 

 

To date, Captain Of All has been represented by 11 first 

crop runners who have either won or finished in the  

money. Yet another superb advert for the quality of horse 

offered at the Klawervlei Farm Sale, Captain Of All has 

eight lots on offer at the 2019 Emperors Palace National 

Yearling Sale, including Lot 273, a colt from the family of 

G1 winners Counter Action, Divine Fashion and Perfect 

Order.—tt. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Japanese fire the first shots 

HERE is the designated media area near the work track pull-

up at Meydan, and with just the Japanese contingent present 

on Tuesday, as the rest of the world’s racing media members 

are still on their way. The Tokio journalists have arrived mainly 

to cover the Japanese superstar Almond Eye, who exited  

quarantine at the weekend ahead of Saturday’s G1 Dubai Turf 

(1800m) on World Cup night. The Sakae Kunieda-trained mare 

galloped on Sunday and again on Monday, at a more leisurely 

canter. She strives to become the fourth Japanese horse in six 

years to take out the US$5 million race.   

….but SA may have the last say 

NEVER say never. Mike de Kock saddles Yulong Prince and  

Majestic Mambo in the Dubai Turf and while they’ve had short 

preparations, both are talented enough to play a role and  

perhaps Almond Eye has a race on her hands with the South 

African pair. Jockey Bernard Fayd’Herbe, supporters Yanti and 

Johnny Geroudis have been relaxing in the desert city during 

the build-up. Bernard gets to partner Yulong Prince and will 

also be on his regular mount Marinaresco in the Dubai Gold 

Cup. We’ll be shouting at full lung capacity. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

