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 Friday 15 March 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

ERRATA 
WE reported incorrectly yesterday that champion 

jockey Lyle Hewitson had ridden 50 winners this sea-

son (as reflected on the NHA;’s National Log. Add to 

that 69 winners ridden as an Apprentice and Lyle’s 

tally is 119 winners, which puts him third on the 

2018/19 log and in contention for a follow-up Nation-

al Title. Also, earlier this week, in an article on Malan 

du Toit, we reported that he was assisted by “David 

Pickford” in working with Dynasty as a three-year-old. 

That name should have read “Gavin Pickford”.  

Apologies to all concerned.—tt. 

SENOR Santa was the king of sprinters. 

Remembering the great Senor Santa 
WE pay tribute today to the great champion Senor Santa, who made history in South Africa when he 

became the first top sprinter to earn over R1-million in 1990. He has Saturday’s Gr2 sprint at  

Turffontein named in his honour. 

Evergreen as a racehorse, Senor Santa competed 

successfully at the highest level from two to eight. He 

won 15 races and over R1.7 million during a career 

which saw him face and defeat such outstanding per-

formers and G1 winners as Blue Cossack, Goldmark, 

Harry’s Echo, Miss Averof, Roland’s Song, Simonside, 

Speak No Evil, the Cape Guineas winner St John’s 

Wood and record breaking Queen’s Plate winning filly 

Wainui. 

 

The flashy chestnut, who raced for owners Fred and 

Harold Cawdry, picked up three ARCSA awards during 

his illustrious career –South Africa’s Champion 2YO 

Colt of 1987, the gelding would go on to be named 

Champion Sprinter in both 1989 and 1990.  Raised at 

Boland Stud and retired to Summerhill Stud, the grand 

old champ died at age 29, in 2014. 

 

Senor Santa was first trained by Tony Rivalland, before 

Willie Pieters took over. His wins included no fewer 

than seven at G1 level –this tally included the G1 

Smirnoff Plate, G1 FNB 1600, G1 Star Sprint (twice), 

G1 Computaform Sprint (twice) and the G1 Natal Flying 

Championship (now the Mercury Sprint). 

 

The champ also made history when taking  (to page 2) 
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DAMON Delpech, son of the recently retired star jockey Antho-

ny Delpech (and seen here with his mother Candice), will be 

joining Gareth van Zyl’s yard as an assistant trainer. “Damon 

has valuable exposure to the game having worked at Sum-

merhill and a stud farm I Kentucky. He will be joining me in 

April at Summerveld,” Van Zyl said. 

Turffontein Selections, Saturday: 

 
Race 1: (12) Steady Way (4) Hareer (2) Jacko 

Boy (1) Favourite Model 

Race 2: (8) Celtic Sea (3) Fresnaye (2) Takingth-

epeace (5) Folk Dance 

Race 3: (11) Stockbridge (2) Setablaza (1) Ex-

cellent Al (4) Baron Rodney 

Race 4: (1) Pretty Ballerina (2) Braxton (4) Fari-

ha (3) Jamra 

Race 5: (5) Valbonne (2) Cathedral County (1) 

Angel’s Power (7) Whorly Whorly 

Race 6:  (5) Rock A Roll Dancer (4) Nautic Spirit 

(9) Boss Babe (10) Miss Pinkerton 

Race 7: (3) Cirillo (7) Prince Kahal (1) Bull Valley 

(4) Romi’s Boy 

Race 8: (1) Hero’s Honour (4) Social Order (7) 

Pietro Mascagni (3) Noble Secret 

Race 9: (9) Western Dance (4) Solemn Promise 

(3) Jetorio (5) Gold Scent  

SENOR SANTA (fm p1) 

 
on his paternal half sister Northern Princess in 

a match race over 1600m, and, while the filly 

won thanks to an inspired ride by Michael  

Roberts, Senor Santa proved doubters wrong by 

showing he stayed the mile trip. 

 

He won from 1000m to 1600m, and won at five 

different racetracks – Clairwood Park, Gosforth 

Park, Greyville, Scottsville, and Turffontein. 

 

The champion, who sported a truly sensational 

turn of foot on his day, ended his days, as a 

“babysitter” for weanlings in the glorious  

surroundings of Summerhill Stud where he  

remained a public hero until his death. His  

regular jockey Gavin Howes often told about 

Senor Santa’s ability to “switch off” completely 

during a race, cruising along in midfield, only to 

turn it on like greased lightning when asked to 

respond. 

 

Mick Goss of Summerhill described Senor San-

ta’s running style: “They say you can’t give start 

in a 1000 metre sprint, but Senor Santa did so 

every time he faced the starter, and we wonder 

whether he ever passed third gear running 

them down from the back of the pack. They 

also say that “nice guys” come second in life, 

but here again, he was the golden exception.” 

 

A son of Northern Guest and Mexican Charm, 

Senor Santa was regarded as one of the best 

ever produced by his sire, if not the best. 

 

Goss said: “Senor Santa’s story is straightfor-

ward: he earned his place at Summerhill be-

cause he happened to be the best racing son of 

the best stallion ever to stand here. He was one 

of the ‘nice guys’ of racing.” - tt. 
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LOT 182: Tuscan Lass, by Coup De Grace. 

Winterbach offers well-related yearlings at Mistico 
HENDRIK Winterbach’s Winterbach Stud will be offering a high quality draft of seven yearlings, four 

offered as agent, at the 2019 Cape Yearling Sale this Sunday.  

This small but quality draft includes lots by such popu-

lar stallions as Gimmethegreenlight, What A Winter 

and Pomodoro, as well as by exciting young sires as 

Coup De Grace and Legislate. 

 

The increasingly successful Gimmethegreenlight, 

whose current star performers include top 3yos Nation-

al Park and Barahin, is represented by Soller (Lot 51), 

a half-sister to two winners who was produced by a 

stakes placed daughter of National Assembly. 

 

Brianna (Lot 176) is a filly from the first crop of Horse 

Of The Year and four time G1 winner Legislate, and her 

dam is a half-sister to G2 performer Sky Marshal. This 

is the immediate family of the very talented G1 per-

former Noble Secret, who, like Legislate, was sired by 

leading sire Dynasty. 

 

Multiple Equus Champion What A Winter has wasted 

no time in making his mark at stud, with his current 

flagbearer being recent G1 Bidvest Majorca Stakes 

winner Clouds Unfold. He is represented  by a colt (Lot 

102) whose dam is a half-sister to Thundering Jet –a 

stakes winner in both Singapore and South Africa. 

 

Tapit’s multiple graded stakes winning son Coup De 

Grace has two fillies from his first crop on offer in this 

classy consignment. One of his fillies (Lot 105) hails 

from the immediate female line of international G1 

winners English and Grand Lodge, while the other 

Coup De Grace filly  (Lot 182) was produced by Listed 

Oaks Trial winner Tuscan Lass. 

 

Jet Master sired July winner, and last season’s Leading 

First Crop Sire, Pomodoro, is represented here by a 

colt (Lot 154) whose dam was a six time winning 

daughter of champion sire Captain Al, while multiple 

G1 winner Wylie Hall has a colt (Lot 86) whose winning 

dam is a full-sister to G3 Pretty Polly Stakes winner 

Mzwilili.  - BSA. 
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Calvin’s bets for Cheltenham on Friday 
 
HERE are UK expert Tony Calvin’s recommended bets for 

the Cheltenham Festival. Day 4.  

 

He found William Henry (40-1) on Day 2, Wednesday. 

15.30 Pentland Hills at 20/1 each way  

16:10 Lisp at 25/1 each-way  

16:50 Aye Aye Charlie at 44-1 or better. 

17.30  Invitation Only at 36.00 or better (Nap) 

18:10 Caid Du Berlais at 9-1 or better.  

18:50 Top Gamble at 24-1 or better. 

19:30 Mr Antolini at 34-1 or better. 

Stronach bans race day drugs 

THE Stronach Group will take the unprecedented 

step of declaring zero tolerance for race-day medica-

tion at its California tracks, Santa Anita Park and 

Golden Gate Fields, TSG chairman and president 

Belinda Stronach announced on Thursday. 

According to a TSG release, Santa Anita in Arcadia, Calif., 

and Golden Gate Fields in Albany, Calif., will be the first 

Thoroughbred racetracks in North America to follow the 

strict International Federation of Horseracing Authorities 

Authorities standards that allow no race-day  

medication. The lone race-day medication permitted 

in California is Salix (commonly referred to as Lasix).  

 

The announcement comes in the wake of 22 equine 

deaths during racing or training at Santa Anita since 

the current meet opened Dec. 26. 

 

"What has happened at Santa Anita over the last 

few weeks is beyond heartbreaking," Stronach said 

in a statement. "It is unacceptable to the public and, 

as people who deeply love horses, to everyone at 

The Stronach Group and Santa Anita. 

 

"The sport of horse racing is the last great sporting 

legacy platform to be modernised. If we expect our 

sport to grow for future generations, we must raise 

our standards.  

 

"We have arrived at a watershed moment. The Stro-

nach Group has long been a strong advocate for the 

abolishment of race-day medication, but we will wait 

no longer for the industry to come together as one 

to institute these changes. Nor will we wait for the 

legislation required to undertake this paradigm shift. 

We are taking a stand and fully recognise just how 

disruptive this might be." 

According to the release, the mandate encom-

passes "a complete revision of the current medica-

tion policy to improve the safety of our equine and 

human athletes and to raise the integrity of our 

sport."  

"The modernizations are in addition to the previously 

announced commitment to continued engagement 

of outside experts to regularly review our dirt, turf, 

and synthetic courses for consistency, composition, 

and compaction to create safe racing surfaces.” 

 

The Stronach Group plans daily conversations with 

industry stakeholders "to further define these trans-

formative guidelines," Stronach said.—full report on 

Bloodhorse. 

@turftalk1 
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Pulling the perfect pint!

HERE is the Guinness Village at Cheltenham Racecourse; 

there’s a big screen and even a band playing at the back for 

those who are away from the trackside action. Verve, the  

company charged with logistics inside the Village, describe 

their functions  as such: “We give staff daily training to ensure 

that customer comfort comes first, from pulling the perfect 

pint to guiding guests towards shorter drinks queues.” Now 

that’s good focus! 

When Taxi mafia has wiped out Uber 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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