
1 

 

 Wednesday 13 March 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

MALAN du Toit with a three-year-old Dynasty and his work rider, “Sparrow”. 

The great Dynasty launched some big careers 
THE racetrack and stud achievements of Dynasty aside, the late, great stallion also launched at least 

two known careers, including those of his work rider, “Sparrow” as a successful businessman and  

Malan du Toit, the former Dutch Reformed Minister who became a world-renowned Equine Behaviour 

Therapist. 

Let’s start with “Sparrow” first  - here’s a man who was 

so successful as the work rider of Dynasty that he is 

rumoured to have saved enough money to start his 

own business and trainer Dean Kannemeyer tells: 

“Sparrow was my top work rider, he rode Dynasty in 

morning gallops when Karl Neisius wasn’t available. 

But Sparrow left the yard after the days of Dynasty to 

open a shebeen, which he is still running successfully 

today. 

 

“Whether his investments in his business came from 

money he made from backing Dynasty I can’t confirm, 

but at one stage he was working two jobs. He was rid-

ing work in the morning and managing his business for 

the rest of the day and it got too much. I recommended 

he focus on his business and I think he’s got more 

money than most today!” 

 

Kannemeyer and his connections, along with the  

racing population, were mildly shocked when Dynasty 

was beaten by Domino Man in the Gr1 Cape Guineas 

in January 2003. He was getting coltish, troublesome 

at the start and with his trainer having earmarked a 

string of big races including the Durban July, it was 

essential to calm him down. 

 

Malan du Toit remembers: “Dean had heard of me 

through word of mouth, I’d had success with a few 

handicappers and jumpers, so he decided to take a 

chance and called me in to work with Dynasty.“ 

The racing industry was hesitant to use my  (to p2) 
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CAPE-based runners from Dean Kannemeyer’s stable arrived at Summerveld courtesy of  New Turf Carriers  

yesterday for the KZN Champions Season. They included handicapper Kapen Pride, also the record breaking 

2018 Nationals yearling Track Attack (R5,2-million), and Cherry On The Top's Captain Al colt (R4,75-million).  

READERS’ LETTERS 
 

Red-and-White Bridge 
 

IT really was so ironic that Mike Rattray bought 

Rainbow Bridge.  As you know (my brother) Chris 

Gerber Loved King Edward VII School, Liverpool 

and the Lions all Red & White, and now we’ll have 

the horse running in Mr Rattray’s red and white 

silks. I can honestly say that we wish the new 

owners only the very best and much success with 

Rainbow Bridge.  We will continue to cheer him 

home for them.   

 

-Johnny Gerber 

Johannesburg 

 

   High-profilers should speak up 
 

IF one looks at the many difficulties created by 

politicians around Brexit, I fear that we’re in for 

the long haul with our export problems. As David 

Allan and Adrian Todd suggested recently, this 

issue is in the hands of politicians now, we’ve 

done all we can, and having things in the hands 

of politicians, well, is perhaps not the most  

desirable thing in the world. But miracles do  

happen and if there is an invisible hand guiding 

our noble industry then perhaps we’ll wake up 

one morning and all will be resolved. I pray for 

that. I agree with Mr Allan that more high-profile 

people should speak out, not only Mike de Kock.  

 

-Harold 

Oaklands, Johannesburg. 

DYNASTY LAUNCHED CAREERS (fm p1) 

 

services. First of all I wasn’t really proven with horses at high 

level, secondly I came from a background in the church,” he 

jokes. “So Dean was brave, but he supported me, he asked 

me to do everything I can to help Dynasty at the starting 

gates. 

 

“I set out to work alongside David Pickford, assistant  

manager at Drakenstein Stud. He was a handler in those 

days and he was very good at what he did. We had to start 

away from the stalls doing the ground control, as we call it. 

That was teaching Dynasty to trust us, slowly at first, follow-

ing our instructions, moving to certain gestures and so on. 

 

“He was a very clever horse, he was amenable and calm 

when he was away from the stalls and he allowed us to form 

a bond with him, he gave us his assistance. At the stalls, he 

became a handful, he was really difficult, he was prone to 

kicking out wildly. 

 

“We persisted and the trust between us grew stronger. After 

a while David would lead Dynasty into the gates and I would 

be pushing on his flanks. We got him into the right frame, 

that is a frame of mind in which he started to trust us fully 

when he saw us, and obeyed our instructions. 

 

“With Dynasty the most important thing was to ground him, 

to calm him down as he reached the stalls area and then to 

lead him towards it.  

 

“His next race was the Gr1 Cape Derby and all went well. 

Dynasty went in without trouble and he won the race by 

nearly four lengths, everyone was pleased. 

 

“Today, I like to do at least one refresher course   (to page 4) 
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DYNASTY LAUNCHED CAREERS (fm p2) 

 
when a horse travels to another province. I am often 

requested to fly with the horse I am working with, to be 

by his side all the way. I am flown between provinces 

even for Maiden Plates because my being there helps 

the horse to remember the work he has done. 

 

“In Dynasty’s days my work wasn’t as scheduled and 

refined as it is today. With the horse in the right  

psychological frame, Dean decided we’d done enough. 

Dynasty got through the KZN season with a number of 

big wins, but the frame had started to wear off when 

he reached the July. I recall him being somewhat of a 

handful for jockey Robbie Fradd, shaking his head 

around and then tugging himself to the front from a 

wide draw. But he’d remembered enough, he went into 

the stalls and that’s all that mattered.” 

 

Du Toit concluded: “The photo of Dynasty I supplied 

was taken in the days before smart phones, we used 

an Instamatic Camera, but it is special because this 

was my acid test.  

 

“Dynasty launched my career as a horse therapist, he 

was the first major runner I worked with. Indeed he 

opened the door to so many others including Jay Peg 

and Variety Club and some of his sons like Jackson 

and Legislate, all with the same clever and amenable 

characteristics as their sire.”  - tt. 

More quality stock from Moutonshoek 
IT was good to see Majestic Mambo back in action in Dubai and after over 8 months travel and rest. He gave a 

very good account of himself in his return in a Group 1 race.  Lot 166 at the Cape Yearling Sale on Sunday is a 

Mambo In Seattle Colt out of a dam by TIGER RIDGE, Surfer Girl, a  5x winning Stakes placed mare.  

Moutonshoek is also represented by stallions Global View, Philanthropist, Marchfield and Judpot at the sale. Lot 

22 is a Philanthropist filly out of the dam ATLANTIC STORM, a stakes winner of 4 races. CINNAMON SUGAR is a 

stakes winner of 6 races and has a Marchfield colt (Lot 35). A filly sure to turn heads is Lot 139- By Marchfield 

out of the Imported Dam Rose Gypsy (a 4 x winner and stakes placed- 2nd in Odessa Stud Fillies Championship 

G2). This Grey filly should have everyone swooning. Another interesting lot is 163. By Judpot the Dam is a 2x 

winner and an own sister to SUNSATIONAL the dam of JUXTAPOSE  making this an own sister in blood. As usual 

buyers shopping the Moutonshoek Draft can bid with the confidence that they aren’t going to overpay. All the 

horses are there to be sold and Moutonshoek CEO Colin Gordon confirmed there will be no reserves. 

LOT 166 

LOT 139 

LOT 163 

All the horses are there to be sold and  

Moutonshoek CEO Colin Gordon confirmed there 

will be no reserves. 

@ Cape Yearling Sale 

VIEW CATALOGUE 
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Rachael’s star is on the rise 
 

RACHAEL Blackmore, photographed after her win on A 

Plus Tard at the Cheltenham Festival on Tuesday. This 

was the 29-year-old Irish-born jockey’s first festival win-

ner and she wouldn’t have it any other way! Blackmore is 

currently locked in a battle with Paul Townend in the race 

to become this season’s Irish champion jump jockey. She 

originally studied Science but switched courses to study 

Equine Science at University College Limerick. Horses 

have always been part of her life, and growing up on her 

parents’ dairy farm there were always horses and ponies 

for her to ride.  -tt. 

Calvin’s bets for Cheltenham Wednesday 
 
HERE are UK expert Tony Calvin’s recommended bets for 

the Cheltenham Festival. Day 2. 

 

15.30 Back Seddon at 70-1 or better. 

 

16:50 Back Highest Sun each way at 20-1. 

 

16:50 Back William Henry each way at at 33/1 

 

17.30  Back God's Own at 20/1 each way if you can find 

a market without the favourite.  

 

17.30 Back Ordinary World at 20/1 each way if you can 

find a market without the favourite. 

 

18:50 Back Fanfan Du Seuil at 20-1 or better. 

Tapit colt fetches $2-million 

A beautiful colt by Tapit produced from the multiple 

grade 1 winner Artemis Agrotera was purchased by a 

group of prominent buyers for $US2 million during 

the Tuesday session of the Ocala Breeders' Sales 

March 2-Year-Olds in Training Sale. 

 

Consigned as Hip 33 by Sequel Bloodstock as agent 

for New York breeders Chester and Mary Broman, 

the grey or roan colt was purchased by a group con-

sisting of West Point Thoroughbreds, Rob Masiello, 

and Siena Farm, with the Broman family confirmed 

to stay in as a partner also. 

 

The colt is the first foal out Artemis Agrotera, who 

won three graded stakes including the Frizette 

Stakes (G1) and Ballerina Stakes (G1) for the Bro-

mans.  

 

Interestingly, this is the highest price ever paid for a 

Tapit at a two-year-old in training sale. It is not the 

highest price for a Tapit two-year-old, since Stardom 

Bound sold for $US5.7 million at FTK November 

right after winning the Breeders Cup Juvenile Fillies 

(after bringing $375K at this same OBS March sale 

and $50K as a Keeneland yearling - two nice 

"pinhooking" successes.  

 

Klawervlei’s Coup De Grace is the only son of Tapit 

at stud in South Africa-  extracts from Bloodhorse. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Essential neuro-test for readers 

Dream productions made easy 

“Win A Dream (seen on Tellytrack) was one of last year’s big-

gest marketing campaigns – it ran over six weeks – and our 

goal was to have remote broadcasts from betting centres all 

over the country for every single day of the promotion. From 

Port Elizabeth to Cape Town, KZN and Thohoyandou in Limpo-

po – we wanted to get out there and broadcast stories from 

every corner of South Africa,” says Wesley Lloyd, outside 

broadcast production manager at Tellytrack. “With the help of 

Telemedia, we literally sent a single cameraman out into the 

field with a backpack, some batteries, a LiveU unit and a  

camera. We did a whole live content production with this  

equipment, where in the past, we’ve brought in an MPU with 

three or four cameras, microphones, uplink. The difference is  

incredible, and it was as effective as a multi-camera  

production.” 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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