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JOHN Kramer (right), with Grant Pritchard-Gordon and Kerry Jack, after a session of inspecting. 

True horsemanship is rare 
JOHN KRAMER REFLECTS ON HIS SIX DECADES IN THE INDUSTRY 

JOHN Kramer, the seasoned breeder, owner, pedigree guru and conformation expert, celebrates his 

80th birthday today, and we look back on the colourful career of a man who is as active in the industry 

today as he was 50 years ago. 

John is unassuming and quiet and has never sought 

recognition for his lifetime of serving the thoroughbred 

industry. His straw hat, khaki shirt and pipe have 

popped up for decades at stud farms, horse auctions 

and race meetings at which he most often strays away 

from the crowd in the direction of the nearest horse. 

 

Minus his pipe these days, John still operates in his 

own way and below the radar, but his knowledge re-

mains fully accessible and invaluable to the industry 

and his private clients.  

 

Presently, he and Kerry Jack are in charge of yearling 

inspections for CTS, a function he performed for the 

TBA too, for many years. 

 

John travels to stud farms around the country with a 

rating-system he has refined over many years. He gives 

each young horse a conformation rating, scoring to a 

maximum of 10, compares it to the rating of his in-

spection partners to reach a final assessment. 

John grew up on a Middelburg, Karoo farm at a time 

his father George was a leading breeder. Of Russian 

descent, George marched to the beat of his own drum, 

but was a supreme horseman and his friends  

nick-named him “The Russian’’. 

 

In his time as a breeder George bred a Met winner, 

Marion Island, and Royal Warrant, who won the  

Summer Cup. He imparted his knowledge to his son 

and John says fondly: “He taught me almost everything 

I know about horses.’’ 

 

John also discovered the many advantages of the dry 

Northern Cape region and explains: “The Karoo is 

horse country. It has the best soil – there is a good PH 

balance and good water. I still believe there is  

potential for a revival of the area as a prime breeding  

region.’’ 

 

The Middelburg farm was sold and John moved to 

Broadlands Stud at Somerset West.           (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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JOHN KRAMER (fm p1) 

 

“The soil at Broadlands was sour but they bred plenty 

of winners because they stood the great Royal  

Prerogative. I wonder how much better he could have 

been if he’d been based elsewhere.’’ 

 

A spell overseas followed between 1965 and 1975. 

John worked for Countess Bathiyani in Germany and 

later at Artur Pfaff’s breeding establishment in France.  

 

It is here where his already formidable base of 

knowledge started to surface and he takes the credit 

for planning the mating and breeding English Oaks 

winner Pia, a total outcross, and French 2000 Guineas 

winner Caro and German Derby winner Marduk. 

 

Interestingly, he also bred and raised Elliodor, a colt by 

Lyphard from the Busted mare Ellida. He was imported 

to South Africa and had a big influence at stud,  

becoming a top sire and champion broodmare sire. “He 

was a good racehorse in France but he was pushed as 

a two-year-old and injured himself.’’ 

 

John jokes that “one could match anything with 

Lyphard those days and he threw you a champion’’, but 

adds: “How things have changed. Today people hit one 

button and a computer brain comes up with a mating!’’ 

 

Back home, John’s expertise produced the mating for 

Jamaico’s son Jamaican Rhumba, winner of the 1982 

Durban July for trainer Gail Thompson and jockey  

Patrick Wynne. 

 

He would have reached great heights as a full-time 

breeder, but built his latter career around his 

knowledge of the thoroughbred specimen. 

 

He believes that true horsemanship is in the genes and 

can’t be acquired, saying, “You either have it or you 

don’t.’’ Like the `Horse Whisperers’ of the modern era, 

he believes horses can sense a good horseman. Hors-

es “talk’’ to him, John says. He admits to talking to 

them too, especially when something is troubling his 

mind! 

 

The first impression is the most important. “When a 

horse walks out of his stable and is paraded, I know 

immediately whether I like it or not. The good ones talk 

to me. I like quality in a horse, a good head. Overall 

quality is important and for that I overlook specific 

faults. I can forgive, for example, a horse that turns out 

slightly. They grow out of it. Knees can be slightly off-

set, even the ones with crooked legs can win races!’’ 

True experience is only gained by being around horses 

every day of your life, John says. But while decades of 

experience give certain horsemen a competitive edge 

when it comes to selecting horses, he will never  

criticise the opinion of an inexperienced individual who 

selects a horse base on things like superstitious  

beliefs. 

The first impression is the most important. 

“When a horse walks out of his stable and is 

paraded, I know immediately whether I like it 

or not.  

JOHN and Kerry, inspecting a yearling. 

Horses are essentially herd animals and John says: “It 

would be great if today’s trainers could give their hors-

es more time off to roam around freely in paddocks 

with others. They stand in stables for 22 hours a day 

where they develop bad habits because they get 

bored. They are friendly, sensitive animals and they 

enjoy company and activity around them.’’ 

 

John has always been a man who needs “paddock 

space’’, like the horses he adores so much. He  

attributes a life thoroughly enjoyed among horses as a 

life he wouldn’t have any other way. Calm and non-

confrontational, he says he stands as much in awe of 

nature and its beautiful creatures today as he did 40, 

50 and 60 years ago. 

 

“Every year when I travel to the various farms I am 

struck by the natural beauty that surrounds the horse 

industry. I am grateful to have lived so close to na-

ture’s gifts.’’   - extracts from Legends Of The Turf by 

Charl Pretorius, The Citizen, June 2010. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Lot 91: Indigo Magic filly out of Letas Bonnet by Rebel 

King.  Classy and flashy filly closely related to Shades 

Of Indigo (7 wins Group 2, and Gr1 placed). 

@CAPE YEARLING SALE,  17 MARCH 

Where's That Tiger colt out of Pepper Belle by National 

Assembly Very strong colt from a family that constant-

ly produces winners. 

Contact Barbara Sanne:  082 566 3450  

 Sprinters and stayers at Turffies 
 

TRADITIONALLY a good meeting, Saturday’s sees 

Gauteng;s best three-year-olds sprinters and stay-

ers in respective features. Value in Red. 
 

Turffontein Selections: 
 

Race 1: (5) Lion King  (3) Pearl Of Siberia (2) Tsitsi-

kamma Bush (1) Hartleyfour 

Race 2:  (1) Urban Oasis (2) Captain’s Love (4) 

Catch A Glimpse (10) Midnight Top 

Race 3: (2) Frosted Gold (5) Cavivar (4) Look To The 

Sky (11) Twilight Moon 

Race 4:  (3) Gin Fizz (1) Basadi Faith (2) Emerald 

Tiara (5) Allmyloving 

Race 5: (2) Gottalottaluv, (3) Sunshine Silk (4) Arte 

(6) Emerald Bay 

Race 6: (2) Protea Paradise (3) Senor Lizard (9) 

Last Of The Legend (13) Indy Ice 

Race 7: (1) Seville Orange (7) Jolly Josephine (5) 

African Daisy (3) Veritas 

Race 8:  (2) Winter Watch (6) Blonde Vision (8 

Three Stars (5)) Ilha Da Varlette 

Race 9: (7) Sea Air (2) Basilius (1) American Hustle 

(3) Old Man Tyme 

Race 10:  (1) Wild Thoughts (2) Glitter Path (4) Crys-

tal Stream (5) My Elusive 
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TRACK inspection at Santa Anita. 

Activists demand answers after 

21 horse deaths at Santa Anita 

As the 2019 Triple Crown season approaches, the talk should 

be about contenders for the Kentucky Derby. Instead, dead 

horses and cancelled races are hot topics after Santa Anita 

Park suspended thoroughbred racing because of a spike in 

fatalities that has cast doubt on the safety of its racing  

surface. 

A filly named Lets Light the Way was euthanized on Tuesday after 

shattering a sesamoid bone at the ankle joint. It was the 21st horse 

fatality in racing or training at Santa Anita since Dec. 26. That is 

more than the 20 deaths that occurred over 122 racing days in 

2017, according to Jockey Club data. 

 

Santa Anita officials had little choice. Neither animal rights activists 

nor casual sports fans have the stomach to see a horse be put 

down after a catastrophic injury. Ever since the Kentucky Derby in 

2008, when the filly Eight Belles had to be euthanized after  

finishing second, racing officials have worried that another high-

profile breakdown could put the sport out of business. 
 

“Quite frankly, we are no longer at a place or time where these  

incidents can withstand the status quo,” Jim Gagliano, the president 

and chief operating officer of the Jockey Club, said.  

 

“The health and safety of the horse and rider is of the utmost  

importance, and the entire racing industry has to redouble our  

efforts to prevent these tragedies.” 

So why have 21 horses died in such a 

short time? 

 

Rick Arthur, the equine medical director 

for the Californian agency, pointed to a 

number of factors: heavy rains, a deplet-

ed horse population and impatience on 

the part of trainers and racetrack officials 

to get the most out of limited stock. 

 

Statistically at least, California trainers 

appear to be more demanding of their 

horses. Horses at Santa Anita currently 

average 3.02 workouts per start com-

pared with 0.88 workouts per start for 

horses running at Gulfstream Park in Flor-

ida and 0.42 at Aqueduct in New York, 

according to data compiled by Equibase. 

 

Arthur believes more regulation and vigi-

lance can be exerted during the morning 

training hours, when nine of the deaths 

occurred. When a horse is to run in a 

race, it checked by state veterinarians for 

soundness and can undergo drug testing. 

As Santa Anita officials try to figure out 

why their racetrack has become so dan-

gerous, it will also have to deal with a 

mounting public relations problem.  

Animal rights activists have protested 

outside the gates, and PETA has called on 

Gov. Gavin Newsom to close the track 

and asked the Los Angeles County district 

attorney to open an investigation into the 

use of drugs that mask injuries. 

 

“Is It Possible That Horse Racing Is One 

Referendum Away From Disappearing in 

Your Jurisdiction?” the discussion at the 

University of Arizona’s annual Global  

Symposium on Racing was titled in De-

cember. “Lessons Learned From the  

Greyhound Industry.” - Joe Drape/NYT. 

“Is It Possible That Horse Racing Is 

One Referendum Away From  

Disappearing in Your Jurisdiction?”  

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Emergency provisions brought in 

MIKE de Kock had prepared much more than five loaves of 

bread  and two fish to feed the masses at a stable braai for 

guests, friends and occasional travellers to Dubai, at Blue 

Stables, Meydan, on Thursday night, But word has it that JJ 

van der Linden and Joao Da Mata (front), swallowed half a 

cow  and a lamb each before the others could tuck in.  

Thankfully, Mike brought in some emergency Halaal rations 

from Downtown Dubai and everyone left happy, well fed and 

full of wine!  

Tara Laing’s Thai surprise 

TOP PE trainer Tara Laing says that walking into her stable 

office is like “walking into a Thai Massage Parlour” - and 

please, she is referring to names of horses on her wall. The 

last thing we want is an over-eager Port Elizabeth stipe to raid 

the yard for suspicion of illegal activities! Tara is just joking, 

dear stipes, and all she ever wants is a happy ending! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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