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 Tuesday 5 March 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

TONY Nassif with Outside Edge (Luke Ferraris). 

For the love of the game! 
T0NY NASSIF AVOIDS NEGATIVITY 

IN just a few months, Tony Nassif will be celebrating his 

40th year as a licensed trainer in South Africa. He’s never 

had more than 25, maybe 30 horses in his care and he is 

presently down to 12, but life, and racing, has never 

pinned him down. He is as enthusiastic today as in 1980, 

when he saddled his first winner. 

You’ll find Nassif (68) in a coffee shop somewhere  

spending time with himself, or in a hotel lobby with his racing 

friends during Durban July or Sun Met time when he doesn’t 

always have a runner and travels down just to experience the 

fun of it. 

 

“I’m not the type of person who begs for horses and I won’t 

take a horse from another trainer.  I just don’t work that way. I 

love my racing, I make do with what I have, I 

don’t play games and I take the ups and 

downs as they come. Life is simple. You must 

keep a positive mindset. When you are  

negative, you attract negative things.” 

 

Nassif was at his most successful in the 

1990s when he trained a host of runners for 

his mother, “TT” (Thelma) Nassif and they en-

joyed feature wins with Spanish Brook, Stud 

Muffin, Right Connection, Mill Brook, Tranquilli-

ty and Vistula, the 1994 KZN Fillies Guineas 

winner over Outstanding Star and Kundalini. 

 

“My mother is still active at 85, still working, 

but she’s taken a break from owning,” tells 

Nassif, himself already a grandfather of eight, 

though he doesn’t seem to have aged much in 

the last four decades. 

 

He’s enjoyed an affinity with racing in Durban 

and has raided the KZN tracks from his 

Turffontein base dozens of times, often with a 

single runner. He’s often struck with single 

runners too, like last Sunday, when he took Jay 

Peg gelding Outside Edge (Luke Ferraris, 16-

1), to Greyville and beat the hot-pot favourite 

Roy’s Physco. 

 

Nassif tells: “I’ve always got one eye on the 

Durban fields, it’s a weaker centre and when I 

have a suitable horse I like to raid. When the 

nominations came out I looked through the 

race and I knew Roy’s Physco would be the 

fancied runner. I watched him race in  

December, he looked like a horse without 

much will to win and I reckoned Outside Edge 

would be too good for him, and he was.” 

 

He was full of praise for Luke Ferraris and 

said: “What a top young rider, he has a bright 

future. He’s ridden three of my runners for a 

winner, a second and a fifth place.” 

He said that Outside Edge should have won 

sooner and explained: “If you look back at his 

earlier form, he ran close to Warrior’s Rest and 

Nordic Rebel and was narrowly beaten by 

Huyssteen over 1400m at the Vaal. 

“Outside Edge lost his way a bit after that and I 

threw him out of training. He came back and 

finished eight lengths off Flash Burn (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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TONY NASSIF (fm p1) 

 

in what I thought was a powerful Maiden Plate. He ran 

well, improved after the run and was an ideal strike 

horse for Durban.” 

 

Eight of Nassif’s 12-strong string are two-year-olds 

and one, Silver Sea, by Silvano, makes his debut for 

his brother Shalita Nassif and Craig Wittle at the Vaal 

today.  “He’s a nice horse, I haven’t pressed him but 

he could finish somewhere in the money,” said the 

trainer. 

 

He is excited about three progeny of Flower Alley who 

have joined the yard. “They look smart, one is a half-

sister to Alec Laird’s Gambado, another is from the 

family of Paul Peter’s Hungry Heart.” 

 

Bless you, Mr Nassif!  - tt. 

Entries: Gr1 Champions Challenge 

 

 

HERE are the entries for the R4-million Premier’s 

Champions Challenge (Grade 1) over 2000m at 

Turffontein on Saturday 4 May. 

 

3 AL DANZA Geoff Woodruff 106 

13 ALYAASAAT (AUS) Mike de Kock 105 

7 BARAHIN Mike de Kock 108 

9 CASCAPEDIA (IRE) Mike de Kock 110 

15 CASH TIME Ashley Fortune 97 

17 DARK MOON RISING Paul Lafferty 103 

10 DAWN ASSAULT St John Gray 106 

1 FORT EMBER Paul Peter 99 

14 HAWWAAM Mike de Kock 121 

2 HERO’S HONOUR Gary Alexander 109 

20 LEGAL EAGLE Sean Tarry 120 

18 MADE TO CONQUER Justin Snaith 108 

8 NOBLE SECRET Mike de Kock 105 

5 ODD ROB Gary Alexander 86 

6 OWLINTHETREE Geoff Woodruff 99 

19 RED CHESNUT ROAD R A Hill/S R Hill 102 

11 RETURN FLIGHT Sean Tarry 105 

21 SECRET POTION Geoff Woodruff 107 

12 SOQRAT (AUS) Mike de Kock 124 

22 TILBURY FORT Sean Tarry 110 

4 UNAGI Gary Alexander 92 

16 ZILLZAAL Sean Tarry 106  

HERO’S Honour. 

Celtic Sea: Put and Take! 
 

SEAN Tarry’s Celtic Sea is most unlikely to lose Race 5 

at the Vaal today, it’s put-and-take as they say, but at 1-

3 you can put and you won’t be taking much! Use this 

smart filly as a banker all round and get the cash that 

way. How do we recognise Value? Well, look at Race 6 

today and compare No 3 Cumberland (20-1) with the 

favourite 5 Certifiable (4-1). Look at Cumberland’s run 

on 25 August 2018, and then compare their runs in the 

same race on 27 November. You will know where the 

value lies!  
 

Vaal Selections: 

 

Race 1:  (10) Green Laser (7) Doublethink (13) Silver 

Sea (6) Crimson God 

Race 2:  (1) Mighty Rock (3) Wild Fire (6) Noble Emblem 

(2) The Litigator 

Race 3:  (7) Got The Greenlight (5) Ehsaan (3) Creation 

(2) Baby Let’s Mambo 

Race 4: (2) It Takes Two (1) Hartleyfive (7) Ocean’s Pride 

(4) Catch A Glimpse 

Race 5:  (2) Celtic Sea (3) Victor Forth (1) Benji (6) 

Friend Of Time 

Race 6: (3) Cumberland (5) Certifiable (6) Battle Creek 

(2) Smoke 

Race 7:  (1) Forest Express (2) Woodland’s Forest (3) 

Africa’s Gold (5) Ryder 

Race 8: (11) Big Myth (7) Mattina (5) Poormanslady (1) 

The Sash 

Race 9: (17) Fife (1) Targaryan Queen 6) Take My Word 

(19) Hareer 
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CHILDREN and teachers at the Rekopane Primary School in Lonely Park, Mafikeng, to which Phumelela donated 

clothes and stationary worth R50 000. 

Phumelela donates to needy Mafikeng school 

A total of 32 learners from the Rekopane Primary School in Lonely Park, Mafikeng, have received 

school  uniforms thanks to a donation totalling about R50 000 from Phumelela. 

The school also received stationary to alleviate the 

shortage experienced in this disadvantaged, rural  

community. 

 

The stationary includes pens, pencils, glue, scissors, 

pencil bags, book covers, paper, and crayons. 

 

“Phumelela undertakes a number of Corporate Social 

Investment projects every year,” said Jerry Warie, brand 

manager at Phumelela. 

 

“We make a concerted effort to focus on rural commu-

nities when it comes to our CSI initiatives. Rural com-

munities are traditionally not as affluent and often 

struggle with a higher volume of disadvantaged  

learners. 

 

“We were made aware of the plight of the Rekopane 

Primary School in Mafikeng and decided to step in to 

help alleviate one of their most critical pressure points. 

“All too often, kids in rural schools have to attend 

school wearing hand-me-down shoes with holes, torn 

socks, worn-out pants and shirts, subjecting them to 

mockery. Hopefully our small contribution here will 

help to uplift some of the most disadvantaged  

children, lifting their spirit and contributing to their self

-esteem.” 

 

Phumelela’s donation to the Rekopane Primary School 

was facilitated by Koos Sedumedi from the Men For 

Real Gender Advocacy Group in Mafikeng. 

 

“Men For Real has been involved with the school for a 

while now and we decided to approach Phumelela for 

help because the need in that community is really 

big,” said Sedumedi. 

Men for Real is a non-profit organisation which primar-

ily focuses on combating gender violence through the 

education of boys and young men.  - Media release. 
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TYE Angland with David Payne in happier days. 

Jockey Angland is a  

quadriplegic after fall 

THE Australian Jockeys’ Association has confirmed 

jockey Tye Angland has been left a quadriplegic after a 

fall in Hong Kong last year. 

Angland was speared head first into the turf soon after the 

start of a race at Sha Tin on November 25. In a statement 

on Tuesday, AJA chairman Des O’Keeffe said the spinal 

cord injury Angland sustained could not be repaired and as 

a result, he is a quadriplegic. 

 

“Tye has some movement in his arms but is unable to 

walk,’’ O’Keeffe said in a statement. 

 

“Tye remains at the Royal Rehabilitation Centre in Sydney 

as he continues his recovery and rehabilitation. 

 

“Together, the family are currently working with a range of 

stakeholders in terms of co-ordinating and financing Tye’s 

on-going care and the family’s long-term needs. 

“His wife Erin and the couple’s three children 

Alexis, Addison and Rylan continue to be amazed 

by the support they have received and wish to say 

thank you to everyone who has reached out to 

them.’’ 

 

Trainer David Payne, the former South African,  

echoed what the racing industry was feeling when 

hearing the news. 

 

“It’s devastating,” Payne said. “He’s such a young 

man with children. It leaves a big hole. Not just as 

a rider but as someone who hangs around us.” 

 

Payne and Angland combined to win two Group 1s 

with Ace High in 2017 and the Rosehill trainer 

has fond memories of their time together at the 

track.  - Herald Sun. 

At Melbourne Premier Sale 
 

A Brazen Beau colt stole the limelight early on 

Day 1 of the Melbourne Premier Yearling Sale, 

becoming the second-most expensive yearling 

ever sold in Victoria. 

 
Orbis Bloodstock paid $800,000 for the colt (ex 

Up In Lights), edging out Yulong Investments in 

a stunning bidding duel for the Bhima Thor-

oughbreds offering. 

 
The early action set the scene for the day, 

where a huge crowd attended the opening of 

the new-look Oaklands Junction, creating some 

great theatre throughout the afternoon. 

 
Mike Fleming, of Bhima Thoroughbreds, wasn’t 

expecting such a high price for the colt, who 

was offered on behalf of client David Gillies. 
“I’ve never bought a horse to a sale that has 

improved so much each day as the week has 

gone on,’’ Fleming said. 

 
“This colt is an exceptional individual. He was 

extremely popular all week with parades. We 

were confident he’d sell well.”  - racing.com. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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What horsey people look like to others 

IF you love horses, own them, feed them, train them or bet on 

them, you would have heard this expression from one or more 

family members: “If you spend more time in the stables you 

will start looking like a horse!” And then there’s the old bitchy 

expression used by ladies who don’t like “horse ladies”  

grabbing the spotlight: “Look at her, her face look’s like a 

horse’s face!” The thing is, horsey people don’t mind being 

mocked, theirs is a life well lived in the company of majestic 

animals. And they’re all wishing for the day the Reptoids 

among us will share the secrets to shape-shifting so they can 

change to equines, permanently! 

A Tickle on this Tuesday... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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