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 Friday 1 March 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

PACIFIC Chestnut (far side) produced a sustained run for Aldo Domeyer. (Wayne Marks). 

Don’t abandon thorough form analysis 

for blindly following jockeys 
The past few race-meetings around the country have been very lucrative for punters as bookmakers 

got hit often and hard by well-conceived, substantial strikes. The heaviest blow of all was on The  

Honey Badger, backed from 10/1 into 3/1 favourite in a Turffontein Maiden. Stan Ferreira is an astute 

trainer and the gamble was safely landed as the moderate Badgers Gift gelding found exactly the right 

2400m staying race to make the plunge count. 

Ferreira’s got a small string and does not waste runs, having only saddled 34 entries this year. Five of these 

have been winners and they’re usually supported in the market when primed to deliver peak performances. The 

80/20 principle applies in South African racing with the bigger yards dominating in terms of numbers of  

participants and winners, but it would be foolish to overlook skilful conditioners like the canny Ferreira who,  

despite lacking the firepower of the big guns, still remain competitive. 

 
Boutique was the highest traded horse of the whole week. She was backed to score at her second   (to page 2) 
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A feast of value betting 
 
CLASSIC Day at Turffontein presents carryovers, bigger 

pools and some “monkey money” in the pot (first-time 

bettors). There is good value about all of Tendre (16-1, 

Race 5); Isignis (13-1, Race 7), Storm Destiny (13-1, 

Race 8) and Jailhouse Jazz (13-1 R10), our pair of bets 

are Insignis (well weighted, R7) Storm Destiny, classy, 

distance-suited filly guaranteed to see out 1800m in 

SA Fillies Classic. Value bets are recommended each-

way and appear in Red. 

 

Turffontein Selections: 
 

Race 1:  (9) Captain Flynt (12) Responsible (2) The 

Sands (3) Belton Road 

Race 2:  (7) The Makwakkers (2) Greatest Wish (4) 

Maroon Bells (1) Toastmaster 

Race 3:  (2) Top Shot (1) The Dazzler (8) Throng (5) 

Come The Day 

Race 4:  (1) Dawn Assault (4) Liege (2) Puget Sound (6) 

Cash Time 

Race 5:  (11) Tendre (8) Tirzan (2) Dromedaris (7) Won-

drous Climber 

Race 6:  (11) Soqrat (1) Will Pays (13) Al Danza (7) Red 

Chestnut Road 

Race 7:  (8) Insignis (3) Silver Thursday (10) Greener 

Pastures (11) High Seas Beauty 

Race 8:  (7) Storm Destiny (4) Return Flight (5) Running 

Brave (3) Second Request 

Race 9:  (2) Hawwaam (4) Baharin (5) Zilzaal (1) Na-

tional Park 

Race 10:  (13) Jailhouse Jazz (9) Miss Pinkerton (6) 

Opera (7) Ulla 

Race 11: (2) William Henley (3) French Leave (1) Adolfo 

(5) Gold Griffin 

Race 12: (1) Rings and Things (5) Piccadilly Square 

(12) Wrap It Up (3) Sand Princess 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE   

DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS    
  

Interbet do not offer the “ open (Tote) bet ” – 100% of 

all Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. This 

means that (unlike Tote bets placed with bookmakers 

that lay all or part those bets themselves), the “ rake ” 

from the Tote pools goes directly towards running 

horseracing and paying owners’ stakes. 

DON’T GO IN BLIND (fm p1) 

 
racetrack appearance, shortening from 33/10 down 

to 19/10. Alec Laird is a consummate horseman from 

a dynastic racing family, and he got the expected  

improvement out of this Mastercraftsman filly.  

Boutique was bred at Mauritzfontein, a wild, spacious 

stud farm situated in the Kimberley veldt founded by 

Harry Oppenheimer, and now expertly run by Guy  

Murdoch and his diligent team. 

 

Laird was also spot on with Drop Kick in the Egoli Mile, 

punted from 8’s to half those odds. The Judpot gelding 

had run credibly over 2000m just three weeks earlier 

and that edge in stamina helped him outstay Captain 

of Tortuga when bought back to a shorter route. 

 

Other well-backed winners on the 9th February at 

Turffontein included Jetorio (6/1 – 3/1), Powered 

Beauty (8/1 – 5/1) and Mighty High (1/1 – 7/10). 

Interbet traders report this was one of those days 

where punters were “putting and taking” as a succes-

sion of steamers vindicated market support. 

 

Captain of Stealth was another to punish the bookies. 

By Captain Al, out of a Jet Master mare, this juvenile 

arrived on track with a big reputation and was punted 

into odds on from an opening call of 12/10. The  

Kenilworth opposition was not menacing at all, with 

nothing getting close to Vaughan Marshall’s  

frontrunner. A rejuvenated MJ Byleveld did this  

steering job to amble in by five lengths. 

 

Punters prevailed over the bookies at this Cape meet-

ing, as well. Vandah’s Spirit is a slightly built Trippi 

juvenile that can scuttle. The short-priced opening 

offer of 8/10 was seen as a bargain by backers and 

the filly bolted clear by four lengths at an S.P. of 6/10. 

Bass Racing Stables enjoyed a fine day as Pacific 

Chestnut (9/2 – 7/2) finished best to nail Cedar Man 

in the 3200m Kenilworth Cup. They also closed out 

the card when Marinaresco’s half-brother, Mercurana 

came from last with a rails run to zap favoured, Destin. 

 

Rose in Bloom in the G3 Vasco Prix du Cap and  

Kasimir in the Khaya Stables G2 Diadem Stakes were 

popular top- of- the- boards winners. Only a few smart 

“shrewdies” found Run Red in the Jet Master Stakes, 

though. Form cannot always be taken at face value 

and more nuanced interpretations must be made, 

especially when seeking out promising long shots.  

 

Run Red was put in his place when defeated at his 

most recent start but that was after pulling early and 

folding late. Different tactics were applied this time 

and the money went down as he was conserved for a 

telling finishing burst. Those who took the 25/1 would 

have been delighted. This startling form reversal  

combined with Libra’s mild upset in the opening leg 

and Mercurana’s wake up in the last paved the way 

for a monster P6 dividend of 807K. 

 

Joburg punters really have been coining  it.  (to p6) 



3 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


4 

 



5 

 

Computaform reverts swiftly back to quality stock 

“WHEN the customer talks, you have to listen, because the customer, after all, is always right!” That is 

how Phumelela Betting Executive Rob Scott announced his decision to revert back to printing  

ComputaForm on 70gsm Bond paper and discontinue the process of printing it on 48.8gsm Newsprint 

paper. 

“It’s a pity that the industry could not appreciate the cost 

implication and work with us,” said Scott. 

 

“We have been absorbing big increases in the production, 

printing and distribution costs and we have been doing it to 

ensure that the ComputaForm remains affordable. 

 

“If we merely shift all the price increases to our customers, 

then ComputaForm would become unaffordable to the aver-

age punter.” 

According to Scott Phumelela cannot, however, continue 

absorbing rising costs indefinitely and the price of  

ComputaForm will have to be reviewed in the near future. 

 

“We appreciate the link between the racing data and bet-

ting and we will continue to strive to provide our customers 

with as much relevant data at the most cost-effective price. 

 

“The reality is that the industry as a whole would have bene-

fitted from the cost-savings by printing ComputaForm on 

newsprint.” 

 

Scott also reiterated that while the price structure of the 

printed ComputaForm will be reviewed, the price of the 

online edition will remain unchanged. 

 

Online subscribers can get a full year’s online books for only 

R600. This subscription covers well over 400 books at 

around R1.44 per book while buying a printed copy of every 

ComputaForm book will cost punters more than R16,000 

annually at the current price.   - Phumelela. 

READERS’ LETTER 
 

I read with interest Mr Rob Scott’s announcement 

that Computaform may not be available in a  

printed edition soon because of the price of paper. 

That is the way I realise many publications around 

the world have gone, but I do wish to make a few 

points in this respect. 

 

Computaform is an iconic race book, it has been a 

companion to several generations of serious  

racing people. 

 

Second I want to say there is a lot of people who 

prefer the printed issue. I like to sit on my couch 

and read Computaforn with my pen in my hands. I 

mark my book for the next day. It’s all there, nice 

and compact. I can’t highlight form on my desktop 

or laptop. Printing out every edition not only takes 

time and effort, the fact is that ink is completely 

unaffordable. Computaform takes about 40 – 60 

pages to be printed out per meeting. I don’t know 

about you, but after three of four printouts my 

printer gives a warning for “low ink” – and I’m 

most certainly not going to spend in excess of 

R1000 per month on ink. 

 

So that leaves studying online, on your screen, 

which is just not the same. As I say you can’t 

make notes and marks, you can’t see all the hors-

es at a glance and sometimes when you scroll 

down you “lose” a horse.  Scrolling cuts away from 

one page to a next and then you lose stuff, it’s a 

mess. So my honest request to Mr Scott is, if you 

have to put the price of Computaform up then do 

so, but please try to keep the printed version  

available. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Ben Nortje, Horison 
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DON’T GO IN BLIND (fm p1) 

 

The Turffontein program on the 23rd  

February proved a gold mine for them, with 

little respite for battered layers. UFO (5/2 – 

2/1) Liberado (5/2 – 18/10) Parisienne 

Chic (9/2 – 7/2) Rail Trip (16/10 – 13/10) 

Green Plains (5/2 – 17/10), Orpheus (9/2 

– 3/1) and My Dream Chaser (33/10 – 

22/10) all posed in the Number 1 box. Even 

where an odds- on shot Mighty Rock got 

rolled, it was not really a helpful result for 

the bookies. Punters somehow found long 

time Maiden, The Bee Eff Gee coming to 

light at his fifteenth start – Gary Alexander’s 

charge shortened from 20’s into 8/1 and 

snuck a narrow verdict over Mighty Rock. 

 

To add salt to the wounds of bookmakers, 

nine out of ten favourites arrived at Sha Tin 

that morning with Zac Purton, one of the 

rulers of the Hong Kong jockey colony with a 

22% strike rate, bagging a six timer!  

Inevitably, though these streaks have a way 

of rectifying themselves – statisticians may 

call it a ‘reversion to the mean.”  

 

Just as Hong Kong punters believe Purton 

can walk on water, so Durban horseplayers 

place great faith in Anton Marcus. Yet on the 

22nd February, that faith proved misplaced. 

 

Marcus was aboard Mokoko, Elusive Diva, 

Mana Santana, Mashari and Roy’s Psycho 

and all five got toppled. His current strike 

rate is an excellent 31% with 126 winners 

from 406 mounts, though backing him every 

time would still leave punters in the red with 

a loss to a R1 level stake of – R39.  

 

Checking out a recent Log ranking SA’s  

finest jockeys by wins, note that not one in 

the Top Ten is returning a level stakes profit. 

This is by no means meant as a critique of 

our best hoops. It does, however, confirm 

that backing jockeys indiscriminately  

regardless of the individual merits of the 

horses they ride and the market odds, is no 

shortcut to profitability.  - tt. 

SOCCER TOURNAMENT ON 

KLAWERVLEI’S RACE DAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE inaugural Klawervlei Soccer Tournament will be staged infield 

at Durbanville Racecourse during the Klawervlei Ray Day on  

Saturday, 9 March. The tournament starts at 10am and the final 

will be played at 13:15. 

 

“This is first year we have this race and soccer tournament and 

it’s to enable the men and women that actually work with the 

horses to come and have fun and actually see what happens on a 

race day. They put in the hard work on the farm and many never 

ever get to a course,” said Micaela Cross of Klawervlei. 

  

The Soccer tournament is another fun aspect of the day and there 

is a prize of R 10 000 to the winning team courtesy of Betting 

World. The Klawervlei Stud Stake Race is worth R225k with  

Betting World also a sponsor. Horses partaking in this race were 

purchased at last year’s Klawervlei Farm Sale. 

  

“We will have a braai for all the teams after the tournament has 

ended and the players along with their friends and family can  

enjoy a day at the races,” added Cross. 

 

The 10 participating teams are: 

 

Klawervlei Stud 

Drakenstein Stud 

Lammerskraal Stud 

Klipdrfit Stud 

Sandown Stud 

Maine Chance Farm 

Ridgemont  

Snaith Racing 

Eric Sands Racing 

Agri Expo                                                                                    -tt. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Quote of the week 

“Horses are not bred for food and should be removed from 

the food chain entirely. They are acquired for slaughter  

without disclosure & through fraud & misrepresentation. The 

entire slaughter process is cruel, inhumane and perpetuates 

abuse and neglect.” - Robert Redford. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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