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LOOK at him. Captain Of Stealth, another Marshall champ? 

Captain Of Stealth won’t be sneaking up on racing fans 

FOR the fourth year running, trainer Vaughan Marshall has a colt by Captain Al who looks well above 

average. We at Turf Talk checked in with Vaughan at the start of the careers of Willian Longsword, Tap 

O’Noth and One World, and now Captain Of Stealth has appeared on the scene. 

It started in May 2016 when William Longsword broke 

his Maiden over 1400m and went on to win the Gr1 

Cape Guineas before going to stud. 

 

In April 2017 Tap O’Noth won his 1400m debut and 

also went on to Guineas glory before becoming a  

regular Gr1 feature contender. 

 

One World make his debut in March 2018, he’s an 

exceptional sort whose only defeat came when he was 

beaten a length-and-a-half into third by Soqrat in the 

Guineas, but he’s pretty much shown his class every-

where else and is still regarded as one of the top three 

classic colts in the land. 

 

Captain Of Stealth has come around a bit earlier in the 

year and he doesn’t look as big and bulky on the  

naked eye as his predecessors, but he quickened in 

similar fashion to win his 1400m Maiden by 5.50-

lengths last Saturday.  

 

He did it in a fast time too and, who knows, perhaps 

he is going exactly the same way as his formidable 

stable mates. 

 

Marshall said, like he did on three previous occasions: 

“Captain Of Stealth was impressive, all the right signs 

are there but I won’t be able to tell you until later this 

year how this one will shape as a possible classic 

horse.  

 

“It’s just too soon to tell, but we will be  (to page 2) 
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CAPTAIN OF STEALTH (fm p1) 

 
following the same procedures as we did with the other 

Captain Als. Captain Of Stealth does look like a smart sort, 

too. He’s a taller horse than the other three, he has the  

influence of Jet Master in his female line. We looked at him 

at the Cape Premier Yearling Sale because he’s a half-

brother to our decent filly Rocket Girl.” 

 

Captain of Stealth was a R500,000 purchase for owners 

Pat Freestone and John Habib, who’ll be looking forward to 

the day they can say, “big bargain buy!”.  

 

It’s not an impossible dream at all, history repeats itself in 

Marshall’s yard, and jockey MJ Byleveld, who has partnered 

all four, told Turf Talk: “Nobody likes to have pressure on 

them, but I know we have another horse here that people 

are going to watch. It’s uncanny. Over the last few seasons 

we’ve seen the Captain Als come into the yard and they all 

showed ability from the first day they were put through their 

paces. 

“Like Mr Marshall I can’t make early predictions, we know 

Captain Of Stealth only beat a small field on Saturday, but 

I’ve sat on the second horse, he is not a bad sort at all. The 

stable will bring the new Captain Al along like we did with 

the others, at this stage we can just hope he develops along 

the same way.” 

 

Asked to compare the four on what he felt underneath him 

as a rider, Byleveld said: “Of the four, William Longsword 

was the biggest, but he was also compact and the lightest 

on his feet, almost like a sprinter. 

 

“Tap O’Noth is a longer horse, if that makes sense, rangier. I 

still think we’ll see some of his best over 2000m. 

 

“One World is a workmanlike horse who quickens well. 

Some pundits reckon 1600m is his maximum, but I think he 

will go further. Every time I’ve ridden him over 1400m and 

1500m he had much extra to come and he wanted to run 

further. He’s a very game colt. 

 

“As specimens, I’d put One World and Captain Of Stealth in 

the same category. Captain Of Stealth has a good cruising 

speed and he quickens and I can tell you he ran on way 

past the post on Saturday, I only pulled him up at the 

2000m mark. In the morning, when I canter him, he just 

wants to go. He loves to run!”   - tt. 

MJ Byleveld: “Captain Of Stealth is a colt that wants to go, 

he loves to run.” 

Closely-matched races 

make for good racing 
 
TODAY’s Kenilworth meeting is interesting in that 

you’ll get a good run for your money from two or 

three runners in various races. In Race 2, one can 

probably feel an equal measure of confidence 

about Salt and Vendee Globe, in Race 4  Danger 

Zone, Je Nes Sais Quoi and Transylvania seem to 

have equal chances, same for Crome Yellow, Mag-

ic Mike and Rock My Soul in Race 6. We’ve picked 

ours in these close form races, and the best value 

lies with Andre Nel’s Crome Yellow, a hard-

knocking runner almost certainly better than 7-1. 

Justin Snaith was quite complimentary about 

Crown Towers (Race 7), he can be watched for a 

good run today, and we also think Ground Control 

will win Race 1. 

 

Kenilworth Selections: 
 

Race 1:  (4) Ground Control (6) On My Mind (1) 

Minnesota Dream (7) Pinkerton 

Race 2:  (1) Salt (14) Vendee Globe (2) Gold Pact 

(3) Windy Flight 

Race 3:  (9) Luxembourg (3) Middle Wood (6) Mio 

Vito (2) Dharma 

Race 4:  (3) Transylvania (2) Je Nes Sais Quoi (1) 

Danger Zone (8) Big Suze 

Race 5:  (5) Streetfighting Man (6) Perfect Sum-

mer (2) Ancestry (3) St Vladimir 

Race 6:  (10) Crome Yellow (2) Rock My Soul (3) 

Magic Mike (6) Nexus 

Race 7:  (7) Crown Towers (4) Crown and Country 

(5) What A Winner (10) All About The Bass 

Race 8:  (1) Sunshine Mint (2) Four’s A Crowd (4) 

Durty Nelly (7) Alsflamingbeauty 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE   

DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS    
  

Interbet do not offer the “ open (Tote) bet ” – 

100% of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote 

pools. This means that (unlike Tote bets placed 

with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 

themselves), the “ rake ” from the Tote pools goes 

directly towards running horseracing and paying 

owners’ stakes. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
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Premier Futsal League is 

expanded to 10 teams 
 

FROM March the Premier Futsal League (PFL) 

has been expanded from eight to 10 teams with 

the addition of Polokwane City and Limpopo 

Rovers. 

 

There will be 10 matches daily Monday through 

Friday with each team playing twice a day. The 

venue is also changing from an outdoor to an 

indoor venue on Monday 4 March. The new ven-

ue will ensure the weather has no impact on the 

daily schedule of games. 

 

Starting times of matches have been ad-

justed to accommodate the two new teams 

and to better suit TAB and Betting World 

soccer customers. The first match will begin 

at 10:15 daily and the last at 17:20, ena-

bling all bets on the day’s matches to be 

paid out before close of business. 
 

New starting times from March: 

 

M1 = 10:15 

M2 = 11:00 

M3 = 11:50 

M4 = 12:35 

M5 = 13:25 

M6 = 14:10 

M7 = 15:00 

M8 = 15:45 

M9 = 16:35 

M10 = 17:20 

 

The TAB betting menu for the PFL is also chang-

ing. Soccer 10 will be trialled on an experi-

mental basis on M1 to M10 with a Soccer 6 on 

M5 to M10 and a Soccer 4 to M7 to M10. 

 

TAB will also launch a new bet - Soccer 2 - on 

PFL games on a trial basis. The bet can be 

played for the first time on Tuesday 5 March 

and full details will be released in due course. 

 

In the meanwhile enjoy the final days of the Feb-

ruary PFL. Matches are all-action, high-speed 

contests and can be viewed live on TV in all TAB 

and Betting World stores.—TAB. 

LAST week’s Egoli Mile winner Drop Kick was sold for 

R380,000 at today’s Shongweni Sale, knocked down to a 

leading Bay trainer Grant Paddock. Watch out PE, here 

comes a good horse!  (Candiese Marnewick). 
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SEBRING was a life-changer. 

The rollercoaster ride  

with Sebring (AUS) 

FOR a horse whose racing career spanned just six race 

starts over four fabulous months, Sebring's impact was 

extraordinary whether it be for his first-time owners, his 

young jockey and eventually the staff at the stud farm he 

stood at as a successful stallion.  

 
When Widden Stud boss Antony Thompson used the term "life-

changing" to describe Sebring's impact and legacy after the stal-

lion's passing on Saturday, it wasn't hyperbole.  

 

Sebring was the first horse John and Anne McDonnell ever had 

go to the races and when the 2008 G1 Golden Slipper and G1 

Sires' Produce winner was edged out in the G1 Champagne 

Stakes less than four months later, it was the first race they had 

ever lost.  

 

It was some sort of rollercoaster for the couple that, needing a 

new hobby upon moving back to Australia from New Zealand, 

had bought 20% of the $130,000 yearling purchase with trainer 

Gai Waterhouse and syndicator Star Thoroughbreds. 

 

"For us, he changed racing from an interest to a passion, and 

our lives changed very dramatically because of him. He has 

changed a lot of lives," an emotional John 

McDonnell said on Sunday. "We now own 

three dozen horses, including racehorses 

and breeding stock, and this all comes from 

Sebring. Before Sebring my wife couldn't 

even listen to a horse race and now she runs 

two Facebook pages and a twitter account 

dedicated to racing." 

 

The McDonnells stayed in the game when 

Sebring's whirlwind career came to an end 

after just six starts, a move that paid off as 

the young sire moved through the ranks.  

 

"We were advised by all and sundry that we 

were idiots for not selling our interest in him, 

and we obviously haven't regretted that," he 

said. But almost everything we have got 

from Sebring we have put back into the  

industry."  

 

Those re-investments included buying into 

another track to stud success story, G1  

Melbourne Cup winner Fiorente (Ire), G1 

winner Glencadam Gold (Ire) (Refuse To 

Bend {Ire}) and G2 Shannon Stakes winner 

Rain Drum (Fastnet Rock).  

 

More recently the couple have continued 

their involvement with promising young  

horses Cool Passion (Not A Single Doubt), 

Sesar (Sebring) and Sun City (Zoustar). 

"We came into a sport that was completely 

foreign to us, but now I say to everybody that 

I have two wishes, one, that everyone could 

own a horse, and that two, that their first 

horse could be as good as Sebring. I just 

wish everybody could experience what we 

did with Sebring," McDonnell said. "It really is 

the most amazing game."  - TDN AusNZ   

“I just wish everybody could  

experience what we did with  

Sebring," McDonnell said. "It really 

is the most amazing game."  

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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They’re Mom and Dad about her! 

THE staff at Kentucky’s Taylor Made Farm are mad about  

Michael Stinson and Joe Allen’s newborn filly, a leggy girl by 

California Chrome from Pepper’s  Pride, by Desert God.  Sire 

and dam won no fewer than 35 races between them.  

California Chrome won 16 of 27, including two legs of the  

Triple Crown and the Dubai World Cup, while Pepper’s Pride 

was unbeaten in 19 starts. They can’t ask for a much better 

start on paper! 

A Tjuckle this Tuesday 

YOU’ll understand the joke above if you’re a music lover with a 

collection that includes songs by Glen Campbell. Send your 

own funny horse contributions to editor@turftalk.co,.za 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


7 

 


