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High-riding Tarry will campaign  

Legal Eagle in KZN this year 

THREE times Champion trainer Sean Tarry has revealed 

that his superstar Legal Eagle will be heading for the 

Champions Season and might well line up in the 

Vodacom Durban July. 

This is a change to the routine Legal Eagle has followed in the 

last several years and Tarry said: “In discussion with owners 

Braam van Huysteen, Hedley McGrath and William  

Henderson we been decided to send Legal Eagle down to 

Durban for the Champion Season.” 

 

Asked if this would have a bearing on his third successive 

defence of the Gr1 WFA Horse Chestnut Stakes in April, Tarry 

said: “Probably not, we will race him there again before he 

goes to Durban.” 

 

Legal Eagle has only ever competed once in KwaZulu-Natal, 

finishing an unlucky fifth in the July as a three-year-old when 

starting favourite in 2015. His obvious  

Champion Season target this year is the Grade 

1 Rising Sun Gold Challenge.  

 

Tarry said the July could well be another race he 

would run in although due to his high merit  

rating it will likely depend on who else is taking 

part.  

 

Tarry, who saddled his 2000th winner on Sunday 

when Flash Burn won at Turffontein, recalled his 

first winner in May 1997. It was a battling one 

time winner called Supreme Magic, who won 

over 1400m under Francois Herholdt and  

returned odds of R199 on the Tote. It was his 

first meeting as a licensed trainer. Nine days 

later at Newmarket he won his first feature 

when Sorevof won the Listed John Breval  

Handicap over 1200m at Newmarket under 

Greg Cheyne at odds of 7/1. 

 

Tarry recalled, “In those early days you thought 

anything could win! If it was sound and eating 

well it could win! You didn’t realise how many 

things could go wrong. To just judge a horse on 

well-being and how well it is working is not 

enough. There are underlying factors and you 

also need a real understanding of form and rat-

ings. An astute form studier probably has a bet-

ter chance of predicting a result.” 

 

Tarry once said coming from a non-racing back-

ground had been an advantage as this had  

allowed him to be dynamic and never stuck in 

his ways. 

 

He did have a well documented lucky break  

early in his career. The successful businessman 

Chris van Niekerk had decided on an afternoon 

off to go and visit a training yard or two as he 

had wanted to get more serious about racing 

and needed a new trainer.                 (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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TARRY AND LEGAL EAGLE  (fm p1) 

 

His first two phone calls went unanswered. He then 

phoned Tarry and the rest is history. However, Van 

Niekerk would not still be with Tarry without results and 

those results have been achieved through Tarry’s  

professionalism in every aspect of the game and his  

meticulous attention to detail. 

 

Tarry said, “Attention to detail is really important. There 

are a lot of things to measure. There are also a lot of 

things that can’t be measured, well they can be but you 

can’t go to that expense on every horse, so there are still 

a lot of things to trip you up.”  

- David Thiselton/Gold Circle. 

THE World’s Best Racehorse Rankings Committee 

(WBRRC) has welcomed The National Horseracing 

Authority’s Senior Handicapper, Mr Lennon Maharaj, 

as the South African representative. Lennon attend-

ed his first Committee meeting in Hong Kong during 

December 2018.  It was held under the auspices of 

the International Federation of Horseracing Authori-

ties (IFHA) and comprised of Racing Officials and 

Handicappers representing the five continents.  -tt. 

SA’s Maharaj on WBRRC 

LENNON Maharaj. 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  DIRECTED 

TO TOTE POOLS    
  

Interbet do not offer the “ open (Tote) bet ” – 100% of 

all Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. This 

means that (unlike Tote bets placed with bookmakers 

that lay all or part those bets themselves), the “ rake ” 

from the Tote pools goes directly towards running 

horseracing and paying owners’ stakes. 

Guard against shape of the pear 
 

TODAY’s Vaal meeting has the kind of fields that guar-

antee things will go pear-shaped for favourite backers 

somewhere during the course of the day, so make 

sure you are well covered in the lower division handi-

caps. As long as you do get involved, perhaps today is 

the day we get those elusive structures right! 

Vaal Selections: 

 

Race 1:  (1) Able Surprise (6) Donderweer (11) 

Potala’s Prince (13) Toro Bravo 

Race 2: (13) Boutique (12) Bold Ellie (2) Without Lim-

its (1) It Takes Two 

Race 3:  (1) Palace Assembly (2) Fairbanks (13) Movie 

Magic (16) Stockbridge 

Race 4:  (13) Fife (11) Dancewithadragon (1) Josi De 

Nero (10) Caftan 

Race 5: (8) Refuge  (9) Face The Fire (11) Genesis 

(14) Ryder 

Race 6: (14) Serendipity (18) Movie Award (8) Believe 

Me (3) Pale Lilac 

Race 7:  (5) Cherokee Grey (13) Arrows Of Desire (15) 

Gonnafly (1) Fly Ruler 

Race 8:  (1) Russian Prince (8) Sacred Castle (2) Won-

derwall (5) Miss Pinkerton 

Race 9:  (14) Torrey Pines (15) Fly North (3) Frankly 

(1) Che Bella 

Race 10:  (6) Snow In Seattle (3) Battle Creek (8) Re-

bel Renegade (11) Moon Warrior 

FINAL CARD CHANGES SHEET 

http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2TZdgWn
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HEVERSHAM BY NIGHT IS A NO-COST EVENT. STARTING  TIME IS NOW 5PM. RSVP AND COME! 

BIG Orange with trainer Michael Bell.  

Big Orange is retired from racing 

MICHAEL BELL has been forced to call time on the career of 

Big Orange after his old injury flared up. 
 
A popular stayer also in South Africa being by Drakenstein’s  

resident stallion Duke Of Marmalade, Big Orange won the 2017 Gold 

Cup at Royal Ascot in a thrilling battle with Order Of St George,  

 

He also captured the Goodwood Cup twice and two Princess of 

Wales's Stakes at Newmarket. 

 

Owned by Bill and Tim Gredley, Big Orange had been out of action 

since picking up an injury in the Dubai Gold Cup last March and it is 

the same problem that has returned. 

 

"He'd only been trotting and was due to be re-scanned last Monday, 

but we brought it forward before he started cantering and there's a 

tiny bit of heat on the leg and the warning 

was there," said Bell. 

 

"It was a no-brainer really, given it had 

flared up just through trotting. 
 

"He's sound, he's gone back to  

Stetchworth (Park Stud) and the Gredleys 

will make a decision on what he will do in 

retirement, but he's got a home whatever 

happens. It just depends how active he is 

in retirement. 

 

"He does like being involved and likes a 

routine, but Bill and Tim are horsemen 

through and through and will find  

something he is happy doing." 

 

Bell went on: "The Gold Cup at Ascot is 

right up there with my favourite days, full 

stop - it was just a fantastic horse race. 

I've been very lucky to be the guy that 

trained him. 

 

"Two Goodwood Cups and two Princess of 

Wales's Stakes as well and for two guys 

who are Newmarket born and bred,  

winners at the July Course are particularly 

special. 

 

"He gave his all, the Gredleys loved him 

and we've loved training him. He'll leave a 

big hole to fill, but you feel very lucky to 

have these horses. 

-from Skysports. 

http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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ACTOR William Shatner and his wife, Elizabeth. 

Shatners support equine therapy programs 

ACTOR William Shatner of ‘Star Trek’ and ‘Boston Legal’ fame, and his wife Elizabeth Shatner, are  

deeply entrenched in the horse community—riding, competing and owning champion horses and a 

farm in Kentucky.  

But Elizabeth’s true passion is the All Glory Project 

(AGP), which they founded to raise money to support 

equine therapy programs serving military veterans.  

Among its efforts, the organization sponsors drill teams 

made up of program members and graduates who ride 

at horse shows to raise awareness and funding. 

The idea that horses could do good was planted early. 

In her 20s, Elizabeth turned to riding after she was 

stalked and attacked in college, and she has a seizure-

prone, nonverbal nephew who for years has been 

helped by horse therapy. When she saw in 2007 that 

veterans were returning from war to an ill-equipped 

Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, All Glory 

took shape.  

“They fought for our freedom, but our hospital didn’t 

have enough resources. That flipped me out. It came 

to me that if we all use what we know, we can pull our 

military brothers and sisters back and have a stronger 

and more empathetic community.” - parade.com 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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‘Tommo’ jokes with Thunder Snow 

WE’ve got to be careful here, with all the news about men 

posing as women. UK-based race caller Derek “Tommo” 

Thompson  visited Godolphin’s stables this morning and 

seemed to share a joke with 2018 Dubai World Cup winner 

Thunder Snow. Was Tommo laughing at trainer Saeed bin 

Suroor wearing a dress to work? No, of course not, that’s  

traditional gear in Dubai and Thunder Snow stuck his tongue 

out suggesting, “Joke's on You, Tommo!” 

EARLIER this week Tex Lerena recalled spending time with 

Michael Roberts in the UK during his title chase in the early 

1990s. Here’s Michael back in South Africa in November 

1992, title in the bag, welcomed at Jan Smuts Airport by  

Lerena (still attached to a Camel, Filter, right) and “The  

Godfather”, Roy Curling (on the left). 

Should’ve been Sportsman of the Year! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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