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CAPTAIN’s Girl (Anton Marcus), in the winner’s box with Kingston Busha (left) and trainer Louis Goosen.  

Punters’ form nuggets don’t always manifest at the track 

PUNTERS are in an awkward situation. Whilst they should always concentrate on making good  

decisions, ultimately, they have no influence on the outcome of the races on which they bet.  

Horses run independently to bettor’s fervent wishes, 

controlled only by the preparation skills of trainers and 

the race riding abilities of jockeys. Punters may form 

clever opinions and structure intelligent bets to reflect 

what they believe will happen, but once that is done, 

can only look on helplessly and hope for the best. 

 

That doesn’t absolve horseplayers from taking respon-

sibility, however. Many may choose to duck the harsh 

reality reflected unequivocally in the bottom line and 

instead shift the blame on to unreliable horses, inept 

jockeys and scheming trainers.  

They may harbour the same delusions as comic Jackie 

Mason, who said, “I did a show in another place last 

week where the act before me was so terrible that 

throughout my performance they kept booing him. 

They couldn’t forget how lousy he was. He was so bad 

that some people even walked out on him whilst I was 

still performing.” 

 

Actually, over this past week most punters’’ bottom 

lines were looking in pretty neat shape after a proces-

sion of favourites won around the country. Trading vol-

umes were up encouragingly, due to equine  (to p2) 
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FORM NUGGETS (fm p1) 

 

flu causing the postponement of U.K racing. Interbet’s 

Thagar Moodley reports up to three times more money than 

usual was bet at fixed odds on SA racing. 

 

At the 5th of February Vaal meeting, Chief of State (6/10 - 

7/20) Cosmic Mist (6/1 - 7/2), Spring Poetry (14/10 – 

evens), Ex’s n Oh’s (8/1 – 6/1) and Warrior’s Rest (3/1 – 

14/10) were five market movers that justified strong sup-

port. The following day at Scottsville, Captains Girl (5/2 – 

17/10) scored in the Interbet Pinnacle Stakes with  

Unilateral (5/1 – 28/10) rounding off a nourishing best 

odds 20/1 double for trainer Louis Goosen and ace hoop, 

Anton Marcus. Captain’s Girl is one of the best progeny of  

Noordhoek Flyer. This swift mare has now won six and been 

placed 15 times from 29 starts. 

 

Bookies had been put under pressure from the opening 

race when word got out that Share Holder was unstoppable. 

The money just kept on coming for the Zoffany colt trained 

by Paul Lafferty – in from 9/2 right down to 12/10.  

Experienced jock Mark Khan did the steering as Share Hold-

er ambled home by nearly four lengths to land the strike. 

 

There was no let up for the layers when racing moved back 

to the Highveld. Frosted Gold (8/10 – 7/20) Epic Dream 

(1/1 – 11/20) and Fire and Rescue (18/10 – 14/10) were 

hot favourites that arrived safely. Owner/trainer/breeder St 

John Gray’s Old Man Tyme received astute late money in 

Race 6 and prevailed, albeit narrowly over Danza to land 

the gamble, having been tickled at 16’s into 10’s. Summer 

Afternoon (7/1 – 7/2) was another market springer to 

sneak in - with S’’Manga Khumalo riding vigorously they 

narrowly got the better of Topmost in Race 7. 

 

An ironic part of racetrack life is that punters usually lament 

narrow defeats but seldom crow about good fortune when 

their fancy burgles a close margin win. “I can’t believe my 

bad luck, another second, pipped at the post,” is common 

refrain after a tough beat. Horseplayers that want to enjoy 

the game may find they stay on a more even keel by  

expressing genuine gratitude when the photo finishes go 

their way, rather than only ever moaning when thwarted.  

 

Stable doubles cause the market to constrict, especially 

when the first leg clicks. Glen Kotzen’s Cat Daddy looked 

like it just about had to fall down to lose Race 4 at Kenil-

worth on Saturday and duly stormed past pacemaker, Fate-

ful to shed his Maiden, as the masses expected. Sommer-

sonne shortened after form choice Cat Daddy did the  

right thing in the previous race and was clipped from 3/1 

into 18/10 before also arriving for the Paarl based stable. 

 

Candice Bass Robinson struck twice. There were morning 

work-out rumours from Milnerton of scuttlebutt about 

Cousin Liz who won the opener having been backed from 

16/10 into the red, then Nastergal (7/2 – 3/1) used stalk -

and pounce tactics to get by pace-setting Glamorous Life 

and win Race 6 comfortably. That stable double worked out 

at slightly better than 10/1.  

 

The nightcap also went to the money horse, Run  (to p5) 

Proceed with care after rain 
 

WE’re all a bit starved for racing after a week off 

in Gauteng, but the rain has complicated matters. 

Fortunately for the punter, all yards in Gauteng 

have been affected, so there is no reason to treat 

certain yards different to others They’ve all suf-

fered a lack of track work and in theory should be 

more or less on the same level— needing their 

runs. It will be interesting to see what happens 

and to what extent the downpours will affect the 

runners. There are a few we like to win on this big 

value programme, including Atrevette and Protea  

Paradise, but the safest value bet is perhaps the 

Alexander stable's Super Fine (Race 10), from a 

form yard, showing form and bred for the extra. 
 

Turffontein Selections: (SUNDAY!) 
 

Race 1:  (6) Gin Fizz (1) All My Loving (2) Capt Of 

Colour (14) Tungsten 

Race 2: (3) Vontreo (1 Big Voice Jack (2) Condor 

Gulch 5 Greener Pastures 

Race 3: (10) Atrevete (15) Viking Princess (1) 

Hartleyfive (4) Splat The Cat 

Race 4: (10) Make Your Move (9) Greasepaint (1) 

Copper Jay (2) Talktothestars 

Race 5: (7) Champagne Haze (5) Infamous Fox (2) 

Captain Aldo (1) Will Pays 

Race 6: (7) Mazari (1) Strawberry Pavlova (4) Mrs 

O (6) Gimme Hope Johanna 

Race 7:  (14) Varbonne (6) Prince Of Kahal (7) 

Pure Blonde (4) Red Chestnut Road 

Race 8: (3 Protea Paradise (4) Bank Robber (1) 

Senor Lizzard (5) Indy Ice 

Race 9: (10) Flash Burn (111) Ideal Day (1) Lasair 

(2) Dry Your Eyes 

Race 10: (4) Super Fine (1) Minona (9) Ever Fair 

(10) Jive Express 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  DIRECTED TO 

TOTE POOLS    

  

Interbet do not offer the “ open (Tote) bet ” – 

100% of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote 

pools. This means that (unlike Tote bets placed 

with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 

themselves), the “ rake ” from the Tote pools goes 

directly towards running horseracing and paying 

owners’ stakes. 
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FORM NUGGETS (from p2) 

 
Fox Run (5/2 – 19/10), from Brett Crawford’s Phillipi 

yard. She won the finale full of energy and seems 

worth following. It was another losing day for the book-

ies and meagre exotic dividends were declared as one 

fancied runner after another obliged, catching out ex-

otic bettors who were playing wide looking for upsets. 

Some days all the put- and- take jobs work out without 

any undue drama and it seems an easy game. 

 

Horseplayers can never be complacent though – this 

humbling betting gig is cyclical by nature and success 

never continues unabated, as KZN punters found out 

to their cost a day later at Scottsville. “Superman” 

Marcus, who wins at a phenomenal nation-wide 32% 

clip, managed to get beat on three successive  

favourites in Races 3, 4 and 5.  

 

Amex is turning into a chronic loser having run second 

thrice. He fell a neck short of Thru the Trees after 

shortening from 17/10 – 14/10. Next, the Maiden, 

Father’s Frost clocked in a well-beaten fourth after 

coming in from 28/10 to 18/10, followed by top-

weight Tribal Fusion (5/2) succumbing to Mr Roy by 

three quarters in a Pinnacle Stakes. 

 

Home Ruler at a prohibitive 3/10 and Jack of Hearts 

(both ridden by Marcus) were the only favourites to win 

on the day. Jack of Hearts was heavily opposed by 

Farm Yard Tractor (13/2 – 7/2) who was trying a long-

er route for the first time in his short career. Those 

who kept faith in Marcus and plumped for the  

progressive, Jack of Hearts were rewarded. His odds 

had come down at each successive start as he made 

steady improvement under vastly experienced  

horseman, Garth Puller’s care.  

 

At ever shortening S.P.’s of 66/1, 55/1, 7/1 and on 

Sunday at 14/10, Jack of Hearts returned to the No 1 

box having attracted lively early trade at 2/1.  - tt. 

CANDICE Bass-Robinson’s sprinter Johnny Black, put 

through his paces at Milnerton this morning, and 

snapped by Chase Liebenberg. He can win again soon. 
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HEVERSHAM BY NIGHT IS A NO COST-EVENT. STARTING TIME IS NOW 5PM. RSVP AND COME! 

Racing changes and carryovers update 
WITH three South African race meetings abandoned this week due to inclement weather, and more 

rain forecast for Johannesburg on Saturday, Phumelela has opted to move Saturday’s Turffontein  

race meeting to Sunday, starting at 3pm. 

“Unfortunately, the weather is not something we can 

control,” said Rob Scott, Betting Executive at 

Phumelela. 

 

“By rescheduling Saturday to a twilight meeting on 

Sunday 17 February, we are giving the Turffontein 

track as much time as possibly to dry out sufficiently 

to ensure that racing takes place on a safe surface. 

It also gives trainers, jockeys, the racing public and 

other stakeholders ample time to plan.” 

 

An additional racemeeting is now also scheduled for 

Wednesday, 20 February, at Turffontein. 

Carryovers include: 

Kenilworth, Saturday 16 February, Pick 6 carryover of 

R350,000, with an estimated pool of R2 million; 

 

Scottsville, Sunday 17 February, Pick 6 carryover of 

R200,000 with an estimate pool of R1.7 million. 

 

Turffontein, Wednesday 20 February, Pick 6 carryover 

of R100,000 with an estimated pool of R1.5 million. 

The Sunday race times are as follows: 

 

Race 1: 15:00 Race 2: 15:30 Race 3: 16:00 

Race 4: 16:35 Race 5: 17:10 Race 6: 17:40 

Race 7: 18:10 Race 8: 18:40 Race 9: 19:10 

Race 10: 19:40     -tt. 

http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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SUNDAY’s Gr3 Tommy Hotspur Handicap was named after 

the legendary sprinter trained by Gary Alexander. A chest-

nut by Harry Hotspur from Tabitha Twitchett, Tommy  

Hotspur won 10 races and had two seconds for the stable 

from 12 runs. His wins included the 1997 Gr1  

Computaform Sprint in a course record 56,37s.  Tommy 

Hotspur , at age 27, is still in good health, as can be seen 

from this photo taken by his owner Ashleigh Hughes. He 

stands at Sherwood Farm in the south of Johannesburg 

and is on a special diet—the Alexander family still sponsors 

his keep. The late Jimmy Lithgow once said: “Tommy Hot-

spur is the nearest thing to a Ferrari on the racetrack’  

adding, “No horse in my memory has come close to his 

blistering early speed..” - (extracts from Sporting Post).  - tt. 

The greats get naming rights! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOOWOOMBA trainer Ben Currie (photo) has been 

issued with seven more alleged breaches of the 

rules of racing as part of the ongoing investigation 

into his stable. 

 

It will be alleged that serious animal welfare 

breaches have occurred including the alleged use 

of a jigger on two occasions, unauthorised shock-

wave treatments, failure to report bleeding horses 

to Stewards and race-day treatment breaches in 

contravention of the rules of racing. 

 

Racing Integrity Commissioner Ross Barnett said 

the investigation that commenced on 7 April last 

year was always going to be long and protracted 

and these new allegations stemmed from items 

seized as part of the ongoing Currie Racing case. 

 

The very serious nature of the animal welfare  

allegations that have surfaced as a result of this 

investigation have left us with no choice but to act 

now in the interests of the Queensland racing in-

dustry,” Barnett said. 

 

Mr Currie has been called to a Steward’s Inquiry on 

Monday 18 February at 10am to show cause why 

he should not be suspended.    -  racing.com. 

Doing racing no favours! 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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A scene from London’s Clapton Stadium, also known 

as Millfields Road, a football ground and greyhound stadium in 

the Lower Clapton area of London, active between the 1920s 

and the late 1960s. It was built on top of an old fireworks 

manufactory on the north side of Millfields Road. It hosted the 

Scurry Gold Cup between 1933 and 1954 and could accom-

modate up to 38,000 spectators—up to 20,000 on the major 

dog race days. The stadium was sold, closed and demolished 

in 1974. 

It’s sadly all gone to the dogs! 

A blast from the past 

THIS photo was taken at “South Africa Day”, a promotional 

race day at Newmarket, UK, in September 2008, and features 

the Racing Association’s Larry Wainstein, young Haley Turner 

and the late race caller, Peter O’Sullevan. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

