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 Wednesday 13 February 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

DOUGLAS Whyte, saluting fans for the final time as a jockey last Sunday. The inserts are 1988 and 1990 clips 

from articles about Whyte written in Beeld by Turf Talk editor Charl Pretorius. 

HK$1,5-billion later even sour old hacks have 

to respect the awesome Douglas Whyte 

TURF Talk’s Charl Pretorius remembers a day just over 30 years ago when an “arrogant 

little shit” stepped off the aeroplane from Durban to resume his apprenticeship in  

Johannesburg, and wonders in amazement how Douglas Whyte became the  

supreme professional he is, and how he established himself as a racing legend in rock-

star class.  

The photo just above was the first taken of Douglas 

Whyte when he arrived in Johannesburg on a Sunday 

morning in October 1988, aged 16. I know, because I 

snapped the pic just minutes after he’d landed at then 

Jan Smuts Airport from the Summerveld Jockeys  

Academy. 

 

Two hours prior to that, working the Sunday shift at 

Beeld’s old offices in Troyeville, Johannesburg, my 

erstwhile boss and racing editor Etienne Louw told me 

that three youngsters were arriving on a flight and that 

they’d be completing their apprenticeships in  

Johannesburg.   

 

I was going to write an article for the racing page, but 

the paper’s news department also wanted a ‘colour 

piece’ so they sent actuality reporter Jan Wolmarans 

with me for a ‘meet-and-greet’.                  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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RESPECTING DOUGLAS WHYTE (fm p1) 
 
Three small lads, dressed in Academy blazers, came 

through the airport’s outside doors, where Gauteng’s 

Academy Master Nick Terblanche had parked what 

could have been a Volkswagen Caravelle and opened 

its back-end hatch to load their luggage and riding kits. 

 

We were introduced to Dougie Whyte, Deon Sampson 

and Jannie Bekker and my colleague and I took turns 

to speak to them, and to get a few photos. Problem is, 

Deon was on the shy side, Jannie had trouble deciding 

whether he was Afrikaans or English and Dougie was 

just arrogant, plain and simple. He was evasive,  

sarcastic, didn’t reveal much of himself and gave us 

the impression that we were asking stupid questions. 

Perhaps we were! 

 

Back at the office a few hours later, Jan Wolmarans 

came to me and said: “No, shucks, you take this story 

over, there is nothing to write. Those ‘oukies’ wouldn’t 

talk! It was like tapping water from rocks. And the tiny 

one, Dougie, what an attitude!’  

 

In the end, we ran a photo of the trio with a caption 

only. Our editors were disappointed, they couldn’t 

grasp our inability to get a proper story from three 

young jockeys. We probably got crosses to our names 

that day and it reflected when Nasionale Media’s  

salary reviews came up a few months later! 

 

So, my first impression of Dougie Whyte wasn’t one I’d 

care to remember, but I was forced to, because this 

“lighty” grew in physical size and stature and started 

riding winners, well, like a demon. In my position as 

fledgling racing reporter I was often faced with inter-

viewing him.  

 

There were no cell phones in those days, no Tellytrack 

to pinch post-race comments from. After every race the 

racing scribes walked down to the winner’s enclosure 

to get all the views from connections.  (When I see how 

young Alston Naidoo and Brandon Bailey of Tellytrack 

get snubbed and shrugged off by some trainers today I 

just chuckle and sympathise. Scorn and sarcasm 

seems to be the norm in racing to bring youngsters 

through the ranks. It’s the way it was for us as well, 

though in time you build good relationships, even with 

the tough personalities, and things get much easier). 

 

Back to young Dougie. I had no problems interviewing 

Jean Heming, on occasions had tea with  

Ormond Ferraris, partied with Mike de Kock, had Piere 

Strydom over for dinner, but I never felt comfortable 

with Dougie. When he won a race, and there were  

literally hundreds of them, I sidestepped him and inter-

viewed the owners and trainers afterwards. I took 

Dougie’s quotes from Louw, Robert Garner or Dave 

Mollett. They found him a breath of fresh air. He  

wasn’t even aware of it and would care less today than 

he did then, but I mumbled to my press room col-

leagues, “I won’t interview that arrogant little clown.” 

Whyte wins the QE Cup on London News, 1997. 

Mike de Kock had a lot of time for Whyte, even when 

the spirited youngster tried to annoy him.  One day I 

saw Mike and his former assistant Martin Clarke, 

armed with whips, chasing a 17-year-old Whyte through 

the barns after he’d played a silly prank on them. “Who 

does he think he is?” I cried. “Hey,” said Mike. 

“Respect. He’s just gaaimaking. This boy can ride!”  

 

This week the multiple champion trainer recalled: 

“Dougie’s was no bad attitude, it was confidence. He 

always had it in him. He was a hard worker, he ran from 

ring to ring in the morning to ride work and rode until 

the last horse was back in its stable. Today, the young-

sters just drag their feet to my ring! 

 

“I always had a soft spot for Dougie because his sisters 

went to school with me. Debbie was Head Girl and  

Jenny was in the same class as David Ferraris and I. He 

came from a racing family, his dad was a jockey and a 

bookmaker too, I think. He was always going to be a 

serious player in this game.”  

 

Trainers Gary Alexander, Tobie Spies, Mike Azzie and a 

few others kept telling me the same thing. “Dougie 

Whyte is a star, a champion.” I just shrugged my  

shoulders. Despite the overwhelming evidence, I  

couldn’t have it. ‘He’s no champ,’ I insisted. 

 

Deon Sampson (who knows how to have a  

conversation today!) agrees with the trainers: “Douglas 

Whyte was born to be a star, like today’s young  

sensations Lyle Hewitson and Luke Ferraris. He got 

very good opportunities early in his career, and he used 

them to full effect. He rode winner after winner and 

that is how you become a top class rider. 

“As a young guy, yes, Douglas was mischievous at 

times, some thought he had an air about him. He was 

forever pranking and teasing us at the Apprentice’s 

Academy and he was always one step ahead of us 

when it came to money. When we received our  

allowances of biscuits, Douglas would hide his own and 

sell them to us days later when we got hungry!   (to p5) 

When we received an allowance of biscuits, 

Douglas would hide his own and sell them to 

us a few days later when we got hungry! 
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RESPECTING DOUGLAS WHYTE (fm p2) 

 

“Douglas became so successful because he took every 

chance he got, and made the best of it. Look at Gunter 

Wrogemann, for example. His best opportunities came 

at 50 and he started riding like a champion before his 

injury. Douglas’ chances came early, but he was al-

ways ready and had the talent to use them to his  

advantage. The jocks here in South Africa have great 

respect for him and we are proud of him. He is a  

wonderful achiever and an example to us all!” 

 

Said Dean Alexander, who along with his brother Gary 

and father Duncan had arguably the biggest influence 

on young Douglas Whyte’s career: “Dougie was a 

naughty lad and yes, he had an attitude. But he was 

driven, very driven and perhaps his confidence was 

confused with arrogance.  

 

“He rode for us as stable apprentice for two years, and 

another two or three years after he’d come out of his 

time. The single most outstanding quality he acquired 

was work ethic. He worked every day without fail, on 

the clock, he listened to instructions and always tried 

to improve his skills.” 

 

Duncan echoed much of this and is quoted,  

saying: “Dougie was a little ‘pipsqueak’ when he came 

from the Academy, but we knew within a few weeks 

that he was supremely talented. Importantly too he 

had an attitude to go with his talent. He was respectful 

and willing to learn. He was full of beans and often 

announced there was only one place he wanted to go 

– to the top!” 

Duncan said that Whyte had set goals for himself be-

fore the start of every race meeting. Sometimes he’d 

predict with confidence, ‘Mr Alex, I’m going to ride four 

winners today!’ When he was right, he was all smiles 

and came bragging to us afterwards.” 

 

Whyte, who somewhere along the way decided that 

‘Dougie’ was no longer acceptable and that he’d  

preferred to be called Douglas, never won the national 

championship in South Africa, but that would be  

neither here nor there to him in the grander scheme 

of things. 

 

Perhaps the best description of his extraordinary road 

to success came from Hans Ebert, who wrote a few 

years ago: “Douglas Whyte is not the Wile e Coyote of 

Hong Kong racing for nothing. He’s seen it all and 

knows when to open the door and who to let in when 

opportunity knocks... Douglas Whyte knows how and 

when to play the game. 

 

“Funny how time and consequences and opportunities 

create, like sand through an hourglass, script changes 

to Hong Kong horse racing’s very own “The Days Of 

Our Lives” horse opera. Of course, it depends on who 

can properly read the tea leaves.” 

 

As for this self-absorbed old hack, I put pride and per-

ception in my pocket and wholeheartedly joined the 

league of Douglas Whyte fans when I left the parade 

ring at Greyville just before the Durban July of 2011 

and an all grown-up and faultless professional Dougie 

tipped his cap at me and asked how I was doing.  

 

Thousands of winners around the world, 13 Hong 

Kong Championships, a fan club that most  

mainstream celebrities will be proud of and over $1,5-

billion in gross career earnings prove comprehensively 

that I was wrong about Douglas Whyte.—tt. 
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COUSIN Liz, exciting prospect. 

Great Captain Al keeps  

himself in the news 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s late champion sire Captain Al was 

responsible for a hugely impressive debut winner at Kenil-

worth last Saturday. His two-year-old daughter Cousin Liz, 

who started a 13-15 tote favourite, romped home to 

score at the first time of asking by two lengths over 

1000m for trainer Candice Bass-Robinson and jockey 

Aldo Domeyer. 

 

Owned by Mario Ferreira, the filly, who accounted for 

some very well bred rivals, was a R2,9-million buy from 

the 2018 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale. Cousin 

Liz, who connections hold in high regard, was bred by the 

Riverton Stud –who also bred the Captain Al sired Equus 

Champion Sprinter, and now promising Klawervlei based 

sire, Captain Of All. 

 

The latter was recently represented by his first winner 

when his two-year-old daughter What You Are scored over 

1000m at the Vaal for the Tobie Spies stable  

recently. 

 

Captain Al, who headed South Africa’s Leading Sires Of 

2YOs List for eight seasons running previously, has once 

again been to the fore in major South African races this 

season, with his feature race winners headed by Kasimir 

and One World, who provided the stallion with his third 

successive winners of the G1 Betting World Cape Flying 

Championship and CTS 1600 respectively.  - tt. 

TRAINER Jarett Rugg reported from Flamingo Park 

on Tuesday that the track was still waterlogged after 

racing had been cancelled due to heavy rain on 

Monday. Let’s hope the sun is out today! 

They need some better luck! 

ERIN-Lee Watkinson 

The riding engineer! 
THIS is quite amazing! Erin-Lee Watkinson (21), has 

joined the SA Jockeys Academy at Summerveld after 

she obtained her degree in Industrial Engineering 

from Stellenbosch University. This was a prior condi-

tion set by her father, Robin, the former KZN trainer 

and suspected part-time double for actor Tommy 

Lee Jones. A rider and showjumper, all Erin-Lee’s 

ever want to do, is ride in real races! 

 

“Erin has completed the various fitness levels. She’ll 

be going to the main track soon and then we’ll pre-

pare her for riding in a race,” said Laurence O’Dono-

ghue of the Academy. “Erin and young Beulah 

Fourie, who came here with no experience, are the 

only two females with us at present.” - tt 
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The type to go to war with 
A Gr1 winning son of sire producing Dynasty, Summerhill 

resident sire Act Of War (photo) has his first yearlings on 

offer this year at the Cape Yearling Sale, taking place 17 

March. 

His race record is up there with the best and at one point 

undefeated with six wins in a row – accumulating 8 wins in 

total from 12 starts with two seconds.  

Act Of War’s wins include the Gr1 Cape Guineas, 

Gr2 Selangor Cup and going on to win three Gr3 races, as 

well as the Winter Juvenile Stakes Listed. He placed second 

again the Gr1 Cape Derby and placed in the Gr2 Green 

Point Stakes. 

Summerhill’s website describe Act Of War as “A towering, 

athletic beast of princely proportions, not even the casual 

racegoer could’ve mistaken his presence and the elegance 

of his action for anything but the belongings of a comet in 

the making.  

“Not only was he the best miler of his generation, he was 

also one of the best milers I have ridden. Genuine, exactly 

the type to go to war with”. That’s what Anton Marcus 

thinks, and when he speaks, even the church mice listen.” 

He is out of Equus Broodmare of the Year Si Señorita 

(Cordoba), who produced 7 winners at stud – incredibly 

four of them are Black Type, aside from Act Of War they 

include Subastador, The Stone Thrower and Luna De  

Victoria. Its the family of Top Gallant and Sharp Cookie.—

KZN Breeders. 

Bookies welcome return to racing 
 

BOOKMAKERS have welcomed the return of rac-

ing in Britain on Wednesday and admitted there 

had been a financial impact from the enforced 

break. 

 

Betting operator share prices fell last week follow-

ing the news the outbreak of equine flu would 

lead to a shutdown of the sport. 

 

Welcoming the BHA's announcement of a risk-

managed return, Ladbrokes Coral PR director 

Simon Clare said: "It's very good news. I think the 

BHA has handled the situation very well and com-

municated extremely effectively throughout the 

six days. 

 

"The most important thing was to ensure the wel-

fare issue could be properly assessed but at the 

same time, given the importance of keeping the 

show on the road, getting racing back up and 

running at the earliest opportunity. We hope we 

can get back to the build-up to Cheltenham and 

the spring festivals without a further hitch." 

 

He added: "There's a financial cost when you lose 

six days of racing but it's the time of year when 

we do budget for a certain amount of weather 

impact, and actually we've had a less impacted 

winter than in a normal year.” - Racing Post. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Popular Sportslive is boosting the soccer pools 

Within days of the launch of the PFL, Soccer 4 and  

Soccer 6 pools comprising PFL games have reached 

around R60,000 daily - and the pools continue to grow 

rapidly. What’s more, is that this Friday two carryovers 

are set to ensure record pools! 

 

A carryover of R29,301 to the Soccer 4 Pool 2 on Fri-

day, as well as a R6,349 carryover to the Soccer 6 pool 

the same day, could see the daily pools reach in excess 

of R120,000 - and that within two weeks of the launch 

of the PFL! 

 

Punters who bet on the PFL pools not only stand a 

chance of winning big, but also contribute to the local 

economy by supporting the brand-new, all-South Afri-

can PFL.. 

 

The PFL has become the new home of more than 50 

South Africans, who now earn a living playing or being 

involved in the beautiful game. And, in time, the PFL is 

set to grow with more teams being added to the 

league. 

 

One of the reasons the PFL has become an instant hit, 

is because it allows TAB and Betting World soccer cus-

tomers to take a bet in the morning, watch all the 

games live in store and collect their winnings in the 

afternoon. 

 

And with Futsal being such a fast, high-scoring game, 

it’s all-out action, all day long thanks to the eight 

matches played daily, Monday to Friday, at the Rustic 

Indoor Soccer Fields in Fourways. 

 

The first game kicks off every day at 9:30 and the last 

at 14:45. 

 

There are two daily Soccer 4 pools and one Soccer 6 

pool. The Soccer 4 Pool 1 is always on the first four 

matches (M1-M4) and Soccer 4 Pool 2 on matches five 

to eight (M5-M8). The Soccer 6 pool is on matches 

three to eight (M3-M8). 

 

All Futsal matches are broadcast live and free to watch 

only in TAB and Betting World shops.  - Phumelela. 

SPORTSLIVE, Betting World and TAB’s exclusive in-store TV channel, together with the Premier   

Futsal League (PFL), have proven an instant hit among soccer fans. 

OH Susanna.  

Oh Susanna is in good health 
 

OH Susanna has recovered from her injuries in the Sun 

Met and is back on course for the KZN season but the 

Horse of the Year’s post-race veterinary report reads 

like a despatch from the Charge of the Light Brigade – 

a mouth injury, cuts in her right hind leg and lame as 

well. 

 

Justin Snaith said: “I think it happened when Do It 

Again ducked in behind her. We put her on antibiotics 

and anti-inflammatories that night but on the Monday 

after the race she could hardly walk. 

 

“However by the end of that week she was OK again 

and she is now in a paddock with Snowdance. She will 

go to Durban and we just have to choose which races.” 

- by Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

@turftalk1 

http:/www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Happy horse in beautiful place 

WHEN last we saw Pocket Power he took owner Marsh Shirtliff 

for a stroll around Hemel N Aarde Stud. Here he is, this latest 

photo taken last week, enjoying life at the Hermanus  

establishment. 

Jackie wants Richard’s job! 

AT Snaith Racing, there’s a new aspiring jock on the block. It’s 

‘Jackie’ the Jack Russel, who is seen here going for a spin on 

the beach with Chris Snaith on the yard’s lead pony.  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

